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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
DATE:  May 14, 2026  
 
TO: Local and Intermediate School District Superintendents 
 Public School Academy Directors  
 High School Career and Technical Education Teachers  
 
FROM:  Dr. Deanne K. Kelleher, Office of Nutrition Services Director 
 
 Celena Mills, Office of Career and Technical Education Director   
 
SUBJECT:  Following Smart Snacks Standards in School Stores  
 
School stores in all Michigan public schools, including intermediate school districts 
and local education agencies, both traditional public school districts and public school 
academies, must follow federal Smart Snack in School nutrition standards when 
selling food and beverages to students during the school day. These standards still 
allow school stores to teach business principles while meeting federal U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) requirements. 
 
Smart Snack standards support a healthy school environment that encourages 
learning and growth. At the same time, students working in school stores gain hands-
on experience with business skills.  
 
What are Smart Snacks standards? 
Smart Snacks standards are a federal requirement for all foods and beverages sold to 
students during the school day outside of the National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Program. The school day is defined as the midnight before to 30 minutes after the 
end of the school day. 
 
What is a Smart Snack?  
To qualify as a Smart Snack, the first ingredient must be a fruit, vegetable, whole 
grain, protein, or dairy food. The item must also meet specific nutrition requirements 
for calories, sodium, total fat, saturated fat, and sugar. More details are found in the 
United States Department of Agriculture Guide to Smart Snacks in School. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sbp/school-breakfast-program
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sbp/school-breakfast-program
https://www.fns.usda.gov/tn/guide-smart-snacks-school
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How can the school store follow the Smart Snack standards? 
Start by gathering nutrition information found on the Nutrition Facts label on the 
package of each item the store plans to sell. Then use the Smart Snacks Calculator to 
check whether the item meets the Smart Snacks standards. Save the calculator’s 
final screen as documentation of compliance. The smart snacks calculator information 
will need to be turned in during the food service review by the Michigan Department 
of Education (MDE). If the item is not packaged and does not have a nutrition label, 
then a nutritional analysis will need to be done. The food service department may 
have software that can be used, or use Food Data Central. 
 
Federal USDA regulations also require the tracking of all food and beverage sales that 
occur outside of the school meals program. Sample tracking sheets are available on 
the MDE Smart Snacks webpage, including the Compliant Competitive Food Sale 
Tracker and the Non-Compliant Food Fundraiser Tracker. Electronic versions may be 
created and used. Completed tracking sheets should be given to the Food Service 
Department at the end of the school year. 
 
These rules only apply to food and beverages sold to students during the school day. 
Non-food items are not covered by federal Smart Snack standards. 
 
What are the exemptions?  
Michigan law allows each school building to hold two exempt fundraisers per week. 
This means a school store plus any other school organization in the building may sell 
food and beverage items that do not meet the federal Smart Snacks standard to 
students during the school day for a total of twice each week. If the school store sells 
food that doesn’t meet the Smart Snacks standards twice each week, no other group 
in the building may sell food or beverage items during that same week that do not 
meet the standards. All exempt fundraisers must be tracked. It is helpful to have one 
person in charge of tracking, and often it is someone in the front office. More 
information is available in Food Service Administrative Memo No. 4 SY 2022-2023.  
 
How can schools engage students who operate a school store? 

• Help check whether items meet Smart Snack standards by using the Smart 
Snacks Calculator.  

• Conduct market research and develop a plan to market healthier items, 
including limited time offers or seasonal items.  

• Design product placement and merchandising strategies to encourage sales of 
targeted items.  

o Product, price, place, and promotion: Choose a healthy food item to sell 
at the right price in the school store and promote the health benefits of 
the item. For example, promoting chocolate milk to athletes as a post-
workout beverage.  

o Create signage with nutrition and health messages about items sold in 
the store. 

• Learn inventory management by tracking product movement and comparing 
sales.  

https://foodplanner.healthiergeneration.org/calculator/
https://fdc.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/food/sntp/program-info/smart-snacks-in-schools
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/2026/03-Mar/MI-Smart-Snacks-Compliant-Fundraiser-Tracker---School-rev2026.pdf?rev=0408f846bd6a4d1eb59d47eaf0c0275f&hash=2368118747BC6783CE9B5C5FD93FCBCD
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/2026/03-Mar/MI-Smart-Snacks-Compliant-Fundraiser-Tracker---School-rev2026.pdf?rev=0408f846bd6a4d1eb59d47eaf0c0275f&hash=2368118747BC6783CE9B5C5FD93FCBCD
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/Food-and-Nutrition-Programs/2026/03-Mar/MI-Smart-Snacks-Exempt-Fundraiser-Tracker---School---2026---Non-Compliant.pdf?rev=00049f1cd5a54581b319a97c1479480e&hash=87D9700B6A73627F1EB0E9932C9CDFD5
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-380-1272B
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ohns/School-Nutrition-Programs/Administrative-Memos/SY-2022-2023/Admin-Memo-No-4---Noncompliant-Food-Fundraisers.pdf?rev=427c721640924e2290c91a5e823e8033&hash=7AD5D1927EB63CFA7545B47CEDFDA077
https://foodplanner.healthiergeneration.org/calculator/
https://foodplanner.healthiergeneration.org/calculator/
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• Learn how to conduct a nutritional analysis when needed. The food service 
department may have software that can be used, or use Food Data Central 
and a spreadsheet to calculate. 

Additional guidance 
Federal Smart Snack standards apply only to school buildings participating in the 
National School Lunch program. Talk to your food service director if you are unsure if 
your school participates in this program. Food or beverages that meet Smart Snacks 
standards or any non-food items may be sold at any time, unless restricted by the 
district's or school's Local Wellness Policy or food safety plan. 
 
MDE recommends that the district’s Local Wellness Policy team and building 
principals work together to ensure Smart Snacks standards are followed and keep the 
district’s Food Service Director informed about all fundraising activities. 
 
Working together 
State-approved Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs are required to 
follow Smart Snack standards when operating a school store if the district 
participates in the National School Lunch Program. CTE programs must develop an 
Advisory Committee that includes business and industry representatives. The 
committee members share their business and industry experience, including industry 
regulations, so the program teaches students to be equipped for the workforce. A 
school Food Service Director can be a valuable member of that committee to provide 
resources and technical assistance to ensure that federal requirements for the 
National School Lunch Program are being met.  
 
Additional questions 
Contact MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov. 
 
cc: Michigan Education Alliance  
 Confederation of Michigan Tribal Education Departments  

https://fdc.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/nutrition-standards/smartsnacks
https://www.fns.usda.gov/nslp
mailto:MDE-SchoolNutrition@Michigan.gov
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