
 

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

ISD Name: Kent ISD 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Kent ISD: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 51376 802 1.6 

Mathematics 51634 795 1.5 

Science 21915 354 1.6 

Social Studies 21744 205 0.9 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 45 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

18 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier 1: In the winter of 2024, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing 
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their 
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out 
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical 
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment 
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to 
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather 
in the next section (Tier 2/3). 

Date Occurred 
or Planned Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

03/08/2024 Reminder that the Should My Student Take the Alternate Assessment flowchart is linked in 
MiPSE and available to all MiPSE users on the statewide assessment page of the IEP, as well as 
in the resources links in the help section of MiPSE. Parent notification. All IEP system (MiPSE) 
users will receive communication with a resource to use to discuss with parents the implications 
of working towards alternate content expectations. 

03/08/2024 Professional development for SE administrators countywide regarding decisions to take the 
alternate assessment, including data-based decisions on MSCD, impairments in adaptive 
behavior, instruction aligned to alternate content standards, and significant support needs. 

01/31/2025 Reminder that the Should My Student Take the Alternate Assessment flowchart is linked in 
MiPSE and available to all MiPSE users on the statewide assessment page of the IEP, as well as 
in the resources links in the help section of MiPSE. Parent notification. All IEP system (MiPSE) 
users will receive communication with a resource to use to discuss with parents the implications 
of working towards alternate content expectations. Training provided to SE Administrators 
about new Rubric and Criteria including: data-based decisions on MSCD, impairments in 
adaptive behavior, instruction aligned to alternate content standards, and significant support 
needs. 

Tier 2/3: MDE’s response to ISDs in 2024 (based on 2023 data) provided specific 
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information 
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to 
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that 
may have exceeded MDE recommendations. 

Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Wyoming Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 3 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Byron Center Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 3 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Grandville Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 3 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Kentwood Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 3 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Cedar Springs Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Godfrey-Lee Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Grand Rapids Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Kenowa Hills Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Lowell Area Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Rockford Public Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Sparta Area Schools 04/15/2024 Tier 2 - Reviewed the criteria for students to be identified to 
take the alternate assessment, including defining who are 
students with the “most significant cognitive disabilities. 
Reviewed decision-making tool to consider MSCD, impairment 
in adaptive behavior, significant support needs, and instruction 
and IEP goals aligned to alternate content standards. Examined 
flagged student cases whose data (e.g., primary disability, 
general education FTE, primary educational setting, and/or who 
perform at the surpassing or attaining levels on Mi-Access). 
Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 
disproportionality to determine if they meet criteria (if 
applicable). 

Byron Center Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Godfrey-Lee Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Godwin Heights Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Grand Rapids Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Kenowa Hills Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Sparta Area Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Wyoming Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 3 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Caledonia Community Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Cedar Springs Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Forest Hills Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Grandville Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Kentwood Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

PrepNet Virtual Academy 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

Rockford Public Schools 04/15/2025 Tier 2 - Professional development. Training resources for staff 
on the four required criteria for participation in MI-Access based 
on alternate content standards and the Decision-Making Rubric. 
High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review flagged student cases at 
the high-risk level of not meeting 1 or more of the 4 criteria to 
be eligible for the use of MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards. Review student records for subgroup(s) 
identified with disproportionality to determine if they meet 
criteria (if applicable). Support EBRs for flagged student cases 
who meet all 4 rubric criteria but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more challenging instruction, 
curriculum, and goals, including content that reaches into 
general grade level standards. 

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted 
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate 
assessment participation? 
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• Training resources for New Rubric. Will there be an update to the existing online 
training provided by the OSE? 

• Clarification on Flagged Student Risk Levels regarding the data sources utilized to 
determine high risk 

• Continued statewide collaboration with a 1% Alternate Assessment workgroup with a 
focus on continuous improvement of the Justification Form activity in Catamaran and 
reduction in alternate assessment participation rates. The levels within the Tiers, 
especially at Tier III are quite confusing. This work is critically important and there are 
many opportunities to continue to streamline these activities and perhaps consider 
moving the activities to the fall to facilitate appropriate movement to the general 
assessment prior to the spring assessment window. 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the State assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP Team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Kent ISD 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Kent ISD: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 149 91 61.1 

Mathematics 147 91 61.9 

Science 68 41 60.3 

Social Studies 30 3 10 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

149 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 91 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

91 

Adjusted Total 58 

Adjusted Participation Number 0 

Adjusted Rate 0% 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 65.5%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 179 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 101 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 56.4% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All IEP Team Members Inform staff of new MDE OSE decision 
making rubric required for 
participation in MI-Access 

03/01/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Byron Center Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Byron Center Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 2403 38 1.6 

Mathematics 2408 38 1.6 

Science 1012 20 2 

Social Studies 997 6 0.6 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

2408 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 38 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

21 

Adjusted Total 2387 

Adjusted Participation Number 17 

Adjusted Rate 0.7% 

Please describe other justification: 

Byron Center Public Schools operates a regional collaborative program for students with the 
most significant cognitive disabilities. 21 of these students who took MI-ACCESS (Supported 
& Participation Levels) where placed into the program by outside districts. When looking at 
the adjusted participation rate of resident students, BCPS is under the 1% cap (0.7%) 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.5%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2507 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 38 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All Special Education Staff Topics and Method of Training: Parent 
notification. All IEP system (MiPSE) 
users will receive communication with 
a resource to use to discuss with 
parents the implications of working 
towards alternate content 
expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Disproportionality Case Review. 
Review student records for subgroup 
(s) identified with disproportionality to 
determine if they continue to meet all 
4 rubric criteria 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 

þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
Math Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
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þEnglish Language Learner Status 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
Math Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 

þHispanic 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
Math Disproportionality Case Review. Review student records for subgroup(s) identified with 

disproportionality to determine if they continue to meet all 4 rubric criteria 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Caledonia Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Caledonia Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 2463 33 1.3 

Mathematics 2462 33 1.3 

Science 1077 13 1.2 

Social Studies 1068 5 0.5 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

The district does not operate a center-based program or serve students from outside of the 
district in grade levels participating in the statewide assessment system. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2402 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 26 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Director Data Dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility category, primary 
educational setting, performance, 
instructional targets, placement, and 
subgroup. [in person meeting] 

03/31/2025 Planned 
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Director/Assistant Director of Using report of students identified to 01/10/2024 Completed 
Special Programs and take alternate assessment, 
Identified Case Managers Director/Assistant Director will meet 

with case managers to request 
evidence of data used by IEP team to 
consider intellectual functioning, 
adaptive behavior, and instructional 
alignment when determining the 
appropriateness of an alternate 
assessment. [in person/virtual 
meeting] 

District Special Education 
Providers 

Professional Development 1/15/24-
Agenda to include training on new 
formal decision-making process (with 
required documentation of evidence 
used by IEP team) [in person 
meeting] 

01/15/2024 Completed 

District Administration, Leadership Meeting 1/10/24- Agenda 01/10/2024 Completed 
Building Principals to include introduction of new formal 

decision-making process (with 
required documentation of evidence 
used by IEP team) [in-person 
meeting] 

Director/Assistand Director of 
Special Programs and 
Identified Case Managers 

Director/Assistant Director offer 
coaching for IEP teams relative to new 
decision-making process [in person 
meeting] 

01/16/2024 Completed 

District Special Education 
Providers 

District Special Education Department 
resource site contains resources for 
decision-making relative to the 
statewide alternate assessment 
system. Shared with staff at welcome 
back professional development at the 
beginning of the year, along with links 
to Kent ISD IEP Guidance and 
Compliance Manual. [online resource, 
in-person meeting] 

08/16/2024 Completed 

District Special Education 
Providers 

Special Education Department News 
(weekly newsletter)- 11/22/24-
included new MI-Access Alternate 
Assessment Guidance Tool from MDE, 
including a link to the new rubric, 
reminder about the required criteria 
that must be met for a student, and a 
link to "Should My Student Take the 
Alternate Assessment". [online 
resource] 

11/22/2024 Completed 
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Director/Assistant Director of 
Special Programs and 
Identified Case Managers 

Using report of students identified to 
take alternate assessment, 
Director/Assistant Director will meet 
with and/or provide coaching to case 
managers (random/as needed) to 
review evidence of data used by IEP 
team to consider intellectual 
functioning, adaptive behavior, and 
instructional alignment with 
determining the appropriateness of an 
alternate assessment. {In person or 
virtual meetings, ongoing] 

01/31/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations. 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Cedar Springs Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Cedar Springs Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1524 27 1.8 

Mathematics 1524 27 1.8 

Science 625 9 1.4 

Social Studies 626 9 1.4 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1535 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 27 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

21 

Adjusted Total 1514 

Adjusted Participation Number 6 

Adjusted Rate 0.4% 

Please describe other justification: 

Cedar Springs operates 8 regional programs which includes students from across the 7 most 
northern districts that need ASD or MICI programming. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1584 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 23 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Ed Director Topics and Method of Training: Data 
Dive with ISD to examine Alternate 
Assessment participation by eligibility 
category, primary educational setting, 
performance, instructional targets, 
placement, and subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

all special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Forest Hills Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Forest Hills Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 4895 53 1.1 

Mathematics 4901 56 1.1 

Science 2116 21 1 

Social Studies 2102 14 0.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

In English Language Arts, our data suggests that had IEP teams determined (1) fewer 
students would participate in alternative state assessments we would have met the 1%, In 
Math, the data suggests (5) fewer students. Forest Hills is a district of 8912 students. We 
operate multiple classrooms for students who are significantly impacted by their disability. 
As a district, we have stayed quite consistent with lower percentages. As it sits, we only 
exceeded the 1% by (.1%) in two subtest areas (ELA) and (Math), the other two (Science 
and Social Studies are at 1% and 0.7%) respectively. 

. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 4874 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 48 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All Special Education Staff In-person training for all special 
education teachers and itinerants 
including a special education data dive 
and a review of MDE Guidance: 
Should my student take an alternate 
assessment? 

08/20/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working toward 
alternate content expectations. 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Disproportionality Case Review. 
Review student records for subgroup 
(s) identified with disproportionality to 
determine if they continue to meet all 
4 rubric criteria 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 
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þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Based on internal audit of students who are both economically disadvantaged and 

participated in MI-Access Language Arts, all teachers with students meeting the 
criteria will be required to complete the Assessment Selection Guidance Training from 
MDE. 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Godfrey-Lee Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Godfrey-Lee Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 866 17 2 

Mathematics 881 16 1.8 

Science 409 11 2.7 

Social Studies 406 11 2.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

We do not operate center-based or regional programming, however, we have a high 
population of students with complex needs. In honor of the least restrictive environment 
and an effort to keep our students in our local district, we are keeping more students with 
more complex needs that require an alternate assessment due to the nature and severity of 
their disabilities. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.9%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 794 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 10 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.3% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Parents Parent Notification that child will be 
taking Mi-access 

01/31/2025 Planned 

Staff Training on selecting an appropriate 
assessment using the Rubric/Criteria 
Training 

01/31/2025 Planned 

Staff High Risk/Rubric Case Review 02/28/2025 Planned 

Staff Educational Benefit Review 02/28/2025 Planned 

Staff Training on understanding the 
implications of using the alternate 
content standards, taking an alternate 
assessment, and understanding the 
impact of MI-Access 

02/28/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Godwin Heights Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Godwin Heights Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 935 27 2.9 

Mathematics 956 27 2.8 

Science 448 11 2.5 

Social Studies 444 6 1.4 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

956 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 27 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

14 

Adjusted Total 942 

Adjusted Participation Number 13 

Adjusted Rate 1.4% 

Please describe other justification: 

Godwin Heights Public Schools operates five regional programs for students with Autism. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 998 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 28 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.8% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All special education staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

all special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standard 

04/14/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Grand Rapids Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Grand Rapids Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 6983 136 1.9 

Mathematics 7099 132 1.9 

Science 2786 61 2.2 

Social Studies 2761 34 1.2 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

Technical Assistance needed will be provided by Kent ISD GSM team 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 7279 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 161 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.2% 

Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All relevant special education 
staff 

o Audience: All relevant special
education staff
o Topics and Method of Training:
Parent notification. All IEP system
(MiPSE) users will receive
communication with a resource to use
to discuss with parents the
implications of working towards
alternate content expectations
o Deadline: February 28, 2025

02/28/2025 Planned 

All relevant special education 
staff 

o Audience: All relevant special
education staff
o Topics and Method of Training:
Professional development. Training
staff on the four required criteria for
participation in MI-Access based on
alternate content standards and the
Decision-Making Rubric

06/30/2025 Planned 

All relevant special education 
staff 

o Audience: All relevant special
education staff
o Topics and Method of Training: High
Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review
flagged student cases at the high-risk
level of not meeting 1 or more of the
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of
MI-Access based on alternate
educational standards

04/14/2025 Planned 

All relevant special education 
staff 

o Audience: relevant special education
staff
o Topics and Method of Training:
Conduct EBRs for flagged student
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria
but also Surpassing on MI-Access.
Identify how to incorporate more
challenging instruction, curriculum,
and goals, including content that
reaches into general grade level
standards

04/14/2025 Planned 
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All relevant special education 
staff 

o  Audience: relevant special 
education staff
o  Topics and Method of Training 
Disproportionality Case Review. 
Review student records for subgroup
(s)s) identified with disproportionality 
determine if they continue to meet all 
4 rubric criteria

04/14/2025 Planned 



  

 

Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 

þGender 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Audience: relevant special education staff 

Topics and Method of Training: Disproportionality Case Review. Review student 
records for subgroup(s) identified with disproportionality to determine if they continue 
to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
Deadline: April 14, 2025 

Math Audience: relevant special education staff 
Topics and Method of Training: Disproportionality Case Review. Review student 
records for subgroup(s) identified with disproportionality to determine if they continue 
to meet all 4 rubric criteria 
Deadline: April 14, 2025 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Kent ISD Page 5 of 5 



 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

2889 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 39 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

11 

Adjusted Total 2878 

Adjusted Participation Number 28 

Adjusted Rate 1% 

Please describe other justification: 

Grandville runs a K-12 Regional ASD Program. 11 Students are IEP placed in this program 
from outside the district that were assigned Mi-Access for the 2023-2024 school year. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.4%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2894 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 32 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Director of Student Services Topics and Method of Training: Data 
Dive with ISD to examine Alternate 
Assessment participation by eligibility 
category, primary educational setting, 
performance, instructional targets, 
placement, and subgroup. 

03/31/2024 Completed 

Director of Student Services Topics and Method of Training: Data 
Dive with ISD to examine Alternate 
Assessment participation by eligibility 
category, primary educational setting, 
performance, instructional targets, 
placement, and subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 
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Administrative Team Provide Admin Team with reminders 
on who qualifies for the Mi-Access and 
the requirements to take Mi-Access. 
"MI Access Who Takes the Alternate 
Assessment" provided. 

12/13/2023 Completed 

Teachers Provide Teachers with a reminder to 
verify IEP information and ensure IEP 
testing information supports the 
selected test. 

02/01/2024 Completed 

Teachers Provide Teachers with another copy of 
the document entitled "Should My 
Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment". 

02/01/2024 Completed 

Full Admin Team/Teachers Prove copy of important dates for 
Assessment to ensure all students are 
identified appropriately and on time. 

02/01/2024 Completed 

Staff with students taking 
alternate assessments 

Complete the MDE Assessment 
Selection Guidelines Training and 
provide certificate to Special Education 

Director before 1/31/2024 (link: 
https://www.screencast.com/t/iq9 
CQysDXvoX) 

02/01/2024 Completed 

Administrative Team Provide Admin Team with reminders 
on who qualifies for the Mi-Access and 
the requirements to take Mi-Access. 
"MI Access Who Takes the Alternate 
Assessment" provided. 

12/11/2024 Planned 

Teachers Provide Teachers with a reminder to 
verify IEP information and ensure IEP 
testing information supports the 
selected test. 

02/03/2025 Planned 

Teachers Provide Teachers with another copy of 
the document entitled "Should My 
Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment". 

02/03/2025 Planned 

Full Admin Team/Teachers Prove copy of important dates for 
Assessment to ensure all students are 
identified appropriately and on time. 

02/03/2025 Planned 

Staff with students taking 
alternate assessments 

Complete the MDE Assessment 
Selection Guidelines Training and 
provide certificate to Special Education 

Director before 1/31/2025 (link: 
https://www.screencast.com/t/iq9 
CQysDXvoX) 

02/03/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 
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All Special Education Staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate
educational standards

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Kenowa Hills Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Kenowa Hills Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1484 41 2.8 

Mathematics 1480 37 2.5 

Science 668 15 2.2 

Social Studies 667 13 1.9 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1569 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 40 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

21 

Adjusted Total 1548 

Adjusted Participation Number 19 

Adjusted Rate 1.2% 

Please describe other justification: 

Just over half of the students in our regional ASD and MiCI programs for grades 3-8 and 11 
are from partnering districts. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.3%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1569 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 40 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Director Data Dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility category, primary 
educational setting, performance, 
instructional targets, placement, and 
subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Kentwood Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Kentwood Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 4667 112 2.4 

Mathematics 4712 112 2.4 

Science 2014 46 2.3 

Social Studies 1993 29 1.5 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

While our number of students taking the alternate assessment had gone down, district 
population growth is a contributing factor to the numbers of students to be considered for 
programming with a modified curriculum. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 5020 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 103 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Director Data dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility category, primary 
educational setting, performance, 
instructional targets, placement, and 
subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 

All special education staff All IEP system (MiPSE) users will 
receive communication with a 
resource to use to discuss with 
parents the implications of working 
towards alternate content 
expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All special education staff High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Knapp Charter Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Knapp Charter Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 217 2 0.9 

Mathematics 220 2 0.9 

Science 58 1 1.7 

Social Studies 59 1 1.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¤ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¡ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

In our 5th/8th grade cohort, we had one student take MiAccess. However, because our 
district is a single school with lower than expected enrollment, this one student created a 
percentage of 1.7% 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) % 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 209 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 1 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Staff Review of the new MDE guidance 
regarding "most significant cognitve 
disabilities" 

01/31/2025 Planned 

Special Educaiton STaff Collaboration with Kent ISD for 
training around the new MDE guidance 
documents 

02/28/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please detail the need for additional resources and technical assistance. 
Knapp Charter Academy would like to partner with Kent ISD regarding training around the 
newest state guidelines for determining the need to take an alternate assessment. 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Lowell Area Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Lowell Area Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1810 19 1 

Mathematics 1809 19 1.1 

Science 789 4 0.5 

Social Studies 789 4 0.5 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

Our district was at 1.1% in Math, though the same number of students took the ELA and 
Math alternative test; ELA was at 1% while math was at 1.1% because one less student 
overall took the Math test which impacted the percentage very slightly. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1560 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 14 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.9% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

CI Self-Contained Classroom 
teachers 

Meet with teachers to ensure only 
those students with the highest needs 
are taking the Mi-Access test 

08/30/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Staff Reminder to staff about requirements 
of Parent Notification and implication 
of working toward the alternate 
standards and taking the alternative 
assessment 

01/09/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Train staff on new Mi-Access Decision 
Making Rubric 

01/09/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: PrepNet Virtual Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for PrepNet Virtual Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 466 5 1.1 

Mathematics 464 5 1.1 

Science 179 4 2.2 

Social Studies 178 3 1.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

4 students took the MI Access in Science out of 179 total and 3 students took the MI Access 
out of 178 total. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.3%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 919 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 8 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.9% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All Special Education Staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: River City Scholars Charter Academy 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for River City Scholars Charter Academy: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 186 4 2.2 

Mathematics 186 4 2.2 

Science 51 1 2 

Social Studies 51 1 2 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¤ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¡ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

River City has a high number of students who transfer in with significant cognitive 
disabilities from the local district. The team is currently working with Kent ISD SDI coaches 
to best support these students with LRE decision making. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 288 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 4 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.4% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Team SDI - LRE. A coach from Kent ISD 
supports the entire team on a weekly 
basis and provides professional 
development around LRE decision 
making, has done Educational Benefit 
Reviews, support with progress 
monitoring etc. 

09/26/2024 Completed 

Admin over Special Education 
and Principal 

Special Education Supervisor has 
worked with Admin over SE and 
Principal around best practices for 
students with cognitive disabilities by 
reviewing data, discussing the 
necessity of data reviews on a regular 
basis and ensuring that we are 
consistently reviewing our transfer 
students' IEPs to determine 
appropriate LRE more frequently than 
at an annual IEP. 

08/29/2024 Completed 

Special Education Supervisor Entire Special Education Team for NHA 
will be diving into a professional 
development specifically around LRE 
to bring back to buildings 

12/12/2024 Planned 

Admin over Special Education Review with Admin over SE of Kent 
ISD LRE planning document 

02/08/2024 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Kent ISD Page 5 of 5 



  

 

 

Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Rockford Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Rockford Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 3925 37 0.9 

Mathematics 3922 37 0.9 

Science 1699 21 1.2 

Social Studies 1685 13 0.8 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

3925 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 37 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

10 

Adjusted Total 3915 

Adjusted Participation Number 27 

Adjusted Rate 0.7% 

Please describe other justification: 

Rockford Public Schools Operates Programs for students with Autism and Programs for 
students with Cognitive Impairments. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 3969 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 33 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.8% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Director Data Dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility category, primary 
educational setting, performance, 
instructional targets, placement, and 
subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Professional Development provided to 
all special education staff using the 
Should My Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment document 

08/20/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Training staff on the four required 
criteria for participation in MI-Access 
based on alternate content standards 
and the Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate 
educational standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 
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þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
English Language Arts Meet with special education teams per building to review Alternate Assessment Data, 

assessment selection guidance, and local practices. Review subgroup data to ensure 
alternate assessment decisions are being made fairly. 

Math Meet with special education teams per building to review Alternate Assessment Data, 
assessment selection guidance, and local practices. Review subgroup data to ensure 
alternate assessment decisions are being made fairly. 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Sparta Area Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Sparta Area Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1216 29 2.4 

Mathematics 1217 29 2.4 

Science 539 17 3.2 

Social Studies 527 5 0.9 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1488 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 29 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

18 

Adjusted Total 1470 

Adjusted Participation Number 11 

Adjusted Rate 0.7% 

Please describe other justification: 

Sparta Area Schools had 1488 students taking statewide assessments. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.2%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1488 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 29 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.9% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

CI Teachers/Case managers Reviewed "Should My Student Take 
the Alternative Assessment" protocol 
with CI teacher team via team 
meeting. 

05/16/2024 Completed 

CI Teachers/Case managers Provided case manager checklist to 
start the school year, including the 
"Should My Student Take the 
Alternative Assessment" protocol sent 
via google doc/email 

08/21/2024 Completed 

MiCI teacher/case manager Provided guidance and the "Should My 
Student Take the Alternative 
Assessment" protocol to our new MiCI 
teacher via individual meeting 

09/26/2024 Completed 
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All special education 
teachers/case managers 

Review "Should My Student Take the 
Alternative Assessment" protocol with 
all special education teachers/case 
managers via video update 

12/18/2024 Planned 

Special Education Director Data Dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility category, primary 
educational setting, performance, 
instructional targets, placement, and 
subgroup. 

03/31/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Parent notification. All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to use 
to discuss with parents the 
implications of working towards 
alternate content expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All special education staff Professional development. Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in MI-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review. Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more of the 
4 criteria to be eligible for the use of 
MI-Access based on alternate
educational standards

04/14/2025 Planned 

relevant special education 
staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into general grade level 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Wyoming Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Wyoming Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1906 40 2.1 

Mathematics 1922 40 2.1 

Science 795 21 2.6 

Social Studies 792 21 2.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1906 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 40 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

1 

Adjusted Total 1905 

Adjusted Participation Number 39 

Adjusted Rate 2% 

Please describe other justification: 

Wyoming Public Schools operates a regional program for moderate cognitive impairments 
and three regional programs for emotional impairment. In 23-24 one out-of-district student 
in a regional program took the MI-Access. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2015 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 15 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.7% 

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Kent ISD Page 2 of 5 



  

  

  

  

 

 

Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Kent ISD Page 3 of 5 



  

 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All Special Education Staff Parent Notification: All IEP system 
(MiPSE) users will receive 
communication with a resource to 
discuss with parents the implications 
of working towards alternate content 
expectations 

02/28/2025 Planned 

All Special Education Staff Professional Development: Training 
staff on the four required criteria for 
participation in Mi-Access based on 
alternate content standards and the 
Decision-Making Rubric 

06/30/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

High Risk/Rubric Case Review: Review 
flagged student cases at the high-risk 
level of not meeting 1 or more the 4 
criteria to be eligible for the use of Mi-
Access based on alternate educational 
standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Relevant Special Education 
Staff 

Conduct EBRs for flagged student 
cases who meet all 4 rubric criteria 
but also Surpassing on MI-Access. 
Identify how to incorporate more 
challenging instruction, curriculum, 
and goals, including content that 
reaches into grade level standards 

04/14/2025 Planned 

Special Education Director Data Dive with ISD to examine 
Alternate Assessment participation by 
eligibility, primary education setting, 
performance, instructional targets, 
placement and subgroup. 

03/31/2024 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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