
 

Exceeding 1% Cap on Participation in State 
Alternate Assessment Intermediate School 
District (ISD) Summary Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

ISD Name: Ottawa Area ISD 

All intermediate school districts must complete this summary form regarding the percentage 
of students assessed using Michigan’s alternate assessment (MI-Access). This includes 
justification forms from member districts/public school academies (PSA) that assessed more 
than 1% of students in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Ottawa Area ISD: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 24468 348 1.4 

Mathematics 24535 345 1.4 

Science 10611 161 1.5 

Social Studies 10503 74 0.7 

Data Total 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD 18 

Number of member districts/PSAs including the ISD (only if the ISD runs internal programs) 
that assessed more than 1% of all students tested in the spring of 2024 using MI-Access (in 
grades 3-8 and 11) 

7 
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Technical Assistance and Professional Development 

Tier 1: In the winter of 2024, MDE provided feedback to each ISD, providing 
recommendations regarding technical assistance or professional development for their 
constituent districts. ISDs responded to this feedback in a variety of ways and carried out 
support to districts as appropriate. In the first table below, outline the general technical 
assistance or professional development provided to all districts regarding state assessment 
decisions or better targeting instruction. Specific or targeted technical assistance provided to 
a small groups of districts to address specific concerns should not be listed here, but rather 
in the next section (Tier 2/3). 

Date Occurred 
or Planned Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional Development 

04/13/2023 Special Education Director's meeting, review of flowchart and discussion regarding the state not 
meeting the 95% requirement for all students assessed and the risk this plays in our ability to 
apply for a 1% waiver. 

01/28/2025 Special Education Director's meeting to review the flowchart again and discuss the definition of 
significant cognitive impairment. Discuss how directors bring it back to their IEP teams. 

11/19/2024 Special Education Director's meeting to discuss Tier 1, 2, & 3 designations for 1% Participation 
and what this means for the districts within a given tier. 

05/31/2024 OAISD Special Education Technical Assistance Consultants created resources and a brief video 
for districts to use with their staff to help support understanding and practice around 1% 
participation considerations. 

11/25/2024 Communication and TA planning meeting requests went out to districts identified for Tier 2 & 3 
TA for the upcoming year. 

Tier 2/3: MDE’s response to ISDs in 2024 (based on 2023 data) provided specific 
recommendations for each LEA, based on their participation rate or other information 
provided on Justification Forms. Please outline targeted assistance provided (or planned) to 
member districts following MDE’s recommendation. Please include assistance provided that 
may have exceeded MDE recommendations. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Eagle Crest Charter Academy 03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 

Grand Haven Area Public 
Schools 

03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Hamilton Community Schools 03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 

Holland City School District 03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Hudsonville Public School 
District 

03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

By 4/2/2024, OAISD and Hudsonville Public Schools must 
create and submit a written action plan using the provided 
Action Plan Template with timelines to address district-level 
actions and review all flagged cases of students taking the 
alternate assessment. This plan must be approved by the 
OAISD and uploaded to this page into Catamaran. 

The OAISD recommends documenting the following activities in 
the Action Plan, which must be submitted by 4/2/2024. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the following 4 students 
previously flagged for high risk of mis-assignment by the MDE 
the previous year and are again assigned to take the MI-Access 
spring 2024. 

The district also had to review all of the flagged students within 
the sub-group, and these students must meet all the criteria to 
qualify for MI-Access. [Economically Disadvantages]. 

Additionally, the district was supported by our Director of 
Special Education Accountability and Technical Assistance and a 
Technical Assistance Consultant from the ISD. 

There was additional ongoing support with the added request 
for an activity assigned towards the end of the school year to 
be completed by June 30, 2024. 
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Member District Date Occurred 
or Planned 

Summary of Technical Assistance and/or Professional 
Development 

Jenison Public Schools 03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 

Spring Lake Public Schools 03/14/2024 A memo went out notifying the district of their Tier 2 
designation and action steps, with timelines, including the 
following: 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with state standards. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not consistent with the definition of 
a "student with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review flagged cases for students 
who have scored in the "Surpassed the Standards" performance 
category on MI-Access in at least one content area. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from the MDE OSE and determine steps to support IEP 
team training and implementation of these requirements. 

Prior to November 1, 2024: Review and train IEP team 
members on using the Revised Decision Tree for Alternate 
Standards. 

Additionally, the district was assigned a Technical Assistance 
Consultant from the ISD to support the completion of their 
activities. 

What resources or support does the ISD need from MDE to continue to provide targeted 
assistance or professional development to member districts on the topic of alternate 
assessment participation? 
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None at this time. 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The ISD has provided or will provide targeted assistance to member districts/PSAs that have 
been flagged for disproportionality for participation in the alternate assessment as outlined 
on the previous page. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Targeted assistance and professional development include an emphasis on member 
districts/PSAs using the State assessment selection guidance documents and online 
trainings. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Assessment selection is an IEP Team decision and will not be overridden by administrative or 
procedural decisions. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

ISD Comments 
The OAISD has provided extensive and ongoing Technical Assistance (TA) to our Member 
Districts identified as requiring Tier 2 or Tier 3 support for 1% Alternate Assessment 
considerations. The Special Education Technical Assistance Team at the OAISD is dedicated 
to enhancing their expertise and strengthening the support provided to districts regarding 
Alternate Assessment. This team works closely with these districts, offering a combination of 
guidance development, targeted TA, and general support to ensure that all educators are 
well-prepared to meet the needs of students with significant cognitive disabilities. 

Through a variety of targeted professional development opportunities, collaborative 
workshops, and the sharing of best practices, the team strives to equip district staff with the 
necessary tools and knowledge to support these students effectively. The team also works 
alongside district staff in identifying and addressing any gaps in resources or understanding 
related to Alternate Assessments, providing tailored assistance to help improve educational 
outcomes. 

By fostering an environment of reflective practices and remaining up-to-date with the latest 
policies, research, and educational strategies, the OAISD team is committed to creating an 
inclusive and equitable educational experience for all students. This includes ensuring that 
students with the most complex learning needs are given the necessary support and 
opportunities to demonstrate their academic progress and potential, particularly in the 
context of Alternate Assessments. Through these ongoing efforts, the OAISD aims to 
promote a more comprehensive and supportive system that can address the diverse needs 
of students across all Member Districts. 

7/3/2025 - Additional documentation has been uploaded to the Tier 2 and Tier 3 Additional 
Activities Evidence sections of Catamaran. 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Ottawa Area ISD 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Ottawa Area ISD: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 51 35 68.6 

Mathematics 51 36 70.6 

Science 29 22 75.9 

Social Studies 10 3 30 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Select the option that applies: 

¡ Fewer than 5 students took MI-Access. ¤ 5 or more students took MI-Access. 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 
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¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 

Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

52 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 38 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

0 

Adjusted Total 52 

Adjusted Participation Number 38 

Adjusted Rate 73.1% 

Please describe other justification: 

The Ottawa Area Intermediate School District (OAISD) operates two center-based programs 
as part of its continuum of services. These programs, Sheldon Pines School and the Ottawa 
Area Center provide daily, specially designed instruction for students in grades 3–11 who 
require intensive behavioral support, medical support, or a combination of both. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 68%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 52 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 38 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 73.1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

All staff (SPS) All staff at Sheldon Pines School 
completed the online modules 
provided by the MDE and reviewed the 
decision-making flowchart. 

08/29/2024 Completed 

All Staff (OAC) All staff at the OAC received training 
on assessment considerations and 
reviewed the decision-making 
flowchart. 

01/22/2024 Completed 

All Staff (OAC) All staff at the OAC will have 
completed the online modules 
provided by the MDE by the end of 
March 2025. 

04/01/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Coopersville Area Public School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Coopersville Area Public School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1301 19 1.5 

Mathematics 1299 19 1.5 

Science 576 9 1.6 

Social Studies 571 5 0.9 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

Coopersville operates mild/moderate cognitive impairment programs. A majority of students 
in the programs were taking an alternative assessment. Staff needs training on the MOST 
Significant Cognitive Disabilities. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.4%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1300 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 10 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 0.8% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Mild/Moderate Cognitive 
Impairment Program Staff 

- Spring 2023 and Spring 2024  
Alternative Assessment Rates 
- Alternative assessments trends in 
the USA 
- Michigan alternative assessment 
trends since 2003 
- Review of current IEPs with 
alternative assessments (looked at 
SCI v MoCI v MiCI v other primary 
disabilities) 
- Review MDE flowchart 

11/21/2024 Completed 

Middle School Teachers - Spring 2023 and Spring 2024 
Alternative Assessment Rates 
- Alternative assessments trends in 
the USA 
- Michigan alternative assessment 
trends since 2003 
- Review of current IEPs with 
alternative assessments (looked at 
SCI v MoCI v MiCI v other primary 
disabilities) 
- Review MDE flowchart 

12/02/2024 Planned 

Elementary Teachers - Spring 2023 and Spring 2024 
Alternative Assessment Rates 
- Alternative assessments trends in 
the USA 
- Michigan alternative assessment 
trends since 2003 
- Review of current IEPs with 
alternative assessments (looked at 
SCI v MoCI v MiCI v other primary 
disabilities) 
- Review MDE flowchart 

12/03/2024 Planned 

High School Teachers - Spring 2023 and Spring 2024 
Alternative Assessment Rates 
- Alternative assessments trends in 
the USA 
- Michigan alternative assessment 
trends since 2003 
- Review of current IEPs with 
alternative assessments (looked at 
SCI v MoCI v MiCI v other primary 
disabilities) 
- Review MDE flowchart 

12/03/2024 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Grand Haven Area Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Grand Haven Area Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 2645 61 2.3 

Mathematics 2645 60 2.3 

Science 1182 32 2.7 

Social Studies 1161 15 1.3 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

2645 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 59 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

14 

Adjusted Total 2631 

Adjusted Participation Number 45 

Adjusted Rate 1.7% 

Please describe other justification: 

N/A 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 2645 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 58 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.2% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

K-8 Self-Contained Teachers 
(ASD, CI, SXI) 

The GHAPS SE Coordinator attended a 
K-8 self-contained PLC to deliver IEP 
training to case managers; a portion 
of the training was dedicated to 
alternate assessment and the 
considerations that were required 
when making that determination. 

11/06/2024 Completed 

9-12 Case Managers (RR, 
ASD, CI, EI, SXI) 

The GHAPS SE Coordinator held a 
series of IEP trainings to all high 
school case managers; a portion of 
the training was dedicated to alternate 
assessment and the considerations 
that were required when making that 
determination. 

09/10/2024 Completed 

9-12 Case Managers (RR, 
ASD, CI, EI, SXI) 

The GHAPS SE Coordinator held a 
series of IEP trainings to all high 
school case managers; a portion of 
the training was dedicated to alternate 
assessment and the considerations 
that were required when making that 
determination. 

09/11/2024 Completed 

9-12 Case Managers (RR, 
ASD, CI, EI, SXI) 

The GHAPS SE Coordinator held a 
series of IEP trainings to all high 
school case managers; a portion of 
the training was dedicated to alternate 
assessment and the considerations 
that were required when making that 
determination. 

09/12/2024 Completed 

9-12 Case Managers (RR, 
ASD, CI, EI, SXI) 

The GHAPS SE Coordinator held a 
series of IEP trainings to all high 
school case managers; a portion of 
the training was dedicated to alternate 
assessment and the considerations 
that were required when making that 
determination. 

09/13/2024 Completed 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Hamilton Community Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Hamilton Community Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1316 17 1.3 

Mathematics 1321 17 1.3 

Science 586 7 1.2 

Social Studies 584 4 0.7 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1359 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 22 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

1 

Adjusted Total 1358 

Adjusted Participation Number 21 

Adjusted Rate 1.5% 

Please describe other justification: 

We have 3 additional students who attend through school of choice. When you factor this 
in, this brings our adjusted anticipated participation number down to 1.3%. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1359 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 22 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.6% 

FY 2024-2025 ISD Summary Justification Form 
Ottawa Area ISD Page 2 of 5 



  

  

  

  

 

 

Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Superintendent, Special 
Education Director and ISD 
consultant 

Met with ISD Technical Assistance 
Consultant to review our data and 
develop an action plan for monitoring 
the percentage of students who take 
the MI-Access and training staff. 

04/29/2024 Completed 

Special Education Director Reviewed IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with 
state standards. 

07/18/2024 Completed 

Special Education Director Reviewed flagged cases for students 
whose primary disability is not 
consistent with the definition of a 
"student with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. 

07/18/2024 Completed 

Program Teachers The special education director trained 
program teachers (ASD and CI) on 
requirements documented in the MI-
Access Participation Memo and the 
decision-making process. 

11/08/2024 Completed 

All Special Education 
Professionals 

The special education director will 
train all special education 
professionals on requirements 
documented in the MI-Access 
Participation Memo and the decision-
making process. 

06/01/2024 Planned 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Holland City School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Holland City School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1428 36 2.5 

Mathematics 1441 35 2.4 

Science 660 10 1.5 

Social Studies 654 5 0.8 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

4183 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 86 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

10 

Adjusted Total 4173 

Adjusted Participation Number 76 

Adjusted Rate 1.8% 

Please describe other justification: 

The data provided in Catamaran does not match to data on the BAA/OAEE. I would like to 
discuss this further. Also, I'm wondering if students were counted more than one time. It 
would be helpful to have clear steps from MDE of where to verify data and compare the 
data. Because of this, it is difficult to verify and project actual data. I cannot accurately 
provide the total number of students because each subject area could be different, 
depending on grade level (and subject). 
Additionally the front page does not allow anything but to validate the data provided. For 
example there is not a box to check to say the data maybe or is inaccurate. The front page 
does not break the data down to indicate that the count is for 3-8 and 11 or other relevant 
information. 
I am not sure if on the above table, when asked for the "total number of students" taking 
the spring assessments, first row, means to add the total number of students or 
assessments. The table from page one has a total tested number, which indicates students 
being counted more than once. Additional direction would be appreciated. I am not 
confident this is correct, based on the data provided, documented data through other sites 
and projected data for students. 
Thank you 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 2.5%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1406 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 35 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 2.5% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Teachers 
and Administrators 

Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with 
State Standards. 

02/07/2024 Completed 

Special Education Teachers 
and Administrators 

Review IEP goals and objectives to 
see if and how they are aligned with 
State Standards. 

02/21/2024 Completed 

Targeted Special Education 
Teachers 

Special Education Director sent out 
results from alternative assessments, 
reviewed with staff as a follow up and 
made adjustments as needed. 

01/23/2024 Completed 

Targeted Special Education 
Teachers 

Reviewed flagged cases for students 
who scored "Surpassed the 
Standards" performance category on 
MI-Access. Special Education Director 
sent out results from alternative 
assessments, reviewed with staff as a 
follow up and made adjustments as 
needed. 

01/23/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Teachers Reviewed the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from MDE/OSE and determined 
steps to support IEP team training and 
implementation of the requirements 

03/06/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Teachers Reviewed the MI-Access Participation 
Memo from MDE/OSE and determined 
steps to support IEP team training and 
implementation of the requirements 

03/20/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Teachers Powerpoint provided to train staff and 
reference regarding MI-Acess 
Participation, including Memo 

03/20/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Teachers Reviewed Student Services Drive 
(various settings and dates) with 
revised 1% justification information. 

11/01/2024 Completed 

Targeted Special Education 
Teachers, Administrators and 
Deans 

Director sent email with new guidance 
from MDE with links, flowchart and 
rubric. Guidance was provided to 
teams in this email as well as a link to 
the Spotlight for more information. 

11/22/2024 Completed 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Hudsonville Public School District 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Hudsonville Public School District: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 3711 49 1.3 

Mathematics 3714 47 1.3 

Science 1549 28 1.8 

Social Studies 1529 12 0.8 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 
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Please describe other justification: 

The District operates regional programming for Programs for Students with ASD and MOCI 
Programs for the K-12 continuum. Students who require these programs to receive FAPE can 
participate in these programs regardless of their primary eligibility category. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 3755 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 54 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.4% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

School Administrators State Assessment Selection Process; 
In Person 

08/08/2024 Completed 

Special Education Teachers 
and Providers 

State Assessment Selection Process; 
In Person 

08/20/2024 Completed 

Special Education Teachers 
and Providers, School 
Administrators 

State Assessment Selection Process; 
Newsletter 

01/31/2025 Planned 

Special Education Teachers State Assessment Selection Process; 
Virtual 

11/01/2024 Completed 
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Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 

þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
Math The District will convene a team to review and interpret the provided data and develop 

a action plan to address potential sources of the disproportionality. 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

2691 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 44 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

0 

Adjusted Total 2691 

Adjusted Participation Number 44 

Adjusted Rate 1.6% 

Please describe other justification: 

District uses the State of Michigan Student Assessment flowchart in determining placement 
for Mi-Access. During, the 2024 school year a higher number of students were determined 
to need Mi-ACCESS due to severity of disability. The district is reviewing processes for 
decision making. 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.6%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 3812 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 37 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Special Education Teachers 
and Diagnostic Staff 

ISD provided 1% Mi-ACCESS 
requirements virtual training with 
provided instructional packet 

10/23/2024 Completed 

All Special Education Staff Newsletter with Mi-ACCESS decision 
making flowchart sent to all staff 

02/06/2024 Completed 

Disproportionality 

The district reported disproportionality in participation in the alternate assessment. Please 
indicate below each sub-group of disproportionality, the subject for which disproportionate 
use was demonstrated, as well as the district plan to address the indicated issues of 
disproportionality. 
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þEconomically Disadvantaged Status 

Subject Plan 
Math The district has reviewed each student, analyzed the data , used rubric for Mi-ACCESS 

determination and created action plans for each student. 

Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Member District 
Exceeding 1% Cap Justification Form 

FY 2024-2025 

Member District: Spring Lake Public Schools 

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) places a 1% cap on alternate assessment (MI-
Access) participation at the state level. Member districts that contribute to the state 
exceeding its participation cap must submit information to the Intermediate School District 
(ISD) justifying the need to exceed the 1% threshold. In addition, ISDs that run programs 
(functioning as a member district) must complete the form as a member district. 

Each ISD collects information from member districts to submit to the state. 

Data 

Below are the 1% Participation Rates for Spring Lake Public Schools: 

Content Area Total Tested Alternate Tested 
Spring 2024 

Participation 
Rate 

English Language Arts 1231 17 1.4 

Mathematics 1229 17 1.4 

Science 549 9 1.6 

Social Studies 533 5 0.9 

þ By checking this box, the user acknowledges the data in the above table can be verified 
against the district level data provided in the ISD level report. 

Contributing Factors 

Did the district test fewer than 500 students total using statewide assessments? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Did the district operate a center-based program or regional collaborative for students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities (serving students from in and outside of the district 
within a region or ISD)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Utilizing the Alternate Assessment data (page 1), complete the following table. 
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Assessment Data Table Number 

Total number of students taking spring summative assessments in grade 3-8 and 11 only 
(M-STEP + PSAT Grade 8 + SAT + MI-Access). 

1196 

Total Number of students tested with MI-Access in grades 3-8 and 11. 17 

Students from outside the district placed in district’s regional center-based program by IEP 
team (do not include students who are residents of the district or who have enrolled through 
school of choice processes). 

6 

Adjusted Total 1190 

Adjusted Participation Number 11 

Adjusted Rate 0.9% 

Please describe other justification: 

Spring Lake houses two SXI program classrooms where students attend from other districts. 
This increases our number of students taking MiAccess 

2025 Projected Participation Rate 

Projected Participation Rate 2024 Number 

District’s Projected Participation Rate for 2024 
(per the response on the 2023 alternate assessment projected participation form) 1.1%% 

Using students’ IEP information, Michigan School Data System (MSDS), and other current 
data, complete the following table to calculate the 2025 projected participation rate. 

Projected Participation Rate 2025 Number 

Total number of students enrolled in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 with or without an IEP 1196 

Total number of students whose IEPs designate MI-Access for state summative assessments 
in any content area 17 

Projected Participation Rate for 2025 1.4% 
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Local Plan 

Member districts are expected to provide professional development and technical assistance 
to staff to ensure high expectations are being held for all students, including students with 
the most significant cognitive disabilities. This includes reviewing local data, IEPs, student 
outcomes, and ISD feedback as part of that process. 

Did the district provide professional development to new and existing staff regarding the 
definition of “Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabilities”? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use a formal process to review and record decisions made by IEP Teams 
regarding assessment selection? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district use outcomes data (current and past results from MI-Access, district level 
data, progress monitoring data, and other formative classroom data) for the purposes of 
targeting instruction for students who took and are designated to take MI-Access? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

Did the district receive feedback on the participation rate for students taking MI-Access with 
recommended action from the ISD as a result of the submitted justification forms last year 
(this may have come later in the spring)? 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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Please outline the professional development and technical assistance provided to staff 
regarding targeting student instruction and assessment selection decisions in the table 
below. This should include activity from January 1, 2024 to current day, as well as any 
planned or scheduled activity that is yet to be carried out for this school year. 

Audience Topics and Method of Training Date Planned/Completed 

Ancillary (OT,PT, SLPs, SSWs, 
Psychs) 

MDE Participation of MiAccess Memo: 
in person with ISD and via email 
MDE Decision Making Tree for 
Alternate Assessments: in person with 
ISD and via email 
Targeted Technical Assistance, 
alternate assessment training manual: 
in person with ISD and via email 

05/13/2024 Completed 

categorical teachers MDE Participation of MiAccess Memo: 
in person via email 
MDE Decision Making Tree for 
Alternate Assessments: in person and 
via email 
Targeted Technical Assistance, 
alternate assessment training manual: 
in person and via email 

04/11/2024 Completed 

resource teachers Targeted Technical Assistance training 
manual which includes MDE state 
assessment info: via email 

09/16/2024 Completed 

Categorical teachers MDE Participation of MiAccess Memo: 
in person 
MDE Decision Making Tree for 
Alternate Assessments: in person 
Targeted Technical Assistance, 
alternate assessment training manual: 
in person 

12/11/2024 Completed 

Ancillary (OT,PT, SLPs, SSWs, 
Psychs) 

MDE Participation of MiAccess Memo: 
in person 
MDE Decision Making Tree for 
Alternate Assessments: in person 
Targeted Technical Assistance, 
alternate assessment training manual: 
in person 

12/09/2024 Completed 

All Special Ed staff MDE Participation of MiAccess Memo: 
reminder email 
MDE Decision Making Tree for 
Alternate Assessments: reminder 
email 
Targeted Technical Assistance, 
alternate assessment training manual: 
reminder email 

01/20/2025 Planned 
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Resources and Technical Assistance 

Does the member district require additional resources and technical assistance from the ISD 
or MDE to ensure students are being assessed using the most appropriate state summative 
assessment tool based on the state guidelines? 

¡ Yes ¤ No 

Assurances 

Please provide the following assurances. 

The member district IEP Team members follow the state guidelines for participation in the 
alternate assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district allows IEP Team members to decide which students take an alternate 
assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 

The member district addresses any issues of disproportionality in statewide assessment. 

¤ Yes ¡ No 
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