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The Fiscal Year 2026 budget currently includes funding for nonpublic schools that 
participate in the School Breakfast Program (SBP) and National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) to participate in MSM. Future funding is dependent on the state 
budget process. The following FAQs address how nonpublic schools can be prepared 
to participate in MSM if funding continues after Fiscal Year 2026. 
 
My nonpublic school is interested in participating in MSM. What are the 
requirements? 
The current requirements for participation in MSM include: 

1. Must participate in both the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and the 
School Breakfast Program (SBP). 

2. Must adopt the Community Eligibility Provision to maximize federal 
reimbursement, if applicable. 

3. Must collect relevant family income information via the Application for 
Education and Nutrition Benefit Applications, and Direct Certification Reports. 

4. Must write off all outstanding student meal negative balances. 
 
What can I do this school year to prepare for MSM? 
If funding is made available in the upcoming fiscal year budget, past participation in 
the SBP will be required, so MDE encourages schools to start a SBP in School Year 
2025-2026. Here are some steps to get a breakfast program up and running: 

1. Survey parents on interest in a breakfast program. 
2. Decide the method of serving breakfast (cafeteria, breakfast in the 

classroom, etc.) 
3. Train staff for SBP. 

a. MDE Breakfast webinars 
i. March 4 – MDE School Breakfast 1.0 webinar 
ii. March 18 – MDE School Breakfast 2.0 webinar 

b. SBP: Breakfast Meal Pattern 
c. SBP: Making Breakfast a Success - Food Service Edition 
d. SBP: Making Breakfast a Success - Administrator's Edition 
e. SNP: Offer vs. Serve (OVS) 
f. SNP: Guidance for Point of Service (POS) Counting 

4. Promote breakfast to students, parents, and staff. 
a. Staff Flyer 
b. School Breakfast Promotion Strategies.pdf 

5. After spring break, start the breakfast program pilot during School Year 
2025-2026. 

6. Amend the 2026 Coordinated Application to add SBP to the district’s program 
application and reimbursement claim. 

 
Where do I find resources for MSM?   
The Michigan School Meals website is kept up to date with the latest information. 
Questions may be directed to MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov. 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jldhgTODTLaMfHN-e4rIqw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wXIHHfSNSWaAn1IEj2sXIw
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles-2022/SBPBreakfastMealPattern/index.html#/#/##################################################
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles/SBPMakingBreakfastaSuccessFSE/index.html#/#/##
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles/SBPMakingBreakfastaSuccessAE/index.html#/#/##
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles-2022/SNP-OffervsServe/index.html#/#/####################################################
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/mdedocuments/NutritionTrainingFiles/SNPGuidanceForPOSCounting/index.html#/#/####################################
https://projectbread.org/resources1/staff-flyer
https://bestpractices.nokidhungry.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/School%20Breakfast%20Promotion%20Strategies.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/michigan-school-meals
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@michigan.gov

