CHRISTMAS TREE PEST OF CONCERN

European Pine Shoot Moth

(Rhyacionia buoliana)

The European pine shoot moth (Rhyacionia buoliana) is a damaging insect pest that attacks the new
shoots of many pine species. Because larvae tunnel into developing shoots, and feed inside buds and
shoots, infested trees often develop crooked leaders, reduced growth, deformed branches, occasion-
ally killing the terminal growth and causing the classic “shepherd’s crook” bending of the tip. Repeated
damage over multiple years leads to stunting, poor tree shape, and an increased need for corrective
pruning.

Why it matters for Michigan Christmas tree growers?

European pine shoot moth can cause significant deformity and tip kill that may make Christmas trees
unsaleable, but just as importantly, California and Montana both regulate this pest—so growers shipping
pine material to those states must ensure they meet all entry requirements to avoid loads being rejected.

Identification:

« Found in buds and new shoots, often with resin-covered webbing.
- Larvae are yellowish to reddish with darker heads, typically hidden inside shoots.
« Adults are small, reddish-orange moths with silvery cross bands on the wings.
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Protecting Michigan’s natural and agricultural resources is a priority for the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and by working with
MDARD, growers can help prevent inadvertently spreading this pest
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