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INTRODUCTION

Rationale
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Comprehensive Center Network

REGION 8
> Indiana | Michigan | Ohio

When families and schools, child care centers, and community organizations partner to support
children’s literacy achievement, children have more opportunities to learn and practice essential literacy
skills and grow as readers and writers. To further enhance these partnerships, the Michigan Department
of Education has created two sets of briefs for teachers with accompanying sets of infographics

for families—one for families of prekindergarten (Pre-K) children and another for families of children
in kindergarten through grade 3 (K-3)—on read alouds, writing, and abundant reading opportunities.
Each teacher brief highlights one of these three essential instructional practices and provides

suggestions for how teachers can engage with families around these practices to help enhance

children’s literacy learning both at school
and at home. Each infographic provides

free, concrete, and simple ideas about
how families can engage with their
children and encourage reading and
writing at home. Families can also find
links to additional resources at the bottom
of each infographic. Your support of
families’ use of the infographics can help

bridge learning from school to home,

and home to school, to result in students’
increased literacy achievement, a key
indicator of lifelong success. We
encourage you to use the briefs and
infographics in tandem as you partner
with and support families’ literacy efforts.

This resource pairs the infographics with

monthly messages to help child care

centers, schools, teachers, and others who
engage with children to build family

partnerships to enhance students’ literacy o
development at school and at home.

The goal is for you to build strong

relationships and trust to effectively

partner with families to engage children in o
literacy-based activities. Through this

work, schools can bridge literacy

development between school and homes,

General guidelines for communicating with families about
how they can support literacy development at home include:

Working together to acknowledge families’
experiences and assets, provide translations of
communications when the home language is
not English.

Survey families for preferred communication method.
Be consistent and predictable. Send messages in the
families’ preferred manner (newsletter, Twitter, email,
etc.) and on an identified regular schedule (weekly,
monthly, etc.). Regular and consistent communication
builds trust.

Seek feedback about families’” experiences with the
suggested activities. Soliciting families’ ideas on how
to better support their literacy work at home and on
the messages themselves builds trust and
collaboration. Use their feedback to refine your
communication efforts over time.

Use multiple platforms or channels that work for
families (ClassDojo, email, text, newsletters, etc.).
Using multiple channels or platforms increases access
for families.

Include students in the process. Have them lead some
of the communication efforts with their families and
report back on their experiences with the suggested
activities at home.

giving children more literacy opportunities
in multiple contexts.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/academic-standards/literacy/family-engagement-for-literacy
https://literacyessentials.org/

Overview of monthly messages
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This document provides messages tailored to Pre-K and K-3 families for each month (August—June)
for you to use in your monthly or weekly newsletter, on social media, and other communication
channels. There are three monthly sets of messages related to each infographic. Beginning with
September’s set, you will find the entire infographic related to read alouds, followed by sets of
messages related to read alouds for September, October, and November. The pattern repeats for the
sets of messages related to the writing (December, January, February) and abundant reading (March,
April, May) infographics. The messages for August and June are not directly related to the infographics
and therefore look a bit different.

Each monthly set of messages includes at least one slide with quick response (QR) codes that link to the
highlighted resources displayed on the slide before. This optional QR code slide is for print versions of
these messages (printed newsletters, etc.). These QR slides would not be used with social media
messages since devices such as smart phones would both display the messages and need to use the
camera to access the resources. Simply copy and paste the messages into your preferred
communication channels, using the “Take a Snapshot” feature. If you prefer to use different pictures or
pictures of your own students, copy just the text.

You might also consider printing out the infographics (included before the set of monthly messages
related to each) and sharing them as hardcopies. They could be shared at parent-teacher conferences,
curriculum nights, posted on your hallway bulletin board, and placed in students’ backpacks.

The messages are organized first by Pre-K then by K-3, beginning in August to coincide with the start of
the school year. This calendar is provided as only one example of how to roll out the resources and
scaffold families’ learning about how to use them. You can adjust the schedule as needed based on your
school calendar. The overview of the monthly messages below lists the respective focus.

August Overview of Resources — #1 Family Engagement for Literacy
g Family-School Partnerships — #2
| o Pre-K Read Aloud Teacher Brief
September Read Alouds ~ ACt!V!ty Al Pre-K Read Aloud Family Infographic
October Read Alouds — Activity #2 K—3 Read Aloud Teacher Brief
November Read Alouds — Activity #3 £d ou eac. erene )
K—3 Read Aloud Family Infographic
- B Pre-K Writing Teacher Brief
;Jecember wr!?ng—ﬁc?v:y :; Pre-K Writing Family Infographic
anuary riting — Activity " .
February Writing — Activity #3 (=3 Wr!t!ng Teac'her Brief .
K=3 Writing Family Infographic
Pre-K Abundant Reading Teacher Brief
Pre-K Abundant Reading Famil
March Abundant Reading — Activity #1 Infozraphi & Y
April Abundant Reading — Activity #2 -NTORrapnic ) of
May Abundant Reading — Activity #3 K—3 Abundant Read!ng Teac.her Brie
K—=3 Abundant Reading Family
Infographic
June/July (Summer) | Summer Literacy Learning



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/family-engagement-for-literacy
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=29653d0f507840fe973603fa468295ce&hash=2740C44E33F171210CF7E9578F7E61D0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=29653d0f507840fe973603fa468295ce&hash=2740C44E33F171210CF7E9578F7E61D0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=15292e83e8e7425c8229eb749c3270d1&hash=3417BF09DE9EDCDEDCE2418292D0D2F2
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=15292e83e8e7425c8229eb749c3270d1&hash=3417BF09DE9EDCDEDCE2418292D0D2F2
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=b6af26cd1b5248eda139395799d06013&hash=CA16CB851BA8DE3D693CF7D9BC1EAA56
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=b6af26cd1b5248eda139395799d06013&hash=CA16CB851BA8DE3D693CF7D9BC1EAA56
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=06bb56050e4f4c49acb3cce93655b173&hash=3775B22853F99873CA13893034DD3D03
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Interactions_Around_Writing_for_PreK.pdf?rev=d43f7392a53a4f87b3f93f7db87dfdbd&hash=1256AD0925EB8DD5292D0A701D4C9DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Interactions_Around_Writing_for_PreK.pdf?rev=d43f7392a53a4f87b3f93f7db87dfdbd&hash=1256AD0925EB8DD5292D0A701D4C9DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_PreK_English.pdf?rev=8c28de15330144c5b7b12a7a31429aa3&hash=2EA7042F1813088A7D60DB9AC96BDFDE
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_PreK_English.pdf?rev=8c28de15330144c5b7b12a7a31429aa3&hash=2EA7042F1813088A7D60DB9AC96BDFDE
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=841ae2d37cc34aaf99ce9c8c51ae0995&hash=CEE1C59995DDD38ADC2DAEBE8BB85944
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=841ae2d37cc34aaf99ce9c8c51ae0995&hash=CEE1C59995DDD38ADC2DAEBE8BB85944
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=17d6154933c64ba69949b001aac086fe&hash=5A2883A9867F76E238F63897C2F517B1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Provision_of_Abundant_Reading_Materials_PreK.pdf?rev=57d17e98907d45098a6317206ffa140b&hash=02A780556198673CA3256BE7EB2B0F68
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_PreK_English.pdf?rev=ab1860b57c8d42dd9daa15c812659743&hash=B9D9C749B5B6F98EBB6FE018FFB231A3
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_PreK_English.pdf?rev=ab1860b57c8d42dd9daa15c812659743&hash=B9D9C749B5B6F98EBB6FE018FFB231A3
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Reading_Materials_and_Opportunities_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=88f11aa7ac78449b9d2bec413882681c&hash=7FD21D10E0F56FB928798814CF67CEE5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Reading_Materials_and_Opportunities_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=88f11aa7ac78449b9d2bec413882681c&hash=7FD21D10E0F56FB928798814CF67CEE5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=349c6627051348da9426eedc71a9b208&hash=2320E831F3D11684FD48D85F02A0D490
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=349c6627051348da9426eedc71a9b208&hash=2320E831F3D11684FD48D85F02A0D490
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How to use this resource

This resource includes the infographics along with an easy-to-use set of monthly messages to help you
widely distribute and encourage the use of the infographics by families. Each month, you can share the
content included in this resource with families, highlighting specific suggestions in bite-size pieces for
them to try at home. These messages can be included in your newsletters; social media posts; and
school, classroom, and organization websites. You can use these same activities with your students,
and then follow up with families and gather feedback about how the activities worked at home.

As partners, you and your students’ families can enhance students’ early literacy achievement. The aim
is to provide suggestions each month for families to interact with their children around literacy to build
support for their child’s learning.

One very important caveat for English language learners and their families is to be sure to
encourage reading and writing in their home language, especially if families are not fluent
English speakers. Becoming biliterate and bilingual is a lifelong asset. You can support these
families by noting any differences in directionality, grammar, and language as children bring
these experiences back to the classroom.

A look at what you’ll find for each set of messages

Each infographic

Each infographic is highlighted across three months, beginning with the September set of messages.
Read alouds are highlighted in September, October, and November. Writing is highlighted in December,
January, and February. Abundant reading opportunities are highlighted in March, April, and May. For an
example of one of these infographics in their entirety see page 7.

Set of monthly messages
Each month (for September—May) you will find four messages. The first includes a headline with a

statement about why this activity (read alouds, writing, abundant reading) is important. Then, you will
find practical ways families can interact with their children around that activity. Finally, you will find two
messages with two resources that you can highlight related to read alouds, writing, or abundant
reading. The one with links is for social media and the other with QR codes is for newsletters. You can
use all four of these at once or spread them out to align with your usual schedule for publishing
newsletters or social media posts. For text messages, copy and paste text-appropriate chunks (e.g., for
the third message, text only a couple of bullets, instead of the entire message). For one example of a
typical set of monthly messages, see page 8.

The messages for August and June/July are a bit different. These months only have two messages
in the set. The August messages provide an overview of the resources and set the stage for the rest
of the school year. The June/July messages provide information about how to support summer
literacy learning.






August
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Messages Overview*

Overview of Resources - #1

Family-School Partnerships — #2

*This month has two key messages.

Messages:

Pre-K Families

HELP YOUR CHILD
BE A BETTER READER
AND WRITER.

Visit the Michigan
Department of Education’s
Family Engagement for
Literacy home page to
see how you can support
your child.

Pre-K Families

IS YOUR LITTLE ONE
HEADING TO SCHOOL
THIS FALL?

A new set of resources is
available for families of

Pre-K children with easy,
free activities to do with
your child.

Pre.K Families

HELP YOUR CHILD
BE A BETTER READER
AND WRITER.

Michigan Department of Education’s
Family Engagement for Literacy Home Page

la

Pre-K Families

IS YOUR LITTLE ONE
HEADING TO SCHOOL
THIS FALL?

A new set of resources
is available for families
of Pre-K children.

The entire set of infographics can be found at the Michigan Department of Education’s

Family Engagement for Literacy home page.

)5
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Essential Instructional
Practices in Early Literacy:
Prekindergarten

hitps://literacyessentials.org
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Read Alouds

WHY READ AlUUl]S" ‘ Families of

The most important thing you can do to :
prepare your child to be a successful reader ‘ Pre-K Children

is to read aloud to your child every day.

i - Point to objects in the pictures and run your finger
Draw Attention. under the words while you read them aloud.

« Point out characteristics of letters and
their sounds.

- Point out words and talk about their meaning.

- Point out the parts of the book, such as the title,
cover, author, and illustrator.

Draw your child’s attention
to the printed material.

.............................................................................................

Ask Questions Before, during, and/or after reading, ask your
' child about the:
Help your child retell Tk
the text. Pl
- Characters
- Ideas
- Emotions
- Setting or location
Use I]irnctiimality - Move your finger under the words, left to right, to

help your child understand how to move his or her
Demonstrate reading left to eyes across the page to read.

right and top o bottom. » Guide your child to run his or her fingers under the
words as well.

Great Books To Read Aloud: Mtpl:[m:ndh‘:uhhmﬂbmks
Practice Guides for Families: http://www.earlyliteracylearning org/pgparents. php
Videos: https://www.readingrockets.org/webcasts/1002

The comemis of ths dosumest ap [1F:4 o B {nx Cfize of Program wd Grantes Sugpert Jerviees (PGSD0 witun the Oz of
L 3 (DETE] by oo R B G i “—‘—lﬂ*“mh—ln-ﬁl-p-ﬂi!ﬁ"n_
™ may mark el hypertadt sk corfar! xiiresses, poc wedslen 1 infermaton grass aec
ped b it a0 g ergaIts The .5 Do ¢ Cous riien Boes wes peanl o T I, TN, AL O CoTpietnas If 3 cutnde
ifamestion inchided in mﬂhfnﬂ.lﬂ_ﬂﬂ“-ﬂﬁ lﬂli.i.lﬁ “imh“m
iy e ULE Degartmoeit of Edusaton of any product, conmaedity. servise, estenpries. careulam, o program of mafyust ion mendeied m this documest i mtendsd o sheold be iwferred.

)6
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September

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #1

Messages:

Pre-K Families

READ ALOUD
TO YOUR CHILD
EVERY DAY!

WHY READ ALOUDS?

The most important thing
you can do to help your
child be a successful
reader is read aloud to
them every day.

As a beginning reader,
your child benefits
greatly from hearing
books read aloud.

Pre-K Families

Resources for Read Alouds

We Need Diverse Books

Draw Attention

Point to:
* Letters and name
their sounds

* Words and talk
about their meaning

A website that promotes literature that
reflects the lives of all young people.

for Preschoolers

A list of books for different age groups

* The title, cover, )
and what each book is about.

author, and
illustrator

Resources for Read Alouds

We Need
Diverse Books

Great Read
Alouds for
Preschoolers

»7
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October

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #2

Messages:
Pre-K Families
WHAT QUESTIONS ASK QUESTIONS WHEN
ARE YOU ASKING? YOU READ ALOUD

Ask your child to
retell the story after
you finish the book.

Questions help your
child develop skills to
better understand
stories and give you a
chance to enjoy books
more.

Pre-K Families

WHAT TO DO DURING
A READ ALOUD

Resources for Read Alouds

Diverse Book Finder
A comprehensive collection of children's

Before, during, and after 3
picture books featuring people of color,

reading, ask your child
about the:

i Torie Read It Again!
A resource with information on why
* Characters reading again is important.
= |deas
= Emotions

= Setting or location

10

Resources for Read Alouds

Diverse Book
Finder

Read It Again!

11a
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November

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #3

Messages:

Pre-K Families

IT’S POLITE
TO POINT
(TO THE WORDS)!

Draw Attention

= Point out characteristics of
Knowing that we read letters and their sounds.
from left to right and

top to bottom is key to

learning to read.

= Point out words and talk
about their meaning.

12

Resources for Read Alouds

WHAT TO DO
DURING A READ ALOUD Launching Young Readers
A website with ideas for launching a
child into a bright future with
successful reading strategies.

= As you read, move
your fingers under
the text.

= Guide your child to
move their fingers
under the text as
you read together.

Lee & Low Books
Offers diverse, bilingual
(Spanish/English) books
for young readers.

14

Pre-K Families , 8

Resources for Read Alouds

Launching [ [w]

Young Readers =5 :
= ﬁ

Lee & Low
Books E' E-
[=

15a

»9
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Writing

WHY ENCOURAGE YOUR | Faniteso
PREKINDERGARTENER TOWRITE? ey

When you help your child to write, he or
she learns about sounds within words and
how letters match the sounds.

How To Support Writing at Home

2 P + If your child is pretending to be a vet with his or
Write for Mﬂaﬂlﬂg. her stuffed animals, offer your child paper to write
Make writing a prescription.
exploration meaningful. + When you are making your grocery list, let your child

make his or her own list, too.

Encourage your child to write his or her name

on drawings.

+ Hawve your child tell a story while you write it down.

+ Askyour child to pick a picture from a book or
magazine and write about what he or she sees.

+ Allow your child to write without being concerned
Focus More on the Process. " 2, W i bt

Focus less on the product. ., Help your child focus on putting ideas on paper,
instead of forming letters or spelling words correctly.

3 HH H + Share junk mail, catalogs, and old magazines for your
Provide Writing Materials. * % 2 g

Give yont child pens, + Encourage your child to keep a journal.
pencils, Paper! notepads, - Let your child take a journal when you take them on
and/or a journal. walks and encourage them to share what they write.
- Give your child time to stop and write or draw what
he or she sees or feels.

- “Read” the journal together when you get home.

+ First: Scribbling, drawing, or mimicking
l.ln_tln;:rstan_d Emergent pikbhinh e
w"hng Skills. + Next: Copying words from books, posters, or cereal
The statt of writing skills, baxes, showing knowledge of letter formation and the
concept of words.

+ And then: Drawing and writing strings of random
letters to convey a message.

+ Finally: Matching letters to their sounds to write words.

Parent Resources for Reading and Writing: https:/fwww.rif.org/literacy-central/parents
Supporting Very Young Writers: https:/fwww.readingrockets.org/pdfsfedextras/6o195-en.pdf
Activities and Projects: https:ffwrww.naeyc.orgfour-work/ffamilies/support-writing-home

The cerieris af this Gosumentwens develased under a grantfam fhe LS. Denariment of Edacation theouph the OFize of Pregram: and Grangee Suapert Servioes (PEIZ) within fhe (fioe of
Elernercary ord Zecordery Eduzaden (DEZEL by $he Regian B Comprehiernzien Covierat 107 under Award #2258 3810000. This saviaiea ressarces that sre provided for the seader's converiznze.
and al

maintsined by ather pabliz and priwrte orgavzationy. The 2. Deasstmest of Efuzation foss act contrel or uatsriee fe aooumacy, redevance, timefisesy, ar completenssy of sy cutside
mmmmmmmwmmmmmnmummu&wummmm
oy the L. Demarimest of Eduaton of any product, Gily. mervise, eaterprize. ar program of ineinustion mestiesed in this decumest i inkendad or shewlt be infered.
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Comprehensive Center Network

December

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #1

Messages:
Pre-K Families Prak Familel
IT'S “WRITE” WHY ENCOURAGE
TO PRETEND! YOUR CHILD TO WRITE?

When you help your
child to write, they learn
about sounds within
words and how letters
match the sounds.

Have your child write
as part of their
playtime to learn about
different reasons to
write.

16 17

Pre-K Families
Pre-K Families P
HOW TO SUPPORT Resources for Writing
WRITING AT HOME Promoting Preschoolers’

Emergent Writing

Read this article to learn more
about your child’s emergent
writing skills.

= Encourage your child
to write their name
on drawings.

= Have your child tell a
story while you write
it down.

The Brown Bookshelf
Showcasing books written
and illustrated by

African Americans.

E$aa

Resources for Writing

Promoting
Preschoolers’
Emergent
Writing

O]

The Brown
Bookshelf

»11
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Comprehensive Center Network

January

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #2

Messages:
Pre-K Families
THAT'S NOTJUNK MAIL! Focus more on the process.
THAT’S A LEARNING Help your child focus on
OPPORTUNITY! putting ideas on paper,

instead of forming letters or
Share your catalogs, spelling words correctly.
flyers, and magazines

with your child to read.

20

SUPPORT Resources for Writing

WRITING AT HOME
Emergent Writing Background
Information

Learn more about how reading

and writing go hand in hand.

= Let your child write on
junk mail, catalogs, and
old magazines.

New York Public Library:

Vibrant Voices

Book lists for kids featuring authars

of color.

= Encourage your child to
keep a journal and read
it together.

22

Resources for Writing

Emergent
Writing
Background
Information

New York
Public Library:
Vibrant Voices

23a
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Comprehensive Center Network

February

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #3

Messages:
Pre-K Families.
THOSE SQUIGGLES Early Stages of
SAY SOMETHING! Learning to Write

= Writing can be fun! Scribbling or drawing.

Use finger paint, play
dough, or food to
make letters and
words.

Then, copying letters and
words from books, posters,
or cereal boxes.

24

Pre-K Families.

Later Stages of
Learning to Write

Drawing and writing random
letters to convey a message.

Then, matching letters to
their sounds to write words.

Resources for Writing

Supporting
Very Young
Writers

MiSelf
In Books

Resources for Writing

Supporting Very Young Writers
Learn how to support your young
writer's efforts in some very simple
ways.

Miself in Books

Alist of diverse books for Michigan
learners selected

by a committee of certified

school librarians.

»13
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Abundant Reading

WHY PROVIDE AN ABUNDANCE OF | Familiesof
READING MATERIAL?

_ _ o | PreK Children
With lots of reading materials available,
children are encouraged to read. When
children see adults reading, they learn the
importance of reading.
How To Provide Opportunities To Read
i + Find books or other reading materials related to
Eamﬂ?:;:l“ ections for your child’s interests, hobbies, and activities.
nur. . : + Share books or other reading materials that
Fascinated by trains? relate to your child's cultural background
Princesses? There's a book and experiences.
about that!
Surround Your Child * Pm-.ride_lots of reading m:aterial in your humg th_at
g your child can access. This encourages learning in
With Books. your home.
Have a variety of reading - Read books and other digital and print resources
materials around the to your children. This will help them gain skills
house every day. needed throughout their lives.

-

Start building a home library by visiting garage
sales, thrift stores, and library giveaways.

Make a Reading Nook. + Read different kinds of materials together and talk

: about their purpose.
Ha‘.-rlng an abundanceof Find a quiet, cozy spot to read together with
books in the home shows your child.

reading 1simportant. + Make reading time a fun part of your routine and

encourage your child to try new kinds of books
and materials.

Model Hﬁalﬁltg + Have your child see you reading for pleasure and
e purpose. For example:
When adults value

reading, children learn
to value reading too.

- Show your child how you read a recipe when
cooking a new dish.

- Let your child see you reading a magazine or a
novel, or even the back of a cereal box.

- Talk with your child about what you read and
what you are learning as you read.

Public Libraries in Michigan: https:/fpubliclibraries.com/state/michigan
Dolly Parton's Library: https:/fimaginationlibrary.com/usa/find-my-program
Creating a Home Library: https://www.readingrockets.org/pdfsjedextras/26730-en.pdf

Thnrhh-fl-h-d—imbdﬂnlr-_hll&[hlhdiHui:-l-ﬁ&l!—... i Grankee Zugpert Zenvives PEIE) within the Dffice of
Elerneniary snd Zecendsry Edusaion (0E2EL by #e Region B C: -t IGF 1 F2230810000. Thizountens ressarces that ore provided For the mader's covenisnze.
Thess malsiai may sorlais Se e and resammancalions ol wasious subjes? mafer expadts o well ot hypertadd liskz, contarl sddresses, and weisdles fa infaemafion saaded asdl
maintsined by atherpablic and privats organizrtion:. The ULE. Deaartmest of Eduartion foss sct canirel or gunaniee $ie ascursy, relesaace, timsfiness, ar completen=ss of oy cukide
imfarmation inoledad in theze malerisls. The views sqesisd hasin da nat nessssily reprabant the pasitiors or pelicies of the LT Degartment of Edusalion. Ko effisizl sndemenent
fby the LLE. Degarimant o Eduzation of any presuct, commediy, service, saterprise, sumisulan, ar program of imirustion meeSiased inthis dosumestis intended o sheold be informd.
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Comprehensive Center Network

Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #1

Messages:

Pre-K Families

THERE'S A BOOK
ABOUT THAT!

Having lots of materials
around for your child
to read is important.

28

HOW TO PROVIDE
READING
OPPORTUNITIES

Find books or other

reading materials related
to your child’s interests.

30

Resources for Providing
an Abundance of
Reading Materials

Ensuringa
Print Rich
Environment

Unite for
Literacy

WHY PROVIDE
AN ABUNDANCE OF
READING MATERIAL?

With lots of reading
material available, children
are encouraged to read.

Resources for Providing
an Abundance of
Reading Materials

Ensuring a “Print-Rich”
Environment

Learn more about providing a
“print-rich” environment in your home.

Unite for Literacy

An app, home and classroom library
materials, and e-books narrated in
over 50 languages.

)y 15
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Comprehensive Center Network

April

Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #2

Messages:

[T

Try Something
Different!

Have your child try
different kinds of
reading material, like
cookbooks or other
how-to books.

32

Pre-K Families

HOW TO PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES
TO READ

Make a comfy reading
nook by putting pillows
on the floor and stacks
of reading materials on
either side.

34

Pre-K Families

Resources for
Providing an Abundance
of Reading Materials

How to
Build a
Home
Library

Latinxs [EEME =]
in Kid Lit %
O <

Pre-K Families

HOW TO PROVIDE
READING OPPORTUNITIES

Surround your child
with books.

Have all kinds of reading
material around the
house every day.

Resources for
Providing an Abundance
of Reading Materials

How to Build a Home Library
Use this resource to help you create a
home library.

Latinxs in Kid Lit

Book lists, book reviews, book talks,
and teaching ideas focused on
Latinx people in children’s and
young adults’ literature.

) 16
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Comprehensive Center Network

May

Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #3

Messages:
Pre-K Families
LET THEM HOW TO PROVIDE
SEE YOU READ! OPPORTUNTIES TO READ

= Show your child how you
read a recipe.

= Let your child see you
reading a magazine or a
novel, or even the back of

You are your child’s first
teacher. When they

see you reading, they see
the importance of reading.

a cereal box.
36
e ramiges Resources for
HOW TO PROVIDE Abundant Reading
OPPORTUNITIES

TO READ Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
See if your community participates in

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library.

It's a great way to get free books for

your child.

Share reading materials
that relate to your child’s
cultural background

: Social Justice Books
and experiences.

Book lists and reviews of social justice
and multicultural children's literature.

38

Resources for
Abundant Reading
Dolly Parton’s [E]?
Imagination
Library

Social Justice
Books

y 17
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June/July (Summer)

REGION 8
> Indiana | Michigan

| Ohio

Message Overview

Summer Literacy Learning

Messages:

TALKING IS
S0 IMPORTANT!

Talking with your child
every day helps them:

* Understand how
language works

« Develop listening skills
* Become good readers

40.

v

Find Your Local Library

Michigan
Libraries
by City

Cotton Quilts E E

41a

Find Your Local Library

Michigan Libraries by City
Find your local library and discover
more about the resources your local
library has for you and your family.

Cotton Quilts
Lists of diversity resources and annual
book lists of newly published books.

)18
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Comprehensive Center Network

August

Messages Overview*®

Overview of Resources = #1

Family-School Partnerships— #2

*This month has two key messages.

Messages:

K-Grade 3 Familie

FAMILY-SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS FOR
BETTER READERS
AND WRITERS.

For suggestions on what
you can do at home, visit
the Michigan Department
of Education’s

Family Engagement
for Literacy homepage.

CONTINUED
READING SUCCESS
HAPPENS THROUGH
FAMILY-SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS!

A new set of resources

is available for families of
K-Grade 3 children. You will
find activities that you can do
with your child that are free
and easy.

FAMILY-SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIPS FOR
BETTER READERS
AND WRITERS.

la
Family-School
Partnerships =
Your Child’s = i
Reading Success! - :i: ~ %
T Y
el 4
BB
Michigan Department of Education
3

The entire set of infographics can be found on the Michigan Department of Education’s

Family Engagement for Literacy homepage.

) 20
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Read Alouds

v

MICHIGAN
=~<Education

WHY READ ALOUDS? | Familiesof

Read alouds help children understand new K-3 Child
ideas, build background knowledge about ‘ i
topics, and learn the meaning of words.

What To Do During a Read Aloud

Ask Questions. + Ask your child questions before, during, and after
] you read a book.
Develop understanding. « Ask about the characters and ideas, and how the
book might end.

+ For very young children, ask where the cover is, or
where to start reading on the page.

-

Ask what new information your child learned

after reading.
Talk About Sounds « Have your child tell you the sounds of letters.
+ Ask what letters or word parts he or she used to
and Words. identify the words.

Point out letters and
letter sounds.

"

Point to the words as you read if your child still
needs help understanding that he or she should
read from left to right.

+ Talk about the meanings of words used in the text.

Have Fun! + Bring the text to life for your child and enjoy the
. time reading together.
Encourage a love for
reading and motivation
to read. + Change your tone and use gestures while you read.
+ Talk about the pictures, new words and ideas, and
what your child is learning.

+ Use different voices for different characters.

Provide a Variety + Seek avariety of different books and materials to

_ read aloud.
of Materials. .
: ) Read cereal boxes while you eat breakfast or read
Read everything, anytime!  billboards while you are in the car.

Provide digital and print books, magazines, and
comic books.

-

"

\ MORK —— Tips and Resources: https:fwww.meadow er.org/files/resources/Read Aloud_Web.pdf
cc“ m ' D ﬁ |J )) —— Great Books To Read Aloud: https:/jwww.readingrockets.orgfaudience/parents

Videns: https:jfwww.readingrockets.org/reading-topics/reading-aloud

Comprehenatve Conber Metwozk

The cemiemls ofthis dosument mees developed uacer a prantdrom fhe LS. Depariment of Edacation theouph he (Fice of Py d Grandes Zupert Services (PGETE) within fhe Office of
Elermertary srd Zrcendary Edusstion (DL by $e Region B Camprehensies Conter ot I under kwand #E2308100040 Thiz santsins ressarces that are provided for the saader’s convenisnze.
Teeze salerial may saslais the dews and resammascalions ol vatious sobjes? rafar expedts o well o% hyperted fiskz, confact addiecses, and welsles fs infaemalion oravled asd
mairkzined by wiber pabliz and privats organations. The ULZ. Denartment of Efusrtion fos: set caprel o guaariee $1e sooummcy, redevasee, timefisesy, or completenzsy of mry putside
infarreation inciicked in thite malerias Tha viswe qstted hassin d fiot repria the selivies aftha L5 of Ediizaliat. Ko sMsial enderentent
by the LLE. Degariment of Efuaation of anp product, menvise, enterprise, sumi ar pogran of ¥ [ isaed in this dosumest is inbended o should be infomed.
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Comprehensive Center Network

September

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #1

Messages:

READ ALOUD
TO YOUR CHILD
EVERY DAY!

As your child continues
learning how to read,
reading aloud to them
is important.

rade 3 Families.

Ask Questions!

= Before, during, and after
reading

= About the characters,
ideas, and how the book
might end

= What your child learned

K-Grade 3 Families

Resources
for Read Alouds

Great Read Alouds
for Babies through
Grade 3

7a

K-Grade 3 Families

Why Read Alouds?

Read alouds help
children understand new
ideas, build knowledge,
and learn the meaning
of words.

Resources
for Read Alouds

Great Read Alouds for Babies
through Grade 3

An article about read alouds, along
with lists of books, videos, and links
to other resources.

Diverse Book Finder
Provides a comprehensive
collection of Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color (BIPOC)
children’s picture books.

) 22
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Comprehensive Center Network

October

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #2

Messages:

K-Grade 3 Families K-Grade 3 Families

Talk About

SOUNDS AND WORDS Sounds and Words

ARE IMPORTANT!
= Have your child talk about
Ask about letter sounds, the sounds of letters.
parts of words, and the

meanings of words.

= Ask what letters or word
parts your child used to
identify words.

race 3 Families. Resources

L] i 48

d el Atiut for Read Alouds
Sounds and Words

Reading Rockets:
Reading Aloud

= Point to words as you read
if your child needs help
understanding that we read
left to right.

= Talk about the meanings
of words used in the text.

K-Grade 3 Families

Resources
for Read Alouds

Reading Rockets:  [m]
Reading Aloud

Calorin Colorado:
Bilingual Books

Multiple resources related to read
alouds, including a video and how
to choose books to read aloud.

Colorin Colorado:

Bilingual Books

Offers bilingual, research-based
content for educators and
families of English language
learners.

) 23
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November

Message Overview

Read Alouds — Activity #3

Messages:

ARE YOU
HAVING FUN YET?

Reading to your child
shows them how
enjoyable it can be.

Use different voices,

gestures, and sounds.

12

K-Gradg 3

Provide a Variety
of Materials

= Look for different books
and materials to read

aloud.

= Read cereal boxes while
you eat or billboards

while you drive.

K-Grade 3 Families

During a
Read Aloud
Talk About:

= The pictures
= New words and ideas
= What your child is learning

13

Resources
for Read Alouds

Interactive Read Alouds:
Learning from Books Together
A video showing a read aloud,
along with how to ask questions.

Cooperative Children’s Book Center
A website with lists of children’s books,
with a highlighted book each week.

Resources
for Read Alouds

Interactive Read
Alouds: Learning
from Books
Together

Cooperative
Children’s Book
Center

) 24
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Writing

WHY WRITE AT HOME? | Familiesof

Writing helps students learn about letter =
..M-L(Egdgﬁyi formation and the relationship between ‘ K-3 Children
letters and sounds. It also supports
spelling and grammar. Children learn how
to develop ideas through writing.

Make an “Office” for - Give your child different kinds of paper, pencils,

5 and crayons.
Your Child. - Provide ideas and reasons to write, such as grocery
Develop purpose. or to-do lists.

- Encourage story writing, or have your child
describe how to do different activities, like make

abed.
Talk About Sounds - Ask what your child is writing about.
and Words - Be ready to answer his or her questions about

words, sounds, or ideas when writing.

- Help your child with forming letters or matching
letters or letter patterns with their sounds.

Have Fun! - Each day, show your child things that you write,
- like grocery lists or instructions for the babysitter.

- Write stories together with your child.

Build vocabulary and teach
letter sounds in words.

Develop motivation

for writing.
- Have your child write in different ways,
like writing stories, journal entries, or
observation logs.

.............................................................................................

Read! - Provide your child with different kinds of reading
: . materials and talk about the text and what he or
Good writers read—a LOT!  she has learned or noticed.

+ Help your child use newly learned words in his or
her writing.

\ ‘. [ el Tips and Resources: hitps://colorincolorado.
CCN U D R K )» v Toolkit for Parents: mwmm:m?mmma
Suggested Activities: hitp://teachwriting.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION Supporting Young Writers: https://www.greatschools.org/gh/articles/tips-to- support- writing-at-home

Comgretsemnilve Combar Natws

Essential Instructional

Practices in Early Literacy: "“,Mﬂ“g“mhhlplm. "‘-Msdwm-hfh'wﬂdmhmmhmﬂ*—uhm‘
Grades K to 3 Treze maleriaz Ty covlaic tedes and tesomencato ol v ous et ate epets 3t wel 3 bypertedd lnho canftact adireisen ac wedsles b nfarmaton gested ane

ﬂb*ﬂid_—hﬂl’hlﬁl_imhﬂuﬂip—lﬁ.—.ﬁl—._-*d.ﬂ
hllps:,.f',.’liter.lcyr:ssentials.urg ““u ‘ ‘~mﬂ_ﬁ-ﬂlﬂnﬁﬂﬂﬁuw‘“nﬁw
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December

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #1

Messages:

K-Grade 3 Families

IS YOUR CHILD
WRITING AT HOME?

Writing helps your
child develop creativity
and learn about the
different purposes

for writing.

16

Make an Office
for Your Child

* Have paper, pencils,
and crayons available.

* Ask your child to write
grocery or to-do lists.

* Encourage writing stories
or about different
activities, like making
their bed.

Resources for Writing

Teach Writing E E
Resources and
Prompts

Jane Addams
Children’s Book
Award

Why Write at Home?

Writing helps children
learn about letter
formation and the
relationships between
letters and sounds.

17

Resources for Writing

Teach Writing Resources
and Prompts

A website with hundreds of
writing prompts for children
of all ages.

Jane Addams Children’s
Book Award

A list of children’s books that
promote peace and equity.

) 26
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Comprehensive Center Network

January

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #2

Messages:

BE YOUR CHILD'S

WRITING PARTNER! Why Write at Home?

Ask your child about
what they are writing
and answer their

It supports spelling
and grammar. Children
learn how to develop
ideas through writing.

questions. Don’t worry
about their handwriting.

20 21

K-Grade 3 Families

[T R e Resources for Writing

= Show your child what you
write, like grocery lists or
instructions for the babysitter.

Reading Rockets: Writing
Tips and resources related to
supporting and encouraging
writing at home.

= \Write stories together.
= Have your child write stories
or journal entries.

Reading Rockets:

Diverse Libraries

A list of children’s books that
reflect different cultures.

K—Grade 3 Families
Resources for Writing

Reading Rockets: [®]z™
Writing

) 27
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February

Message Overview

Writing — Activity #3

Messages:

READ TO WRITE!
DID YOU KNOW?

When you encourage
reading daily, your child
is likely to become a
stronger writer.

24

READ!

= Give your child many different
kinds of reading materials.
= Talk about what they learned.

= Help them use newly learned
words in their writing.

Resources for Writing

Toolkit for
Parents to Help
with Writing

at Home

MiSelf in Books

K-Grade 3 Families

Reading = Writing

Have your child read
A LOT. If you need books,
ask your child’s teacher.

25

K—Grade 2 Families

Resources for Writing

Toolkit for Parents to Help
with Writing at Home

Tips and resources related to
supporting and encouraging
writing at home.

MiSelf in Books

An app developed to help
teachers and parents find diverse
books.

) 28
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

Essential Instructional

Practices in Early Literacy:

Grade to 3

https:f/literacyessentials.or
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Abundant Reading

WHY PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES TO READ? | Families of

Having a print-rich environment -
encnurgagfi your child to read. Reading a ‘ K-3 Children
variety of materials often impacts your

child’s literacy growth and has lasting

effects on his or her education.

; ; - Give your child a small, comfortable, quiet space
Provide a Quiet SD e where he or she can read without distraction.
Show the importance

- Offering a desk, a corner, or just a spot at the

Of reading. kitchen table where your child can read daily shows
the importance of reading.
- i " 1
Make Use of Resources. Ask your child's teacher to send home different

reading materials to borrow.

+ Get a library card and check out both digital and
print materials regularly.

- Share reading material with neighbors and

friends and look for reading material at yard sales
and online.

Schools, libraries, and
other agencies provide
many free resources.

Have Fun! - Read different kinds of materials together and talk
A ' ; about their purpose.
?;ivfeggiigw - Make reading time a fun part of your routine and

encourage your child to try new kinds of books
and materials.

+ Talk about what you are reading, whetheritis a
Setan Example. book, the newspaper, or the weather forecast on
Show your child that you your phone.
read too. + Read labels and signs with your child.

- Try reading new types of books or materials and
talk about what you learned or thought about
while reading.

Tips and Resources: https://rif.org
Library Resources: httpy/filovelibraries.org

Public Libraries in Michigan: httpsjfpubliclibraries.com/state/michigan

The cerents of this Eosument u prand foom e LS of Edurati [ -] T Cranten Suppert Tervioes (PGIZ) within the OFiee of
Elerentary srd Tecondory Edusyfion (0ESEL by e Region ﬂm—mﬂﬂﬂrﬁmﬁ-—mmuﬁnmﬂfwhﬂlm
Teece malainiz may oarbis Se viewcs and recommandatiore ol vasious cobjes? mofer mpeds oo well as hyparted lishe, contao! adérectes, 3od weitdles s infemafion creslad azd
mainsined by alber pabliz and priexe orpmizrtions. The U.%. Degartmant of Eduartion domy nct cantrel o guararize fie sooumssy, relenanse, timafiness, or completenasy of ay outzide
infarmeation ircluded in thete raleriats The views mossied hasin o ot nssescaly represant the paclises ar peficies of the LS. Department of Edusatios. Ko offidial enderement
oy e LLE. Degarimesnt of Edwaxtion of any prodduct, commedity, ervise, enterprise, sumisubam, o7 pgram of imsérustion mentianed in this dosuneatis intendsd or should be informed.
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Comprehensive Center Network

Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #1

Messages:

K-Grade 3 Families

DOES YOUR
CHILD HAVE
A PLACE TO READ?

Having a place to read
shows children the
importance of reading.

28

Provide a Quiet Space

A small, quiet space, like a desk
or a spot at the kitchen table,
where your child can read daily
without distraction shows the
importance of reading.

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

Michigan
Libraries by City

American Indians
in Children’s
Literature

(AICL)

K-Grade 3 Families

Why Provide
Opportunities
to Read?

Having many different
materials to read
around the house
encourages your child
to read.

29

K-Grade 3 Families

state.

j Resources for
,F y Opportunities to Read
- e
E — - \ Michigan Libraries by City
A : A list of libraries in every city in the

American Indians in Children's
Literature (AICL)

A website that lists books
representing American Indians.
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April

Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #2

Messages:

YOU DON’T READ
JUST BOOKS!

You can read song
lyrics, signs, flash
cards, cereal boxes,

and anything else with
words or pictures!

32

Have Fun!

* Read different materials
together and talk about
their purpose.

= Make reading a fun part
of your routine and
encourage your child to
try new kinds of books
and materials.

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

| Love Libraries:
For Parents

The Brown [OE=10]
-

Bookshelf

rade 3 Familigs

Make Use of Resources

= Ask your child’s teacher to
borrow materials.

= Check out different
materials from the library
regularly.

= Share materials with
neighbors and look for
books at yard sales.

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

I Love Libraries: For Parents
Ideas for activities parents and
children can do together at their
local library.

The Brown Bookshelf
Lists of children’s books written
by Black authors.
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Message Overview

Abundant Reading — Activity #3

Messages:
K-Grade 3 Families
. Why Provide
BE THE EXAMPLE! Opportunities
to Read?

When you read, you
show your child that
reading is important.
Talk about what you
are reading and learning.

Reading different
materials often
impacts your child’s
literacy growth and
has lasting effects on
their education.

36 37

Set an Example

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

= Talk about what you are
reading, like books or a
post on your phone.

= Read labels and signs
with your child.

Reading Is Fundamental:

Parent Resources

Lists of children's books, as well as
other resources for parents to help
their children become lifelong readers.

= Try reading new types
of books and talk about
your reading.

Latinxs in Kid Lit
Lists of books representing Latinos
and Latinas for all grade levels.

K-Grade 3 Families.

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

Reading Is E E

Fundamental:
Parent Resources
=]k,

Latinxs in Kid Lit E'H.&E

H

Ol =
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June/July (Summer)

Message Overview

Summer Literacy Learning

Messages:
tade 3 Families l Resﬂurces fgr
SCHOOL'S OUT BUT 5 .
READING’S STILL IN! " . Summer Literacy Learning

Storyline Online

Summer is a great time Videos of books read by celebrities.

to continue helping
your child with their
reading. Public libraries
have free summer
reading programs
for children.

Reading Rockets: Parent Engagement
Ideas for supporting reading and writing
at home.

40

Resources for
Opportunities to Read

Storyline Elﬂ'm

Online

Reading
Rockets:
Parent
Engagement

41a
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