
 
 

Career Technical Education Postsecondary Credit Guide Overview 

What is a Postsecondary Credit Agreement? 
According to Perkins V legislation, a postsecondary credit agreement is a “formal agreement, such as an articulation agreement, 
among and between secondary and postsecondary education institutions or systems that grant students transcripted postsecondary 
credit, which may include credit granted to students in dual or concurrent enrollment programs or early college high school, dual 
credit, articulated credit, and credit granted on the basis of performance on technical or academic assessments.” 

Postsecondary credit agreements seek to reduce remediation and duplication of coursework and ensure the smooth transfer of high 
school Career Technical Education credits to college.  

How To Use This Document: 
The Career and Technical Education (CTE) Postsecondary Credit Guide can be conducted by teachers, counselors, advisors, 
mentors, students, and families. CTE students can use this document to review potential postsecondary credit. 
 
Teachers may be interested in completing this document as part of a classroom assignment. Teachers can have students search for 
available credit for their CTE credentials to encourage postsecondary attainment opportunities. The document can be populated with 
output to the Field ID to add individual student names and CTE programs. Individual school technology departments may be able to 
assist if this is desired. 

How to Request Credit: 
Students should request specific postsecondary/college credit from the individual college or university. It is recommended that the 
student connect with the high school CTE teacher or counselor for assistance or to visit the college’s transfer or records page for 
specific information and instructions. Students should contact the college or university with questions on credit transfer. 

Why is not every college/university and CTE program listed? 
Not every college/university in Michigan has a statewide postsecondary credit agreement. Some postsecondary institutions have 
credit agreements with specific high schools, but not for the entirety of Michigan. The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
encourages all postsecondary institutions to create statewide credit agreements. 

Why should students earn a credential? 
• The Michigan economy is experiencing a skills gap: 

o 54% of jobs in Michigan require skills training. These are jobs that require more education than a high school 
diploma but less than a four-year degree.* 

o 48% of Michigan workers are trained at this level.* 
• Research suggests that earning an industry-recognized credential can increase the earnings of low-income job seekers 

by more than $10,000 over the first two years after enrollment in a training program.** 
• Youth and adult learners in CTE programs are more engaged, graduate from high school at higher rates, earn industry-

recognized credentials, and have rewarding and family-sustaining careers.* 
• Students can take a three-credit hour course in high school and save an average of $466.17.*** 



 
 

Career Technical Education Postsecondary Credit Guide Process 

 
1. Explore potential Postsecondary Credit Agreement opportunities.  

a. Request credit for relevant courses using the appropriate college student application for postsecondary credit. 
 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Explore the certifications offered at the high school by following these steps: 

 
a. Determine the Career Education Planning District (CEPD) the CTE program is a part of by locating student’s 

county. 

 
b. Determine the Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) Code for the student for each CTE program.  

i. If unsure which CIP Code matches the student’s CTE program, ask the CTE teacher or school 
counselor for confirmation. 

  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/career-development-resources/articulation-agreements
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_image/CEPDMap.pdf?rev=bd062e7ad04f4c7c94dbf7987c577bcd&hash=B5F0F35FAA25A43F26E73D7989E979CA
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_image/CEPDMap.pdf?rev=bd062e7ad04f4c7c94dbf7987c577bcd&hash=B5F0F35FAA25A43F26E73D7989E979CA
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_instructional/Cluster-and-CIP/Cluster-and-CIP.pdf?rev=a0aec1619f134fec9f5be6fc91c43d23&hash=B1179DCCAC2535D623879B1FE682F18D


 
 

c. Search for certifications offered at the high school CTE program.  
i. Under Report Instructions, select CIP Code. 
ii. Under Div Criteria, select specific CIP Code of interest.  
iii. Run Report 
iv. On the right side of the webpage, click the most recent school year. 
v. Scroll to the CEPD number and find the building where CTE programs are located. 
vi. Take note of which certifications are offered. List certifications in the table on the following page. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://reports.cteis.com/home/index?repid=96


 
 
 

3. Search for additional credit for industry credentials. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Footnote: 
*Michigan CTE Fact Sheet, April 2023, ACTE 
**Education-to Workforce Indicator Framework, 2024, Mathematica 
***Based on the Michigan State Average of Community College Tuition & Fees Per Contact/Credit Hour from the MI House of Representatives Fiscal 
Agency 
Resources: 

• All credentials are offered by CTE programs in Michigan. Note: Not every school offers every CTE credential listed. 
• Definitions: College Credit in High School 

  

https://www.mitransfer.org/Earn-Credits-for-Industry-Credentials
https://www.acteonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Michigan-CTE-Fact-Sheet-April2023.pdf
https://www.educationtoworkforce.org/indicators/industry-recognized-credential
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/CommunityColleges/CC_Data_MI_CC_Tuition_and_Fee_Rates_fy24.pdf
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/CommunityColleges/CC_Data_MI_CC_Tuition_and_Fee_Rates_fy24.pdf
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/CommunityColleges/CC_Data_MI_CC_Tuition_and_Fee_Rates_fy24.pdf
https://www.house.mi.gov/hfa/PDF/CommunityColleges/CC_Data_MI_CC_Tuition_and_Fee_Rates_fy24.pdf
https://reports.cteis.com/home/AvailableCredentials
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/CTE/cte_emc/College-Credit-in-High-School-Program-Definitions.pdf?rev=fd296ec798d74952afe97268c60b1717&hash=46F5512D1937E911B3E86C7D7EF36076


 
 
 

Career Technical Education Postsecondary Credit Review 

Student Name:_______________________________  Graduation Year:_________  CEPD:  ____ 
 
CTE Program(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

CTE Program CIP Code Certification 
Colleges/Universities 

Offering Credit for 
Credential 

Available 
Postsecondary 

Credit 

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
Next Steps: College/Universities of Interest: 

 
 
 
 
  

Scholarship/Extracurricular Opportunities: 
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