STATE OF MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

GLENN M. MALEYKO, Ph.D.
GRETC(;EEI;\IR\I\/I\QFFLITMER LANSING STATE SUPERINTENDENT
MEMORANDUM
DATE: December 18, 2025
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents

Public School Academy Directors

FROM: Delsa D. Chapman, Ed.D., Deputy Superintendent ”7@({2&
Division of Assessment, School Improvement, and Systems Support

SUBJECT: Evidence-based Tier-1, Class-wide Elementary Reading Curricula

Per the K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Law (MCL 380.1280f), the Michigan Department
of Education (MDE) is responsible for providing a list of evidence-based Tier-1, class-
wide elementary reading curricula. The list has been posted on the K-12 Literacy and
Dyslexia Laws - PA 146/147 website, under Literacy Instruction and Materials on the
right side of the page.

A request for submission process was open for evidence-based Tier-1, class-wide
elementary reading curricula from September 17 to October 6, 2025. During the
submission process, MDE received 19 submissions.

While districts are not required by the K-12 literacy and dyslexia laws to select an
evidence-based Tier-1, class-wide elementary reading curriculum from the MDE
published list, beginning in 2027-28, school districts, intermediate school districts,
and public-school academies are required to:

“ensure that reading instruction and curriculum materials are evidence-based,
with a focus on pupils’ mastery of the foundational reading skills of phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, and the development of other reading skills,
including, but not limited to, development of oral language, vocabulary, and
reading comprehension.”

Districts are strongly encouraged to consider implementing curricula from this list, as
it is aligned with the curriculum requirements in MCL 388.1764Kk.

In March 2026, MDE will open requests for submissions for an additional evidence-
based Tier-1, class-wide elementary reading curricula, which will remain open until
September 30, 2026. The department plans to conduct reviews of submissions and
update the lists using the following schedule:
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Requests submitted by Updated List

April 30, 2026, 11:59 p.m. July 2026

September 30, 2026, 11:59 p.m. December 2026

The purpose of the continued requests for submissions and updated lists is to provide
additional opportunities for literacy partners/vendors to meet the criteria of
Michigan’s K-12 literacy and dyslexia laws and to maximize evidence-based Tier-1
curricula options for Michigan’s educators to meet the needs of their students.

MDE is committed to working with local education agencies and literacy
partners/vendors in the coming months to support all Michigan children in reaching
their full potential. For questions regarding the K-12 literacy and dyslexia laws,
please contact the Office of Educational Supports, Literacy Unit at MDE-Literacy-
Dyslexia@michigan.gov or visit the K-12 Literacy and Dyslexia Laws - PA 146/147

webpage.

cc: Michigan Education Alliance
Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Departments
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