Section 35m: The Committee for Literacy
Achievement/High-Quality Instructional Materials Grant

Funding Details

Section 35m of the FY 2025 state School Aid Act provides $87 million to Michigan
Department of Education (MDE) to create a Committee for Literacy Achievement
(CLA) and to allocate funding based on a rankings list of literacy tools and
strategies as recommended by the CLA, with the goal of increasing student
academic outcomes in the area of literacy.

The CLA has critically evaluated these literacy tools and strategies using three
categories: 1) literacy series and materials, 2) professional development, and 3)
tools and services submitted via a Request for Submissions process to make
recommendations for a grade tier rankings list.

These evaluations resulted in three rankings lists: Early Literacy Tier 1 Curriculum,
Early Literacy Interventions, and Professional Development, and used the rankings
list as the basis for how funding is allocated to districts and intermediate districts.

Districts will apply for funding for one literacy item from one of the ranking lists.

The Section 35m Base Award and Per Pupil Funding Allocations table below
illustrates the formulas based on a funded and not funded list for each category.

This formula gives priority to Early Literacy Tier 1 Materials and shows the
minimum amount of funding that would be allocated if all eligible Local Education
Agencies (LEAs) apply.

For example, based on this formula, districts selecting Early Literacy Tier 1
Materials from the funded list would each receive a $30,000 base award, and at
least $44 per pupil.

Once approved, an LEA would receive a per-pupil amount equal to their total
enrollment to select their chosen tools and materials for their PreK-5 students.

Leftover funds from all categories and rankings will only be applied to funded Tier 1
Materials Per Pupil Amounts. In other words, funded Early Literacy Tier 1 Materials
Per Pupil Amounts can only increase; all other funding amounts remain constant.


https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-388-1635m

Section 35m Base Award and Per Pupil Funding Allocations

Base
Award

$26M = 30% of
total allocation

*Districts select
one category for
which to apply

*Base award
aligned to each
category

*Equal amount
per district

Early Literacy
Tier 1 Materials

Highest Amount
Base Award Funding Category

(33% of Tier 1 Materials award)

Early Literacy
Interventions

Middle Amount
Base Award Funding Category

Professional
Development

Lowest Amount
Base Award Funding Category
(5% of Tier 1 Materials award)

$30,000*

$10,000*

$1500*

Per Pupil
Funding

$61M = 70% of
total allocation
$61m + 1.4M
students

TWO
Categories:
*Funded
*Not Funded

Not
Funded

Funded

Not
Funded

Funded
30% of
FUNDED
Tier 1 Materials
Amount

Not
Funded

Funded
5% of
FUNDED
Tier 1 Materials
Amount

S0

Minimum
$44/per pupil

$13/ per pupil 1]

$2/per pupil 1]
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