
Spotted Lanternfly 
(Lycorma delicatula) 

Spotted lanternfly is a sap-feeding planthopper that inflicts damage on a wide range of hosts by suck-
ing sap and excreting sticky honeydew that promotes sooty mold, weakens branches, and can reduce 
overall tree vigor and appearance. For Christmas trees, this damage not only affects aesthetics but 
could also make them unsaleable, especially if shipments are blocked by quarantine enforcement.

Why it matters for Michigan Christmas tree growers?
California has implemented an exterior quarantine (3 CCR § 3287) to prevent the spread of spotted  
lanternfly, with regulated articles including cut Christmas trees, greenery, wreaths, and nursery stock from 
areas where the pest is known to occur. That means anyone shipping plant material into California must 
ensure their product is free of spotted lanternfly egg masses, nymphs, or adults, and may need a  
compliance agreement to meet entry requirements.

Identification:
• Egg masses: Gray, mud-like, scaly patches on trunks, branches, or even cut wood.
• Nymphs: Black with white spots when young, turning red and black as they mature.
• Adults: Approximately 1 inch long, wings showing a gray body with black spots, a bright red under 
  wing, and a distinct ‘lacrosse-sticking’ wing posture.

Protecting Michigan’s natural and agricultural resources is a priority for the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD), and by working with 
MDARD, growers can help prevent inadvertently spreading this pest.
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If you see anything of concern on your trees, please contact your Inspector! 
Email: MDARD-NurseryCE@michigan.gov
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