
 

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

ISD Name: Newaygo County RESA 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Newaygo County RESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 3495 41 1.2 

Mathematics 3494 41 1.2 

Science 1504 28 1.9 

Social Studies 1499 23 1.5 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 7 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

4 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier 1: In the winter of 2024, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing 
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their 
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out 
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical 
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment 
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to 
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather 
in the next section (Tier 2/3). 

Date Occurred 
or Planned Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

01/31/2024 A virtual professional development was provided that included review of the MDE Flow Chart 
"Should My Student Take the Alternative Assessment?" and an overview of the assuring that 
the alternative assessment is for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. This 
was provided for ALL SE teachers/providers in the county (NCRESA and local LEA's)as a live PD 
and the recording of the PD was sent out to all staff to view. 

08/19/2024 A professional development was provided to all NCRESA SE Staff. During this PD, topics 
included student instruction and assessment selection, review of the MDE Flow Chart "Should 
My Student Take the Alternative Assessment?", and review of 
Alternative Assessment guidance regarding significant cognitive impairment. 

01/10/2025 An overview of the IDEA/requirements for Participation In Assessments (S300.160) was 
provided and resources for determining Alternative Assessment was shared with all county SE 
providers and teachers in a NCRESA newsletter. Links included in this new letter and the county 
SE resource page for staff were as follows: MDE Rubric for Assigning Students to Alternate 
Standards for Instruction and Assessment, MDE "Should My Student Take the Alternative 
Assessment (Flow chart), and IRISCENTER resources for Programming for Students with 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities. 

Tier 2/3: MDE’s response to ISDs in 2024 (based on 2023 data) provided specific 
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information 
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to 
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that 
may have exceeded MDE recommendations. 

Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Fremont Public School District 04/18/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with overview of 
the need for 1% Justification additional activities. Additional 
Activities” , Flagged cases list, and MI-ACCESS students for 
each district. 

Hesperia Community Schools 04/18/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided SE Supervisor with overview of the 
need for 1% Justification additional activities. Additional 
Activities” , Flagged cases list, and MI-ACCESS students for 
each district. 

Newaygo Public School District 04/18/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with overview of 
the need for 1% Justification additional activities. Additional 
Activities” , Flagged cases list, and MI-ACCESS students for 
each district. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

White Cloud Public Schools 04/18/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with overview of 
the need for 1% Justification additional activities. Additional 
Activities” , Flagged cases list, and MI-ACCESS students for 
each district. 

Fremont Public School District 10/25/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with platform 
for documenting the 1% Justification Additional Activities and 
set up a time to meet individually to review the progress on the 
activities and provide TA. 

White Cloud Public Schools 10/25/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with platform 
for documenting the 1% Justification Additional Activities and 
set up a time to meet individually to review the progress on the 
activities and provide TA. 

Newaygo Public School District 10/25/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with platform 
for documenting the 1% Justification Additional Activities and 
set up a time to meet individually to review the progress on the 
activities and provide TA. 

Hesperia Community Schools 10/25/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability provided NCRESA SE Supervisor with platform 
for documenting the 1% Justification Additional Activities, 
review the progress on the activities, provide TA on completion 
of activities, and reviewed specific student cases/needs 
requested by SE Supervisor . 

Fremont Public School District 11/04/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability met individually with NCRESA SE Supervisor to 
review the progress on the activities, provide TA on completion 
of activities, and reviewed specific student cases/needs 
requested by SE Supervisor. 

Newaygo Public School District 11/08/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability met individually with NCRESA SE Supervisor to 
review the progress on the activities, provide TA on completion 
of activities, and reviewed specific student cases/needs 
requested by SE Supervisor. 

White Cloud Public Schools 12/19/2024 NCRESA SE Supervisor for Program Improvement and 
Accountability met individually with NCRESA SE Supervisor to 
review the progress on the activities, provide TA on completion 
of activities, and reviewed specific student cases/needs 
requested by SE Supervisor. 

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted 
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate 
assessment participation? 

NCRESA would like to receive training on the expectations of the use of the MDE Rubric for 
Assigning Students to Alternate Standards for Instruction and Assessment. We are currently 
trialing the use of the rubric with LEAs but would appreciate more guidance from MDE prior 
to the RESA providing training to the local LEAs in order to assure inner reliability in the use 
of the rubric. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the State assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP Team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

ISD Comments 
The local districts of Newaygo County have demonstrated a decrease in the percentage of 
students that are participating in the Alternative State Assessment. Each of the local 
districts focus to provide special education programming in their home district in the least 
restrictive environment possible. This includes inclusion of students with the most 
significant cognitive impairments in local resource room programs and GE classes. NCRESA 
has facilitated placement into county collaborative programs, as part of the overall SE 
Program continuum, located within a local district building. Even within these placements to 
serve students with significant cognitive impairments, the local districts continue to keep 
these students registered as local students and a part of their overall state assessment 
count. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Newaygo County RESA 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Newaygo County RESA: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1 1 100 

Mathematics 1 1 100 

Science 0 

Social Studies 0 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¤ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¡ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 1 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

1 

Adjusted Total 0 

Adjusted Participation Number 0 

Adjusted Rate 0% 

Please describe other justification: 

Special Education programming provided by NCRESA are for students with most significant 
cognitive impairments. The local districts maintain and provide special education 
programming for students to the greatest extent possible. When a student's significant 
cognitive impairment is unable make progress towards IEP goals in their current 
programming, the IEP team makes LRE decisions to determine if the student should attend 
the NCRESA center-based program. All students that attend NCRESA special education 
programs require an alternative curriculum and additional supports to meet their significant 
needs. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 100%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 2 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 100% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Teachers/ 
Ancillary Staff 

A virtual professional development 
was provided that included review of 
the MDE Flow Chart "Should My 
Student Take the Alternative 
Assessment?" as a live PD and the 
recording of the PD was sent out to all 
staff to view. 

01/31/2024 Completed 

Special Education Teachers/ 
Ancillary Staff 

A professional development was 
provided to all NCRESA SE Staff. 
During this PD, topics included student 
instruction and assessment selection, 
review of the MDE Flow Chart "Should 
My Student Take the Alternative 
Assessment?", and review of 
Alternative Assessment guidance 
regarding significant cognitive 
impairment. 

08/19/2024 Completed 

Special Education Teachers/ 
Ancillary Staff 

NCRESA will be providing training on 
the use of the MDE Rubric for 
Assigning Students to Alternate 
Standards for Instruction and 
Assessment in the Spring 2025 

03/07/2025 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please detail the need for additional resources and technical assistance. 
The ISD would appreciate an MDE lead training on the newly released "Rubric for Assigning 
Students to Alternate 
Standards for Instruction and Assessment" in order for the ISD to be consistent in training 
ISD staff and the local LEAs in a valid and reliable manner aligned with MDE's use of the 
rubric. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Fremont Public School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Fremont Public School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 999 17 1.7 

Mathematics 1001 17 1.7 

Science 438 9 2.1 

Social Studies 436 9 2.1 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

The district did not test fewer than 500 students nor did the district operate a center-based 
program or regional collaborative for students with the most significant disabilities. 
Students with significant cognitive disabilities on alternative curriculum are included in the 
school district within the grade appropriate buildings in district resource room programming. 
The high school utilizes programming for the most significant cognitive impairments through 
a cross categorical classroom that allows for interaction with neurotypical peers as well as 
receive the more intense individualized supports required. The IEP teams make decisions for 
an alternative assessment based on the student meeting the definition of a student with the 
most significant cognitive disability through the MDE flowchart guidance document. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1401 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 14 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

FPS Administrators 1% Justification report, report and 
worksheet for review, flowchart 
provided to each administrator as well 
as each special education staff 
member 

11/06/2024 Completed 

Pathfinder Elementary SE 1% Justification report, worksheet for 
review of students, flowchart and 
online training reviewed 

11/07/2024 Completed 

Daisy Brook Elementary SE 1% Justification report, worksheet for 
review of students, flowchart and 
online training reviewed 

12/05/2024 Planned 

Fremont Middle School SE 1% Justification report, worksheet for 
review of students, flowchart and 
online training reviewed 

11/12/2024 Completed 

Fremont High School SE 1% Justification report, worksheet for 
review of students, flowchart and 
online training reviewed 

11/13/2024 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Hesperia Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Hesperia Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 421 6 1.4 

Mathematics 417 6 1.4 

Science 167 3 1.8 

Social Studies 167 3 1.8 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

All students that took the alternative assessment were identified through the use of the 
"Should My Student Take the Alternative Assessment?" Flowchart. The IEP team determined 
the alternative assessment to be appropriate based on their cognitive levels, alternative 
instruction on essential elements, and aligned IEP goals. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.2%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 445 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 5 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Ed Teachers IEP programs, updates from MDE, 
Alternative Assessment - 1% 
justification, medicaid requirements 

08/19/2024 Completed 

Special Ed Teachers Who should take the alternative 
assessment? - reviewed the updated 
flowchart with staff and discussed the 
requirements as well as how to find 
previous assessment results 

10/16/2024 Completed 

Teacher of mild CI program Work through the flowchart about a 
potential student that is in question to 
determine the most appropriate 
assessment to administer 

01/22/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Newaygo Public School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Newaygo Public School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 778 8 1 

Mathematics 778 8 1 

Science 330 7 2.1 

Social Studies 330 7 2.1 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

Please describe other justification for exceeding the 1% threshold: 
The participation rate for alternate assessments in Newaygo Public Schools exceeds 1% due 
to the presence of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities (MSCD) within our 
district. These students are determined to need alternative assessments based on their 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team's decision, which is grounded in Michigan's 
definition of MSCD. 
Students identified as having MSCD typically exhibit: 

• Substantial impairments in intellectual or cognitive functioning. 
• Substantial deficits in adaptive functioning across conceptual, social, and practical 

domains. 
• A need for extensive supports to demonstrate learning and generalize skills across 

settings in daily life. 
It is essential to note that students with MSCD are present in both district-operated resource 
room programming and regional programs. While some students receive services through 
regional programs, they remain counted under their local education agency (LEA) for 
accountability purposes. This inclusion, combined with the specialized nature of our 
programming, contributes to our alternate assessment participation rates exceeding 1%. 
Our IEP teams are thorough in their evaluation process, ensuring that alternative 
assessments are reserved for students who meet the criteria outlined above. This process 
reflects our district's commitment to upholding high standards while addressing the unique 
learning profiles of our student population. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 838 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 4 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Teachers Review MDE Alternate Assessment 
FlowChart: Provide training on how to 
implement flow chart at guide 
decisions on assessments for 
individual students 

01/27/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: White Cloud Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for White Cloud Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 498 6 1.2 

Mathematics 499 6 1.2 

Science 223 6 2.7 

Social Studies 222 3 1.4 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please describe other justification: 

White Cloud Public Schools includes students with significant cognitive disabilities in our 
resource room programming, to the extent possible, in order to provide LRE. When we are 
not able to meet their needs, the next programs we would look at are county collaborative 
programs where the students are still considered White Cloud Public Schools students. In 
addition, the IEP teams make the decision for an alternative assessment based on the 
student meeting the definition of a student with the most significant cognitive disability. 
Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities (MSCD) are not specific to a 
particular primary disability type but is more commonly present as a secondary condition for 
some types of disabilities. Students with MSCD will: • have substantial impairment in 
intellectual or cognitive functioning AND • have substantial deficits in the adaptive 
functioning across the conceptual, social, and practical domains AND • require extensive 
supports to demonstrate learning and generalize skills across different settings in daily life. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.9%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 486 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 4 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.8% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

SE Teachers/Administration NCRESA provided a virtual all county 
training which included information on 
the revised "Should My Student Take 
the Alternative Assessment" flowchart 
(a link was provided to view the 
recording of the training for those that 
did not attend the live presentation). 

01/31/2024 Completed 

SE Teachers/Administrators Special Education Supervisor sent an 
email communication to all district 
special education teachers and 
administrators with the revised Should 
My Student Take the Alternate 
Assessment? Flowchart for assessing 
the determination of students to take 
the alternative assessment. 

02/28/2024 Completed 

SE Teachers During a professional development 
provided for all county special 
education teachers. Alternative 
Assessment selection criteria was 
reviewed and the "Should My Student 
Take the Alternative Assessment" 
flowchart was reviewed. 

08/19/2024 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please detail the need for additional resources and technical assistance. 
When we go over the percentages of students taking the MiAccess with NCRESA and White 
Cloud Admin staff, we actually need to do the work/follow up meeting on looking at each of 
these individual students, review their needs, and make a plan together. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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