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Introduction 
The Michigan Legislature enacted Public Act 119 of 2023, Section 1102 (page 49), which 
provided funding to the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) to develop a 
comprehensive professional development American History toolkit. This toolkit is designed 
to support educators in teaching the full and complex history of America across all subject 
areas with particular focus on the histories of communities of color and other historically 
marginalized groups. 

In response, MDE, in collaboration with education partners, developed the American 
History Resources toolkit, which are the items outlined below: 

• American History Resource Guidance: This document, which  you are  currently  
reading,  outlines the why, what, and how of teaching the full and complex history  of 
America and includes� guidance� on accessing� resources� and offers� 
recommendations for  professional development opportunities.  

• American History Resources Repository: A web-based repository that offers a�
searchable collection of resources designed to enhance professional development 
and support classroom instruction (see Appendix A to understand the framework). 
The repository aims to help educators build content knowledge and improve 
instructional practices in alignment with Michigan’s Academic Standards and 
supports the development of a comprehensive historical understanding among 
both educators and students, aligning with Michigan’s K-12 Social Studies 
Standards. The collection of resources was recommended by educators and 
members of historically marginalized communities and vetted by the American 
History Resources guidance committee. This committee reflects the diverse� 
identities, experiences, and perspectives  of Michiganders and includes  educators,  
parents, scholars, community members, and representatives from various  
organizations.  

• Links to other MDE Initiatives that support this resource. 

The Why, What, and How of Teaching the Full and Complex History of America 
Why Comprehensive History Matters 
Understanding and teaching the full scope of American history is essential because it: 

• Fosters empathy and understanding across diverse backgrounds and experiences 
(equity and representation) 

• Promotes critical thinking by encouraging students to analyze multiple perspectives 
and sources (historical accuracy and critical thinking) 

• Prepares informed and engaged citizens who can participate thoughtfully in civic life 
(democratic citizenship and civic engagement) 

These are all skills that center students, promote student identity and agency, or free will 
and responsibility to understand and foster free will and responsibility in understanding 
American history, and that grow student confidence as active participants�understand  and 
foster free will and responsibility in understanding American history, and that grow student 
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https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/2023-2024/publicact/pdf/2023-PA-0119.pdf
https://omekas.misocialstudies.org/s/HistoryResources/page/welcome
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=7ec086ebb7814277baf6702705fb8007&hash=E2F7B23E51EAC1696D9586B67E006F5C
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=7ec086ebb7814277baf6702705fb8007&hash=E2F7B23E51EAC1696D9586B67E006F5C
https://omekas.misocialstudies.org/s/HistoryResources/page/relatedMDEinitiatives


 
 

          
 

 
 

   
  
  

 
 

 
    

 
 

   
    

 
   
   

 
    

 
 

  
   
     

 
  

  
  

   
  

 
   

    
    

   
    

 
   

      
   

    

confidence�as�active�participants�understand�and student�confidence�in being�an�active�
participant in their current and future communities. 

Research consistently shows that students benefit academically, socially, and emotionally�
when they are taught a more inclusive and accurate version of history. The key resources 
below connect directly to this research and support the positive outcomes of 
comprehensive history education. 

Key Resources 
Using evidence-based strategies assists the implementation of Michigan’s Academic 
Standards while promoting critical thinking, deepening students’ understanding of the 
past, and fostering awareness and empathy. 

Equity and representation: When students see their identities and�communities reflected�
in the curriculum, they are more engaged and more likely to succeed. Inclusive history 
fosters a sense of belonging and validation. 

• Students’ Sense of Belonging Matters: MIT Teaching and Learning Lab 
• Safe Spaces Resource: A Guide for Michigan Educators 

Historical accuracy and critical thinking: Teaching history through multiple lenses 
ensures a more accurate and complete understanding of the past. It also helps students 
develop inquiry skills and the ability to challenge myths and omissions. 

• How Historical Empathy Helps Students Understand the World Today 
• Why Teach About the Holocaust 
• Teaching Climate and Climate Change Resources for Educators and Students 

Democratic citizenship and civic engagement: A comprehensive understanding of 
history empowers students to become active, informed participants in democracy. It helps 
them connect past events to present-day civic responsibilities. 

• College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework 
• C3 Teachers 

What Might Be Taught 
Teaching the full and complex history of America is outlined in Michigan’s K-12 Social 
Studies Standards. Teaching comprehensive history requires an intentional, inclusive, and 
accurate content approach to what is taught and how it is presented. This means 
integrating multiple voices and experiences across all subject areas, not just social 
studies, to ensure students see the full spectrum of contributions that have shaped our 
nation. Local districts may select when and how content is implemented. Districts may 
wish to consider the following when designing and teaching comprehensive history. 

• Align instruction using Michigan’s grade-band expectations to ensure horizontal and 
vertical alignment across K-12. 
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https://tll.mit.edu/sense-of-belonging-matters/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Links/2023/MDE-Student-Advisory-Council-Safe-Spaces-Resource.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/ideas-week/how-historical-empathy-helps-students-understand-world-today
https://holocaustcenter.org/learn-teach/professional-development/
https://www.climate.gov/teaching
https://www.epa.gov/climate-change/climate-change-resources-educators-and-students
https://www.socialstudies.org/standards/c3
https://c3teachers.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=7ec086ebb7814277baf6702705fb8007&hash=E2F7B23E51EAC1696D9586B67E006F5C
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Academic-Standards/Social_Studies_Standards.pdf?rev=7ec086ebb7814277baf6702705fb8007&hash=E2F7B23E51EAC1696D9586B67E006F5C


 
 

   
   

      
 

 
   

       
   

       
     

   
     

      
       

    
       

    
 

  
       

 
   

  
 

  
    

  
   

  
  

      
     
 

 
    

 
     
  
     
   

  
  

  

• Use Anti-Bias Frameworks: Incorporate tools such as Social Justice Standards: The 
Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework to guide instruction and�reflection.�

• Include key historical concepts, such as those outlined below. 

Key Historical Concepts 
These concepts support a more inclusive and accurate understanding of American history: 

• Indigenous histories and tribal sovereignty - Examples: Indigenous Education, 
including the Anishinaabe-Maawndoonganan, and Michigan boarding schools. 

• Colonial period - Examples: Indigenous-settler relations and forced assimilation. 
• Enslavement and Black resistance - Examples: Reconstruction, Jim Crow, Great 

Migration, and Civil Rights movements. 
• Immigrant experiences - Examples: Arab, Chaldean, Latino/a/x, and Asian 

American Pacific�Islander�(AAPI) communities. Michigan European immigrant 
experiences can also be explored. This includes, but is not limited to, exploring 
multiple perspectives of Irish, German, Dutch, Finnish, and Swedish experiences. 

• Women, LGBTQ+, and labor movements - Examples: women’s rights, suffrage,�
Stonewall riots, auto worker strikes, and environmental justice. 

How to Teach Comprehensive History 
Effectively�teaching�comprehensive�American history�depends�on intentional planning, 
inclusive practices, and ongoing reflection. Below are recommended strategies for districts�
and educators to consider as they implement a more inclusive and accurate approach to 
history instruction. 

Curriculum design and repository use 
• Leverage the American History Resources Repository: Educators are encouraged 

to explore and integrate repository resources into district curricula. These resources 
support the creation of student-centered learning experiences that highlight 
multiple historical perspectives and deepen understanding. Within the repository 
you will find options to�search by grade-level, subject, or browse all resources. The 
repository is designed for expansion, and additional resources will be added as they 
are�identified�or�developed.�

Instructional practices 
• Inquiry-Based Learning (C3 Framework): Use the Arc of Inquiry to design learning 

experiences that encourage students to: 
• Develop Questions and Plan Inquiries 
• Apply Disciplinary Concepts and Tools 
• Evaluate Sources and Use Evidence 
• Communicate Conclusions and Take Informed Action 

• Multiple Perspectives: Incorporate artifacts, primary sources, and narratives from 
historically marginalized communities. Examples: 

• Invite Tribal Elders or local historians to share lived experiences 
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-06/TT_Social_Justice_Standards_0.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-06/TT_Social_Justice_Standards_0.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/indigenous-education
https://cmted.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/AEUs_SSStandards_2021.final_.pdf


 
 

   
    

  
 

 
   

 
  

    
 

   
  
   

 
 

    

  
 

   
   

  
  
  
   

 
    

    
   
  
  
  

     
    

    
  

     
  
   

 
 
 
 

• Organize field trips to museums or cultural�centers�
• 3-P Learning Approaches: Combine Project-Based, Problem-Based, and Place-

Based learning to engage students in authentic, experiential learning that connects 
history to real-world contexts. 

• Critical Historical Thinking: Encourage students to analyze bias, question 
dominant narratives, and evaluate sources using Dimension 3 of the C3 Framework. 

Educator Cultural Competency 
• Professional Learning: Support educators in building cultural competency through 

the following MDE initiatives: 
• Teaching Comprehensive History webinars 
• Equity training modules 
• American history professional development resources 

Community Engagement and Partnerships 
• Collaborate with Local Experts: Partner with tribal education departments, 

cultural organizations, museums, parks, and community leaders to enrich 
classroom instruction with authentic voices and experiences. 

Assessment and Student Action 
• Use Authentic Assessments: Align assessments with authentic applications and 

student learning goals. Examples: 
• Writing letters to local officials�
• Organizing advocacy campaigns 
• Creating multimedia presentations on historical issues 

Anti-bias Classroom Culture 
• Foster Inclusive Environments: Promote equity and inclusion through: 

• Bias-aware curriculum selection 
• Inclusive hiring practices 
• Student-centered classroom management 
• Safe, respectful discussion norms 

• Use Anti-Bias Frameworks: Incorporate tools such as Social Justice Standards: 
The Teaching Tolerance Anti-Bias Framework to guide instruction and 
reflection�and conduct anti-bias reviews of curriculum and materials using 
tools such as, 
• The Cultural Iceberg graphic and video, explaining this theory. 
• Culturally Responsive STEAM Curriculum Scorecard. 
• Criteria for High-Quality Instructional Materials for Social Studies. 
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-06/TT_Social_Justice_Standards_0.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/sites/default/files/2017-06/TT_Social_Justice_Standards_0.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DqPSPO-BoOPk8saLKLeRJZJzb98YkE1y/view
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=woP0v-2nJCU
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/ejroc/services/culturally-responsive-curriculum-scorecards#:%7E:text=The%20Culturally%20Responsive%20Curriculum%20Scorecards,or%20are%20not
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/2024-01/23-23505_HQIM_for_SS_Final.pdf


 
 

  
         

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
   

 
  

  
   

  
   

  
    

 
  

  
  

  
    

    
   

 
    

     
    

  
  

     
    

   
  

 
       

   
  

 
 
 

Continuous Improvement 
• Reflect�and Adapt:�Encourage�ongoing�reflection,�peer�collaboration,�and feedback�

from students and communities. Use formative assessments to guide instructional 
adjustments and ensure continuous growth. 

Interdisciplinary integration 
Comprehensive history�is not confined to social studies—it can and should be integrated 
across disciplines. Michigan’s Academic Standards serve as a foundational guide for this 
work. 

• Literature and arts - Examples: Literary works by Black, Indigenous, Hispanic, and 
LGBTQ+ authors/artists. Supporting resources to assist further thinking include 
‘Artivist’ Nikkolas Smith Combines Art and Activism Into A Singular Superpower and 
the Arab American National Museum Collections and Research. 

• Science and technology - Examples: contributions by historically marginalized 
mathematicians and scientists. Supporting resources to assist further thinking 
include 11 Famous Black Inventors Who Changed Your Life and Ten Black Scientists 
That Science Teachers Should Know About. 

• Economics and civic structures - Examples: explore topics such as redlining 
practices and economic consequences, and/or Michigan history around labor and 
labor practices. Key Resources: Michigan Council on Economic Education’s 
Michigan High School Economics Curriculum Menu, and the Next Gen Personal 
Finance Racial Discrimination in Finance Unit. More supports may be found on 
MDE’s Personal Finance: Requirements and Resources webpage. 

• Health and Physical Education – Examples: contributions by historically 
marginalized athletes and/or medical experts. Supporting resources to assist further 
thinking include Sport is Political and African American Medical Pioneers. 

Developing Professional Learning for Educators 
Dr. Muhammad Khalifa (2018) shares that schools with high-quality professional learning 
communities develop a culturally responsive school culture and climate that relates to 
student achievement. It supports educators in meeting their professional responsibilities 
to students and communities, as outlined in Michigan’s Code of Educational Ethics. 
Professional learning supports educators’ efforts in�using best practices in implementing 
curriculum. Thus, helping create accepting environments for students to learn and use 
their voice and agency, thus creating more engaging and authentic learning spaces 
(Rodriguez & Swalwell, 2022). 

The following outline is an example of a framework for designing and implementing 
professional learning experiences at the district or regional level that centers on 
comprehensive history instruction. 
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/29/883490848/artivist-nikkolas-smith-combines-art-and-activism-into-a-singular-superpower
https://arabamericanmuseum.org/learn/collections-research/
https://www.biography.com/inventors/g46697619/famous-black-inventors
https://www.pbs.org/education/blogs/pbs-in-the-classroom/ten-black-scientists-that-science-teachers-should-know-about/
https://www.pbs.org/education/blogs/pbs-in-the-classroom/ten-black-scientists-that-science-teachers-should-know-about/
https://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=2643865
https://www.ngpf.org/curriculum/racial-discrimination-in-finance/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/personal-finance
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/arts/sport-is-political-how-athletes-are-keeping-human-rights-center-stage-at-the-olympics#:%7E:text=Simply%2C%20%22Sport%20is%20political%2C%22%20Shropshire,at%20the%20notion%20of%20neutrality.
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/partners-african-american-medical-pioneers/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/ed-serv/educator-conduct/michigan-code-of-educational-ethics


 
 

  
   

    
  
    
   

 
 

   

 
    

     
 

 
    

  
 

     
 

 
    

 
 

   

 
 

  
   

 
  

 
  

 
    

   
   

        
 

 

Intended Outcomes 
This professional learning outline is designed to: 

• Deepen educators’ content knowledge 
• Strengthen inquiry-based instructional practices. 
• Advance understanding of anti-oppressive practices 
• Foster professional leadership 

Professional Learning Modules 
• Module 1: History and Identity – Exploring Invisibility and Impact. Examine how 

historical narratives shape identity and belonging. Explore whose stories have been 
excluded and the impact of that exclusion on students and communities. 

• Module 2: American History Resource Repository Orientation – Aligning Resources 
to Standards. Introduce and explore the American History Resource Repository. 
Support educators in aligning these tools with Michigan’s Academic Standards and 
local curriculum maps. 

• Module 3: Lesson Design – Integrating Marginalized Narratives. Guide educators in 
designing inquiry-based units that center historically marginalized voices and align with 
grade-level expectations. 

• Module 4: Equity in Practice – Cultivating Inclusive Classrooms. Reflect�on personal�
and systemic bias. Explore strategies for building inclusive, student-centered learning 
environments. 

• Module 5: Community Partnership – Co-Creating with Stakeholders. Encourage 
collaboration with local communities, including guest speakers, tribal education 
departments, cultural centers, and other partners to enrich instruction. 

• Module 6: Assessment and Civic Action – Empower Student Voice. Design authentic 
assessments that promote civic engagement and historical agency, such as student-
led advocacy, public presentations, or policy proposals. 

Additional professional development resources: 
• Standards for the Preparation of Middle Grades (5-9) and High School (7-12) Social 

Studies Teachers 
• Equity in Literacy 

Appendix A 
A Framework for Teaching the Full American Story 
The Michigan K–12 Social Studies Standards guide educators' practice to support students' 
exploration of the full American narrative through inquiry, interpreting information, and 
using reasoning to take action on a societal issue. Michigan’s standards are proficiency�
markers for teaching and learning. They are the foundation for educators to use to support 
student�learning�and�show proficiency�in social�studies.�The�American History Resources 
Repository supports this work, including equity thinking. The repository includes: 

6 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/educator_services/prep/standards/social-studies-teacher-preparation-standards-MG-HS.pdf?rev=d285062f3c814971aa7d0bdd7c8d928c&hash=5101D3A83CBFA1F0D695CD26F5784D50
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/educator_services/prep/standards/social-studies-teacher-preparation-standards-MG-HS.pdf?rev=d285062f3c814971aa7d0bdd7c8d928c&hash=5101D3A83CBFA1F0D695CD26F5784D50
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/equity-in-literacy


 
 

    
 

  
  

  
 

    
 

   
  

 
  
 

    
 

 
  

   
 

   
 
 

 

  
 

    
  

 
  

    
 

 
  

   
   

 
   

 
  

 

• Inclusive historical narratives that embrace multiple perspectives and lived 
experiences. This includes Black, Indigenous, Asian American, Latino/a/x, LGBTQ+, 
immigrant, women, and disability histories, rather than focusing on a single 
dominant narrative. Example: focus student learning using multiple perspectives in 
a unit developed around historical narratives related to Civil Rights and Other 
Domestic Policies. 

• Accuracy and critical thinking that challenge sanitized or Eurocentric retellings 
and reframe past stories around foundational civic and historical truths. Example: 
present artifacts that provide multiple perspectives about “Manifest Destiny” as 
connected to westward expansion in the United States. This may also include 
examining historical graphs, maps, and numerical data to foster mathematical 
reasoning through data literacy alongside historical inquiry, or exploring historically 
marginalized inventors. 

• Culturally responsive and interdisciplinary pedagogy which draws from culturally 
relevant teaching frameworks, validating students’ heritage while integrating 
knowledge across disciplines. This aims to foster empowerment, identity 
affirmation, and�community engagement. Key Resources:�The Key Dimensions of 
Cultural Learning Diversity (Pg. 14) and Michigan Department of Education: Equity in 
Literacy. 

• Systemic structures and power that are addressed through an examination of 
historical policies, social systems, and institutional racism, and how these events 
shaped history and continue to impact communities today. Examples for teaching 
and learning may include redlining, gerrymandering, enslavement, and boarding 
schools. Key Resources: The Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education 
Department’s (CMTED) Michigan Social Studies Standards Guide and Indigenous 
Educator Resources. 

• Civic engagement where history is presented as a living force that students can use 
for critical thinking, democratic participation, and social action. Educators can use 
compelling questions based on relevant historical events to help guide civic thinking 
and participation. Key Resources: Michigan Center for Civic Education’s (MCCE) 
Programs and/or the Levin Center for Oversight and Democracy’s Learning by 
Hearing’s Civic Education Program. 
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