
  

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2021-2022 

ISD Name: Oakland Schools 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2021 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Oakland Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2021 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 63835 968 1.5 

Mathematics 63785 946 1.5 

Science 23540 407 1.7 

Social Studies 23172 203 0.9 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 51 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2021 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

28 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier I: Please provide a summary of technical assistance and/or professional development 
provided as a result of feedback from MDE regarding the 2021 test year data and 
justification form review. Include any professional development and targeted assistance the 
ISD offered to all member districts, provided by MDE and/or the ISD and MDE together. 

Date Occurred Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

09/11/2021 Distribution of special education administrative calendar, which includes written 
announcements/reminders in multiple sections to review and execute Local Plan activities 
outlined in previous justification form. Calendar encourages administrators to train new staff 
(and refresh existing) on appropriate state assessment selection criteria. Calendar also 
referenced ISD and MDE resources and online tools. 

10/26/2021 Provision of county-wide professional development (training series) on IEP development and 
implementation; Day 2 covered training on 1) federal mandate and state guidelines on state 
assessment selection, 2) analysis of county participation rates and performance data (including 
trend data), and 3) reference to ISD and MDE resources and online tools. Participation from all 
28 LEAs and 4 PSAs participated, for a total of 110 participants. 

01/14/2022 Provision of technical assistance to our special education administrators group on completion of 
justification form. TA included review of the federal mandate and state guidance criteria, 
reference to local data, impact of COVID on participation rate and other contributing factors, 
disproportionality and local plan ideas/suggestions. 

2021-22 ISD Summary Justification Form – Oakland Schools 
Printed On: 3/30/2022 Page 2 of 4 



  

Tier II/III: Please provide a summary of technical assistance and/or professional 
development provided as a result of feedback from MDE regarding the 2021 test year data 
and justification form review. Include professional development and technical assistance the 
ISD provided for each specific member district that was flagged for disproportionality 
regarding assessment participation. Include technical assistance or professional 
development provided by MDE and/or the ISD and MDE together. 

Member District Date Occurred Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Pontiac City School District 01/28/2020 Facilitated a district-wide data review of students designated to 
take MI-Access. We reviewed all students and identified any red 
flags that would warrant need for further IEP consideration 
(e.g., state criteria not met, surpassed standards, high 
incidence disability, etc.). 

Hazel Park City School District 01/05/2022 Provided technical assistance to the three special education 
administrators. Assistance included the following: (1) Training 
on the federal mandate and state guidance, (2) review of state 
assessment performance from previous years, 3) review and 
feedback of local LRE rates (i.e., ed. environments) and local 
procedures/practices around placement decisions, and 4) local 
plan ideas/suggestions to address alternate assessment 
participation rates 

Pontiac City School District 01/21/2022 Provided technical assistance to the district special education 
administrator and district assessment coordinator. Assistance 
included review of participation data, contributing factors and 
local plan suggestions. 

West Bloomfield School 
District 

01/21/2022 Provided technical assistance to the district's new special 
education administrator. Assistance included training on federal 
mandate and state guidance, review of local participation data 
and contributing factors and suggestions to local plan. 

What resources or support is needed from MDE for the ISD to carry out the plan? 

Support from the MDE is not needed; online tools have supported the ISD and local districts 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the state assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2021-2022 

Member District: Oakland Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Oakland Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2021 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 408 0 0 

Mathematics 408 0 0 

Science 338 0 0 

Social Studies 337 0 0 
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