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Glossary

Answering questions about a reading passage: An assessment in which
students respond to questions presented after reading a passage. These questions
can be presented in various formats (e.g., open-ended, multiple-choice) and
encompass different types of questions (e.g., literal, inferential).

Benchmark Assessment: An assessment administered periodically throughout a
school year and used for 1 or more of the following purposes: To predict and
identify learner readiness for success on a later summative assessment; To
evaluate ongoing education programs and interventions; To provide teachers with
individual learners’ performance data to inform instruction.

Cloze Reading Procedure: An objective reading assessment that deletes words in
a designed reading passage.

Letter-Sound Correspondence: The knowledge of the relationship between
letters and the sounds they represent.

Nonsense-Word Reading: Assessment in which students read a list of standalone
non-words with decodable patterns appropriate for the target age and grade range.

Oral Passage Reading: Assessment in which students read connected text aloud,
which is either a series of sentences or a passage. This does not include reading a
word list or a cloze task.

Phonemic Awareness: The conscious awareness of all of the following: individual
speech sounds, including, but not limited to, consonants and vowels, in spoken
syllables; the ability to consciously manipulate through, including, but not limited
to, matching, blending, segmenting, deleting, or substituting, individual speech
sounds; all levels of the speech sound system, including, but not limited to, word
boundaries, rhyme recognition, stress patterns, syllables, onset-rime units, and
phonemes.

Progress Monitoring: An assessment used after a pupil is identified and matched
with intervention support to determine if the pupil continues to need intervention, if
supports need to be modified or changed, or if supports can be faded.
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Rapid Automatized Naming: A screening assessment component in which
students orally name items (i.e., letters, numbers, colors, objects) as quickly as
possible within a prescribed time limit. MCL 280.1280f only requires Rapid
Automatized Naming as a screening element, and the Michigan Department of
Education does not recommend Rapid Automatized Naming as a progress
monitoring measure for any assessment, given its limited instructional utility.

Reliable: Means something that is based on the consistency of a set of scores that
are designed to measure the same thing.

Retelling: Assessment in which students write or orally retell the content of a
passage in their own words after having read or listened to it.

Screening Assessment: Means an assessment designed to proactively identify
pupils who may be at risk of developing academic, social, emotional, or behavioral
challenges so that support can be provided and to provide data to inform systems-
level decisions.

Single-Word Reading: Assessment in which students read lists of stand-alone real
words (i.e., not in context or connected text).

Valid: The degree to which a method assesses what it claims or intends to assess.
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