Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) Newsletter
April 2026

Changes to Fiscal Documentation

Throughout the fiscal year, this newsletter will continue to highlight specific
requirements of the fiscal program. These requirements include using program
funds responsibly, maintaining a nonprofit food service operation, and meeting
basic standards for program stability and accountability. This month, we want to
highlight the importance of maintaining all receipts and invoices.

For every expense you list in the Nonprofit Food Service Account (NFSA), you
must have paperwork that clearly shows the exact cost. Sponsors must keep all
food invoices and receipts and make sure these match the amounts in the
general ledger. These records must be kept for three years plus the current
fiscal year. The claim, the Child Nutrition Program-Year End Report (CNP-YER)
report, the detailed general ledger, and all receipts/invoices must match. Simple
calculations or estimates are not allowed.

Feel free to contact your analyst with any questions.

Nutrition Compliance

An updated CACFP Crediting Handbook is now available. This is a valuable
resource that includes a list of many foods you may receive credit for in CACFP.

Some common foods may or may not be credited in CACFP. Examples include
bologna, hot dogs, salami, pepperoni, and tortilla chips (corn chips). Tortilla
chips are often not whole-grain-rich, and you may not be able to receive credit
for them. See the information below for details about crediting corn chips.

To know if a food is creditable, check the Crediting Handbook or ask the
manufacturer for a Child Nutrition (CN) Label or a Product Formulation
Statement (PFS). These documents are important for proving that foods meet
CACFP rules.

During administrative reviews, CACFP staff will look at your menus and ask for
paperwork that shows all foods you claimed for reimbursement are creditable.
The CACFEP Training Spotlight from the DPI Community Nutrition Team offers
tips on earning credit for whole-grain-rich tortilla chips and corn chips.

For additional training on Child Nutrition Labeling, take our CNP: Product Labels
online course.

Not Creditable Foods

Food served with marshmallows, chocolate chips, and other sweets is not
creditable in CACFP. This includes cereals that include marshmallows. Even if a
cereal meets the sugar limits, if it contains items such as marshmallows, it is


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/cacfp/cacfp-staff-directory-and-territories
https://www.cacfp.org/assets/pdf/Crediting+Handbook+for+the+CACFP+cacfp.org/
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/community-nutrition/pdf/cacfp_training_spotlight_tortilla_chips.pdf
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles-2022/ProductLabelsforChildNutritionPrograms/index.html

not creditable in CACFP. See this Grain-Based Desserts handout for more
details.

NexSys Application

The 2027 NexSys application is now live for those participating in the Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP). Complete the application as soon as possible
once it becomes available for your program.

April’s Thinking Thursdays

Topic: Meal Pattern Basics

Participants will learn the essential components of meals and snacks, how to
identify foods that qualify for credit, and practical strategies for meeting these
meal pattern requirements.

Date: Thursday, April 16
Time: 2 - 3 pm

Registration

CACFP In-Person Recordkeeping Training

We have two more in-person recordkeeping training courses this year. Each
training course is limited to 30 participants, with no walk-in attendees allowed.

Next Training

Date: Tuesday, May 12
Training Time: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Location: Gaylord Community Schools, 615 South EIm Avenue, Gaylord, MI
49735, room 106

Registration
Additional Training Dates
Thursday, May 21: Wayne Regional Educational Service Area (RESA), Wayne, MI

The registration link for the Wayne RESA training will be released in next
month’s newsletter.

NOTE: The first 30 participants who register will receive a confirmation email
confirming that a seat has been reserved for this training.

Attention: Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations should
contact MDE-CACFP@michigan.gov at least 14 days before the training session.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program/Handouts-informational-forms/Grain-based-Dessert-Handout-updated-1-25.pdf?rev=4a651b93ecc74f22b406cf7f0623caa7&hash=DE91FA2AFA0E122B9D1E6DB330E53B16
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__Gwann8sQ0aN7B0imHAFcA#/registration
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0cr45wB_F-NMmgS0lN-dcdZUQlFNSEEzOUhUUk5FSU8zNFVCV1NaSTlOTy4u&route=shorturl
mailto:MDE-CACFP@michigan.gov

If you are unable to attend an in-person training, we offer several opportunities
for online webinars and training modules found below.

Additional Trainings Available

Our website is full of useful training opportunities that you can take at your own
pace and at a time that’s convenient for you!

Thinking Thursdays: Topics include family-style meal service, whole grains, meal
pattern basics, and more!

Online Modules: Topics include product labels, special dietary needs, preschool
meal patterns, a new At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program training module, and
many more. You can also receive MiRegistry credit for completing these online
modules.

Tuesdays at 2: Our school nutrition team presents CACFP-specific topics, such
as the CACFP year-end report and feeding preschoolers.

Additional Nutrition Resources

Check out ICN’s Mealtime Memos for practical nutrition tips at
https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/mealtime-memo/.

Additional News Inside MDE CACFP

Farm to Program

10 Cents a Meal Coalition

In response to 10 Cents a Meal funding for Fiscal Year 2026 (31j) not being
included in the State School Aid budget, Groundwork Center for Resilient
Communities has launched a 10 Cents a Meal coalition.

The coalition will meet virtually once a month for 1 hour during the Monday-
Friday work week. The purpose of these meetings is to bring interested

participants together to stay up to date on the status of the 10 Cents a Meal
program, share success stories, and develop a strategy for moving forward.

If you are interested in joining, you can complete Groundwork’s 10 Cents a Meal
Coalition form. For questions, please contact Groundwork’s Policy Specialist,
Amanda Brezzell, at amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org.

Sign Up for the Combined Michigan Farm to School and Early Care
Newsletter!
If you have not yet received the Michigan Farm to School Newsletter, now is a

great time to sign up! Beginning in April, the Michigan Farm to School
Newsletter becomes the Michigan Farm to School and Early Care Newsletter.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/cacfp/resources/thinking-thursdays
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#cacfp
https://miregistry.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/lunch/topics/talk-2
https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/mealtime-memo/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
mailto:amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flist.msu.edu%2Fcgi-bin%2Fwa%3FSUBED1%3DMIFARMTOSCHOOL%26A%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CMaddoxM2%40michigan.gov%7Cb29fef8af0e342b9c43d08de84fd945f%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639094421972139436%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9gfSslhX6zlru2qdjppQ3kFOcNSd2kQZWrMK6TBYEMw%3D&reserved=0

This newsletter shares connections to resources for local procurement, starting
and sustaining student gardens, and teaching nutrition and agricultural
education to meet the needs of learners from age 0-18!

The combining of these two farm-to-youth movements will also be strengthened
by the creation of Michigan’s first Farm to School and Early Care Network,
launching June 25, 2026! After years of supporting shared goals, a shared
network will uplift the state’s farm-to-school and early care work. More details
will be in the upcoming newsletters. For now, save the date for the celebration
and network launch on June 25! For questions, please email
lehmanju@msu.edu to learn more.

Food Justice for Kids Prize

The Food Justice for Kids Prize is a multi-donor pooled fund, supporting projects
that improve access to food and nutrition for children across the United
States. The grant focuses on food systems, nutrition education, and school-
based food programs. It supports work that helps kids learn about, grow, and
prepare healthy foods, and improve access to school meals. Funding can
support program implementation, educational activities, partnerships, and
resources needed to expand or strengthen food access efforts. Eligible
applicants include schools, non-profits, tribal organizations, and other
community-based or government-affiliated organizations across the United
States. Awardees can receive up to $100,000 over two years. Check out
Newman’s Own Foundation website for timeline details.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign
Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a
Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be
obtained online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any
USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to



mailto:lehmanju@msu.edu
https://newmansown.org/apply-for-a-grant/
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf

USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone
number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about
the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027
form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. Mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
2. Fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. Email:
Program.Intake@USDA.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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