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Alphabet Knowledge: The ability to recognize and name uppercase and lowercase
letters, recognize letter symbols in print, and know that there are sounds
associated with each letter.

Automaticity: Performing a reading task without conscious effort. For example,
reading words in connected text with automaticity means that there is no conscious
attention paid to decoding words.

Background Knowledge: A specific subset of knowledge needed to comprehend a
particular situation, lesson, or text.

Blending: Putting phonemes together to form words.

Book Knowledge: A reader’s accumulated understanding of how books work and
their role in reading and learning. Book knowledge includes concepts such as print
awareness (knowing that print carries meaning), book handling skills (holding a
book correctly, turning pages), directionality (text moves left to right, top to
bottom), and an understanding of story structure (beginning, middle, end).

Cohesive Devices: Words used to connect ideas within a sentence or text (e.g.,
pronouns, synonyms, connectives including coordinate and subordinate
conjunctions).

Code Emphasis: Direct, explicit instruction on the code system of written English
at the sound, syllable, morpheme, and word level so pupils develop automaticity in
accurate sound-symbol associations used for word recognition and for developing a
robust sight-word vocabulary.

Comprehensive Curriculum: Materials that are evidence-based, with a focus on
pupils” mastery of the foundational reading skills of phonemic awareness, phonics,
fluency, and the development of other reading skills, including, but not limited to,
the development of oral language, vocabulary, and reading comprehension. Pupils
must be provided with instruction aligned with the SOR methods that research
shows improve literacy outcomes and help pupils achieve reading proficiency.

Comprehension Strategy Instruction: Strategies that can be used for readers to
make sense of the text (e.g., answering and generating questions, recognizing
story structure, summarizing). Comprehensive curriculum materials are evidence-
based, with a focus on pupils’ mastery of the foundational reading skills of
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phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and the development of other reading skKills,
including, but not limited to, the development of oral language, vocabulary, and
reading comprehension. Pupils must be provided instruction aligned with the
science of reading methods that research shows improve literacy outcomes and
help pupils achieve reading proficiency. (22)

Connected Text: Text that includes multiple sentences that are related to one
another.

Contrastive Analysis: A systematic study of two languages (or language
variations) with the intent of identifying their structural similarities and differences.

Deliberate Practice: Practice that goes beyond rote repetition and involves
practicing for a purpose (e.g., accuracy, fluent retrieval, generalization) with the
deliberate goal of long-term improvement of skill performance (TRL, 2026; Hughes
& Riccomini, 2019, p. 406).

Diagnostic Assessments: Used to assess specific skills or components of reading
(such as phonics or fluency) to help educators plan targeted and individualized
instruction.

Elementary: as used in Public Act 146 (5) of 2024, includes Kindergarten through
Grade 5 (K-5).

Encoding: Understanding the spelling of words, a skill that develops reciprocally to
decoding when explicitly taught.

English Language Development (ELD): Instruction that is specially designed for
multilingual learners to develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills
in English.

Etymology: The history of a word or word part that includes its origin.

Evidence-based: An activity, program, process, service, strategy, or intervention
that demonstrates statistically significant effects on improving pupil outcomes or
other relevant outcomes.

Explicit: Direct and deliberate instruction through continuous pupil-teacher
interaction that includes explanation, teacher modeling or example, and multiple
opportunities to practice with feedback for students to develop mastery.

Expository Text: Text that provides factual information about a topic.

Foundational Skills/Word Recognition Curricula: A structured program that
uses a code-emphasis approach at the sound, syllable, and morpheme level to
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teach word recognition so that students develop automaticity and robust sight-word
vocabulary

Genre: A type of text or literature that has a particular form and style (e.g.,
poetry, fiction, nonfiction).

Grapheme: A letter or letter combination that spells a phoneme; it can be one,
two, three, or four letters in English (e.g., i, ou, igh, ough).

High-Frequency Words: Words that appear most frequently in printed text.

Inference: Using what you know and parts of the text to comprehend what is not
directly said in a text.

Interleaving: Practice that is spaced out over time, consisting of two or more
subjects or skills related to an instructional target within the same practice task.

Language Comprehension Curricula: A structured program that integrates
listening, speaking, reading, and writing, and emphasize the structure of language
and the process of oral and written discourse.

Literacy Materials Definition: Resources, texts, and tools aligned with the
science of reading to support the development of reading, writing, speaking, and
listening.

Literacy Series Definition: A collection of educational materials designed to
systematically teach and develop reading, writing, and other essential literacy skills.

Metacognition: Developing an interactive approach with text to recognize when a
text does not make sense and have options to know what to do about it.

Morpheme: The smallest unit of a word that carries meaning (e.g., prefix, suffix,
base element).

Morphology: The system of meaningful parts, or morphemes, that make up words.

Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS): A comprehensive framework
composed of a collection of evidence-based strategies designed to meet the
individual needs and assets of the whole pupil at all achievement levels, and must
include 3 distinct tiers of instructional support.

Narrative Text: Text that relates to a series of events; this can include both fiction
and nonfiction.
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Oral Language: The foundation of Early Literacy that encompasses both speaking
and listening. Oral language skills include learning how spoken words sound, what
words and sentences mean, and how to communicate ideas.

Phoneme: The smallest unit of sound in a spoken word; an individual speech
sound.

Phoneme Awareness: The conscious awareness of all of the following: individual
speech sounds, including, but not limited to, consonants and vowels, in spoken
syllables; the ability to consciously manipulate through, including, but not limited
to, matching, blending, segmenting, deleting, or substituting, individual speech
sounds; all levels of the speech sound system, including, but not limited to, word
boundaries, rhyme recognition, stress patterns, syllables, onset-rime units, and
phonemes.

Phonics: Instruction to teach how print/letters represent the sounds of spoken
language.

Phonic Decoding: The process of sounding out words using letter-sound
knowledge and blending those sounds together to pronounce the word. In the
research literature, this process is referred to as phonological recoding or simply
recoding.

Phonological Awareness: One’s sensitivity to, or explicit awareness of, the
phonological structure of words in one’s language. It is an “umbrella” term that
encompasses awareness of individual words in spoken sentences, syllables, onset-
rime segments, and individual phonemes.

Print Awareness (Concepts of Print): The understanding that print carries
meaning and that books contain letters and words.

Progress Monitoring: An assessment used after a pupil is identified and matched
with intervention support to determine if the pupil continues to need intervention, if
supports need to be modified or changed, or if supports can be faded.

Purposeful Practice: Practice that goes beyond rote repetition and involves
practicing for a purpose (e.g., accuracy, fluent retrieval, generalization) with the
deliberate goal of long-term improvement of skill performance (TRL, 2026; Hughes
& Riccomini, 2019, p. 406).

Reliable: The extent to which assessments are consistent over time within the
same settings with the same type of subjects.
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Retrieval practice: “Consists of tasks requiring retrieval of targeted skills and
knowledge from memory without prompts or cues" (Hughes & Riccomini, 2019, p.
407). "Retrieval practice is a strategy in which calling information to mind
subsequently enhances and boosts learning" (Agarwal, Roediger, McDaniel, &
McDermott, 2020, p. 2).

Science of Reading Definition: A cumulative and evolving body of evidence
whose research studies follow a scientific process of inquiry and utilize scientific
methods to help answer questions related to reading development and issues
related to reading and writing derived from research from multiple fields of
Cognitive Psychology, Communication Sciences, Developmental Psychology,
Education, Special Education, Implementation Science, Linguistics, and
Neuroscience.

Screening Assessment: An assessment designed to proactively identify pupils
who may be at risk of developing academic, social, emotional, or behavioral
challenges so that support can be provided and to provide data to inform systems-
level decisions.

Segmenting: Breaking a spoken word into its individual phonemes.

Signal Words: Words that signal readers as to the text type. For example, signal
words for cause-and-effect texts include for, because, and as a result, whereas
signal words for problem and solution texts include, however, in contrast, and on
the other hand.

Sound-Symbol Correspondences: The relationship between a grapheme, or
printed letter(s), and its corresponding phoneme, or individual speech sound (i.e.,
can correspond to the phoneme /k/ or /s/).

Spaced Practice: Practice that occurs over time. Spaced or distributed practice
"involves taking a given amount of time devoted to learning and arranging that
time into multiple sessions that are spread over time" (Carpenter & Agarwal, 2019,

p. 3).
Standardized: Administered and scored in a consistent manner.

Structured Literacy: systematic, direct, explicit, cumulative, and diagnostic
instruction that integrates listening, speaking, reading, and writing and emphasizes
the structure of language across the speech sound system (phonology); the writing
system (orthography); the structure of sentences (syntax); the meaningful parts of
words (morphology); the meaning of words, phrases, sentences, and text
(semantics); and the processing of oral and written discourse.
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Syllable Types: The six common syllable patterns in English are closed, open,
vowel-consonant-e, r-controlled, vowel team, and consonant-le.

Syntax: The arrangement of words to form sentences in a given language.

Systematic: Following the logical order of language and moving from the most
basic concepts to the more advanced.

Tiered Vocabulary Words: A means of classifying words due to their level of
difficulty and frequency of use. It is important to note that these tiers are not
related to tiers of instruction in an MTSS.

Tier 1 Definition: The foundational or universal level of academic support. All
students receive instruction through a high-quality curriculum and evidence-based
practices.

Tier 1 Vocabulary Words: Words students already know the meaning of (e.g.,
house, car, dog, school).

Tier 2 Vocabulary Words: Words that are not likely to be familiar to young
children but reflect a concept they can identify with and can use in conversation
(e.g., shiver, excitement, remarkable). Tier 2 words can appear in multiple domains
and content areas.

Tier 3 Vocabulary Words: Words that are low frequency and domain or content-
area-specific (e.g., words from math, science, history, music, art).

Types of Text:

e Decodable: Texts with a high proportion of phonetically regular words
matched to common letter-sound relationships previously taught in phonics
lessons within accompanying teacher guides.

e Leveled: Texts leveled according to a gradient of difficulty based on multiple
supportive features of the whole text, which allow for an emphasis on
meaning, such as text structure, themes, and ideas, or language and literary
features.

¢ Predictable: Texts with predictable text structures, such as repetitive and
predictable sentences, words, and phrases.

Valid: The extent to which an assessment is accurate (i.e., whether or not it
measures what it is supposed to measure).

Variant Vowels: Groups of letters that produce the same vowel sound (e.g., ai,
ay, eigh).
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