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Voting Rights Initiative 
Partner Toolkit 
Language Access
Executive Summary 
Every eligible Michigander should have access to the information they need to understand their voting civil rights. 
The Michigan Department of Civil Rights’ Voting Rights Initiative is committed to expanding access to clear, accessible, and nonpartisan information about voting rights as civil rights. Trusted community organizations and partners are essential to making this information visible, understandable, and accessible to Michigan residents. 
This toolkit equips partners with ready-to-use communications resources that help raise awareness, share accurate information, and connect Michiganders with trusted voting rights resources. Materials can be shared as provided or adapted to reflect each organization’s audience, voice, and communications channels. 
· Sample social media post with accessible graphic(s) that partners can share to their audiences. 
· Sample e-newsletter article that provide more detailed information and direct readers to additional resources. 
· Sample press release to help organizations communicate about the initiative and voting rights resources. 
· Voting rights guides covering key topics with links to digitally accessible versions. 
Partners may customize the tone of content they choose to share to fit the needs of their audience so long as the facts remain unchanged.
How to Use This Toolkit
· Share information on social media.  
· To ensure the post is accessible, add the included alt-text to the image. 
· Email your clients and stakeholders. 
· Copy the email subject, preview text and body into your email platform and distribute the voting rights initiative information to your audience.  
· Share relevant information on your website. 
· Link Michigan.gov/Vote for registration, voting locations and voting options. 
· Link Michigan.gov/MDCR for discrimination-related concerns. 
· Keep image text short. 
· To remain accessible, do not rely on graphics alone. Include the complete message in the caption or email body.
Questions?
Katie Adrianse, MDCR Communications Manager
AdrianseK@michigan.gov
616-409-1100
MDCR Social Media
Facebook: 	MICivilRights 
LinkedIn: 	MICivilRights 
Twitter/X: 	MICivilRights 
Instagram: 	MICivilRights 
Social Media Best Practices 
· Use the short caption on Twitter/X and the full caption on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. 
· Use the hashtag #MIVotingRights
· For Instagram, use “link in bio” only if your organization places the resource link there, otherwise direct them to MDCR’s profile (@MICivilRights). 
· Use the matching caption and alt text with each graphic to ensure key information remains available to screen-reader users.  
Social Media Post Template
Audience: 
Voters who primarily speak a language other than English
Social Media Graphics:
Any Social Media
Instagram Stories
Instagram Post
Social Captions: 
Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn  
Language should not be a barrier for eligible Michiganders who choose to vote.  
We’re partnering with @MiCivilRIghts to help voters understand their voting rights and protections. For example, did you know you can bring a translator to a clerk’s office, early voting site, or polling place? 

➡️ Visit Michigan.gov/mdcr/voting-rights to download your free Language Access voting guide
➡️ For reliable, customized voting information, visit Michigan’s official resource at Michigan.gov/Vote.
Learn your voting rights today.  #MIVotingRights
Twitter/X
Did you know MI voters may bring a translator to vote, as long as it is not an employer or union rep? @MICivilRights has resources for you. Visit Michigan.gov/MDCR/voting-rights #MIVotingRights
Alt text:  
Two people interacting at a polling place check‑in table next to a graphic about voting with language access and MDCR resources.
Image description:  
The image is a promotional voting rights graphic divided into two sections. On the left, a large heading reads “VOTING WITH LANGUAGE ACCESS.” Beneath it, a white text box states: “You may bring an interpreter and have your vote remain your choice. Learn about MDCR’s accessible and multilingual voting rights resources today.”
Two individuals are shown interacting at a polling place check‑in table. One person seated at the table is handing a paper to another person standing across from the table. Small U.S. flags are placed on the desk, and additional voting booths are visible in the background.
Along the bottom of the graphic is the MDCR logo with the text “Michigan Department of Civil Rights.” In the lower right corner, a text box directs viewers to Michigan.gov/Vote for official voting information and Michigan.gov/MDCR for civil rights information.
Email Template
Subject: 
Voting in a language other than English?
Preview text:
Learn about your rights and how to vote with a translator. 
Email Image:
Email Header
Body Copy: 
Hello, 
We’re partnering with the Michigan Department of Civil Rights for their Voting Rights Initiative to help Michigan voters understand their voting rights and protections. 
Did you know that eligible Michigan voters whose primary language is something other than English can bring a translator to a clerk’s office, early voting site, or polling place? The translator must not influence the voter’s choices and cannot be the voter’s employer, an agent of the employer, or an officer or agent of the voter’s labor union. 
Visit Michigan.gov/mdcr/voting-rights to get your voting guides in five topics and languages:
· Language Access
· Accessible Voting  
· Student and First-Time Voters  
· Voting with a Conviction  
· Voting Civil Rights for All  
All voting guides are available in English, Spanish, Arabic, Bengali, and Mandarin Chinese.
Experienced Discrimination?
Voters can contact the Michigan Department of Civil Rights if they believe they have been discriminated against during the voting process. To file a complaint, call 800-482-3604 or visit the Public Portal. 
Election Protection Hotlines can provide assistance in multiple languages:
· English: 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683) 
· Spanish: 888-VE-Y-VOTA (888-839-8682)
· Arabic: 844-YALLA-US (844-925-5287)
· Bengali, Cantonese, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog, Urdu, and Vietnamese: 888-API-VOTE (888-274-8683)
Voters with disabilities can contact the Ombudsperson for Accessible Elections at 517-335-2730 or MDOS-ADAVoting@michigan.gov. 
For customized, up-to-date, and reliable information about voting in Michigan, visit Michigan.gov/Vote
Learn your voting rights today. 
Sample Press Release
The following is an article that can be shared to your regional media.

MDCR Shares Civil Rights Voting Guide Ahead of Election Day
Lansing, MI – As Election Day approaches, (organization name) is partnering with the Michigan Department of Civil Rights to remind Michiganders of their civil rights protections around voting. 
MDCR is working with the Michigan Department of State to share information regarding the intersection of voting and civil rights, specifically around accessible options for voters with disabilities, language access accommodations, students and first-time voters, and returning citizens.  
Below is a guide for Michiganders to know their rights on Election Day.
Preparing to Vote
MDCR has compiled various, multilingual resources for eligible Michigan voters needing more information at Michigan.gov/MDCR/voting-rights. You are also encouraged to visit Michigan’s official, reliable, and up-to-date source for voting information at Michigan.gov/Vote. 
Language Differences in Voting
Michiganders who do not speak, read, or write in English are permitted to have a translator assist them with understanding their ballots. Voting resources and materials are also available in multiple languages. 
Michiganders who need language assistance to vote have the right to:
· Bring a translator to their local clerk’s office. 
· Bring a translator when voting early. 
· Bring a translator to vote on Election Day. 
· Receive assistance if a ballot is not available in their language. 
· Choose the person who assists or translates for them, with limited exceptions. 
· Access translated election information and forms that are available through the Michigan Department of State.
Know Your Rights 
Michiganders should not immediately assume they cannot vote if they have an issue at the polls. Those experiencing problems are encouraged to contact their local election officials for assistance. 
Voters can contact the Michigan Department of Civil Rights if they believe they have been discriminated against during the voting process. To file a complaint, call 800-482-3604 or visit the Public Portal. 

Election Protection Hotlines can provide assistance in multiple languages:
· English: 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683) 
· Spanish: 888-VE-Y-VOTA (888-839-8682)
· Arabic: 844-YALLA-US (844-925-5287)
· Bengali, Cantonese, Hindi, Korean, Mandarin, Tagalog, Urdu, and Vietnamese: 888-API-VOTE (888-274-8683)
Voters with disabilities can contact the Ombudsperson for Accessible Elections at 517-335-2730 or MDOS-ADAVoting@michigan.gov. 
For customized, up-to-date, and reliable information about voting in Michigan, visit Michigan.gov/Vote.
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