
Special Popula�ons Resource Master 

Student Special 
Populations Category 

Category Definition Name of Resource 
(Website Link) 

Description 

Students with 
Disabilities 

As defined by the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), 
child with a disability means a child 
evaluated in accordance with 
§§300.304 through 300.311 as
having an intellectual disability, a
hearing impairment (including
deafness), a speech or language
impairment, a visual impairment
(including blindness), a serious
emotional disturbance (referred to
in this part as “emotional
disturbance”), an orthopedic
impairment, autism, traumatic
brain injury, another health
impairment, a specific learning
disability, deaf-blindness, or
multiple disabilities, and who, by
reason thereof, needs special
education and related services.

Policy Opportunities to 
Promote Students with 
Disabilities in Career 
and Technical Education 

New NAPE resource developed in 
partnership with YES! Youth 
Employment Solutions Center and 
TASH, an international leader in 
disability advocacy. The publication 
is a great resource for special 
education and career and technical 
education (CTE) advocates to 
understand and take action on the 
provisions in Perkins V that support 
increasing the participation of 
students with disabilities in CTE. 

Students with Disabilities MDE - Office of Special 
Education 

MDE - Office of Special Education - 
Supports for Students with 
Disabilities 

Students with Disabilities Center for Parent 
Information and 
Resource - Supports, 
Modifications, and 
Accommodations 

Supports, Modifications and 
Accommodations 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kiJ1MzCoNhZAmydi0LuXFHOQtC2FN1gpo8UOGSKB34ob7NZVSWGT8Oe_VbeJunfBAd1FIn0XR2c6Jym82kWdGs-V6h3NgumXNN7QJORAolnc3rkXqJMo0VfNsEmkowFGXOh6v1xUdJx2lG4uTO2shChQSUlPsZ_W96rZXZiMphiflnh6ZibXxJ99YV6BvBu6ZV7szc4CqhU%3D%26c%3DAOm7si9egaxgJgoHhzqmivjBB2Y31890jGxcPqvl89WyseRy_Qdbhw%3D%3D%26ch%3DeXqRWc-06Kiic5QzEVOqDLNW18C4psBsDkAPs6Re6L8OQjs2MlDBeA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CMiltonV%40michigan.gov%7C8edf6a26a59c46bb671908d9a2f6a99a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637720002579976399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3PAgBqk3ZOCOJUoepHlLSNR3M3RZ7ECz94%2BXH7mt5js%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kiJ1MzCoNhZAmydi0LuXFHOQtC2FN1gpo8UOGSKB34ob7NZVSWGT8Oe_VbeJunfBAd1FIn0XR2c6Jym82kWdGs-V6h3NgumXNN7QJORAolnc3rkXqJMo0VfNsEmkowFGXOh6v1xUdJx2lG4uTO2shChQSUlPsZ_W96rZXZiMphiflnh6ZibXxJ99YV6BvBu6ZV7szc4CqhU%3D%26c%3DAOm7si9egaxgJgoHhzqmivjBB2Y31890jGxcPqvl89WyseRy_Qdbhw%3D%3D%26ch%3DeXqRWc-06Kiic5QzEVOqDLNW18C4psBsDkAPs6Re6L8OQjs2MlDBeA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CMiltonV%40michigan.gov%7C8edf6a26a59c46bb671908d9a2f6a99a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637720002579976399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3PAgBqk3ZOCOJUoepHlLSNR3M3RZ7ECz94%2BXH7mt5js%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kiJ1MzCoNhZAmydi0LuXFHOQtC2FN1gpo8UOGSKB34ob7NZVSWGT8Oe_VbeJunfBAd1FIn0XR2c6Jym82kWdGs-V6h3NgumXNN7QJORAolnc3rkXqJMo0VfNsEmkowFGXOh6v1xUdJx2lG4uTO2shChQSUlPsZ_W96rZXZiMphiflnh6ZibXxJ99YV6BvBu6ZV7szc4CqhU%3D%26c%3DAOm7si9egaxgJgoHhzqmivjBB2Y31890jGxcPqvl89WyseRy_Qdbhw%3D%3D%26ch%3DeXqRWc-06Kiic5QzEVOqDLNW18C4psBsDkAPs6Re6L8OQjs2MlDBeA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CMiltonV%40michigan.gov%7C8edf6a26a59c46bb671908d9a2f6a99a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637720002579976399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3PAgBqk3ZOCOJUoepHlLSNR3M3RZ7ECz94%2BXH7mt5js%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001kiJ1MzCoNhZAmydi0LuXFHOQtC2FN1gpo8UOGSKB34ob7NZVSWGT8Oe_VbeJunfBAd1FIn0XR2c6Jym82kWdGs-V6h3NgumXNN7QJORAolnc3rkXqJMo0VfNsEmkowFGXOh6v1xUdJx2lG4uTO2shChQSUlPsZ_W96rZXZiMphiflnh6ZibXxJ99YV6BvBu6ZV7szc4CqhU%3D%26c%3DAOm7si9egaxgJgoHhzqmivjBB2Y31890jGxcPqvl89WyseRy_Qdbhw%3D%3D%26ch%3DeXqRWc-06Kiic5QzEVOqDLNW18C4psBsDkAPs6Re6L8OQjs2MlDBeA%3D%3D&data=04%7C01%7CMiltonV%40michigan.gov%7C8edf6a26a59c46bb671908d9a2f6a99a%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637720002579976399%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3PAgBqk3ZOCOJUoepHlLSNR3M3RZ7ECz94%2BXH7mt5js%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/supports
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/special-education/supports
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/accommodations/


Student Special 
Populations Category  

Category Definition  Name of Resource 
(Website Link) 

Description 

Students with Disabilities - 
Autism 

  Academic Supports for 
Students with Autism 

Academic Supports from 
Organization for Autism Research 

English Learners A secondary school student who is 
an English learner as defined in 
section 8101 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965; 
or an adult or an out-of-school 
youth who has limited ability in 
speaking, reading, writing, or 
understanding the English language 
and whose native language is a 
language other than English or who 
lives in a family environment or 
community in which a language 
other than English is the dominant 
language. 

MDEE - English Learner 
Resources 

MDE -English Learner Resources 

Students with a Parent 
in the Military 

Youth with a parent who is a 
member of the armed forces and is 
on active duty as defined under 
ESSA and (as defined in section 
101(a)(4) of Title 10, United States 
Code and section 101(d)(1) of Title 
10, United States Code 

School Supports for 
military-connected 
Students 

IES  Research - Active-Duty Military 
Families and School Supports 

Students with a Parent in 
the Military 

  Military One Source - 
Children, Youth & Teens 
Resources 

Supports for students who military 
connected 

Youth who are in or 
have aged out of the 
foster care system 

“Aged Out” of foster care refers to 
when a student turns 18 years old. 
They can return voluntarily to an 
“extended foster care status” until 
the age of 21 under federal law, but 
they don’t have to unless they want 
to.  

MDE - Foster Care MDE - Foster Care Resources 

  

https://researchautism.org/blog/8-academic-supports-for-autistic-students/
https://researchautism.org/blog/8-academic-supports-for-autistic-students/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/english-learners
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/english-learners
https://ies.ed.gov/blogs/research/post/active-duty-military-families-and-school-supports
https://ies.ed.gov/blogs/research/post/active-duty-military-families-and-school-supports
https://ies.ed.gov/blogs/research/post/active-duty-military-families-and-school-supports
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/educational-supports/programs/foster-care/foster-care


Student Special 
Populations Category  

Category Definition  Name of Resource 
(Website Link) 

Description 

Students who are 
Homeless 

McKinney-Vento Definition of 
Homeless* 42 U.S.C. § 11434a(2) 
A. means individuals who lack a 
fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence…; and B. 
includes — i. children and youths 
who are sharing the housing of 
other persons due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or a 
similar reason; are living in motels, 
hotels, trailer parks, or camping 
grounds due to the lack of 
alternative adequate 
accommodations; are living in 
emergency or transitional shelters; 
or are abandoned in hospitals; ii. 
children and youths who have a 
primary nighttime residence that is 
a public or private place not 
designed for or ordinarily used as a 
regular sleeping accommodation for 
human beings…; iii. children and 
youths who are living in cars, 
parks, public spaces, abandoned 
buildings, substandard housing, bus 
or train stations, or similar settings; 
and iv. migratory children who 
qualify as homeless for the 
purposes of this subtitle because 
the children are living in 
circumstances described in clauses 
(i) through (iii). 

Title IX McKinney-Vento 
Homeless 

MDE - Homeless Resources 

Students who are 
migrants 

  

National Association of 
School Psychologists - 
Supporting Refugee 
Children & Youth: Tips 
for Educators 

Supports for students who are 
refugees and migrants 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/educational-supports/programs/title-ix-mckinney-vento-homeless
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/school-performance-supports/educational-supports/programs/title-ix-mckinney-vento-homeless
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/supporting-refugee-students
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/supporting-refugee-students
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/supporting-refugee-students
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/supporting-refugee-students
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/mental-health-resources/war-and-terrorism/supporting-refugee-students


Student Special 
Populations Category  

Category Definition  Name of Resource 
(Website Link) 

Description 

All special populations 
student categories 

  Perkins V: 
Strengthening Career 
and Technical Education 
for the 21st Century Act 
| National Alliance for 
Partnerships in Equity 
(napequity.org) 

Strategies for Special Population 
Success: Practical Tips and Tools for 
Educators  

All special populations 
student categories 

  OCTE Website - Special 
Populations: Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion 

Provides list of special populations 
student categories, examples of CTE 
programs, special populations 
newsletters and additional resources 

 

https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://napequity.org/public-policy/frontline-legislation/strengthening-career-and-technical-education-for-the-21st-century-act/#specialpops
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/octe/educators/cte-instructional-resources-for-all-programs/special-populations
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/octe/educators/cte-instructional-resources-for-all-programs/special-populations
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/octe/educators/cte-instructional-resources-for-all-programs/special-populations

