
 

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

ISD Name: Berrien RESA 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2022 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Berrien RESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 11289 173 1.5 

Mathematics 11303 170 1.5 

Science 4904 49 1 

Social Studies 4877 26 0.5 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 20 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2022 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

4 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier I: In the winter of 2022, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing 
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their 
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out 
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical 
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment 
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to 
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather 
in the next section (Tier II/III). 

Date Occurred 
or Planned Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

01/20/2022 Review the completion of Alternate Justification Form and due date. 

02/17/2022 Review of all Alternate Assessment resources for Directors/Supervisors to review with their 
teachers/ancillary/paraprofessionals. Resources include MDEs "Should My Student Take the 
Alternate Assessment?" flowchart, MDEs Assessment Selection Guidance Training, and MDEs 
Interactive Decision Making Tool. Checked for questions or need for additional Technical 
Assistance with them or their staff. 

04/21/2022 Reviewed MDE update with Special Ed. Directors/Supervisors on reinforcing that students are 
only being assessed with one (1) type of assessment per content area. 

08/11/2022 Reviewed the MDEs Assessment Calendar with Special Ed Directors/Supervisors 

01/19/2023 Review of all Alternate Assessment resources for Directors/Supervisors to review with their 
teachers/ancillary/paraprofessionals. Resources include MDEs "Should My Student Take the 
Alternate Assessment?" flowchart, MDEs Assessment Selection Guidance Training, and MDEs 
Interactive Decision Making Tool. Checked for questions or need for additional Technical 
Assistance with them or their staff. In addition, reviewed the analysis of student progress on 
their current assessment and making sure that consideration is given to the next level if 
student is Surpassing in specific areas. Review the completion of the Justification Forms and 
the submission to MDE. Offer Technical Assistance to all district Directors/Supervisors, as well 
as individual support to the three districts that surpassed 1%. 
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Tier II/III: MDE’s response to ISDs in 2022 (based on 2021 data) provided specific 
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information 
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to 
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that 
may have exceeded MDE recommendations. 

Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Lakeshore School District 
(Berrien) 

01/19/2023 Review of the "Should My Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment?" flowchart individually with the district. Reviewed 
how to review and analyze those students who surpassed the 
level they are taking and consideration of moving up a level. 

Berrien Springs Public Schools 01/19/2023 Review of the "Should My Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment?" flowchart individually with the district. Reviewed 
how to review and analyze those students who surpassed the 
level they are taking and consideration of moving up a level. 

River Valley School District 01/19/2023 Review of the "Should My Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment?" flowchart individually with the district. Reviewed 
how to review and analyze those students who surpassed the 
level they are taking and consideration of moving up a level. 

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted 
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate 
assessment participation? 

No additional resources/support are needed from MDE. One concern is that two of the 
districts offer county programming and this impacts their percentages. How can MDE help to 
eliminate the penalties given to those districts operating county programming, which is 
crucial in providing an appropriate LRE Continuum? The districts provide crucial programs 
and are penalized in doing so, which makes these districts consider not operating them. 
When reviewing the flowchart, the students are appropriately taking the correct assessment. 
We will continue to review this data and monitor these programs. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the state assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Berrien RESA 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Berrien RESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 113 77 68.1 

Mathematics 113 77 68.1 

Science 41 22 53.7 

Social Studies 19 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

121 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 94 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

297 

Adjusted Total 0 

Adjusted Participation Number 0 

Adjusted Rate 0% 

Please describe other justification: 

Berrien RESA has two center-based programs for the county. Blossomland Learning Center 
(BLC) serves students with severe cognitive impairments and Lighthouse Education Center 
(LEC) serves students with emotional impairments and autism spectrum disorder. Berrien 
RESA has 16 districts within its boundaries that students attend BLC and LEC. 

2023 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2022 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2022 
(per the response on the 2021 alternate assessment projected participation form) 0% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2023 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2023 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 121 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 94 

Projected Participation Rate for 2023 77.7% 

FY 2022-2023 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Berrien RESA Page 2 of 5 



  

  

  

  

 

Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2022 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Supervisors of Center-based 
Programs 

Reviewed the "What Assessment 
Should the Student Take?" flowchart 
with Supervisors, who then reviewed 
this flowchart with the staff at the 
building level. 

08/24/2022 Completed 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at BLC 

Reviewed the "Should My Student 
Take an Alternate Assessment 

08/25/2022 Completed 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at BLC 

Resend the Link from MDE to staff 
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/MDEDocume 
nts/InteractiveDecision-
MakingTool/index.html 

01/09/2023 Planned 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals/Parents 

Review flow chart posted in the IEP 
Conference room during IEP meetings 
where students are eligible to take the 
State Assessments In Grades 3-8 and 
11. 

01/09/2023 Planned 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at LEC/EI 

Review administration, documentation 
and "shadows". 

03/30/2023 Planned 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at LEC/EI 

Review Mi-Access information prior to 
your first IEP on the following a.) MI-
Access and b.) Should My Student 
Take the Alternate Assessment? 

08/25/2022 Completed 

Teachers at LEC/ASD Administration meeting with teachers 
individually to review MI-Access 
eligible students for grades and test 
level (Functional Independence, 
Supported and Participation) 

01/24/2023 Planned 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at LEC/ASD 

Reviewed MI-Access flowchart "What 
Assessment Should the Student 
Take?", Test Administration Manual 
and registration for MDE MI-Access 
webinar with MDE. 

03/02/2022 Completed 

Teachers/Ancillary/Paraprofess 
ionals at LEC/ASD 

Sent out the MI-Access flowchart 
"What Assessment Should the Student 
Take?" provided to staff in Newsletter. 

10/27/2022 Completed 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Benton Harbor Area Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Benton Harbor Area Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 661 0 0 

Mathematics 657 0 0 

Science 301 0 0 

Social Studies 303 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Benton Harbor Charter School Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Benton Harbor Charter School Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 243 0 0 

Mathematics 240 0 0 

Science 81 0 0 

Social Studies 79 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Berrien Springs Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Berrien Springs Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1199 34 2.8 

Mathematics 1221 34 2.8 

Science 670 11 1.6 

Social Studies 670 11 1.6 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1221 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 34 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

23 

Adjusted Total 1198 

Adjusted Participation Number 11 

Adjusted Rate 0.9% 

Please describe other justification: 

Berrien Springs Public Schools operates county programs for students with cognitive 
impairments, these programs service students from approximately 9 member districts within 
our ISD. This program services approximately 46 students in grades 6-12 for the 22/23 
school year. 

2023 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2022 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2022 
(per the response on the 2021 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.6% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2023 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2023 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1723 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 33 

Projected Participation Rate for 2023 1.9% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

FY 2022-2023 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Berrien RESA Page 3 of 5 



  

 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2022 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Self-contained classroom 
teachers (CI Teachers) 

Review of last years MIAccess data for 
the purpose of future classroom 
planning and future spring assessment 
planning. 

09/09/2022 Completed 

All special education 
teachers/service providers 

Detailed review of the MDE's 
Interactive Decision Making tool which 
is embedded into the Illuminate IEP 
writing system. 

01/16/2023 Planned 

Special education coordinator Training of special education 
coordinator aligned with requirements 
for MIAccess testing coordinators. 

04/01/2022 Completed 

Special education 
teachers/paraprofessionals 
administering the MIAccess 
assessment 

Dissemination and collection of 
required MIAccess assessment proctor 
training. 

03/18/2022 Completed 

All new teacher hires Sharing of IEP training documents 
(IEP Wizard), which includes the link 
to MDE's Interactive Decision Making 
tool. 

08/19/2022 Completed 

Self-contained classroom 
teachers (CI Teacher) 

Review of the decision making process 
and alignment of classroom standards 
being utilized with the Decision Making 
Tool, along with discussion of how to 
utilize historic MIAccess data to inform 
future assessment decisions. 

05/02/2022 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Brandywine Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Brandywine Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 626 4 0.6 

Mathematics 626 4 0.6 

Science 260 0 0 

Social Studies 261 1 0.4 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 

FY 2022-2023 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Berrien RESA Page 1 of 1 



 

Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Bridge Academy of Southwest Michigan 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Bridge Academy of Southwest Michigan: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 6 0 0 

Mathematics 6 0 0 

Science 6 0 0 

Social Studies 6 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 

FY 2022-2023 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Berrien RESA Page 1 of 1 



 

Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Bridgman Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Bridgman Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 428 0 0 

Mathematics 428 0 0 

Science 187 0 0 

Social Studies 187 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Buchanan Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Buchanan Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 741 0 0 

Mathematics 742 0 0 

Science 327 0 0 

Social Studies 326 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Coloma Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Coloma Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 545 3 0.6 

Mathematics 540 0 0 

Science 223 0 0 

Social Studies 220 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Countryside Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Countryside Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 395 0 0 

Mathematics 396 0 0 

Science 151 0 0 

Social Studies 151 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Eau Claire Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Eau Claire Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 346 0 0 

Mathematics 348 0 0 

Science 144 0 0 

Social Studies 143 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Hagar Township S/D #6 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Hagar Township S/D #6: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 40 0 0 

Mathematics 40 0 0 

Science 14 0 0 

Social Studies 14 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Lakeshore School District (Berrien) 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Lakeshore School District (Berrien): 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1384 34 2.5 

Mathematics 1383 34 2.5 

Science 571 11 1.9 

Social Studies 569 9 1.6 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1476 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 33 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

19 

Adjusted Total 1457 

Adjusted Participation Number 14 

Adjusted Rate 1% 

Please describe other justification: 

Lakeshore provides a county K-12th grade cognitively impaired program. 

2023 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2022 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2022 
(per the response on the 2021 alternate assessment projected participation form) 3.1% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2023 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2023 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1476 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 33 

Projected Participation Rate for 2023 2.2% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2022 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Staff Training with staff on the flowchart 03/01/2023 Planned 

Special Education Staff Verification of those students who 
surpass the state assessment and the 
staff should consider moving to 
student(s) up a level (For example, 
Mi-Access Supported to MI-Access 
functional).\ 

03/01/2023 Planned 
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Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 

þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Verification of those students who surpass the state assessment and the staff should 

consider moving to student(s) up a level (For example, Mi-Access Supported to MI-
Access functional).. Utilized flowchart provided by MDE. 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Mildred C. Wells Preparatory Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Mildred C. Wells Preparatory Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 143 0 0 

Mathematics 144 0 0 

Science 46 0 0 

Social Studies 46 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: New Buffalo Area Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for New Buffalo Area Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 315 0 0 

Mathematics 315 0 0 

Science 128 0 0 

Social Studies 128 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Niles Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Niles Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1627 11 0.7 

Mathematics 1624 11 0.7 

Science 680 4 0.6 

Social Studies 681 4 0.6 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: River Valley School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for River Valley School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 275 4 1.5 

Mathematics 275 4 1.5 

Science 116 1 0.9 

Social Studies 116 1 0.9 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¤ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¡ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

The IEP Teams for each student review the students' participation annually using the 
decision making tool. 

2023 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2022 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2022 
(per the response on the 2021 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.1% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2023 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2023 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 277 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 4 

Projected Participation Rate for 2023 1.4% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2022 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

MHS Special Education 
Teachers 

Department Meeting. Discussion & 
demonstration of the decision-making 
tool. 

09/13/2022 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Sodus Township S/D #5 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Sodus Township S/D #5: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 37 0 0 

Mathematics 37 0 0 

Science 11 0 0 

Social Studies 11 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: St. Joseph Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for St. Joseph Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1485 6 0.4 

Mathematics 1487 6 0.4 

Science 665 0 0 

Social Studies 665 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

Member District: Watervliet School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Watervliet School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 680 0 0 

Mathematics 681 0 0 

Science 282 0 0 

Social Studies 282 0 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data has been reviewed and 
understands the district should continue to ensure IEP Teams are making appropriate 
assessment selections. 
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