
  

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2021-2022 

ISD Name: Livingston ESA 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2021 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Livingston ESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2021 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 11043 156 1.4 

Mathematics 10931 144 1.3 

Science 4467 52 1.2 

Social Studies 4467 38 0.9 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 10 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2021 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

6 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier I: Please provide a summary of technical assistance and/or professional development 
provided as a result of feedback from MDE regarding the 2021 test year data and 
justification form review. Include any professional development and targeted assistance the 
ISD offered to all member districts, provided by MDE and/or the ISD and MDE together. 

Date Occurred Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

01/25/2022 Data review of 5 year participation rates for alternate assessments with all district special 
education directors in the county. Discussions took place about data trends or patterns noticed. 
The technical assistance activity done in the past with districts that demonstrated 
disproportionality was shared with local district directors. Data was emailed to all local districts 
and PSAs. 

Tier II/III: Please provide a summary of technical assistance and/or professional 
development provided as a result of feedback from MDE regarding the 2021 test year data 
and justification form review. Include professional development and technical assistance the 
ISD provided for each specific member district that was flagged for disproportionality 
regarding assessment participation. Include technical assistance or professional 
development provided by MDE and/or the ISD and MDE together. 

Member District Date Occurred Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Howell Public Schools 01/25/2022 Monitor and local district director shared ideas about trends and 
patterns that the district considers in review of their 
disproportionality data. 

What resources or support is needed from MDE for the ISD to carry out the plan? 

There are not additional resources or support needed from MDE for the ISD to carry out the 
plan.  However, there were a couple of technical issues that were barriers to completing the 
justification forms. 
Catamaran had a glitch I needed to work through with MDE.  Jerry was quick to respond and 
support.  Hopefully this issue gets resolved before the next submission. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the state assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2021-2022 

Member District: Livingston ESA 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Livingston ESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2021 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 19 19 100 

Mathematics 19 19 100 

Science 11 11 100 

Social Studies N/A N/A N/A 

Professional Development Provided 

Did the individualized education program (IEP) teams utilize the state guidelines for 
participation in the alternate assessment to make assessment participation decisions? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please list professional development, informational sessions, and technical assistance 
provided regarding the 1% Cap and/or assessment selection and participation for the 2020-
2021 school year. 
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Audience Date 
Occurred Topics and Method of Training Delivered by 

All special education teachers 08/17/2021 Discussion and handout regarding testing. ALL 
students have moderate to severe cognitive 
impairments. (I.Q. below 70, with most in the 
50 - 60 range) 100% of students will always 
take Mi Access. 

ISD Staff 
Kristin Resseguie 

Meeting with ISD monitor 08/16/2021 Discussion regarding student enrollment, and 
guidance from MDE regarding assessment 
determination 

ISD Staff 
Kristin and Marci 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 8 students took MI-Access. ¤ 8 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
significant cognitive impairments (serving students from in and outside of the district within 
a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data reports, complete the following table. 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total Number of students tested overall 19 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access 19 

Students in center-based program from outside district 32 

Adjusted Total 0 

Adjusted Participation Number 0 

Adjusted Rate 0% 

Please describe other justification as it specifically relates to Covid-19 and the Coronavirus 
Pandemic: 

LESA Pathway programs were in operation during the 20-21 school year and all students 
present took the Mi Access test. We had some students who got a medical waiver, and 
there were a few who were accessing instruction remotely and did not attend school. We 
plan to be operational during the 21-22 school year and all students present will take the Mi 
Access test. There will be a few who will (most likely) get a medical waiver to not test. 
There is no remote option this year, so all students are in attendance. 
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2022 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2021 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2021 
(per the response on the 2020 alternate assessment projected participation form) 100% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2022 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2022 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 42 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 42 

Projected Participation Rate for 2022 100% 

Local Plan 

After reviewing all of the member district data for participation rates on the alternate 
assessment (MI-Access), detail below a summarized plan for providing professional 
development. This may include but is not limited to training on assessment selection, 
alternate assessment, alternate content standards, or planning for specialized instruction. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date 

Program teachers Review of Mi Access criteria to determine appropriate test 
between Participation and Supported Independence - which is 
what 100% of the students in the center based program 
qualify for 

06/03/2022 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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