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Section 35m Overview

In May 2025, the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) released the MCL
— Section 388.1635m (Section 35m) fiscal year 2025 grant to support Goal 2
of Michigan’s Top 10 Strategic Education Plan: improving early literacy
achievement.

Section 35m provided $87 million for MDE to establish a Committee for
Literacy Achievement (CLA) and to allocate funding based on rankings of
literacy tools and strategies recommended by the CLA, with the goal of
increasing student academic outcomes in literacy.

The CLA evaluated literacy tools and strategies across three areas: literacy
materials and series, tools and services, and professional development. This
work resulted in the publication of the following lists: Tier 1 Early Literacy
Materials and Series, Early Literacy Intervention Materials and Series, and
Professional Development.

Professional Development Scope

Section 35m(2) directed the CLA to recommend tools and strategies that
increase student literacy outcomes. Per 35m(2)(b), the CLA evaluated
literacy professional development using research-based outcomes and
assigned grade tiers based on each program’s likelihood of improving
student literacy. Priority was given to professional development with
demonstrated positive student outcomes.

The Request for Submissions (RFS) invited proposals for literacy professional
development. The RFS definition aligned with Darling-Hammond, Hyler, and
Gardner’s description of effective professional development as “structured
professional learning that results in changes in teacher practices and
improvements in student learning outcomes” (2017).

Professional development submissions were evaluated and ranked according
to established criteria. Those scoring 80% or higher on the rubric were
placed on the publicly posted list of 35m Approved Professional Development
for district use in applying for Section 35m grant funding. Submission did not


https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-388-1635m
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=mcl-388-1635m
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/literacy-grants/section-35m

guarantee a contract or agreement between a vendor and the State of
Michigan or any district.

Review and Scoring Process

Submitters were required to respond to each question and requirement
through Qualtrics. The CLA then critically evaluated each evidence-based
submission.

Each professional development program was reviewed by at least three
raters using a two-phase process and rubric adapted from the Colorado
Department of Education (2023). Each phase included detailed elements and
non-negotiables to ensure thorough evaluation. Priority was given to
programs with proven positive student outcomes.

Approved professional development submissions appear in Table 1.
Submissions not approved are listed in Tables 2-4 with category descriptors.

Approved - Professional Development for Section 35m Funding
(ranked, listed high to low)

Table 1 houses the professional development submissions that met the criteria
established for phases 1 and 2, received an overall score of at least 80%, and have
been placed on the approved 35m Professional Development list.

Table 1: Approved Professional Development Rankings List

Rank Professional Development Consensus Scoring Review
and Name Document Window
Score
1-99% |LEXIA LETRS Suite (LETRS 3L5 mX'Prt)EZSRsiona'l Leamin‘ . Spring
for Early Childhood 9 2025

Consensus Scoring
Document

Educators; LETRS for
Elementary Educators;
LETRS for Administrators)

(CORE Learning: Elementary Sprin
Reading Academy) Section 2p0259

35m Professional Learning

2 - 96% | CORE Learning: Elementary
Reading Academy



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5k5hETFMBdzASs_zwT-2Ui0nA7fioJF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5k5hETFMBdzASs_zwT-2Ui0nA7fioJF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5k5hETFMBdzASs_zwT-2Ui0nA7fioJF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5k5hETFMBdzASs_zwT-2Ui0nA7fioJF/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SujR5qNvnmmV3piWwAAbjPNKSk00YYK-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SujR5qNvnmmV3piWwAAbjPNKSk00YYK-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SujR5qNvnmmV3piWwAAbjPNKSk00YYK-/view?usp=share_link

Consensus Scoring
Document

3-94%

NWEA: Science of Reading
Literacy Suite

(NWEA: Science of Reading
Literacy Suite) Section 35m
Professional Learning

nsen rin
Document

Spring
2025

4-93 %

Lexia Aspire® Professional
Learning (4-8)

(Lexia Aspire Professional
Learning 4-8) Section 35m
Professional Learning

Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring
2025

4 - 93%

NWEA: Science of Reading
Leadership Course

(NWEA: Science of Reading
Leadership Course) Section
35m Professional Learning

nsen rin
Document

Spring
2025

5-92%

CORE Online Literacy &
Language Academy

(CORE Online Literacy &

Langquage Academy) Section

35m Professional Learning

Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring
2025

6 - 89%

Writing to Learn(TM): SRSD
for K-5, Secondary, and
Facilitators

(Writing to Learn: SRSD for
K-5, Secondary, and
Facilitators) Section 35m
Professional Learning

Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring
2025

7 - 85%

LitLife, Inc./Science of
Reading and Structured

(LitLife, Inc. Science of

Reading and Structured
Literacy) Section 35m

Spring
2025



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SujR5qNvnmmV3piWwAAbjPNKSk00YYK-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SujR5qNvnmmV3piWwAAbjPNKSk00YYK-/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111JtfWrWtrEDUyeTr2CB4airIVphK_uJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111JtfWrWtrEDUyeTr2CB4airIVphK_uJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111JtfWrWtrEDUyeTr2CB4airIVphK_uJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111JtfWrWtrEDUyeTr2CB4airIVphK_uJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/111JtfWrWtrEDUyeTr2CB4airIVphK_uJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IhwfzXhqwbhj_XTEIW4cEeAa60h_JxZq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IhwfzXhqwbhj_XTEIW4cEeAa60h_JxZq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IhwfzXhqwbhj_XTEIW4cEeAa60h_JxZq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IhwfzXhqwbhj_XTEIW4cEeAa60h_JxZq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IhwfzXhqwbhj_XTEIW4cEeAa60h_JxZq/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwWbEcKNq93BIOjylOw5A8KHEbeAD5iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwWbEcKNq93BIOjylOw5A8KHEbeAD5iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwWbEcKNq93BIOjylOw5A8KHEbeAD5iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwWbEcKNq93BIOjylOw5A8KHEbeAD5iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pwWbEcKNq93BIOjylOw5A8KHEbeAD5iq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13x7HKLpvFw705Q-0o32wb5c7Ewrbvc65/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13x7HKLpvFw705Q-0o32wb5c7Ewrbvc65/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13x7HKLpvFw705Q-0o32wb5c7Ewrbvc65/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13x7HKLpvFw705Q-0o32wb5c7Ewrbvc65/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13x7HKLpvFw705Q-0o32wb5c7Ewrbvc65/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wXYYr34uFzezHe7nD5MbQuu93h23VGGC/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link

Literacy

Professional Learning

Consensus Scoring
Document

8 - 81%

Amplify Science of Reading:
The Learning Lab

(Amplify Science of Reading:

The Learning Lab) Section
35m Professional Learning

Consensus Scorin
Document

Spring
2025

Unapproved - Professional Development for Section 35m Funding

(ranked, listed high to low)

Table 2 includes professional development submissions that completed the full
review process, but received an overall score of 79% or below. Based on this score,

these submissions did not meet the threshold necessary to be placed on the

Approved 35m Professional Development List.

Table 2: Unapproved Professional Development Submissions

Score Professional Development Consensus Scoring Review
Name Document Window
CAREI- Center for Applied (CAREIALL) Section 35m ,
o)
79% research and Educational Professional Development Ssz'ZnSQ
Improvement/CAREIALL Consensus Scoring
Document
Strategies to Improve (Strategies to Improve .
0]
65% Reading (STIR) Reading - STIR) Section 35m Ssz'ZnSQ

Professional Development
Consensus Scoring

Document



https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oJohvRS3AkCNjDcjvNHDvThViQCM_un/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZmulITYcu6_UL7x4K7bfbphaf0UjWpsO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZmulITYcu6_UL7x4K7bfbphaf0UjWpsO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZmulITYcu6_UL7x4K7bfbphaf0UjWpsO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZmulITYcu6_UL7x4K7bfbphaf0UjWpsO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZmulITYcu6_UL7x4K7bfbphaf0UjWpsO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TWZKHxR1BTYfD931c6hk8L_UhaPzCGUv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TWZKHxR1BTYfD931c6hk8L_UhaPzCGUv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TWZKHxR1BTYfD931c6hk8L_UhaPzCGUv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TWZKHxR1BTYfD931c6hk8L_UhaPzCGUv/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMhNKtNdOaTqrXctvByIcAEmOM0WcJE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMhNKtNdOaTqrXctvByIcAEmOM0WcJE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMhNKtNdOaTqrXctvByIcAEmOM0WcJE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMhNKtNdOaTqrXctvByIcAEmOM0WcJE/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16SMhNKtNdOaTqrXctvByIcAEmOM0WcJE/view?usp=share_link

Withdrawn - Professional Development for Section 35m Funding
(unranked, listed alphabetically)

Table 3 includes submissions that did not meet the minimum requirements to

proceed through the 35m professional development review process. Because these
items were ineligible for review, they did not receive a score.

Table 3: Withdrawn Professional Development Submissions

Score Professional Development Consensus Scoring Review
Name Document Window
N/A EPS Learning On-Site or N/A Spring
Virtual Initial 2025

Implementation,
Refresher, and Coaching
Training

Discontinued - Professional Development for Section 35m Funding
(unranked, listed alphabetically)

Table 4 includes submissions that did not pass the non-negotiable criteria during
Phase 1 or Phase 2 of the review process. As a result, the review and scoring
process was halted, no final score was assigned, and these submissions are not
included on the 35m Approved Professional Development List.

Table 4: Discontinued Professional Development Submissions

Professional Development Name Consensus Scoring Review window

Document
BetterLesson/Student-Centered (Better Lesson) Section Spring 2025
Literacy 35m Professional

Development
Consensus Scoring
Document



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs1tcHoBlE16To175zD8KcA7g1IGRNVD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs1tcHoBlE16To175zD8KcA7g1IGRNVD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs1tcHoBlE16To175zD8KcA7g1IGRNVD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs1tcHoBlE16To175zD8KcA7g1IGRNVD/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rs1tcHoBlE16To175zD8KcA7g1IGRNVD/view?usp=drive_link

Literacy First PreK

(Literacy First PreK)
Section 35m
Professional
Development

Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring 2025

Literacy First Science of Reading,
K-2

(Literacy First Science

of Reading K-2) Section
35m Professional
Development
Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring 2025

Literacy First Science of Reading,
3-5

i Fi Si
of Reading 3-5) Section

35m Professional
Development

Consensus Scorin
Document

Spring 2025

Literacy First, Science of Reading
6-12

(Literacy First Science
of Reading 6-12)

Section 35m
Professional
Development
Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring 2025

Making Sense-ory of
Reading/Multisensory Approach to
Literacy

(Making Sense-ory of

Reading) Section 35m
Professional
Development

Consensus Scoring
Document

Spring 2025



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTrVy-rpq81Nl78Gy6wS8QLSzD-LAAPH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yF_t9O_LpEQ09G-8xiaAkjAGWw25d1xd/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16-gX9Kpussu2Fs9GvqVstIv44VOPlor3/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gKjXnL2AucyXcQzjYr-a5ZybBzACrKUq/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1glKtkyMja5BlIk6G0nbCHdcslil483EP/view?usp=drive_link

Orton Gillingham Classroom (Orton Gillingham Spring 2025
Educator Course Classroom Educator

Course) Consensus
Scoring Document

(Orton Gillingham
Classroom Educator Spring 2025

Orton Gillingham Classroom Course - Intervention)
Educator Course - Intervention Section 35m
Professional

Development
Consensus Scoring

Document
WestEd/Michigan Foundational (WestEd/Michigan Spring 2025
Reading Skills for Grades 1-5 Foundational Reading

Skills for Grades 1-
Section 35m
Professional
Development

Consensus Scoring
Document

Invalid - Professional Development for Section 35m Funding
(unranked, listed alphabetically)

Table 5 includes 35m submissions indicated for professional development review
but, upon examination, were determined not to qualify for review under
professional development criteria. These submissions were redirected to the
appropriate team for further review.

Table 5: Invalid Professional Development Submissions

Professional Development Consensus Scoring Review
Name Document Window



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjycBKQvirT33ySgiJxdfN43OytQYpxh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjycBKQvirT33ySgiJxdfN43OytQYpxh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjycBKQvirT33ySgiJxdfN43OytQYpxh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zjycBKQvirT33ySgiJxdfN43OytQYpxh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bqQ49jJaUcC3WluRHojKgv3wo0lKQa7D/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h7qRbemfhNrhe6Gy38uewZxUWmVSuH1n/view?usp=sharing

2Teach Global: Curriculum Literacy
in the Inclusive Classroom: (CLIC):
Launch and Ongoing Professional
Learning Series (Bookworms
Version)

N/A

Spring 2025

American Institute of Research
Center for English Language
Learners: Cultivating Oral
Language and Literacy Talent in
Students (COLLTS): Introduction to
COLLTS Practices

N/A

Spring 2025

Brainspring: Phonics First Level 1

N/A

Spring 2025

EL Education: Teacher Professional
Learning Series K-2, 3-5 and/or K-5

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Assistant Course)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Bridging the Gap:
Importance of Spelling)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Culturally Responsive
Teaching)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Dyslexia Course)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (IMSE Leads Coaching &
Consulting)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Intervention and
Supports for Struggling Readers)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Morphology+)

N/A

Spring 2025




Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Orton Gillingham+)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Phonological Awareness
Course)

N/A

Spring 2025

Institute for Multi-Sensory
Education (Science of Reading
Course)

N/A

Spring 2025

Language Dynamics Group:
Advanced StoryChamps Training

N/A

Spring 2025

Language Dynamics Group: Intro
to StoryChamps Training

N/A

Spring 2025

Language Dynamics Group: MTSLS
Using Cubed 3 & StoryChamps
(2-day)

N/A

Spring 2025

Language Dynamics Group:
StoryChamps for Writing
Instruction

N/A

Spring 2025

Open Up Resources: Implementing
OUR & EL Education K-5 Language
Arts with Integrity

N/A

Spring 2025




