Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School

District (ISD) Summary Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

ISD Name: Eaton RESA

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more
than 1% of students in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access.

Data

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Eaton RESA:

Spring 2024
Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 6202 74 1.2
Mathematics 6201 74 1.2
Science 2737 33 1.2
Social Studies 2720 18 0.7
Data Total
Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 11
Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs)
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access (in 5
grades 3-8 and 11)
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development

Tier 1: In the winter of 2024, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather
in the next section (Tier 2/3).

Date Occurred
or Planned

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development

09/26/2024 County special education data, including statewide assessment results, were presented to the
district superintendents at their monthly roundtable meeting. The importance of state
assessment participation and careful consideration required when instead choosing to assess a
student using an alternate assessment was emphasized. ISD/RESA supports for district
professional development on Alternate Assessment Selection was offered.

09/04/2024 At beginning of the school year meeting with local Special Education Directors, presented
county special education data, including statewide assessment results. The importance of state
assessment participation and careful consideration required when instead choosing to assess a
student using an alternate assessment was emphasized. ISD/RESA supports for district
professional development on Alternate Assessment Selection was offered.

Alternate Assessment was also discussed one-on-one with each local special education director
at their initial Special Education Action Planning meeting with the ISD Assistant Superintendent
and Monitor/Technical Assistance Provider. Then, reviewed again in January 2025 at each local
district's mid year action planning meeting to keep this as a on-going priority in our work with
local districts.

08/16/2024 Related service staff trained on MDE guidance, Should My Student Take an Alternate
Assessment? and utilized the online training tool.

08/15/2024 All center-based staff trained on MDE guidance, Should My Student Take an Alternate
Assessment?

12/06/2024 At monthly meeting with local directors, reviewed the new/updated MDE Guidance-Should My

Student Take the Alternate Assessment. Discussion around the criteria of the "most significant
cognitive disabilities." Also reviewed that the student must be working towards Alternate
Content Expectations. If a student surpassed a Mi-Access Level in the previous year, they
should reassessed and moved up accordingly. Parents must be informed of the implications
decision may have on the student completing the requirements for a regular high school
diploma. Impressed the importance of sharing this new/updated MDE guidance with all local
district special education staff and training them on the criteria and ensuring IEP language
reflected that staff utilized the MDE tool, notified parents and review previous assessment data
to make an appropriate decision. Additionally, shared supports that would be provided to any
district in a Tier 1 or Tier 2 level of support and that the ISD would gladly provide support,
including data review and training to any interested district.

11/15/2024 2nd Training of related service staff after new/updated MDE Guidance-Should My Student Take
the Alternate Assessment. This guidance was also shared with our center-based staff.

Tier 2/3: MDE's response to ISDs in 2024 (based on 2023 data) provided specific
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that
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may have exceeded MDE recommendations.

Member District

Date Occurred

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional

Eaton Rapids Public Schools

or Planned
01/26/2024

Development

Held meeting with Eaton Rapids Director and Special Education
Teachers to provide Alternate Assessment Technical Assistance.
At this meeting district Alt. Assessment data was reviewed.
Staff were trained/re-trained on the updated MDE Guidance:
Should my student take an Alternate Assessment (Released in
Nov. 2024). All additional items as required by MDE were
completed. Flagged student cases were reviewed using a rubric
created directly from the MDE Guidance Tool. The ISD/RESA
then led a discussion with district staff to identify any patterns
emerging or areas of concern after completion of the record
reviews using the checklist. Next steps for the district to
address areas of concern were then planned which the district
implemented. The ISD/RESA continues to offer on-going
support to the district to include professional development,
development of compliant district procedures and best practices
to improve outcomes for students with special needs.

Potterville Public Schools

09/24/2024

Met with Special Ed. Director of district to review district data.
Highlighted strengths and discussed areas to target for
improvement. Alternate Assessment Selection was added to the
district action plan. The district planned to review students
currently taking Mi-Access and if passed, have IEP teams meet
to discuss moving to the next level. The director planned to
train/re-train staff on the MDE Alternate Assessment Decision
Making Tool. Technical Assistance provided included importance
of IEP team documenting decision in the IEP, understanding of
"Most Significant Cognitive Disability" and informing parents of
any implications of decision. A caution was shared that teams
should not be pressured to change a decision.

Maple Valley Schools

09/25/2024

Met with Special Ed. Director of district to review district data.
Highlighted strengths and discussed areas to target for
improvement. Statewide Assessment Participation and
Alternate Assessment Selection were added to the district
action plan. Director planned to remind building administrators
and the Testing Coordinator to have any absent students
complete a makeup session(s) during the assessment window.
The district planned to review students currently taking Mi-
Access and if passed, have IEP teams meet to discuss moving
to the next level. The director planned to train/re-train staff on
the MDE Alternate Assessment Decision Making Tool. Technical
Assistance provided included importance of IEP team
documenting decision in the IEP, understanding of "Most
Significant Cognitive Disability" and informing parents of any
implications of decision. A caution was shared that teams
should not be pressured to change a decision.

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form

Eaton RESA

Page 3 of 6




Charlotte Public Schools

09/27/2024

Met with Special Ed. Director of district to review district data.
Highlighted strengths and discussed areas to target for
improvement. Alternate Assessment Selection was added to the
district action plan. The district planned to review students
currently taking Mi-Access and if passed, have IEP teams meet
to discuss moving to the next level. The director planned to
train/re-train staff on the MDE Alternate Assessment Decision
Making Tool. Technical Assistance provided included importance
of IEP team documenting decision in the IEP, understanding of
"Most Significant Cognitive Disability" and informing parents of
any implications of decision. A caution was shared that teams
should not be pressured to change a decision.

Eaton Rapids Public Schools

11/12/2024

Met with Special Ed. Director of district to review district data.
Highlighted strengths and discussed areas to target for
improvement. Alternate Assessment Selection was added to the
district action plan. The district had projected to exceed the 1%
rate for Spring of 2024. However, did not. On an on-going
basis though, this item was added to the action plan to ensure
all special education staff continue to be trained and refreshed
on the MDE Guidance tool. The director will continue to
reinforce the expectation that IEP teams utilize the MDE
Guidance tool when considering an Alternate Assessment as
that is crucial to their continued improvement.

Maple Valley Schools

01/16/2025

Eaton RESA's Assist. Superintendent for Special Education, in
partnership with our Monitor/TA, led local district staff in the
completion of all Tier 2 Support items with the exception of the
educational benefit review, which was scheduled for a follow up
meeting due to time constraints. The training on 1.16.25
encompassed the MDE Guidance Tool: Should My Student take
the Alternate Assessment, with a comprehensive review of the
four essential criteria defining a "student with the most
significant cognitive disabilities." District staff were introduced
to the IEP Team Facing Rubric, which was subsequently utilized
to review flagged student cases. Training materials and
meeting agenda are readily available upon request.

Charlotte Public Schools

01/20/2025

Tier 2 Data Review and Training were scheduled for this date
with the district, but had to be canceled as the district closed
due to inclement weather. The ISD/RESA is working with the
district to reschedule the training as soon as possible. All Tier 2
required items will be completed. In the event there is not
sufficient time to complete educational benefit reviews for
flagged cases of students who continue to meet all four
required criteria for the use of MI-Access based on alternate
educational standards but are also surpassing the alternate
educational standards to which they have been assigned, a
second meeting will be scheduled.

Potterville Public Schools

01/29/2025

Tier 2 Data Review and Training have been scheduled with
district. All Tier 2 required items will be completed. In the event
there is not sufficient time to complete educational benefit
reviews for flagged cases of students who continue to meet all
four required criteria for the use of MI-Access based on
alternate educational standards but are also surpassing the
alternate educational standards to which they have been
assigned, a second meeting will be scheduled.
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Maple Valley Schools 02/03/2025 ISD will facilitate an Educational Benefit Review with district
staff for the one flagged student who continued to meet all four
required criteria for the use of MI-Access based on alternate
educational standards but also was surpassing the alternate
educational standards to which the student had been assigned.
ERESA will provide direct support to the district in order to
ensure the student is provided challenging instruction,
curriculum and goals to reach grade level content standards.
Education Benefit Review Template is available upon request.

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate
assessment participation?

It would be helpful for MDE to share for the flagged student cases a key to define the
"Criterion 1 to 4 NonComp Risk" so that the ISD may share this with the districts.
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Assurances

Please provide the following assurances.

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined
on the previous page.

®Yes O No

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member
districts/PSAs using the State assessment selection guidance documents and online
trainings.

®Yes O No

Assessment selection is an IEP Team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or
procedural decisions.

®Yes O No

ISD Comments
The ISD/RESA has either completed or is actively completing all required Tier 2 support
items as outlined in the MDE guidance for districts identified as needing this level of
assistance. The ISD/RESA will continue to collaborate with all districts and county personnel
to ensure that:

- Staff have a thorough understanding of the MDE Alternate Assessment Guidelines

« Teams effectively utilize these guidelines when determining student eligibility for the

Alternate Assessment

While compliance can be achieved through clear district procedures, staff training and robust
systems for ongoing monitoring and feedback, the ISD/RESA's focus has shifted. We are
prioritizing crucial conversations to challenge and, at times, change deeply held beliefs
among district staff. This shift is essential to truly improve outcomes for students with
special needs.

Our overarching mission and goal as an ISD/RESA remains unwavering: to ensure that
every child receives rigorous, specialized instruction aligned with grade-level content
standards with the opportunity to participate in the standard state assessment. We strive to
work with our local districts to create learning environments where all students, including
those with special needs, can benefit from effective special education programs and
services. This commitment will continue to guide our planning and support for districts in the
years to come.

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
Eaton RESA Page 6 of 6



Member District

Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

Member District: Eaton RESA

The Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District
ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs
functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district.

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state.

Data
Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Eaton RESA:

Spring 2024
Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 32 21 65.6
Mathematics 32 21 65.6
Science 16 12 75
Social Studies 5 1 20

M By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report.

Contributing Factors

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments?

®Yes O No

Select the option that applies:
O Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ® 5 or more students took MI-Access.

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district

within a region or ISD)?
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®Yes O No

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table.

Assessment Data Table Number

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 37
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access).

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 22
Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 37

team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through
school of choice processes).

Adjusted Total 0
Adjusted Participation Number 0
Adjusted Rate 0%

2025 Projected Participation Rate

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024

0/,0,
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 72.7%%

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate.

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 42

Total nhumber of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments
in any content area

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 52.4%

22
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Local Plan

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process.

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”?

®Yes O No

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams
regarding assessment selection?

®Yes O No

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access?

®Yes O No

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year
this may have come later in the spring)?

®Yes O No

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year.
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Audience

Related Service Staff

Topics and Method of Training

Please outline the professional
development and technical assistance
provided to staff regarding targeting
student instruction and assessment
selection decisions in the table below.
This should include activity from
January 1, 2024 to current day, as well
as any planned or scheduled activity
that is yet to be carried out for this
school year.

Audience Topics and Method of Training
Date Planned/Completed Related
Service Staff Review of MDE Guidance-
Should My Student Take the Alternate
Assessment 8/16/2023 Completed

Related Service Staff 2nd Training of
RSS staff after on new/updated MDE
Guidance-Should My Student Take the
Alternate Assessment 11/15/2023
Completed

Director & Special Ed. Teachers ISD
held Data Review Meeting with
Charlotte as the district was over the
1% CAP in Tier 1. Through record
reviews and training on MDE guidance:
Should My Student Take the Alternate
Assessment Guidance, the staff were
able to identify areas to improve,
including documentation in notice that
implication of decision was explained to
parent, level of functioning was at
"significant" or adaptive functioning
impacted, previous assessment results
considered, and goals based on
essential elements. 1/25/2024
Completed

Related Service Staff Review of MDE
Guidance-Should My Student Take the
Alternate Assessment 8/15/2024
Completed

Review of MDE Guidance-Should my
Student Take an Alternate Assessment.

Date

08/16/2023

Planned/Completed

Completed

Related Service Staff

2nd Training of RSS Staff on new/
updated Guidance-Should my
Student take the Alternate
Assessment

11/05/2023

Completed

Special Education Teachers

Review of MDE Guidance-Should my
Student take the Alternate
Assessment

08/15/2024

Completed

Related Service Staff

Review of MDE Guidance-Should my
Student take the Alternate
Assessment

08/16/2024

Completed
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Resources and Technical Assistance

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative
assessment tool based on the state guidelines?

OvYes ® No

Assurances
Please provide the following assurances.

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the
alternate assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate
assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment.

®Yes O No
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Member District

Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

Member District: Charlotte Public Schools

The Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District
ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs
functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district.

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state.

Data

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Charlotte Public Schools:

Spring 2024
Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 1221 9 0.7
Mathematics 1221 9 0.7
Science 476 6 1.3
Social Studies 476 5 1.1

M By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report.

Contributing Factors

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments?

OvYes ® No

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district
within a region or ISD)?

OYes ® No
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Please describe other justification:

All students tested using an Alternate Assessment where found by IEP teams to require it.

2025 Projected Participation Rate

Projected Participation Rate 2024

Number
District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 0.9%%
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) $2 7o

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate.

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1317
Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 10
in any content area

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.8%
Local Plan

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process.

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”?

®Yes O No

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams
regarding assessment selection?

®Yes O No

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access?

®Yes O No

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year
this may have come later in the spring)?

®Yes O No
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year.

Audience Topics and Method of Training Planned/Completed
Related Service Staff Review of MDE Guidance-Should My |08/16/2023 Completed

Student Take the Alternate

Assessment
Related Service Staff 2nd Training of RSS staff after on 11/15/2023 Completed

new/updated MDE Guidance-Should
My Student Take the Alternate

Assessment
Director & Special Ed. ISD held Data Review Meeting with 01/25/2024 Completed
Teachers Charlotte as the district was over the

1% CAP in Tier 1. Through record
reviews and training on MDE
guidance: Should My Student Take the
Alternate Assessment Guidance, the
staff were able to identify areas to
improve, including documentation in
notice that implication of decision was
explained to parent, level of
functioning was at "significant" or
adaptive functioning impacted,
previous assessment results
considered, and goals based on
essential elements.

Related Service Staff Review of MDE Guidance-Should My [08/15/2024 Completed
Student Take the Alternate
Assessment

Resources and Technical Assistance

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative
assessment tool based on the state guidelines?

®Yes O No

Please detail the need for additional resources and technical assistance.

The staff will need to be trained/retrained on MDE's Should My Student Take an Alternate
Assessment. There are some new staff and as the guidance was updated last November, it
would be best to refresh with all special ed. teachers.
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Assurances
Please provide the following assurances.

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the
alternate assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate
assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment.

®Yes O No
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Member District

Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

Member District: Grand Ledge Public Schools

The Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District
ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs
functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district.

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state.

Data

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Grand Ledge Public Schools:

Spring 2024
Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 2709 28 1
Mathematics 2709 28 1
Science 1164 13 1.1
Social Studies 1152 10 0.9

M By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report.

Contributing Factors

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments?

OvYes ® No

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district
within a region or ISD)?

OYes ® No
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Please describe other justification:

Our district serves 852 students with special education eligibility, representing a diverse
range of needs and disabilities. Of these students, 129 (15% of eligible students) are
identified with Autism, and 28 (3% of eligible students) are identified with a cognitive
impairment. Together, these groups comprise 18% of our special education population.

Students with cognitive impairments and some students with Autism often exhibit significant
challenges in accessing the general education curriculum, even with accommodations. As
such, they are more likely to meet the eligibility criteria for the alternative state assessment,
which is designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Given the high proportion of students with Autism and cognitive impairments in our special
education population, it is reasonable that our district has 1.1% of students participating in
the alternative state assessment in science. This slightly exceeds the federal 1% threshold
but aligns with the specific needs of our student population. Our data reflects an increased
likelihood of exceeding the 1% cap based on the prevalence of disabilities that typically
qualify for alternative assessments.

2025 Projected Participation Rate

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024

0/, 0,
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.4%%

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate.

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2875
Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 30

in any content area

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1%
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Local Plan

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process.

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”?

®Yes O No

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams
regarding assessment selection?

®Yes O No

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access?

®Yes O No

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year
this may have come later in the spring)?

®Yes O No

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year.

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed
Related Services Staff RSS staff trained on MDE guidance, 08/16/2024 Completed

Should My Student Take an Alternate

Assessment?

Dates: 8/16/2023, again on
11/15/2023 on new/updated MDE
guidance & 8/16/2024

District Special Education Trained on MDE guidance, Should My [08/22/2024 Completed
Department Student Take an Alternative

Assessment?
District Special Education Trained on using the flow chart to 10/04/2024 Completed
Department guide IEP teams in determining the

appropriate assessment.
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Resources and Technical Assistance

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative
assessment tool based on the state guidelines?

OYes ® No
Assurances

Please provide the following assurances.

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the
alternate assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate
assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment.

®Yes O No
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Member District

Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

Member District: Maple Valley Schools

The Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District
ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs
functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district.

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state.

Data

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Maple Valley Schools:

Spring 2024
Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 479 6 1.3
Mathematics 478 6 1.3
Science 182 1 0.5
Social Studies 189 1 0.5

M By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report.

Contributing Factors

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments?

®Yes O No

Select the option that applies:
O Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ® 5 or more students took MI-Access.
Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with

the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district
within a region or ISD)?

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
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OYes ® No

Please describe other justification:

Students are sent to Meadowview within Eaton RESA.

2025 Projected Participation Rate

Projected Participation Rate 2024

Number
District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024

o,
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) Yo

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate.

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 474

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 4
in any content area

Projected Participation Rate for 2025

0.8%
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Local Plan

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process.

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”?

®Yes O No

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams
regarding assessment selection?

®Yes O No

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access?

®Yes O No

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year
this may have come later in the spring)?

®Yes O No

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year.

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed
Related Service Staff Professional Development, utilzing 08/16/2023 Completed
MDE decision tree.
Related Service Staff Professional Development, utilzing 11/15/2023 Completed
MDE decision tree retraining.
Special Education Teachers Reviewed Decision Tree for Alternative |12/20/2024 Planned
Assessment and review process for
logging alternative assessment.
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Resources and Technical Assistance

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative
assessment tool based on the state guidelines?

®Yes O No

Please detail the need for additional resources and technical assistance.
Review of data, review of processes.

Assurances
Please provide the following assurances.

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the
alternate assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate
assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment.

®Yes O No

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
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Member District

Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form
FY 2024-2025

Member District: Potterville Public Schools

The Every Student Succeeds Act ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District
ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs
functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district.

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state.

Data

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Potterville Public Schools:

Spring 2024

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested Participation
Rate
English Language Arts 350 5 1.4
Mathematics 350 5 1.4
Science 152 1 0.7
Social Studies 152 1 0.7

M By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report.

Contributing Factors

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments?

®Yes O No

Select the option that applies:
O Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ® 5 or more students took MI-Access.
Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with

the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district
within a region or ISD)?

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
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OYes ® No

Please describe other justification:

Last year, IEP teams did not consistently utilize the guidance documents provided by the
Department of Education when determining the most appropriate testing options during IEP
meetings. Since that time, staff have undergone targeted training, and IEP teams are now
effectively leveraging the guidance documents to make informed decisions that best align
with each student's needs.

2025 Projected Participation Rate

Projected Participation Rate 2024

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024

o)
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) Yo

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate.

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 437
Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 3
in any content area

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.7%

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
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Local Plan

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process.

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”?

®Yes O No

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams
regarding assessment selection?

®Yes O No

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access?

®Yes O No

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year
this may have come later in the spring)?

®Yes O No

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year.

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed
Related Service Staff MDE guidance, Should My Student 08/16/2024 Completed

Take an Alternate Assessment?
Special Education Teachers MDE guidance, Should My Student 10/22/2024 Completed

Take an Alternate Assessment? Went
through each section of Flowchart

Related Service Staff MDE guidance, Should My Student 08/16/2023 Completed
Take an Alternate Assessment?
Related Service Staff MDE guidance, Should My Student 11/15/2023 Completed

Take an Alternate Assessment?
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Resources and Technical Assistance

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative
assessment tool based on the state guidelines?

OYes ® No
Assurances

Please provide the following assurances.

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the
alternate assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate
assessment.

®Yes O No

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment.

®Yes O No

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form
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