STATE OF MICHIGAN GRETCHEN WHITMER, Governor

MICHIGAN CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION

PROCLAMATION

PROCLAMATION IN RECOGNITION OF THE 60™
ANNIVERSARY OF THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL
RIGHTS

WHEREAS, the 1963 Michigan Constitution, 1976 Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act, and 1976
Persons With Disabilities Civil Rights Acts, and subsequent amendments, all charge the Michigan
Civil Rights Commissionwith protecting the people of Michigan from acts of discrimination;and

WHEREAS, it would be impossible to secure the equal protection of civil rights without a
dedicated staff of investigators, attorneys, mediators, and other supporting staff; and

WHEREAS, it would also be impossible to promote voluntary compliance with civil rights laws
through education and outreach without a dedicated staff of trainers, community relations experts,
and other supporting staff; and

WHEREAS, protections against discrimination are necessary for a healthy, productive, and just
Michigan where everyone can live, work, and play without undue restrictions based on protected
characteristics; and

WHEREAS, in 1963 Michigan became the first state in the country to establish a Civil Rights
Commission, and the Commission immediately recognized the criticality in establishing a
Department of Civil Rights to serve as its operational arm; and




WHEREAS, in 1965, the Michigan Department of Civil Rights was established with a mission,
enshrined in Michigan’s Constitution, “to investigate alleged discrimination and to secure the
equal protection of civil rights”; and

WHEREAS, since 1965, the Michigan Department of Civil Rights has consistently and
passionately enforced Michigan civil rights laws to protect residents and visitors from unlawful
discrimination; and

WHEREAS, over the years MDCR staff have regularly researched, written, and released reports
on a variety of civil rights issues from the Flint Water Crisis to the Annual Reports; and

WHEREAS, staff have been responsible for gathering public servants, community organizations,
and civil rights leaders from all over the state for civil rights conferences in 1983, 2006, and 2022
through 2025; and

THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission recognizes
and applauds the Michigan Department of Civil Rights and its countless staff for its 60 years of
leadership and vigorous enforcement of protections against discrimination, and

IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission recognizes that
the work of the Michigan Department of Civil Rights remains as critical today as it was in 1965.
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