MCL: 380.1280f (PA 146) Assessment Vendor RFS
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Does this FAQ address 4-12 screening assessments?

No. This FAQ is only relevant to K-3rd grade screening and progress monitoring
assessments.

Are the Qualtrics survey questions available as a PDF or Word document
so we can begin preparing answers in advance?

Yes, all PA 146 vendor resources can be located on the MDE Literacy webpage
under the K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law section.

Does the RFS include character limits for the text response fields?

Item 1.4 is the only RFS question with a character limit for a text response field
(1500 characters).

Should screening and progress monitoring assessment components be
submitted separately?

No, the K-3rd grade RFS includes both screening and progress monitoring
questions for vendors to respond to.

Our assessment can be used with students beyond third grade. Can we
submit information for all of grade levels for which the assessment is
available?

The K-3rd grade RFS only includes response fields for K-3.

Our assessment covers multiple grade levels listed in the K-3
Assessment RFS. Should we submit a single submission for K-3, or
separate submissions for each grade level?

Please submit assessments that cover the K-3rd grade span as a single
submission.

Is there an avenue for educators to request that an assessment tool be
reviewed?

Vendors are required to submit their materials to be reviewed by the
Assessment Review Team (ART) per the instructions and criteria provided in the
RFS process.

Who is on the review team?

The Assessment Review Team (ART) is composed of select members of the
Committee for Literacy Achievement (CLA), as well as additional Michigan
Department of Education and MIMTSS Technical Assistance Center staff.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/k-12-literacy-and-dyslexia-law

Does the review process include multiple phases?

The screening components of submissions will be reviewed against all screening
requirements as a first phase in the review process. For assessments that meet
all screening requirements, progress monitoring components of submissions will
be reviewed in a second review phase. Assessments that do not meet all
screening requirements will not have their progress monitoring components
reviewed, and will nhot be recommended for approval. An assessment must meet
the requirements for both screening and progress monitoring to be included on
the approved list.

Is there a reason that the review team is using an RFS rather than
reviewing existing research and lists of evidence-based tools (like the
NCII tools charts)?

The K-3rd grade RFS leverages many questions and scoring criteria used by the
National Center on Intensive Intervention (NCII) Academic Screening Tools
Chart and Academic Progress Monitoring Tools Chart. However, many questions
and criteria have been customized to meet the specific requirements of MCL
380.1280f.

When will reviews take place?

The initial approved K-3 Screening and Progress Monitoring Assessment List was
published in December of 2025. Additional approved assessments will be added
to the approved list after each review cycle and will be posted on the MDE K-12
Literacy and Dyslexia Law webpage. Submissions will be accepted on a rolling
basis until 11:59 p.m. EST on September 30, 2026. Submissions received
after this deadline will not be considered. Teams will review submissions in three
waves:

e Submissions received by 11:59 p.m. on January 30, 2026

e Submissions received between 12:00 a.m. on January 31, 2026, and
11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2026

e Submissions received between 12:00 a.m. on May 1, 2026, and 11:59
p.m. on September 30, 2026

Can an assessment that was previously reviewed, but not approved, be
resubmitted for review?

Vendors who previously submitted an assessment for review are eligible to
resubmit. They may start a fresh submission or request and use a link to edit a
previous submission. A retake/edit link will allow vendors to edit their responses
after submitting for the first time, but before the final September 30, 2026
deadline.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/k-12-literacy-and-dyslexia-law
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/k-12-literacy-and-dyslexia-law

Our assessment does not include all of the required screening elements.
Are we eligible to apply?

Per MCL 380.1280f, Section (32)(u): “A screening assessment must include, as
appropriate for grade level or age as determined by the department, in
alignment with the guidelines described in subsections (2) and (4), elements
designed to identify difficulties in learning to decode and recognize words,
including at least all of the following.” The grades listed in parentheses
below indicate the minimum standard for assessments set by the
department:

e Phonemic awareness. (K or 1)

e Rapid automatized naming. (K)

e Letter-sound correspondence. (K or 1)

e Single-word reading. (K or 1)

¢ Nonsense-word reading. (K or 1)

e Oral passage reading fluency. (1, 2, and 3)
A screening assessment may include, as appropriate for grade level or age as
determined by the department, in alignment with the guidelines described in
subsections (2) and (4), elements designed to identify comprehension
difficulties, including at least all of the following:

e Retelling. (1, 2, or 3)

e Cloze reading procedure. (1, 2, or 3)

e Answering questions about a reading passage. (1, 2, or 3)
Element definitions are available in the RFS Glossary.

My assessment does not include all of the required elements in a single
assessment. Can I submit the missing element(s) to supplement a
primary assessment.

Screening determinations can be based on up to two scores, which combined,
cover all required screening elements. Beyond the overall/composite score, one
additional assessment (score/part) may be used to support coverage of
screening elements required by MCL 380.1280f. All classification accuracy,
reliability, validity, and bias evidence must be submitted separately: Once, in
response to all primary screening questions, and again for the additional
assessment (score/part) in response to the supplemental screening questions.

Examples:

e A vendor could submit a computer adaptive assessment as their primary



assessment part/score. Then, an educator-administered assessment
component could be used to respond to the supplemental screening
questions (or vice versa). Approval requires all screening elements to be
covered by up to two scores, and all other responses must meet
requirements as stated in the RFS.

¢ An assessment’s overall/composite score might cover all required
elements, but one. In this instance, a vendor could submit data for the
overall/composite score in response to the primary screening questions.
Then, the data for the measure/subtest that covers the single excluded
element can be submitted in response to the supplemental screening
questions.

Our assessment only includes screening, not progress monitoring (or
progress monitoring, but not screening). Are we eligible to apply?

MCL 380.1280f Sections (1) and (4) require that valid and reliable screening and
progress-monitoring reading assessments approved for use statewide must
include grades Kindergarten through third grade. Approved assessments must
also include both screening and progress monitoring capabilities. Vendors must
confirm that their assessment covers all grades from Kindergarten through
Grade 3 and includes both screening and progress monitoring. An assessment
must meet the requirements for both screening and progress monitoring to be
included on the approved list.

What are the progress-monitoring criteria for approval?

MCL 380.1280f specifies that screening and progress-monitoring assessments
be valid and reliable. The primary criteria used for approval of “screening and
progress-monitoring reading assessments” are connected to the screening
components of assessments. In addition, MDE will review submissions for the
completeness of the requested progress-monitoring information, as indicated in
the RFS.

Why is Rapid Automatized Naming (RAN) not included as an element to
measure for progress monitoring assessments (RFS item 9.1)

MCL 280.1280f only requires Rapid Automatized Naming as a screening
element, and the Michigan Department of Education does not recommend Rapid
Automatized Naming as a progress monitoring measure for any assessment,
given its limited instructional utility.
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