
Spongy Moth 
(Lymantria dispar) 
[Formerly known as Gypsy Moth] 

Spongy moth (Lymantria dispar) caterpillars defoliate trees, leaving them vulnerable to pests and other 
stressors, which may lead to tree mortality.

Why it matters for Michigan Christmas tree growers?
Though spongy moth is established in Michigan, there are many areas across the country where it is not. 
There is a federal quarantine prohibiting the movement of any life stage of spongy moth outside of  
infested areas. Growers need certification of plant material leaving the quarantine area. See the map of 
the quarantine area here.

Identification:
• Spongy moth caterpillars emerge from tan, fuzzy egg masses in April and feed on leaves through 

late June.
• Mature caterpillars are hairy, 1.5-2 inches in length with a yellow and black head, 5 pairs of blue 

spots, followed by 6 pairs of red spots down their bodies.
• Male moths’ wings have a wavy pattern of brown to dark-brown.
• Female moths are larger than males and do not fly. Wings are white to cream with wavy brown to 

black markings.
• Similar “look alike” species are the eastern tent caterpillar and the forest tent caterpillar. Note that 

the spongy moth does not build webbed “tents”. 

Protecting Michigan’s natural and agricultural resources is a priority for the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and by working with 
MDARD, growers can help prevent inadvertently spreading this pest.

Spongy moth male (dark) and female (white).  
Photo courtesy of John H. Ghent, USDA Forest  
Service, Bugwood.org.

Comparison of common Michigan forest caterpillars.  
Photo courtesy of Michigan State University Extension.

If you see anything of concern on your trees, please contact your Inspector! 
Email: MDARD-NurseryCE@michigan.gov

CHRISTMAS TREE PEST OF CONCERN

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-pests-diseases/spongy-moth/spongy-moth-quarantine-map

