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Glossary

Benchmark Assessment: An assessment administered periodically throughout a
school year and used for 1 or more of the following purposes: To predict and
identify learner readiness for success on a later summative assessment; To
evaluate ongoing education programs and interventions; To provide teachers with
individual learners’ performance data to inform instruction.

Cloze Reading Procedure: An objective reading assessment that deletes words in
a designed reading passage.

Phonemic Awareness: The conscious awareness of all of the following: individual
speech sounds, including, but not limited to, consonants and vowels, in spoken
syllables; the ability to consciously manipulate through, including, but not limited
to, matching, blending, segmenting, deleting, or substituting, individual speech
sounds; all levels of the speech sound system, including, but not limited to, word
boundaries, rhyme recognition, stress patterns, syllables, onset-rime units, and
phonemes.

Reliable: Means something that is based on the consistency of a set of scores that
are designed to measure the same thing.

Screening Assessment: Means an assessment designed to proactively identify
pupils who may be at risk of developing academic, social, emotional, or behavioral
challenges so that support can be provided and to provide data to inform systems-
level decisions.

Valid: The degree to which a method assesses what it claims or intends to assess.
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