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CACFP Week: March 15-21, 2026

Each year, CACFP Week is recognized by the National CACFP Association in
the third week of March. It is designed to bring awareness to how the CACFP
works to combat hunger. This year’s theme, “Stirring Up Goodness,” is
designed to show how this food program has a positive impact on its
participants, one meal at a time. Visit the National CACFP Association for
free resources.

Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2025-2030 Guidance

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has provided guidance
on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2025-2030 and its impact on child
nutrition programs. The USDA Memo, Dietary Guidelines for Americans,
2026-2030 - Eat Real Food states, “Until a final rule implementing changes
to meal requirements is complete, all operators should continue meeting
current requirements while working towards providing the healthiest food
options to program participants.” At this time, there are no changes to
CACFP.

NEW Recordkeeping Training Requirement

In addition to the annual required training all staff must take, the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) is initiating a new requirement for all operational
supervisors (food service directors, CACFP program managers, center
directors, etc.). Every year, supervisors of your CACFP must complete either
the appropriate MDE online recordkeeping training listed below or attend an
in-person recordkeeping training. Completed certificates are required to be
uploaded beginning with the 2027 Coordinated Application.

CACFP: Recordkeeping for Independent Centers

CACFP: Recordkeeping for Sponsoring Organizations

Fiscal Documentation

Changes have been made to the Budget Page in the 2027 Coordinated
Application.


https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/proclamations/2026/03/15/march-15-21-2026-child-and-adult-care-food-program-week
https://www.cacfp.org/national-cacfp-week-main/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program/Op-Memos/USDA-docs/USDA-Memo---Dietary-Guidelines-for-Americans-2025-2030.pdf?rev=a142a07a0c42478e96c5bbdea7663bed&hash=1523346D32F01A1AB83BFFF708FAAA69
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/Child-and-Adult-Care-Food-Program/Op-Memos/USDA-docs/USDA-Memo---Dietary-Guidelines-for-Americans-2025-2030.pdf?rev=a142a07a0c42478e96c5bbdea7663bed&hash=1523346D32F01A1AB83BFFF708FAAA69
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmdoe.state.mi.us%2Fmdedocuments%2FNutritionTrainingFiles%2FCACFPRecordkeepingIC1%2Findex.html%23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGalbaviT%40michigan.gov%7Cd60df477796046c3e82d08dba4b2918c%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638284859089529791%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CeZSPJKLh1rU%2FxNwEDOJ%2FaU%2FWApVZhdu9SyzEisjuFE%3D&reserved=0
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles/CACFPRecordkeepingSO1/index.html#/

To save time when completing your NexSys Application, MDE recommends
you start your budget worksheet now. There are worksheets for sponsoring
organizations and independent centers.

Visit the resources page under the Budget page section for detailed
instructions and copies of the worksheets.

Feel free to contact your analyst with any questions.

March’s Thinking Thursdays
Topic: Child Nutrition Labels

Join our webinar this month to learn how to determine creditable foods using
product formulation statements, child nutrition labels, and more!

Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026
Time: 2 - 3 pm
CACFP In-Person Recordkeeping Training

MDE’s CACFP staff will host in-person recordkeeping training sessions this
year at locations across the state, including Lansing, Gaylord, and Wayne
County. We also offer several opportunities for online webinars and training
modules, as listed below.

Date: Monday, April 13: Lansing

Location: Lansing Capital Works, 2110 South Cedar Street, Lansing, MI,
48910

Training Time: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Additional Training Dates
Tuesday, May 12: Gaylord
Thursday, May 21: Wayne

Registration links for these future training dates will be released in future
newsletters.

Attention: Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodations
should contact MDE-CACFP@Michigan.gov. Requests for accommodations
should be made at least 14 days before the training sessions.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/office-of-nutrition-services/nexsys-child-nutrition-coordinated-application
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/cacfp/cacfp-staff-directory-and-territories
mailto:MDE-CACFP@Michigan.gov

Additional Trainings Available

MDE’s CACFP website is full of useful training opportunities that you can take
at your own pace and at a time that’s convenient for you!

Thinking Thursdays: Topics include family-style meal service, whole grains,
meal pattern basics, and more!

Online Modules: Topics include product labels, special dietary needs,
preschool meal patterns, a new At-Risk Afterschool Meals Program training
module, and many more. You can also receive MiRegistry credit for
completing these online modules.

Tuesdays at 2: Our school nutrition team presents on CACFP-specific topics,
such as the CACFP year-end report and feeding preschoolers.

Additional Nutrition Resources

Check out the Institute of Child Nutrition Meal Time Memos for practical
nutrition tips.

Additional News Inside MDE CACFP

10 Cents a Meal for Michigan’s Kids and Farms Updates

Doubling Investment and Growing Impact: 10 Cents a Meal 2023-
2024 Evaluation Summary Available Now!

Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems (CRFS) is proud
to share the latest Evaluation Summary of the 2023-2024 10 Cents a Meal
Evaluation Results, with additional sections of the report to be published in
the coming weeks.

In 2023-2024, 10 Cents a Meal served the largest number of children in
schools and childcare sites to date! This program provided funds to 269
grantees and served an estimated 590,000+ Michigan children across the
state. Additionally, about 320 unique food suppliers, such as farms and food
hubs, processors, and distributors, participated in getting Michigan-grown
food to grantees.

This initial release of the Evaluation Summary for the 10 Cents a Meal
program can be used to highlight the impact and opportunities made
possible by this program. Please visit the 10 Cents a Meal evaluation and
Farm to School in Michigan for more information.



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/cacfp/resources/thinking-thursdays
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/training/online-training-modules#cacfp
https://miregistry.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/lunch/topics/talk-2
https://theicn.org/icn-resources-a-z/mealtime-memo/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fupszhmtab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001MNBCUKSsgKNVZ1BrObAH_cO0ZB_6HxwXl3_9hmnu8iyOodrMsKaO4jJiuD4nBppLmSMbNuqhd2YjOpeicKYRK_iUPD7_tLK4QzlXN6YubDI5y9SlyAhMoMu4u9ZLmzJC_3EcN1W2kaLJEce2c09zv7yVsyGhL9tA8wBlrCEncAaiggB0HEa5wtQhv2-tGNKo58sOhmDrssRrMl2htACuqsaHIc1RvdYQFrUghs1jsAU%3D%26c%3D1dsoL1XP5A5ACmm_Gio1-UqPmNZ4mOKDN7QeiAKN-ZUYj0_Gl2s2oA%3D%3D%26ch%3DEdSFtvZXWRCAya85aJdH9xInXvJt8EGy6K18_k144WzvYuTZ9ytjPg%3D%3D__%3B!!HXCxUKc!2nUNStNh0FNNZGbZ19Jf12ueZHhOKRNETsgobOaPxRkB7fvHFxGbmAJHdMbbYyS-9asgnD6ykL_it5Q%24&data=05%7C02%7Cmaddoxm2%40michigan.gov%7Cc3468c68f2df4130077708de6f2d82d8%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639070438619844271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bWsy%2FqA5rQCB3LgW%2FmShgFBu1k1Epu%2B%2BobFu1GcW1HA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fupszhmtab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001MNBCUKSsgKNVZ1BrObAH_cO0ZB_6HxwXl3_9hmnu8iyOodrMsKaO4jJiuD4nBppLmSMbNuqhd2YjOpeicKYRK_iUPD7_tLK4QzlXN6YubDI5y9SlyAhMoMu4u9ZLmzJC_3EcN1W2kaLJEce2c09zv7yVsyGhL9tA8wBlrCEncAaiggB0HEa5wtQhv2-tGNKo58sOhmDrssRrMl2htACuqsaHIc1RvdYQFrUghs1jsAU%3D%26c%3D1dsoL1XP5A5ACmm_Gio1-UqPmNZ4mOKDN7QeiAKN-ZUYj0_Gl2s2oA%3D%3D%26ch%3DEdSFtvZXWRCAya85aJdH9xInXvJt8EGy6K18_k144WzvYuTZ9ytjPg%3D%3D__%3B!!HXCxUKc!2nUNStNh0FNNZGbZ19Jf12ueZHhOKRNETsgobOaPxRkB7fvHFxGbmAJHdMbbYyS-9asgnD6ykL_it5Q%24&data=05%7C02%7Cmaddoxm2%40michigan.gov%7Cc3468c68f2df4130077708de6f2d82d8%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C639070438619844271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bWsy%2FqA5rQCB3LgW%2FmShgFBu1k1Epu%2B%2BobFu1GcW1HA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canr.msu.edu/10-cents-a-meal/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/farm_to_school/

10 Cents a Meal Coalition

In response to 10 Cents a Meal funding for Fiscal Year 2026 (31j) not being
included in the State School Aid budget, Groundwork Center for Resilient
Communities has recently launched a 10 Cents a Meal coalition.

The coalition will meet virtually once a month for one hour during the work
week. If you are interested in joining, complete Groundwork’s 10 Cents a
Meal Coalition form. For questions, please contact Groundwork’s Policy
Specialist, Amanda Brezzell, at amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org.

Starting a School or Community Garden: Essential Steps for Success
Course Opportunity

Michigan State University Extension’s Community Food Systems and
Consumer Horticulture teams recently developed a free, self-paced course
for those interested in starting a community or school garden, as well as
those who have just started a garden project.

For more information and to register, please visit Starting a School or
Community Garden: Essential Steps for Success - Community Gardening.

Expanded National Farm to School Coordinators Community of
Practice Opportunity

This is an opportunity for Farm to School Coordinators across the country to
attend and participate in free quarterly Community of Practice (CoP) calls
and engage in a virtual forum with peers and the National Farm to School
Network (NFSN). The CoP calls will include presentations and topics
presented by Learning Collaborative members and the NFSN, and will be an
informal space for coordinators to bring questions and ideas they may have
from the field. The first meeting is on March 27, 2026, at 2:00-3:15 pm
CST.

For questions, please reach out directly to Trisha@farmtoschool.org.

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex
(including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO0kGTJZr4cg61MQSCOs6swYKdtfRvAajn4vGdlEa89pJ8Og/viewform
mailto:amanda.brezzell@groundworkcenter.org
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/starting-a-school-or-community-garden-essential-steps-for-success#register
https://www.canr.msu.edu/courses/starting-a-school-or-community-garden-essential-steps-for-success#register
mailto:Trisha@farmtoschool.org

Sign Language) should contact the responsible state or local agency that
administers the program or USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a
Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be
obtained online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any
USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to
USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone
number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in
sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR)
about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed
AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email:
Program.Intake@USDA.qgov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.


https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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