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Source Local, Serve Local: Michigan Foods for CACFP Event – 
June 17! 

Join a free Farm to Program event for CACFP sponsors at the Flint Fresh Food Hub 
on June 17, 2026! From 4:00 to approximately 7:00 pm, you can explore practical, 
approachable ways to increase local purchasing and bring more Michigan-grown 
foods onto your menus. Light refreshments will be provided. 

What to expect: 

• The Farm to Program team will go over how to use the Michigan Farm to 
Program Directory to easily find local suppliers. 

• Flint Fresh will share about their work connecting Michigan growers to 
communities. 

• Registered dietitian and chef Mary Balog will lead a cooking demo designed 
to show realistic, simple ways to incorporate Michigan-grown foods into 
CACFP menus. Samples will be available for attendees to taste test. 

Registration for this event closed on June 3. If you would like to attend, please 
contact the Farm to Program team at MDE-FarmToProgram@michigan.gov to see if 
a spot is still available.  

Important Deadlines 

The 2027 CNP: Coordinated Application is now available for all sponsors 
who participate in the National School Lunch Program, School Breakfast Program, 
Special Milk Program, Child and Adult Care Food Program, and/or Summer Food 
Service Program. Application due dates are based on when you need a claim to be 
available. Please refer to the chart below for due dates:  

Claim Month  Due Date  

If you need a July 2026 claim  Tuesday, June 30th  

If you need an August 2026 claim  Friday, July 31st  

If you need a September 2026 claim  Friday, August 28th  

If you need an October 2026 claim  Wednesday, September 30th  

Important Things to Know: 

• Initiating the 2027 Application   

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2FGEMS%2FPublic%2FFTPLandingPage.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CMaddoxM2%40michigan.gov%7C623fccfce4ba4a4db29508dd89940eb4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638817991624318390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rmg3I%2B%2BmU%2BrFrLpZD5pnNOC1kkzLX7hu1Z4eO0%2B2dxM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2FGEMS%2FPublic%2FFTPLandingPage.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CMaddoxM2%40michigan.gov%7C623fccfce4ba4a4db29508dd89940eb4%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638817991624318390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rmg3I%2B%2BmU%2BrFrLpZD5pnNOC1kkzLX7hu1Z4eO0%2B2dxM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:MDE-FarmToProgram@michigan.gov


o Please make sure that you are correctly initiating your 
2027 application by selecting the option that includes “COORDAPP-
2026… (Application Approved)”. Then click “Proceed”. 
 
If you choose the option, “DO NOT COPY FORWARD,” then none of the 
data from your previous application will pull forward into your new 

application, and you will start with a blank application. This would 
cause a lot more work for your organization!   

• Resources to help sponsors with completing the application:   

o Program-specific user guides and application page-specific resources.  

• Resources to help sponsors with access to the application:   

o Information on how Level 5 users can add people to their organization 
and application in NexSys. 

If you have any questions about your application, please contact your program 
analyst or email MDE-NutritionCoordination@Michigan.gov.  

Nutrition Compliance / General Reminders 

NEW Final Rule on Milk Options for Child Nutrition Programs 

Effective June 8, 2026, the USDA is now allowing schools and child/adult care 
providers to offer whole and reduced-fat (2%) milk to participants aged 2 and older. 
The specific guidelines are as follows:  

Age-Based Milk Guidelines 

• Age 1: Only unflavored whole milk is permitted. 

• Ages 2–5: Unflavored whole, 2%, low-fat, or fat-free milk can be offered. 

• Ages 6+ and adults: Any option—unflavored or flavored, whole, 2%, low-
fat, or fat-free  

Importantly, providers are not required to offer all options.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/office-of-health-and-nutrition-services/nexsys-child-nutrition-coordinated-application
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/child-nutrition-program-system-help-documents/nexsys_next-generation-grant-application-and-grant-management-system
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/child-nutrition-program-system-help-documents/nexsys_next-generation-grant-application-and-grant-management-system
mailto:MDE-NutritionCoordination@Michigan.gov


New Guidance for Reimbursement and Late Claim Exceptions  

In this new Reimbursement Claim and Late Claim Exception Guidance, you’ll find an 
overview of claim submission procedures, documentation expectations, the 60-day 
deadline, allowable post-60-day deadline revisions, and the process of requesting 
late claim exceptions. 

Procurement Resources 

All sponsors are required to have procurement procedures in place. The procedures 
do not need to be updated annually. See below for a Procurement Procedure 
template along with additional procurement resources. 

CACFP Procurement Procedure Template 

Sponsor Code of Conduct and Procurement Procedure Checklist 

Procurement in Child Nutrition Programs FAQs  

Additional Online Trainings Available 

Did you know you can earn MiRegistry credits by attending Thinking Thursday 
webinars, watching past recordings, and participating in other online training 
modules? You can! Just watch at least 45 minutes of a session to qualify. Afterward, 
complete the Microsoft Form to receive your certificate and MiRegistry credits. Be 
sure to include your MiRegistry number so your credit can be issued. 

To create an account on MiRegistry, follow these steps (you must have your own 
number. You cannot use someone else's): 

1. Go to miregistry.org and click on CREATE ACCOUNT. 

2. Enter your information in the required fields. 

3. Make sure to use a personal email address, as you will need to verify it. 

4. After submitting, check your email for a verification message from 
support@miregistry.org and click on the VERIFY EMAIL link. 

5. Follow any additional on-screen instructions to complete the registration 
process. 

Our website is full of useful training opportunities that you can take at your own 
pace and at a time that’s convenient for you!  

Thinking Thursdays: Topics include family-style meal service, whole grains, meal 
pattern basics, and more! Live webinars will return in the fall. 

Online Modules: Topics include product labels, special dietary needs, preschool meal 
patterns, At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program training module, recordkeeping, and 
many more.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Reimbursement-Claim-and-Late-Claim-Exception-Guidance---All-CNP.pdf?rev=615cba09c2364932ac7c67e7dec94da7&hash=90F48100372CC2AB97426C644606AD18
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/Procurement-and-Contracts/Resources/CACFP_Procurement_Procedures-2026.pdf?rev=97d4ce8495a24b4c99c6565e9dbac670&hash=1FB7CF910A2539A201FB8C938073DD25
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/Procurement-and-Contracts/SNP-Procurement-Review/Sponsor-Code-of-Conduct-and-Procurement-Procedure-Checklist-31626.pdf?rev=7163b8c544484ce4a9f40739c439190e&hash=38F8148233C55589313AE6D4BCE6139D
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/Procurement-and-Contracts/Resources/Procurement-in-Child-Nutrition-Programs-Frequently-Asked-Questions---UPDATED-102024.pdf?rev=a90b97fc664c4a988894a84e4931907c&hash=64F18E541084B6D8405BF2882CE987D8
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2Fg%2F0AKKTyZJWm&data=05%7C02%7CWorthingtonK%40michigan.gov%7C36ae301d39064cd107e008deb8102bb1%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639150576746358327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Hi%2FtvWrO6BXJfzac6KiUNsyBWB0GRmsqPY%2F9Mfyb9Jg%3D&reserved=0
https://miregistry.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/cacfp/resources/thinking-thursdays
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#cacfp


Tuesdays at 2: Our school nutrition team presents CACFP-specific topics, such as 
the CACFP year-end report and feeding preschoolers. 

Additional Nutrition Resources 

Check out the Institute of Child Nutrition’s (ICN’s) Mealtime Memos for practical 
nutrition tips. 

Additional News Inside MDE CACFP 

Farm to Program Updates 

10 Cents a Meal Coalition 

In response to 10 Cents a Meal funding for Fiscal Year 2026 (31j) not being 
included in the State School Aid budget, Groundwork Center for Resilient 
Communities has recently launched a 10 Cents a Meal coalition.  

The coalition will meet virtually once a month for 1 hour during the Monday-Friday 
work week. The purpose of these meetings is to bring interested participants 
together to stay up to date on the status of the 10 Cents a Meal program, share 
success stories, and develop a strategy for moving forward.  

If you are interested in joining, you can complete Groundwork’s 10 Cents a Meal 
Coalition form. For questions, please contact Groundwork’s Policy Specialist, 
Amanda Brezzell, at amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org. 

How Michigan Shaped the Field: The National Impact of Michigan’s 10 
Cents A Meal Program 

Arising from an agenda priority in the 2010 Michigan Good Food Charter, 10 Cents a 
Meal launched as a regional pilot in 2016. It was one of the first state-funded local 
food purchasing incentive (LFPI) programs adopted nationwide. The grant program 
reimburses 50% of the cost of fresh or minimally processed Michigan-grown fruits, 
vegetables, and dry beans used in meals and educational activities for children in 
sites, such as schools, childcare sites, and other non-school sponsors that 
participate in USDA Child Nutrition programs. After nine years of programmatic 
evolution and growth, 10 Cents a Meal was not included in the State of Michigan 
budget in October 2025. 

To understand the impact of this program, the National Farm to School Network and 
Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems partnered to launch a 
national survey in November 2025 for advocates and practitioners to share how the 
program had impacted farm-to-school-related work and policies in their states. This 
survey collected responses from individuals in 16 states who represented state 
agencies, school nutrition departments, and both national and advocacy 
organizations. These survey responses provided insights into how 10 Cents a Meal 
affected LFPI development and policy approaches nationwide.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/lunch/topics/talk-2
https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/mealtime-memo/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
mailto:amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/2010-michigan-good-food-charter
https://www.farmtoschool.org/


Read the report here: How Michigan Shaped the Field: The National Impact of 
Michigan’s 10 Cents A Meal Program. 

SAVE THE DATE for the launch of Michigan’s Farm to School and Early Care 
Network on June 25, 2026, at 1 pm ET!  

After years of supporting shared goals, this Network will build on approximately two 
decades of efforts to grow Michigan's farm-to-school and early care initiatives by 
providing resources and networking opportunities to support cafeterias, classrooms, 
and the community. 

Join the Network Launch & Celebration via Zoom on June 25 to receive: 

• Updates on Michigan farm to school and early care initiatives. 

• Hear inspirational stories from the field. 

• Take part in meaningful networking with other farm-to-youth practitioners.  

The Michigan Farm to School and Early Care Network supports practitioners at all 
levels who are implementing farm-to-school and farm-to-early-care activities for 
youth ages 0-18 across Michigan. 

Please join this Network as it builds connections, shares resources, and supports 
each other in the good work of bringing local food and farm to youth learning in 
Michigan. What you do is important… and worth celebrating together!  

REGISTER NOW!  

Understanding the Impacts of the Michigan Local Food Purchase Assistance 
Program 

Launched in October 2022 and continuing through December 2026, the Michigan 
Local Food Purchase Assistance (LFPA) program partners with seven food 
distribution partners across Michigan. Through this program, the LFPA supplies 
Michigan produce, meat, poultry, fish, eggs, and other products to residents. 

Here is the impact of the Michigan Local Food Purchase Assistance program, by the 
numbers:  

• $21.6 million was awarded to purchase locally grown food  

• More than 540 farmers supplied produce   

• All 83 counties in Michigan participated  

To understand the impact of this program, Michigan State University Center for 
Regional Food Systems (CRFS) and JFM Consulting Group completed an evaluation 
study with participating producers.  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/the-national-impact-of-michigans-10-cents-a-meal-program
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/the-national-impact-of-michigans-10-cents-a-meal-program
https://pears.io/events/msuext/6533/


Learn more about the benefits of this program for Michigan farmers, food 
distribution partners, and communities here: Michigan Local Food Purchase 
Assistance Program Impact Information Sheets. 

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender 
identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior 
civil rights activity. 

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain 
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language) 
should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program 
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA 
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form 
AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained 
online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by 
calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must 
contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written 
description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged 
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to 
USDA by: 

1. Mail:  
U.S. Department of Agriculture  
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or 

2. Fax:  
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or 

3. Email:  
Program.Intake@USDA.gov  

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fupszhmtab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aBYVp1EwODhWCXNzqHfVzmt2ViWEW3f9SrAgAdgHq6q8iktxnpUuiWVEoCPWXzZVw2DYvMjx5BFcdWMLIGFxV_quITEgRWhBSNYV0FyuvWYgVY2CgnaG_YL4UfLxcRMJH89VAHFL_bmVdZouBPogkW6OPQwinYqFki2nd-whxcmH5FCkkS4Ar-4vWERvlDxLua0uCxjxQVlC8Gc0gmabaCy6w4sUMxEsS9MXcFWmdfkHslmEtYdrjHfSciJdVC9XsMUo6Mo6yjCkpFDfvglt3w%3D%3D%26c%3DgyATPbj8vWIHS13XZL9igS8kE4TdWRgecClNldQ0T18ibl49HbelPw%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk1Qj5k1sjr33xLraUlpMUL7Mp48Pce6L1pskgBiK3wa4_C3rnk5aNQ%3D%3D__%3B!!HXCxUKc!18PiKwVyhtGRJzS-RmydddyFAs2f8TweyaRnbvly1M-xGhZBFrsm7l-BHUsAAWqblJJCpptdmGmdJbY%24&data=05%7C02%7Cmaddoxm2%40michigan.gov%7C963fff24f73843b7fa8a08deac3c320b%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639137571708479074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9WN10AIWYof5s6hEqOoUeoB80AMgOoFinEuoDJQvUus%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fupszhmtab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001aBYVp1EwODhWCXNzqHfVzmt2ViWEW3f9SrAgAdgHq6q8iktxnpUuiWVEoCPWXzZVw2DYvMjx5BFcdWMLIGFxV_quITEgRWhBSNYV0FyuvWYgVY2CgnaG_YL4UfLxcRMJH89VAHFL_bmVdZouBPogkW6OPQwinYqFki2nd-whxcmH5FCkkS4Ar-4vWERvlDxLua0uCxjxQVlC8Gc0gmabaCy6w4sUMxEsS9MXcFWmdfkHslmEtYdrjHfSciJdVC9XsMUo6Mo6yjCkpFDfvglt3w%3D%3D%26c%3DgyATPbj8vWIHS13XZL9igS8kE4TdWRgecClNldQ0T18ibl49HbelPw%3D%3D%26ch%3Dk1Qj5k1sjr33xLraUlpMUL7Mp48Pce6L1pskgBiK3wa4_C3rnk5aNQ%3D%3D__%3B!!HXCxUKc!18PiKwVyhtGRJzS-RmydddyFAs2f8TweyaRnbvly1M-xGhZBFrsm7l-BHUsAAWqblJJCpptdmGmdJbY%24&data=05%7C02%7Cmaddoxm2%40michigan.gov%7C963fff24f73843b7fa8a08deac3c320b%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639137571708479074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9WN10AIWYof5s6hEqOoUeoB80AMgOoFinEuoDJQvUus%3D&reserved=0
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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