
  

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2022-2023 

ISD Name: Branch ISD 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2022 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Branch ISD: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2022 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 2855 59 2.1 

Mathematics 2868 57 2 

Science 1239 25 2 

Social Studies 1225 13 1.1 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 5 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2022 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

1 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier I: In the winter of 2022, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing 
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their 
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out 
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical 
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment 
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to 
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather 
in the next section (Tier II/III). 

Date Occurred 
or Planned Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

11/30/2022 This ISD did not receive feedback from MDE in the Winter of 2022. 
In November of 2021, This ISD provided PD regarding the selection of state assessment for the 
21-22 school year. 

Tier II/III: MDE’s response to ISDs in 2022 (based on 2021 data) provided specific 
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information 
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to 
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that 
may have exceeded MDE recommendations. 

Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Bronson Community School 
District 

11/30/2022 No member district was flagged for disproportionality for 
participation in the alternate assessment 

Coldwater Community Schools 11/30/2022 No member district was flagged for disproportionality for 
participation in the alternate assessment 

Pansophia Academy 11/30/2022 No member district was flagged for disproportionality for 
participation in the alternate assessment 

Quincy Community Schools 11/30/2022 No member district was flagged for disproportionality for 
participation in the alternate assessment 

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted 
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate 
assessment participation? 

No assistance is needed. All member districts were well below the 1% target for alternative 
state assessment participation. 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 
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¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the state assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

ISD Comments (None) 

MDE Comments 

Overall ISD comments:? 
ISD indicated that feedback was not received from the 2021 Justification Forms. This 
feedback was emailed to the following email addresses on February 7, 2022: 
jenkinsk@branch-isd.org; johnsonn@branch-isd.org. This year, feedback is provided via 
Catamaran. 

ISD continues to provide regular training to member districts in regards to assessment 
selection. For students within the center-based program at the ISD, it is recommended that 
IEP teams include (along with other relevant data) outcomes on state assessments to make 
decisions regarding targeting student instruction. For example, students scoring “surpassed” 
in multiple subjects or the same subject across consecutive years on the MI-Access 
Supported Independence, should be flagged for discussion to see if their instruction target 
(s) should be raised to the next level of complexity. This example was not based on any 
students at the Branch ISD, but was given as an example. Performance Level Descriptors for 
MI-Access could be helpful in this regard. PLDs for MI-Access are found here: 
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/mi-access/general-info/mi-
access-performance-level-descriptors. 

LEAs:? 
Bronson Community School District – 2022 Participation rate was 0%? 
Coldwater Community Schools– 2022 Participation rate was 0%? 
Pansophia Academy– 2022 Participation rate was 0%? 
Quincy Community Schools– 2022 Participation rate was 0%? 

Please let MDE know if you have any technical assistance needs related to the 1% 
assessment participation topic.?? 
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