
 
 

 

                  STATE OF MICHIGAN         GRETCHEN WHITMER, Governor   

 

 

MICHIGAN CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION  

RESOLUTION  
 

RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO IMPROPER FEDERAL 
INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS AND IN SUPPORT OF 

VOTING RIGHTS 

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Civil Rights Commission is a public body established under 
Article V, Section 29 of the Michigan constitution, which vests the commission with 
the power “to investigate alleged discrimination against any person because of 
religion, race, color or national origin in the enjoyment of the civil rights guaranteed 
by law and by [the] constitution, and to secure the equal protection of such civil 
rights without such discrimination”; and 

WHEREAS, the right to vote constitutes a fundamental pillar of democratic 
governance and is preservative of all other civil and political rights; and 

WHEREAS, the protection of equal access to the franchise has been a central 
objective of civil rights law and policy, reflecting both constitutional mandates and 
the historical struggle to eliminate barriers to participation; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed SAVE America Act would require documentary proof of 
citizenship, including passports or birth certificates, as a condition of voter 
registration and participation; and 



 
 

 

WHEREAS, a ballot initiative to amend the Michigan Constitution would, like the 
proposed SAVE America Act, require documentary proof of citizenship, including 
passports or birth certificates, as a condition of voter registration and participation; 
and 

WHEREAS, HB4765 would also require documentary proof of citizenship, including 
passports or birth certificates, as a condition of voter registration and participation, 
without establishing a hardship fund for those who cannot financially afford to 
obtain such documentation; and  

WHEREAS, substantial evidence demonstrates that millions of eligible United 
States citizens lack immediate access to such documentation due to cost, 
administrative burden, name discrepancies, or historical deficiencies in 
recordkeeping; and 

WHEREAS, the burdens imposed by such requirements would fall 
disproportionately on historically marginalized communities, including elderly and 
young voters, low-income individuals, voters of color, transgender voters, rural 
residents, women whose legal names have changed, and naturalized citizens; and 

WHEREAS, laws that are facially neutral but produce disparate impacts on 
protected classes raise serious concerns under principles of equal protection and 
civil rights enforcement; and 

WHEREAS, empirical research and election audits consistently demonstrate that 
instances of noncitizen voting and in-person voter fraud are exceedingly rare, 
rendering the justification for sweeping new restrictions tenuous and 
disproportionate; and 

WHEREAS, the imposition of significant barriers to voting in response to minimal or 
speculative harms risks undermining the constitutional principle that restrictions 
on the franchise must be narrowly tailored to serve compelling governmental 
interests; and 

WHEREAS, the SAVE America Act, proposed Constitutional Amendment, and 
HB4765 would mandate expanded voter roll purges and increased reliance on 
federal databases that have been shown to contain inaccuracies, thereby creating 



 
 

 

a substantial risk that eligible voters will be erroneously removed from registration 
lists; and 

WHEREAS, the SAVE America Act, proposed Constitutional Amendment, and 
HB4765 would require increased data sharing between state election systems and 
federal agencies, raising concerns regarding voter privacy, administrative 
feasibility, and the appropriate balance of authority between federal and state 
governments in the administration of elections; and 

WHEREAS, the history of voting rights in the United States demonstrates that 
procedural requirements—such as poll taxes and literacy tests—have often been 
justified in neutral terms while functioning in practice to exclude vulnerable 
populations from democratic participation; and 

WHEREAS, public confidence in elections is best sustained not by imposing 
unnecessary barriers, but by ensuring that electoral systems are fair, accessible, 
transparent, and grounded in empirical reality; and 

WHEREAS, the SAVE America Act, proposed Constitutional Amendment, and 
HB4765 represent a profound departure from the principle that access to the ballot 
should be as broad and unencumbered as reasonably possible. Its requirements 
impose significant and uneven burdens, address a problem of negligible scope, and 
risk reintroducing patterns of exclusion that American law has long sought to 
eliminate. While the goal of election integrity is unquestionably important, it 
cannot be pursued at the expense of the very democratic participation it is meant 
to protect. A constitutional democracy must err on the side of inclusion, ensuring 
that the right to vote is not merely preserved in theory, but realized in practice for 
all citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the enduring strength of the American electoral system lies not in its 
capacity to exclude the hypothetical improper voter, but in its commitment to 
include every eligible one. The SAVE America Act, proposed Constitutional 
Amendment, and HB4765 jeopardize that commitment and, in doing so, challenge 
the foundational premise of democratic governance; and 

WHEREAS, the presidential executive order entitled “Ensuring Citizenship 
Verification and Integrity in Federal Elections,” issued March 31, 2026, ignores the 



 
 

 

fact that the U.S. Constitution gives Congress and the States the responsibility for 
administering elections, and represents an overreaching Executive Branch attempt 
to bypass these constitutional limitations and seize control of election 
administration; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Order risks mass disenfranchisement, transforms the 
postal system into an arbiter of who is eligible to vote by mail, ostensibly coerces 
state officials with the threat of criminal prosecution and threatens states with 
potential withholding of federal funds for lack of compliance, and evinces a larger 
strategy to sow distrust in the American electoral system; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice recently requested all ballots, 
ballot receipts, and ballot envelopes from Wayne County, the most racially diverse 
county in Michigan, due in part to three cases that have already been prosecuted 
by the Michigan Attorney General, as well as a lawsuit, Costantino v. City of Detroit, 
et al., where state courts found the lawsuit’s claims to be unproven, not credible, 
and without merit; and 

WHEREAS, the fictitious allegations in Costantino v. City of Detroit, et al., as well as 
similar claims, were investigated by the Republican-led Michigan Senate Oversight 
Committee and found to be wholly without merit, and that the “results of the 
November 2020 General Election in Michigan were accurately represented by the 
certified and audited results,” demonstrating that the Department of Justice’s 
requests are based on an intentional effort to sow discord and undermine faith in 
our elections with no basis in fact, evidence, reason, or logic; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has a compelling interest in protecting the civil 
rights of its residents and ensuring that all eligible voters are able to participate 
fully and equally in the democratic process; and 

WHEREAS, a review of Michigan’s election system by the Institute for Responsive 
Government received an A+ for accessibility and integrity in their 2023 and 2024 
Election Progress Report; and 

WHEREAS, current federal and state law already prohibits non-citizens from voting 
in our state elections; and 



 
 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission 
hereby opposes and condemns, in the strongest possible terms, the SAVE America 
Act, the proposed Constitutional Amendment, and HB4765 on the grounds that 
they impose unjustified and disproportionate burdens on the fundamental right to 
vote and joins those individuals and organizations who stand in opposition to these 
efforts; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission finds that the SAVE America Act, 
the proposed Constitutional Amendment, and HB4765 will inevitably 
disenfranchise eligible voters, particularly those from historically marginalized 
communities, and is inconsistent with the principles of equal protection and 
inclusive democratic participation; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission urges the United States Congress 
to reject the SAVE America Act, the Michigan Senate to reject HB4765, and for 
everyone to instead pursue election policies that both safeguard integrity and 
expand, rather than restrict, access to the franchise; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission hereby opposes the president’s 
March 31, 2026 Executive Order as an unconstitutional imposition on the voting 
rights of Americans and affront to the civil rights struggles and gains of our country; 
and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission joins Governor Gretchen Whitmer, 
Attorney General Dana Nessel, and Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson in their 
opposition to the requests made by the Department of Justice based on debunked 
conspiracies; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Commission calls upon state and federal 
policymakers to ensure that any election reforms are evidence-based, narrowly 
tailored, and consistent with the nation’s longstanding commitment to civil rights 
and democratic inclusion; and 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that this resolution be provided to the Speaker of the 
House, Speaker Pro Tempore, Minority Leader of the Michigan House of 
Representatives, Senate President, President Pro Tempore, Majority and Minority 
Leaders of the Michigan Senate, Governor Gretchen Whitmer, the President of the 



 
 

 

United States, members of Congress representing the State of Michigan, Assistant 
Attorney General Harmeet Dhillon, and other relevant federal and state officials. 

 

 

 

Passed on Monday the 27th day of April 2026, by the 
MICHIGAN CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 

 

Commissioner Luke Londo, Chair   Commissioner Gloria Lara, Vice-Chair 

Commissioner Richard R. White, III, Secretary Commissioner Portia Roberson 

 Commissioner Zenna Faraj Elhasan   Commissioner Regina Gasco 

Commissioner Rosann Barker    Commissioner Skot Welch 

   


	RESOLUTION

