
Section 35n of the FY 2025 State School Aid Act provides $10,000,000 to MDE to administer 
the competitive Reading Excellence and Advancing District (READ) Innovation Grant. MDE 
will work with the literacy commission to establish the structure of the competition, select 
finalists, and select $500,000 winners. 

Section 35n Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) – 
Updated on 5/15/25 
General Application Questions 

How do we apply, and when is the application due? 

The 35n district grant application will open in NexSys on June 2, 2025. Districts will be able 
to access the 35n grant application in their NexSys dashboard. 

The deadline to apply is July 11, 2025. Applications must be submitted by 5:00 pm Eastern. 

How does a district view the 35n application in its entirety? 

To view the 35n application in its entirety, the district will need to initiate the NexSys 
application. The NexSys application will appear on the district’s “My Opportunities” 
dashboard. 

For information about the NexSys platform, please visit the NexSys website. 

“Getting Started in NexSys” assistance. 

Can an intermediate school district (ISD) apply on behalf of a district? 

ISDs can apply as a consortium on behalf of LEAs, but LEAs must opt into the consortium. By 
opting into the consortium, the LEA is forgoing the ability to submit their own application; 
LEAs are opting in as an entire district, and they cannot have selected buildings join the 
consortium. Please note that all LEAs will agree to the plan as submitted by the ISD on their 
behalf. 

How can the funds be used? 

Allowable use of funds includes instructional materials, curriculum materials, assessment 
materials, workbooks, technology, software/hardware, staffing costs, including instructional 
coaches, professional development, student and family incentives, and burden reduction 
such as transportation. 

Funds cannot be used for capital outlay (permanent fixtures), food, beverages, indirect 
costs, travel costs, and gift cards. 

What are the competition categories? 

The district or ISD will select one competition category on the NexSys application. The 
categories are Elementary (includes Pre-K to 5) and Secondary (6-12). 

Do funds have to be used for all schools defined by the competition category? 

No, the district or ISD can select specific schools for implementation of their proposed 
innovation. 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/grants/nexsys
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/general/TA-----NexSys-Creating-MILogin-for-Business-Instructions.pdf?rev=719578d8618d48299cbdae93ecca6055&hash=4B425749521D88161109DA449E0002D0


Do funds have to be used for all grades defined by the competition category? 

No, the district or ISD can select specific grades for implementation of their proposed 
innovation. 

When and how will funds be awarded? 

Section 35n is a competitive grant that will result in a minimum of 36 districts or ISDs 
receiving a maximum of $187,500 each for round one. Approved districts will start receiving 
funding in the October 2025 State School Aid Payment. 

For the second round, there will be 6 grants awarded to finalists, as designated in legislation. 
Three finalists will be selected in each competition category, and each grant will be at least 
$375,000. The finalists will be notified in September 2026 with allocations scheduled for 
October 2026. 

For the final round, one winner will be selected for each competition category, as designated 
in legislation, and be awarded $500,000 to support literacy initiatives and other academic 
needs. Winners will be selected in September 2027. 

What are the grant expenditure dates? 

Per 35n(10), “funds allocated under this section may be available for expenditure until 
September 30, 2028. A recipient of funding under this section must return any unexpended 
funds to the department in the manner prescribed by the department by not later than 
October 30, 2028.” 

Where can districts find Section 35n information and resources? 

Please visit the Section 35n webpage for the latest information and resources. This webpage 
will be updated regularly. 
 
How are research and evidence defined? 
 
The Institute for Education Sciences (IES) is the leading authority in the United States of 
America for rigorous, independent education research, evaluation, and statistics. Through 
the What Works Clearinghouse, they conduct independent reviews of research on what works 
in education. 
 
Applicants will align their innovative literacy initiative to one or more of four IES practice 
guides to identify the practices for which districts may use 35n READ Innovation funding. 
ESSA defines four tiers of evidence: Strong Evidence (Tier 1), Moderate Evidence (Tier 2), 
Promising Evidence (Tier 3), and Demonstrates a Rationale (Tier 4). To remain grounded in 
the science of reading, per the requirements of 35n READ Innovation, district applications for 
innovative literacy initiatives must implement practices identified by IES as having strong or 
moderate research evidence. 
● Preparing Young Children for School (3 practices) 
● Foundational Skills to Support Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten through 3rd 

Grade (3 practices) 
● Providing Reading Interventions for Students in Grades 4-9 (4 practices) 
● Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English Learners in Elementary and Middle 

Schools (3 practices) 
  

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/literacy/literacy-grants/section-35n
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/practiceguide/30
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/21
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/29
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/19
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/PracticeGuide/19


How is “innovation” defined? 
 
The term “innovation” in reference to the 35n READ Innovation grant competition means 
“new district work related to using scientifically-based practices for teaching reading, 
meaning practices that have been identified with Strong Evidence (Tier 1) or Moderate 
Evidence (Tier 2).” In this context, the term “innovation” does not refer to the use of 
untested instructional practices or practices that have been reviewed by IES as having only 
Promising Evidence (Tier 3) or Providing a Rationale (Tier 4). 
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