Tribal Affiliation Data
in Michigan Schools

In Michigan, every school district collects information about students,
including enrollment, demographics, and participation in programs. This data is
shared with the Michigan Department of Education to help monitor and
improve publicly funded educational programs, as required by state and
federal laws.

Things for You to Know

New Requirement in the State School Aid Act

The State School Aid Act added a new requirement for districts to gather data on
students' tribal affiliations. This change was made with input from Michigan's Tribal
Nations.

Your Participation is Optional

Starting in the 2025-2026 school year, all schools will provide the opportunity for
tribal affiliation to be shared. Sharing tribal affiliation information is completely
voluntary.

Your Privacy is Protected

If you choose to share this information, any information shared will be safeguarded
by privacy laws like FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act), which
prevent discrimination and protect personal information.

Why It Matters

The data will help improve communication between schools and Tribal Nations. It
may also help school districts determine if they are eligible to apply for extra funding
to support Indigenous learners.

Email us at hello@ieimi.org with questions.
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