
MICHIGAN CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION MEETING 

Monday, April 27, 2026 ~ 10:00 A.M. 
Frauenthal Center Ballroom A, Hilt Building 

427 West Western Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49440 

In compliance with the State of Michigan’s Open Meetings Act, “the minutes must show 
the date, time, place, members present, members absent, any decisions made at a 
meeting open to the public, and the purpose(s) for which a closed session is held; the 
minutes must also include all roll call votes taken at the meeting.”  The minutes are limited 
to these requirements and do not reflect all subject matter that occurred during the 
Commission meeting.  Meetings are audio recorded and kept on file with the MDCR. 

PROPOSED DRAFT MINUTES 

PRESENT: Commissioner Luke Londo, Chair 
Commissioner Gloria Lara, Vice Chair 
Commissioner Rosann Barker 
Commissioner Zenna Elhasan 
Commissioner Regina Gasco 
Commissioner Portia Roberson 
Commissioner Skot Welch 

EXCUSED: Commissioner Richard R. White, III, Secretary 

CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

The meeting of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission was called to order by 
Chair Londo at 10:07 A.M. 

Roll Call of the Commissioners was taken by Attorney Lamont Satchel, serving 
as Clerk, to determine a quorum.  Commissioner Roberson, Commissioner 
Elhasan, Commissioner Lara, Commissioner Londo, Commissioner Barker, 
Commissioner Gasco, Commissioner Welch. With seven of eight Commissioners 
present, quorum requirements were met. Commissioner White was excused. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING AGENDA 

The following Motion was brought forth: 

MOTION:  Move to Approve the Meeting Agenda.  There was no discussion.  On 
Motion duly made (Roberson) and supported (Welch), the Meeting Agenda was 
Approved.  Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

OPENING MATTERS 

WELCOME 
Chair Londo provided welcoming remarks, Attorney Satchel was called 
upon to provide a brief overview on the role and authority of the 
Commission. 

RECOGNITION OF SIGNIFICANT OBSERVANCES DATES IN APRIL 



Chair Londo recognized significant observances for the month of April, 
indicating the assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 
1968, the signing of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 also known as the Fair 
Housing Act, by President Lyndon Johnson on April 11, 1968 for which 
National Fair Housing Month is celebrated, Arab-American Heritage 
Month, Chaldean-American Heritage Month, Deaf History Month, and 
World Autism Awareness Month. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PROTOCOL 
Attorney Kimberly Woolridge, MDCR Deputy Executive Director, provided 
instructions to guests who wish to address the Commission during the 
Public Comment segments of the meeting. 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 

The following Motion was brought forth: 

MOTION:  Move to Adopt the Consent Agenda as submitted.  There was no 
discussion or amendment.  On Motion duly made (Elhasan) and supported 
(Lara), the Consent Agenda was Adopted.  Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM JANUARY 26, 2026 MEETING 

The following Motion was brought forth: 

MOTION:  Move to Approve the January 26, 2026 Meeting Minutes as submitted. 
There was no discussion or revision. On Motion duly made (Lara) and supported 
(Gasco), the Minutes from the January 26, 2026 Commission Meeting were 
Approved.  Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mr. Jay Kilgo, City Commissioner, Muskegon, MI – Commissioner Kilgo thanked 
the Commission for convening today’s meeting in Muskegon, and brought 
concerns regarding attacks on DEI, the Constitution, the civil rights and civil 
liberties of people coming from the federal level over the past eighteen months, 
and has been going unchecked. Commissioner Kilgo encouraged the 
Commission to continue its work and keep the Department going strong 

DIVISION AND OTHER REPORTS 

A. Executive Director Report, Attorney John E. Johnson, Jr
• Director Johnson submitted a full written report to the Commission on

the activity of the Executive Director and the major divisions of the
Department from January to April 2026, including personnel and
budget updates, legislative updates, and department initiatives. Vice
Chair Lara and Commissioner Gasco inquired about next steps on the
Native American Boarding School Study, for which all funding is
depleted.  Director Johnson recommended that this be taken up by a
more appropriate department and by the Governor’s Office.
Commissioner Gasco indicated that she would be reaching out to
Representative Kuhn and Governor Whitmer to continue funding for
this effort for the survivors.  She will represent not as a Commissioner,
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but in her capacity as a boarding school survivor and formal tribal 
chairperson.  No action was taken. 

B. MCRC/General Counsel Report, Attorney Lamont Satchel 
• Mr. Satchel serves as Advisor to the Commission and General 

Counsel for the Department. Mr. Satchel submitted a full written report 
to the Commission on the activity of General Counsel from January to 
April 2026 and provided updates on the comprehensive review of and 
amendment to internal processes of the department and commission. 
As of March 12, 2026, the amended Rules were submitted to and 
approved by the Office of the Great Seal and were given immediate 
effect.  This report also serves as the Standing Committee on Rules 
report.  No action was taken. 

C. Division Presentations 
• Office of Auditor General Report – Attorney Kim Woolridge, Deputy 

Executive Director 
 Ms. Woolridge serves as Deputy Executive Director of the 

Department, and oversees several divisions.  Ms. Woolridge 
provided some background on how the Office of Auditor 
General (OAG) Report came about and reported on the 
findings and outcomes of the report pertaining to MDCR.  No 
action was taken. 

• Enforcement Division Update – Attorney Marcelina Trevino, Division 
Director 

 Ms. Trevino serves as Division Director of the Enforcement 
Division and also oversees the Office of Legal Affairs.  Ms. 
Trevino submitted a full written report on the activity of the 
Division from January to April 2026, and provided updates on 
case completion and inventory, progress of decreasing the 
backlog, monetary awards, policies, compliance with federal 
contracts, staffing, the public portal and methods of filing 
complaints, Intake pilot project.  There was brief discussion 
with Commissioner Barker and Director Johnson regarding the 
need for increased ongoing funding from the legislature to 
support higher FTE retention and maintain progress. No action 
was taken. 

• MDCR Strategic Plan – Harold Core, Division Director, Strategic 
Initiatives and Public Information Division 

 Mr. Harold Core serves as Division Director of the 
Department’s Strategic Initiatives and Public Information 
Division (SIPI).  Mr. Core provided a brief verbal report on the 
status of the Department’s Strategic Planning process to the 
Commission, which is being facilitated by the Office of 
Continuous Learning within the Department of Technology, 
Management and Budget, who offers services in terms of 
efficiency and strategic planning for other departments.  A 
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series of stakeholder interviews with department managers 
have been included in the process, and Commissioners were 
polled to volunteer for additional stakeholder interviews – to 
include Chair Londo, Vice Chair Lara, Commissioner Barker 
and Commissioner Welch.  No action was taken. 

D. Attorney General Report, AAG Neil Giovanatti, Division Chief, Civil Rights & 
Special Initiatives Division, Michigan Department of Attorney General 

• Attorney Giovanatti serves as Division Chief for the Civil Rights and 
Special Initiatives Division of the Attorney General’s Office.  Mr. 
Giovanatti  submitted a full written report to the Commission and 
provided a brief status update on the activity of several cases within 
the report since the January 26, 2026 Commission meeting.  No action 
was taken. 

COMMISSION BUSINESS 

A. Chair’s Report, Luke Londo 
• Chair Londo has been in discussions with legislators regarding the 

Department’s budget, and has concerns about the House proposal that 
passed last week to cut the budget by 20% compared to last year, but 
is hopeful that the legislature sees value in the work of the Department 
and  needed funding will be appropriated; reminded the Commission 
that the  Educational Retreat would take place virtually on Friday, May 
1st at 10:00 A.M.; indicated that he has been in discussions with 
stakeholders about efforts to undermine faith in our elections, to be 
discussed further under New Business; and January 2027 marks fifty 
years since the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act (ELCRA) was signed into 
law, would like the Commission and Department to collaborate on how 
we can celebrate and recognize this momentous anniversary.  No 
action was taken. 

B. Commission Standing Committees Updates 
• Standing Committee on Rules, Commissioner Elhasan, Chair 

 There was no additional report than what was reported during 
the General Counsel Report.  No action was taken. 

• Standing Committee on Budget and Policy, Commissioner Lara, Chair 
 Commissioner Lara indicated that there have been 

discussions with Director Johnson and Chair Londo regarding 
the budget, the Committee looks forward to assisting with 
discussions with legislators.  No action was taken. 

• Standing Committee on Executive Director Assessment, 
Commissioner Londo, Chair 

 Commissioner Londo indicated that the Committee will be 
using the process laid out by the previous years’ Commission 
for Executive Director Assessment, the Committee will analyze 
and update an existing template and disseminate to the 
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Commission.  The Executive Director Assessment will be 
added to the July 27th Commission meeting agenda.  No 
action was taken. 

CLOSED SESSION 

There was a motion for Closed Session for discussion of a legal matter. 

MOTION:  Move to recess the meeting and proceed to Closed Session to 
discuss legal issues and strategy related to Right to Life v. MDCR and MCRC 
with our legal counsel.  There was no discussion.  On Motion duly made (Lara) 
and supported (Barker), the meeting temporarily recessed for Closed Session.  
Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 7-0 
Barker – Yea 
Welch – Yea 
Elhasan – Yea 
Roberson – Yea 
Lara – Yea 
Gasco – Yea 
Londo – Yea 

The meeting went into recess at 11:20 A.M. 

Following Closed Session, the meeting re-convened at 12:09 P.M. 

MOTION:  Move to reconvene the regular business meeting.  There was no 
discussion.  On motion duly made (Elhasan) and supported (Barker), the meeting 
was officially reconvened.  Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 7-0 
Barker – Yea 
Welch – Yea 
Elhasan – Yea 
Roberson – Yea 
Gasco – Yea 
Lara – Yea 
Londo – Yea 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Resolution in Opposition to Improper Federal Interference in Elections and in 
Support of Voting Rights 

• MOTION:  Move to Approve the Resolution in opposition to improper 
federal interference in elections and in support of voting rights.  There 
was discussion.  On Motion duly made (Lara) and supported 
(Roberson), the Resolution in opposition to improper federal 
interference in elections and in support of voting rights is Approved.  
Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

B. MDCR ex rel. LR v George’s Coney Island, Inc., Case No. 25-029003 
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• General Counsel Satchel was asked to provide background 
information for the Commission. 

• Commissioner Elhasan:  In the matter of MDCR ex rel. LR v George’s 
Coney Island, Inc., Mr. Chair, considering the technical difficulties 
resulting in the absence of an official transcript in this case: 

• MOTION:  Move that the Commission refer this case back to the 
Department and Administrative Law Judge that they be directed to take 
all steps necessary to obtain, record and submit to the Commission a 
certified record containing written testimony and evidence that 
supports the Proposal for Decision, including a formula and calculation 
of any proposed monetary damages.  On Motion duly made (Elhasan) 
and supported (Roberson), the Motion carried unanimously (7-0). 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 7-0 
Barker – Yea 
Welch – Yea 
Elhasan – Yea 
Roberson – Yea 
Gasco – Yea 
Lara – Yea 
Londo – Yea 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

There was no public comment. 

COMMISSIONER CLOSING COMMENTS 

Vice Chair Lara expressed appreciation for meeting in Muskegon, noting the 
city’s growth following challenges, and a great place to visit particularly in the 
summer months. 

Chair Londo expressed appreciation for City Commissioner Jay Kilgo’s 
attendance, as well as Jason Colella’s attendance from Representative Will 
Snyder’s Office. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION:  Move to Adjourn the meeting of the Michigan Civil Rights 
Commission.  There was no discussion.  On Motion duly made (Elhasan) and 
supported (Welch), the meeting of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission was 
Adjourned.  There being no further business to come before the Commission, 
Chair Londo declared the meeting adjourned at 12:25 P.M. Motion carried 
unanimously (7-0). 

The next meeting of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission is scheduled for Monday, 
July 27, 2026, in Petoskey at the Great Lakes Center for the Arts, and will convene at 
10:00 A.M. 

DRAFT MINUTES TO BE APPROVED AT THE JULY 27, 2026 MEETING. 
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