STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GRETCHEN WHITMER SUE C. CARNELL, Ph.D.
GOVERNOR LANSING INTERIM STATE SUPERINTENDENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE: November 6, 2025
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents

Public School Academy Directors

FROM: Dr. Diane Golzynski, RDN, SNS, Deputy Superintendent aL C:
Division of Business, Health, and Library Services

SUBJECT: Immediate Repeal of Former Section 21f(14) — 15 Virtual Days
Authority

On October 7, 2025, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed into law the fiscal year 2026 State
School Aid Act (Public Act 15 of 2025). Public Act 15 repealed subsection MCL
388.1621f(14), which allowed school districts to provide up to 15 days of virtual
instruction each year under a district-approved plan for emergency closures, student
testing days, or professional development purposes, not to exceed 30 hours per year.

With this legislative change effective October 7, 2025, districts no longer have statutory
authority to count instructional time under the former 15-day virtual provision.

Instructional time compliance must now rely on other sections of law, including:

e Forgiven days and hours for conditions beyond the control of the district under
section 101(4) (MCL 388.1701).

e Professional development that qualifies as instructional time under section 101(10)
(MCL 388.1701).

e Other virtual or online courses under section 21f, which remain in effect and are
unrelated to the former 15-day provision.

The Michigan Department of Education will update the Pupil Accounting Manual and related
guidance materials to reflect this statutory change.

Frequently Asked Questions

Q1. Can we still deliver instruction virtually?

A. Yes. Section 21f still governs virtual courses and related enrollment/quality provisions.
Virtual courses remain subject to section 21f requirements. What has changed is the
specific 15-day virtual authority, which no longer exists.
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Q2. What about virtual days already used this fall?

A. Only virtual instructional days related to the 15-days—the former MCL 388.1621f(14)—
on or before October 6, 2025, are allowed. All instructional days starting October 7, 2025,
and after must comply with current law. Please coordinate with your intermediate school
district auditor on the necessary documentation.

For questions regarding the requirements under the updated Section 21f, please contact
the Office of Financial Management at MDE-OFM@Michigan.gov.

cc: Michigan Education Alliance
Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Departments
Michigan Pupil Accounting and Attendance Association
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