
  

 

                                                                           

         

 
 

     
 

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

      
     

 

SOCIAL STUDIES PERFORMANCE LEVEL DESCRIPTORS – FINAL: MAY 2025 

Standard Setting Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) 

There are four Performance Levels in social studies: 

• Not Proficient 

• Partially Proficient 

• Proficient 

• Advanced 

The Standard Setting PLDs define in detail what students at each grade and performance level should know and be able to do in relation to the 

Michigan social studies content expectations. 

In this document, only the last three levels are defined explicitly. The first level (not proficient) is defined as not meeting the requirements for the 

partially proficient level. 

The PLDs are presented within grade level across performance levels—this presentation shows how performance progresses from one 

performance level to the next within each grade. 

The Social Studies M-STEP is given in the spring to students in grades 5, 8, and 11 (as part of the MME) and measures the social studies 
knowledge and skills expected at the end of grades 5 (for grades 3-5), 8 (for grades 6-8) and 11 (for high school). 
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M-STEP Social Studies Elementary Performance Level Descriptors (grades 3-5) (Across Performance Levels) 
Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

MICHIGAN HISTORY 

identifies significant people, groups of people, and 

Michigan historical events 

explains the cause-and-effect relationship and 

chronology between significant people, groups of 

people, and events in Michigan history 

evaluates the cause-and-effect relationship and 

chronology between significant people, groups of 

people, and events in Michigan history 

recognizes some of the major civic, economic, and 
geographic themes of Michigan history 

identifies the major civic, economic, and geographic 

themes of Michigan history 

analyzes the connections between the major 

civic, economic, and geographic themes of 

Michigan history 

uses primary and secondary sources to show some 

knowledge of Michigan historical events 

uses primary and secondary sources to understand 

conflicting accounts of Michigan historical events 

uses primary and secondary sources to analyze 

conflicting accounts of historical events 

U.S. HISTORY 

recognizes some of the causes and effects of 

European exploration and colonization 

identifies causes and effects of European exploration 

and colonization 

explains causes and effects of European 

exploration that led to cultural and ecological 

interactions among peoples of the three worlds 

(European, African, and Indigenous Peoples) 

uses primary and secondary sources to show a 

limited knowledge of the environmental, political, 

and cultural interactions between Europeans, 

Africans, and Indigenous Peoples from the late 15th 

to 17th centuries 

uses primary and secondary sources to understand 

environmental, political, and cultural impacts of the 

interactions between Europeans, Africans, and 

Indigenous Peoples from the late 15th to 17th 

centuries 

uses primary and secondary sources to analyze 

environmental, political, and cultural impacts of 

interactions between Europeans, Africans, and 

Indigenous Peoples from the late 15th to 17th 

centuries 

recognizes some significant developments in the 

colonies 

understands regional settlement patterns and 

significant developments in the colonies 

compares and contrasts regional settlement 

patterns and significant developments in the 

colonies 

recognizes some of the causes and ideas of the 

American Revolution 

describes causes of American Revolution and ideas 

and interests related to it 

analyzes American Revolution causes, its ideas 

and interests 

demonstrates limited knowledge of the events and 

effects of the American Revolution 

explains events and effects of the American 

Revolution 

analyzes events, reasons for victory, and effects 

of the American Revolution 

demonstrates a limited understanding of the 

Articles of Confederation and the Constitution 

explains the ideas and conflicts related to the 

Articles of Confederation and the Constitution 

analyzes challenges of the Articles of 

Confederation and its relationship to 

development of the Constitution 

demonstrates a limited understanding of the of the 

Bill of Rights 

shows a basic understanding of the Bill of Rights and 

their purpose 

analyzes the impact of the Bill of Rights as an 

addition to the Constitution as it applies to every 

day life 
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Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

GEOGRAPHY 

demonstrates limited knowledge of geographic 

data and tools used for acquiring, processing and 

reporting spatial information 

shows a basic knowledge of using geographic data 

and tools for acquiring, processing and reporting 

spatial information 

applies geographic data and tools for acquiring, 

processing, and reporting spatial information 

identifies some physical and human characteristics 

of Michigan/U.S. 

recognizes how Michigan/U.S. regions are created 

from physical and human characteristics 

distinguishes how Michigan/U.S. regions are 

created from common physical and human 

characteristics 

demonstrates limited knowledge of the impact of 

migration on the population, cultural, and 

economic development of places and regions in 

Michigan/the U.S. 

demonstrates a basic knowledge of the impact of 

migration on the population, cultural, and economic 

development of places and regions in Michigan/the 

U.S. 

analyzes the impact of migration on the 

population, cultural, and economic development 

of places and regions in Michigan/the U.S. 

identifies some of the causes and effects of human 

environment interactions on the physical 

environment of Michigan/U.S. 

explains the causes and effects of human 

environment interactions on the physical 

environment of Michigan/U.S.  

evaluates the causes and effects of human 

environment interactions on the physical 

environment of Michigan/U.S. 

identifies some natural resources of Michigan with 

limited knowledge of the consequences of their use 

identifies natural resources of Michigan and 

consequences of their use 

identifies natural resources of Michigan and 

analyzes the positive and negative consequences 

of their use 

recognizes some of the five themes of geography describes the five themes of geography analyzes the five themes of geography 
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Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

CIVICS 

identifies some purposes of government explains the purposes of government evaluates the purposes of government 

demonstrates limited knowledge of the concept of 

representative government, Democratic Values, 

and Constitutional Principles 

demonstrates basic knowledge of representative 

government and the significance of Democratic 

Values and Constitutional Principles 

applies the concepts of representative 

government, Democratic Values, and 

Constitutional Principles to real circumstances 

recognizes some of the structure and functions of 

government  

describes the structure and functions of local, tribal, 

state, and federal governments 

examines the structure and functions of 

government by analyzing relationships between 

and among local, tribal, state, and federal 

governments 

identifies the rights of a U.S. citizen explains the rights and responsibilities of U.S. 

citizenship 

applies the rights and responsibilities of U.S. 

citizenship to daily life 

ECONOMICS 

recognizes some basic economic principles shows an understanding of basic economic principles 

related to a market economy 

applies fundamental economic principles and 

concepts to understand economic activity in a 

market economy and Michigan 

demonstrates limited understanding of the roles of 

individuals, businesses, and government in 

economic principles or economic systems 

demonstrates an understanding of the roles 

individuals, businesses, and government play in 

economic principles/economic systems related to 

Michigan, the U.S. and global economies 

applies the roles of individuals, businesses, 

government, and economic principles to 

economic activity/systems in Michigan, the U.S., 

and the global economy 

recognizes some of the positive and negative 

incentives in a market economy 

describes positive and negative incentives in a 

market economy 

applies knowledge of positive and negative 

incentives to examine their influences in a market 

economy 
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M-STEP Social Studies Middle School Performance Level Descriptors (grades 6-8) (Across Performance Levels) 
Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

WORLD HISTORY 

identifies primary and secondary sources and 
recognizes that they help to understand accounts of 
historical events 

identifies and uses historical inquiry and primary and 
secondary sources to study historical events 

uses historical inquiry and primary and secondary 
sources to analyze and interpret different accounts 
of historical events 

recognizes some key features or differences 
between hunter-gatherer societies and pastoral 
nomads in the beginnings of human society (Era 1) 

identifies key features and differences of hunter-
gatherer societies and pastoral nomads in the 
beginnings of human society (Era 1) 

analyzes and compares the key features and 
differences of hunter-gatherer societies and pastoral 
nomads in the beginnings of human society (Era 1) 

recognizes the Agricultural Revolution and some of 

its impacts on society 

describes the Agricultural Revolution as a turning 
point in history with its impacts on society 

evaluates the Agricultural Revolution as a turning 
point in history by analyzing the positive and 
negative impacts on society 

recognizes some characteristics of early civilization 
and pastoral societies (Era 2) 

explains defining characteristics of early civilization 
and early pastoral societies (Era 2) 

analyzes characteristics and contributions of early 
civilization and pastoral societies around the globe 
(Era 2) 

recognizes some characteristics of classical 
civilizations, empires, or city-states (Era 3) 

compares and contrasts significant innovations and 
characteristics of classical civilizations/empires/city-
states related to social, political, or economic 
changes and the diffusion of those ideas (Era 3) 

analyzes significant innovations and characteristics 
of classical civilizations/empires/city-states and the 
impact of diffusion on skills and ideas (Era 3) 

uses maps and other sources to locate geographic 
features of civilizations 

uses maps and other sources to describe and locate 
geographic features of civilizations and trade 
networks 

analyzes maps and other sources to make 
generalizations and comparisons about civilizations 
and trade networks 

recognizes major world religions and belief systems identifies the core beliefs of major world religions 
and belief systems (Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, Confucianism, Sikhism, and Islam) 

compares and contrasts the core beliefs of major 
world religions and belief systems (Hinduism, 
Judaism, Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, 
Sikhism, and Islam) 

recognizes some crises in the classical world that led 
to the collapse of empires 

explains crises in the classical world that led to the 
collapse and consolidation empires including 
environmental, political, and crises 

evaluates crises in the classical world that led to the 
collapse and consolidation of empires including 
environmental, political, and crises 

recognizes some cultural and economic 
characteristics of civilizations of Africa and the 
Americas prior to the 1500s (Era 4) 

explains cultural and economic characteristics of 
civilizations of Africa and the Americas prior to the 
1500s (Era 4) 

analyzes cultural and economic characteristics of 
civilizations of Africa and the Americas prior to the 
1500s (Era 4) 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

U.S. HISTORY 
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recognizes some ideas that led colonists to declare 
independence (Eras 1-3) 

explains the influences that led colonists to declare 
independence (Eras 1-3) 

analyzes ideas about the influences that led colonists 
to declare independence (Eras 1-3) 

recognizes the challenges faced by the new nation 
(Era 3) 

identifies how the Articles of Confederation and 
Constitutional Convention addressed the challenges 
faced by the new nation (Era 3) 

evaluates how the Articles of Confederation and 
Constitutional Convention addressed the challenges 
faced by the new nation (Era 3) 

recognizes the role of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights (Era 3) 

explains the role of the Constitution as a new plan 
for governing and the significance of the Bill of 
Rights (Era 3) 

analyzes the role of the Constitution as a new plan 
for governing and the significance of the Bill of 
Rights (Era 3) 

recognizes some challenges the new federal 
government faced (Era 4) 

explains the challenges the new federal government 
faced and how the roles of political and social 
leaders in meeting those challenges (Era 4) 

analyzes the challenges the new federal government 
faced and how the roles of political and social 
leaders in meeting those challenges (Era 4) 

uses maps, charts, and other sources to recognize 
territorial, demographic, or economic growth in the 
new nation’s first three decades (Era 4) 

uses maps, charts, and other sources to describe 
territorial, demographic, and economic growth in 
the new nation's first three decades (Era 4) 

uses maps, charts, and other sources to analyze 
territorial, demographic, and economic growth in 
the new nation's first three decades (Era 4) 

identifies antebellum America reform movements 
(Era 4) 

describes the growth of antebellum America reform 
movements (Era 4) 

evaluates the growth of antebellum America reform 
movements (Era 4) 

recognizes Civil War causes, impacts, and early anti-
slavery efforts (Era 5) 

identifies Civil War causes, impacts, and early anti-
slavery efforts (Era 5) 

analyzes Civil War causes, impacts, and early anti-
slavery efforts (Era 5) 

recognizes key events and consequences of the Civil 
War (Era 5) 

describes key events and consequences of the Civil 
War (Era 5) 

evaluates the key events and consequences of the 
Civil War (Era 5) 

recognizes some of the economic, social, and 
political intent and consequences of the Civil War 
and Reconstruction (Era 5) 

describes the economic, social, and political intent 
and consequences of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction (Era 5) 

analyzes the economic, social, and political intent 
and consequences of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction (Era 5) 

identifies demographic, industrial, economic, 
transportation, and communication changes in last 
half of 19th century (Era 6) 

describes major demographic, industrial, economic, 
transportation, and communication changes in last 
half of 19th century (Era 6) 

analyzes some major demographic, industrial, 
economic, transportation, and communication 
changes in last half of 19th century (Era 6) 

identifies some key historical decisions and their 
impact on the U.S. 

identifies key historical decisions and their impact on 
the U.S. and major world regions 

analyzes key historical decisions and their impact on 
the U.S. and major world regions 

recognizes that primary and secondary sources help 
to understand accounts of historical events 

uses primary and secondary sources to identify conflicting 
accounts of historical events 

uses primary and secondary sources to analyze and 
interpret conflicting accounts of historical events 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

GEOGRAPHY 
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uses maps and other geographic tools to recognize 
features the world at global, regional, and local 
scales 

uses maps and other geographic tools to describe 
features of the world at global, regional, and local 
scales 

uses maps and other geographic tools to analyze the 
world at global, regional, and local scales 

recognizes the five themes of geography in major 
world regions 

describes relationships between and among the five 
themes of geography and major world regions 

analyzes relationship between and among the five 
themes of geography and major world regions 

recognizes some of the physical and human 
characteristics of places and regions 

identifies the physical and human characteristics of 
places and regions 

analyzes the physical and human characteristics of 
places and regions 

recognizes patterns and characteristics of major 

ecosystems 

describes the patterns and characteristics of major 

ecosystems 

analyzes the patterns and characteristics of major 

ecosystems 

recognizes some influences of culture and cultural 
diffusion in daily lives 

describes the influence of culture and cultural 
diffusion in daily lives 

analyzes the influence of culture in daily lives with 
evidence of cultural change through diffusion 

recognizes some physical and human systems and 
how processes shape patterns on the Earth’s surface 

describes physical and human systems and how 
processes shape patterns on the Earth’s surface 

Analyzes physical and human systems and how 
processes shape patterns on the Earth’s surface 

recognizes how some technology creates patterns 
and networks that connect people, resources, 
products, and ideas 

identifies and describes how technology creates 
patterns and networks that connect people, 
resources, products, and ideas 

analyzes how technology creates patterns and 
networks that connect people, resources, products, 
and ideas 

recognizes some patterns, processes, and functions 
of human settlement 

describes patterns, processes, and functions of 
human settlement 

analyzes patterns, processes, and functions of 
human settlement 

recognizes some reasons for how conflicts or 
cooperation between people shape the division of 
Earth's surface and resources 

explains how conflicts and cooperation between 
people shape the division of Earth's surface and 
resources 

analyzes how conflicts and cooperation between 
people shape the division of Earth's surface and 
resources 

recognizes how humans use or modify the 
environment 

explains how humans use and modify the 
environment 

analyzes how humans use and modify the 
environment around the world 

defines natural resources identifies natural resources and recognizes how 
people in different places use and acquire resources 

analyzes natural resources and the use and 
acquisition of natural resources around the world 

recognizes some global issues related to geography identifies global issues using geographic inquiry analyzes global issues using geographic inquiry 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

CIVICS 

recognizes government systems around the world compares and contrasts different ideas about the 
purposes of government in different nations, nation-
states, or governments 

evaluates purposes of government systems in 
different nations, nation-states, and governments 
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recognizes some major structures and functions of 
government 

identifies the major structure and functions of 
government 

analyzes major structures and functions of 
government 

recognizes how some governments interact globally 
through trade, diplomacy, treaties, aid, sanctions, 
military actions, and force threats 

identifies how governments interact globally through 
trade, diplomacy, treaties, aid, sanctions, military 
actions, and force threats 

compares and contrasts how governments interact 
globally through trade, diplomacy, treaties, aid, 
sanctions, military actions, and force threats 

recognizes the role the U.S. government plays in 
world affairs 

identifies the role of the U.S. government plays in 
world affairs 

analyzes the role of the U.S. government in world 
affairs 

ECONOMICS 

recognizes the concepts of scarcity or surpluses in a 
market economy 

describes how individuals, businesses, and 
government make economic decisions when 
confronting scarcity or surpluses in a market 
economy 

analyzes how individuals, businesses, and 
government make economic decisions when 
confronting scarcity or surpluses in a market 
economy 

recognizes some important economic principles in a 

society 

uses economic principles to describe how 

governments make decisions that affect the national 

economy 

uses economic principles in world societies to 

analyze how governments make decisions that affect 

the national economy 

recognizes how economic systems answer the three 

basic economic questions 

compares how economic systems answer the three 

basic economic questions 

uses examples to analyze how economic systems 

answer the three basic economic questions 

uses charts and graphs to identify global 

imports/exports 

uses charts and graphs to analyze global imports/ 

exports to infer economic interdependence patterns 

uses charts and graphs to evaluate global 

imports/exports to infer economic interdependence 

patterns 
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M-STEP Social Studies High School Performance Level Descriptors (grades 9-11) (Across Performance Levels) 
Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

WORLD HISTORY WITH INTEGRATED GEOGRAPHY 
identifies how religion, philosophy, or trade 
shaped society (Era 4) 

explains how religion, philosophy, and trade shaped 
societies (Era 4) 

evaluates how religion, philosophy, and trade 
shaped societies and culture (Era 4) 

recognizes some important global interactions/ 
cross-regional developments during changes in 
regional power and/or religious influence (Era 4) 

explains important global interactions/cross-regional 
developments during changes in regional power and 
religious influence (Era 4) 

evaluates important global interactions/cross-
regional developments during changes in regional 
power and religious influence (Era 4) 

recognizes some global impacts of transoceanic 
travel from the 15th to 18th century 

explains global impacts of transoceanic travel from the 
15th to 18th century 

evaluates the positive/negative global impacts of 
transoceanic travel from the 15th to 18th century 

recognizes some causes, characteristics and 
consequences of revolutions (Era 6) 

explains causes, characteristics and consequences of 
revolutions related to intellectual, political, 
population, and economic themes (Era 6) 

evaluates causes and consequences of revolutions 
related to intellectual, political, population, and 
economic themes (Era 6) 

identifies some of the comparative patterns of 
Nationalism, including social, political or economic 
reforms (Era 6) 

explains the comparative patterns of Nationalism, 
including social, political and economic consequences 
(Era 6) 

evaluates the comparative patterns of 
Nationalism, including social, political, and 
economic consequences (Era 6) 

identifies some political, economic, or social 
causes and consequences of Imperialism (Era 6) 

explains the political, economic, and social causes and 
consequences of Imperialism (Era 6) 

evaluates the political, economic, and social 
causes and consequences of Imperialism (Era 6) 

identifies some of the comparative patterns of 
Industrialization, including social, political or 
economic consequences 

explains the comparative patterns of Industrialization, 
including social, political and economic consequences 
(Era 6) 

evaluates the comparative patterns of 
Industrialization, including social, political and 
economic consequences (Era 6) 

identifies some of the impacts of shifts in global 
power from the 20th century to present, including 
military, political, economic, or technological 
influences (Era 7) 

explains the impacts of shifts in global power from the 
20th century to present, including military, political, 
economic, and technological influences (Era 7) 

evaluates the impacts of shifts in global power 
from the 20th century to present, including 
military, political, economic, and technological 
influences (Era 7) 

identifies some of the causes and consequences of 
revolutionary and independence movements in 
different world regions (Era 7) 

explain the causes and consequences of revolutionary 
and independence movements in different world 
regions (Era 7) 

evaluates the causes and consequences of 
revolutionary and independence movements in 
different world regions (Era 7) 

identifies some of the causes and consequences of 
World War I, World War II and the Cold War 

explains causes and consequences of World War I, 
World War II, and the Cold War 

evaluates causes and consequences of World War 
I, World War II, and the Cold War 

recognizes some of the causes and consequences 

of genocide (ERA 7) 

explains the causes and consequences of genocide 
(ERA7) 

evaluates the causes and consequences of 
genocide (ERA 7) 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

U.S. HISTORY WITH INTEGRATED GEOGRAPHY 
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identifies causes or consequences of the US 
Industrial Revolution (Era 6) 

explains causes and consequences of the US Industrial 
Revolution (Era 6) 

analyzes causes and effects of the Industrial 
Revolution leading to America’s growth from rural 
to urban nation (Era 6) 

identifies causes and consequences of the growth 
of U.S. federal government power in world affairs 
post-Civil War (Era 6) 

explains causes and consequences of the growth of 
U.S. federal government power in world affairs post-
Civil War (Era 6) 

evaluates major changes, positive and negative, of 
the role the U.S. federal government played in 
world affairs post-Civil War, and explains the 
causes and consequences of this changing role 
(Era 6) 

identifies the social, political, or economic changes 
that occurred during the Progressive Era (Era 6) 

explains the social, political, and economic changes 
that occurred during the Progressive Era (Era 6) 

evaluates causes and consequences of the social, 
political, and economic changes that occurred 
during the Progressive Era (Era 6) 

identifies the social, cultural, or political changes 
of the 1920s 

explains the social, cultural, and political changes of 
the 1920s 

evaluates the social, cultural, and political changes 
and consequences of the 1920s 

Identifies some of the causes or consequences of 
the Great Depression (Era 7) 

explains the causes and consequences of the Great 
Depression (Era 7) 

evaluates the causes and consequences of the 
Great Depression (Era 7) 

identifies some of the causes or the course of 
World War II  

explains major causes and the course of World War II evaluates major causes and the course of World 
War II 

identifies some of the changes in demographics, 
domestic policies, and foreign policies during the 
Cold War Era (Era 8) 

explains the changes in demographics, domestic 
policies, and foreign policies during the Cold War Era 
(Era 8) 

evaluates the changes in demographics, domestic 
policies, and foreign policies during the Cold War 
Era (Era 8) 

identifies some of the causes & consequences of 
Civil Rights Movements (ERA 8) 

explains the causes & consequences, events, people, 
and organizations of Civil Rights Movement (Era 8) 

evaluates the causes & consequences, events, 
people, and organizations of Civil Rights 
Movements (Era 8) 

identifies some developments in foreign and 
domestic policies and the global role of the U.S. 
from 1980 to present 

explains developments in foreign and domestic 
policies and the global role of the U.S. from 1980 to 
present 

evaluates developments in foreign and domestic 
policies and the global role of the U.S. from 1980 
to present 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 
CIVICS 

identifies multiple systems of government compares and contrasts multiple systems of 
governments 

evaluates the effects of multiple systems of 
governments 

recognizes some of the historical or philosophical 
origins of American Constitutional Democracy 

identifies the historical and philosophical origins of 
American Constitutional Democracy 

Evaluates the historical and philosophical origins 
of American Constitutional Democracy 
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identifies Democratic Values or Constitutional 
Principles using primary or secondary sources 

explains Democratic Values and Constitutional 
Principles using primary and secondary sources 

evaluates Democratic Values and Constitutional 
Principles using primary and secondary sources to 
illustrate changes in American culture, law, and/or 
the Constitution.  

identifies some of the structure, functions, 
powers, and limits of federal government 

explains the structure, functions, powers, and limits of 
federal government 

evaluates the structure, functions, powers, and 
limits of federal government 

identifies the structure and functions of state, 
local, or tribal governments including the role the 
U.S. Constitution plays in limiting power 

explains the structure and functions of state, local, 
and tribal governments including the role the U.S. 
Constitution plays in limiting power 

evaluates the structure and functions of state, 
local, and tribal governments including the role 
the U.S. Constitution plays in limiting power 

recognizes some roles individuals, groups, political 
parties, and organizations have in influencing 
public and foreign policy 

explains how individuals, groups, political parties, and 
organizations influence public and foreign policy 

analyzes how individuals, groups, political parties, 
and organizations influence public and foreign 
policy 

identifies the scope and limits of the Bill of Rights explains how court cases determine the scope and 
limits of the Bill of Rights 

evaluates how court cases determine the scope 
and limits of the Bill of Rights 

identifies major historic events that led to the 
creation of Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 

Explains how major historic events led to the creation 
of Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 

evaluates how major historic events led to the 
creation of Amendments to the U.S. Constitution 

identifies scope of or limits on rights/liberties explains scope of and limits on rights/liberties evaluates scope of and limits on rights/liberties 

identifies how historic events lead to changes in 
civil rights and civil liberties 

explains how historic events lead to changes in civil 
rights and civil liberties 

evaluates how historic events lead to changes in 
civil rights and civil liberties 

identifies how the U.S. government and/or 
international organizations influence foreign 
policy 

explains how the U.S. government and international 
organizations influence foreign policy 

evaluates how the U.S. government and 
international organizations influence foreign 
policy 

identifies the requirements and/or process for 
becoming a citizen of the U.S. 

explains the requirements and process for becoming a 
citizen of the U.S. 

evaluates how the U.S. has limited and expanded 
citizenship over time 

identifies some of the rights and responsibilities of 

U.S. citizens 

explains the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens 
and all people in the United States 

evaluates the rights and responsibilities of U.S. 
citizens and all people in the United States 

Partially Proficient (Level 2) Proficient (Level 3) Advanced (Level 4) 

ECONOMICS 

identifies the role of scarcity in a market economy 
explains the role of scarcity in a market economy evaluates the impact of scarcity in a market 

economy 

identifies some roles of economic institutions in 
market structures 

explains the role of economic institutions in various 
market structures 

analyzes the role of economic institutions in 
various market structures 
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identifies incentives, prices, and supply & demand 
in a market economy 

explains how incentives, prices, and supply & demand 
interact in a market economy 

evaluates how incentives, prices, and supply & 
demand interact to influence choices in a market 
economy 

identifies how government policies impact the 
market 

explains how government policies impact the market 
and its development  

evaluates how government policies impact the 
market and its development 

identifies and interprets some data using 
economic indicators 

uses data and economic indicators to describe the 
overall conditions in the U.S. economy 

analyzes data and economic indicators to describe 
the overall conditions in the U.S. economy and the 
factors that cause changes to those conditions 

identifies the U.S. government's economic role, 
including goals, policies, or protections 

explains the U.S. government's economic role, 
including goals, policies, and protections, and as a 
producer/consumer 

evaluates the U.S. government's economic role, 
(goals, policies, protection), as a producer/ 
consumer, and its impact on goals through 
taxation, spending, protections, and regulations 

identifies different economic systems and their 
production, distribution, exchange, and/or 
consumption of goods and services 

explains how different economic systems facilitate the 
production, distribution, exchange, and consumption 
of goods and services 

compares and contrasts how different economic 
systems facilitate the production, distribution, 
exchange, and consumption of goods and services 

identifies how global economic interdependence 
impacts individuals, producers, and/or 
governments 

explains global economic interdependence including 
advantages and disadvantages for individuals, 
producers, and governments 

evaluates global economic interdependence 
including advantages and disadvantages for 
individuals, producers, and governments 

Identifies some of the incentives for saving and 
the benefit and cost of using credit 

explains how savings grow over time, including how 
credit impacts financial decisions and how various 
factors influence investment choices 

evaluates the long-term effects of saving 
decisions, the financial implications of credit use, 
and the relationships between risk, return, 
inflation, taxes, government policies and 
diversification in investments 
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