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Office of Program and  Grantee  Support  Services  within  the  Office  of  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education, by 
the Region 8 Comprehensive Center at ICF under Award #S283B190013. This contains resources that are provided 
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INTRODUCTION 

Rationale 

When families and schools, child care centers, and community organizations partner to support 
children’s literacy achievement, children have more opportunities to learn and practice essential literacy 
skills and grow as readers and writers. To further enhance these partnerships, the Michigan Department 
of Education has created two sets of briefs for teachers with accompanying sets of infographics 
for families—one for families of prekindergarten (Pre-K) children and another for families of children 
in kindergarten through grade 3 (K–3)—on read alouds, writing, and abundant reading opportunities. 
Each teacher brief highlights one of these three essential instructional practices and provides 
suggestions for how teachers can engage with families around these practices to help enhance 
children’s literacy learning both at school 
and at home. Each infographic provides 
free, concrete, and simple ideas about 
how families can engage with their 
children and encourage reading and 
writing at home. Families can also find 
links to additional resources at the bottom 
of each infographic. Your support of 
families’ use of the infographics can help 
bridge learning from school to home, 
and home to school, to result in students’ 
increased literacy achievement, a key 
indicator of lifelong success. We 
encourage you to use the briefs and 
infographics in tandem as you partner 
with and support families’ literacy efforts. 

This resource pairs the infographics with 
monthly messages to help child care 
centers, schools, teachers, and others who 
engage with children to build family 
partnerships to enhance students’ literacy 
development at school and at home. 
The goal is for you to build strong 
relationships and trust to effectively 
partner with families to engage children in 
literacy-based activities. Through this 
work, schools can bridge literacy 
development between school and homes, 
giving children more literacy opportunities 
in multiple contexts. 

 
General guidelines for communicating with families about 
how they can support literacy development at home include: 

• Working together to acknowledge families’ 
experiences and assets, provide translations of 
communications when the home language is 
not English. 

• Survey families for preferred communication method. 
Be consistent and predictable. Send messages in the 
families’ preferred manner (newsletter, Twitter, email, 
etc.) and on an identified regular schedule (weekly, 
monthly, etc.). Regular and consistent communication 
builds trust. 

• Seek feedback about families’ experiences with the 
suggested activities. Soliciting families’ ideas on how 
to better support their literacy work at home and on 
the messages themselves builds trust and 
collaboration. Use their feedback to refine your 
communication efforts over time. 

• Use multiple platforms or channels that work for 
families (ClassDojo, email, text, newsletters, etc.). 
Using multiple channels or platforms increases access 
for families. 

• Include students in the process. Have them lead some 
of the communication efforts with their families and 
report back on their experiences with the suggested 
activities at home. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/academic-standards/literacy/family-engagement-for-literacy
https://literacyessentials.org/
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Overview of monthly messages 

This document provides messages tailored to Pre-K and K–3 families for each month (August–June)  
for you to use in your monthly or weekly newsletter, on social media, and other communication 
channels. There are three monthly sets of messages related to each infographic. Beginning with 
September’s set, you will find the entire infographic related to read alouds, followed by sets of 
messages related to read alouds for September, October, and November. The pattern repeats for the 
sets of messages related to the writing (December, January, February) and abundant reading (March, 
April, May) infographics. The messages for August and June are not directly related to the infographics 
and therefore look a bit different. 

Each monthly set of messages includes at least one slide with quick response (QR) codes that link to the 
highlighted resources displayed on the slide before. This optional QR code slide is for print versions of 
these messages (printed newsletters, etc.). These QR slides would not be used with social media 
messages since devices such as smart phones would both display the messages and need to use the 
camera to access the resources. Simply copy and paste the messages into your preferred 
communication channels, using the “Take a Snapshot” feature. If you prefer to use different pictures or 
pictures of your own students, copy just the text. 

You might also consider printing out the infographics (included before the set of monthly messages 
related to each) and sharing them as hardcopies. They could be shared at parent-teacher conferences, 
curriculum nights, posted on your hallway bulletin board, and placed in students’ backpacks. 

The messages are organized first by Pre-K then by K–3, beginning in August to coincide with the start of 
the school year. This calendar is provided as only one example of how to roll out the resources and 
scaffold families’ learning about how to use them. You can adjust the schedule as needed based on your 
school calendar. The overview of the monthly messages below lists the respective focus. 

 

Month Message Focus Links to Resources 

August Overview of Resources – #1 
Family-School Partnerships – #2 

Family Engagement for Literacy 

 

September 
October 
November 

 

Read Alouds – Activity #1 
Read Alouds – Activity #2 
Read Alouds – Activity #3 

Pre-K Read Aloud Teacher Brief 
Pre-K Read Aloud Family Infographic 
K–3 Read Aloud Teacher Brief 
K–3 Read Aloud Family Infographic 

 

December 
January 
February 

 

Writing – Activity #1 
Writing – Activity #2 
Writing – Activity #3 

Pre-K Writing Teacher Brief 
Pre-K Writing Family Infographic 
K–3 Writing Teacher Brief 
K–3 Writing Family Infographic 

 
 

March 
April 
May 

 
 

Abundant Reading – Activity #1 
Abundant Reading – Activity #2 
Abundant Reading – Activity #3 

Pre-K Abundant Reading Teacher Brief  
Pre-K Abundant Reading Family 
Infographic 
K–3 Abundant Reading Teacher Brief 
K–3 Abundant Reading Family 
Infographic 

June/July (Summer) Summer Literacy Learning  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/family-engagement-for-literacy
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=29653d0f507840fe973603fa468295ce&hash=2740C44E33F171210CF7E9578F7E61D0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=29653d0f507840fe973603fa468295ce&hash=2740C44E33F171210CF7E9578F7E61D0
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=15292e83e8e7425c8229eb749c3270d1&hash=3417BF09DE9EDCDEDCE2418292D0D2F2
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_PreK.pdf?rev=15292e83e8e7425c8229eb749c3270d1&hash=3417BF09DE9EDCDEDCE2418292D0D2F2
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=b6af26cd1b5248eda139395799d06013&hash=CA16CB851BA8DE3D693CF7D9BC1EAA56
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=b6af26cd1b5248eda139395799d06013&hash=CA16CB851BA8DE3D693CF7D9BC1EAA56
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=06bb56050e4f4c49acb3cce93655b173&hash=3775B22853F99873CA13893034DD3D03
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Interactions_Around_Writing_for_PreK.pdf?rev=d43f7392a53a4f87b3f93f7db87dfdbd&hash=1256AD0925EB8DD5292D0A701D4C9DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Interactions_Around_Writing_for_PreK.pdf?rev=d43f7392a53a4f87b3f93f7db87dfdbd&hash=1256AD0925EB8DD5292D0A701D4C9DF5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_PreK_English.pdf?rev=8c28de15330144c5b7b12a7a31429aa3&hash=2EA7042F1813088A7D60DB9AC96BDFDE
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_PreK_English.pdf?rev=8c28de15330144c5b7b12a7a31429aa3&hash=2EA7042F1813088A7D60DB9AC96BDFDE
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=841ae2d37cc34aaf99ce9c8c51ae0995&hash=CEE1C59995DDD38ADC2DAEBE8BB85944
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=841ae2d37cc34aaf99ce9c8c51ae0995&hash=CEE1C59995DDD38ADC2DAEBE8BB85944
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Writing_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=17d6154933c64ba69949b001aac086fe&hash=5A2883A9867F76E238F63897C2F517B1
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Provision_of_Abundant_Reading_Materials_PreK.pdf?rev=57d17e98907d45098a6317206ffa140b&hash=02A780556198673CA3256BE7EB2B0F68
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_PreK_English.pdf?rev=ab1860b57c8d42dd9daa15c812659743&hash=B9D9C749B5B6F98EBB6FE018FFB231A3
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_PreK_English.pdf?rev=ab1860b57c8d42dd9daa15c812659743&hash=B9D9C749B5B6F98EBB6FE018FFB231A3
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Reading_Materials_and_Opportunities_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=88f11aa7ac78449b9d2bec413882681c&hash=7FD21D10E0F56FB928798814CF67CEE5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Reading_Materials_and_Opportunities_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=88f11aa7ac78449b9d2bec413882681c&hash=7FD21D10E0F56FB928798814CF67CEE5
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=349c6627051348da9426eedc71a9b208&hash=2320E831F3D11684FD48D85F02A0D490
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Literacy/Family-Engagement-for-Literacy/Family_Homework_Opportunities_Read_Grades_K-3.pdf?rev=349c6627051348da9426eedc71a9b208&hash=2320E831F3D11684FD48D85F02A0D490
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How to use this resource 

This resource includes the infographics along with an easy-to-use set of monthly messages to help you 
widely distribute and encourage the use of the infographics by families. Each month, you can share the 
content included in this resource with families, highlighting specific suggestions in bite-size pieces for 
them to try at home. These messages can be included in your newsletters; social media posts; and 
school, classroom, and organization websites. You can use these same activities with your students, 
and then follow up with families and gather feedback about how the activities worked at home. 
As partners, you and your students’ families can enhance students’ early literacy achievement. The aim 
is to provide suggestions each month for families to interact with their children around literacy to build 
support for their child’s learning. 

One very important caveat for English language learners and their families is to be sure to 
encourage reading and writing in their home language, especially if families are not fluent 
English speakers. Becoming biliterate and bilingual is a lifelong asset. You can support these 
families by noting any differences in directionality, grammar, and language as children bring 
these experiences back to the classroom. 

A look at what you’ll find for each set of messages 

Each infographic 
Each infographic is highlighted across three months, beginning with the September set of messages. 
Read alouds are highlighted in September, October, and November. Writing is highlighted in December, 
January, and February. Abundant reading opportunities are highlighted in March, April, and May. For an 
example of one of these infographics in their entirety see page 7. 

Set of monthly messages 
Each month (for September–May) you will find four messages. The first includes a headline with a 
statement about why this activity (read alouds, writing, abundant reading) is important. Then, you will 
find practical ways families can interact with their children around that activity. Finally, you will find two 
messages with two resources that you can highlight related to read alouds, writing, or abundant 
reading. The one with links is for social media and the other with QR codes is for newsletters. You can 
use all four of these at once or spread them out to align with your usual schedule for publishing 
newsletters or social media posts. For text messages, copy and paste text-appropriate chunks (e.g., for 
the third message, text only a couple of bullets, instead of the entire message). For one example of a 
typical set of monthly messages, see page 8. 

The messages for August and June/July are a bit different. These months only have two messages 
in the set. The August messages provide an overview of the resources and set the stage for the rest 
of the school year. The June/July messages provide information about how to support summer 
literacy learning. 



 

 

PRE-K 
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August 
 

 Messages Overview* 
Overview of Resources - #1 
Family-School Partnerships – #2 

*This month has two key messages. 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 1a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 3 

 
The entire set of infographics can be found at the Michigan Department of Education’s 
Family Engagement for Literacy home page. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0%2C4615%2C7-140-28753_74161-548063--%2C00.html
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September 
 

 Message Overview 

Read Alouds – Activity #1 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 7 
 
 
 

7a 
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October 
 

 Message Overview 

Read Alouds – Activity #2 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 11 
 
 
 

11a 
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November 
 

 Message Overview 

Read Alouds – Activity #3 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 15 
 
 
 

15a 
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December 
 

 Message Overview 

Writing – Activity #1 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 19 
 
 
 

19a 
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January 
 

 Message Overview 

Writing – Activity #2 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 23 
 
 
 

23a 
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February 
 

 Message Overview 

Writing – Activity #3 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 27 
 
 
 

27a 
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March 
 

 Message Overview 

Abundant Reading – Activity #1 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 31 
 
 
 

31a 
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April 
 

 Message Overview 

Abundant Reading – Activity #2 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

32 33 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

34 35 
 
 
 

35a 
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May 
 

 Message Overview 

Abundant Reading – Activity #3 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

36 37 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

38 39 
 
 
 

39a 
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June/July (Summer) 
 

 Message Overview 

Summer Literacy Learning 
 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

40 41 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

41a 
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August 
 

 Messages Overview* 

Overview of Resources = #1 

Family-School Partnerships– #2 
*This month has two key messages. 

 
Messages: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 1a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 3 
 

 
The entire set of infographics can be found on the Michigan Department of Education’s 
Family Engagement for Literacy homepage. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0%2C4615%2C7-140-28753_74161-548063--%2C00.html
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 Message Overview 

Read Alouds – Activity #1 
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Read Alouds – Activity #3 
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Summer Literacy Learning 
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