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State Superintendent Dr. Michael F. Rice talks with the 2024-25 Michigan Teacher of the Year Kelley Cusmano and 
English Language Arts teacher Michaela Youngs at Rochester High School on May 7, 2024 (PHOTO: Bob Wheaton) 

    

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines  to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Spotlight%20Cover%20Photo
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NEWS INFO 
Announcing the Enhanced DRC 
INSIGHT Testing Engine 

Beginning this fall, all assessments using 
the Data Recognition Corporation’s DRC 
INSIGHT test engine will use the new, upgrad-
ed Enhanced Student Experience (ESE) user 
interface. The ESE provides a clean, stream-
lined look for students and complies with the 
guidelines of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

Essential Note: So students can become 
familiar with the new ESE interface, they 
must be given an opportunity to view the 
Student Tutorials (https://assets.drcedirect. 
com/States/MI/Tutorials/Student/current/in-
dex.html) and to complete the Online Tools 
Trainings (https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MI/ 
portals/mi) before testing. 

The DRC Enhanced Student Experience 
Introduction Guide (https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/General/DRC-INSIGHT-Enhanced-Stu-
dent-Experience-Guide.pdf) describes the 
updates students will experience when tak-
ing Early Literacy and Mathematics Bench-
mark, M-STEP, and MI-Access assessments 
this academic year starting with the Fall Early 
Literacy and Mathematics Benchmarks.  

continues on page 3 
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NEWS INFO 
The main ESE updates include: 
• All action and tool buttons are now grouped 

together above the test item with an updated 
design. 

• Button labels appear when the cursor is 
hovered over the button. 

• Navigation arrows (Back and Next arrows) ap-
pear above the item on the left side of the page. 

• Audio tools and settings are available above the 
item at the top-right corner of the page, within 
the Options gear circle. 

• Color Chooser and Contrasting Color have 
been replaced with Color Preferences. 

• Color Preferences can be accessed from any 
page of the assessment using the Options 
gear circle. 

• Notepad replaces Sticky Notes, so students 
have one place to maintain all notes they want 
captured within the item. 

• A more detailed Review page shows an easy-
to-read table that includes: 

• an Unanswered column, where unanswered 
questions are marked with a red exclama-
tion point and links are provided to let the 
student return to those unanswered ques-
tions 

• a Flagged column, where fagged questions 
are clearly shown with a red fag icon 

• a Passage column, where the name of the 
passage connected to the unanswered or 
fagged question is shown (where applica-
ble) 

• a Table Filter that provides easy sorting be-
tween fagged and unanswered questions 

A student may exit a test without submitting it, by 
using either the Pause button and then the Exit 
button, or by using the Exit button at the top-right 
corner of the screen (next to the Options gear 
circle). The student will need to log back into the 
test using their test ticket to complete and submit 
the test. 

Spring 2024 Student-level Reports 
for M-STEP, SAT, PSAT-related, ACT 
WorkKeys, and MI-Access Available 
August 9 

Student-level reports for M-STEP, SAT 
with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9, and 
MI-Access for the Spring 2024 admin-
istrations will be available tomorrow, 
August 9 beginning at 8:00 a.m.  in the 

Dynamic Score Reporting Site, which is accessed 
through the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan. 
gov/oeaa-secure).  

Reminder: Spring 2024 test results are embargoed 
until the public release of Spring 2024 assessment 
results later this summer. Districts and schools 
will be notifed through the Spotlight when the 
embargo has been lifted. 

Important: While individual student results 
may be shared with parents at this time, it is not 
permissible to share any school-, district-, or 
state-level results with parents, the community, or 
other external parties until the embargo is lifted 
by the Michigan Department of Education. School 
board meetings are considered open meetings; 
therefore, the sharing of embargoed assessment 
results at these meetings is not permissible until 
the embargo is lifted. 

Currently Available Student-level Reports: 
Reports for all listed assessments that are currently 
available include: 
• Individual Student Reports (ISRs) 
• Parent Reports  
• Student Overview 
• Student Roster 

continues on page 4 
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NEWS INFO 
To access your school’s student-level reports, log into the OEAA Secure Site and select the Reports tab, 
then select Dynamic Score Reports in the drop-down menu. 

Next, select the Test Cycle, ISD, District, and School for your search criteria. Then, by selecting Search you 
will be directed to the Dynamic Score Reporting Site where you can view your reports. 

Printed Parent Reports and Student Record Labels will arrive in schools in late August. Aggregate 
reports will be available later this summer. Watch the Spotlight for details. 
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NEWS INFO 
Fall 2024 Early Literacy and 
Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments Resources Available 

The Fall 2024 Early Literacy 
and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments test administration 
window is opening soon. The 
administration window runs from 

August 19 through October 25, 2024. 

In support of the administration, the following 
resources are available on the Early Literacy and 
Benchmark Assessment web page (www.michi-
gan.gov/earlylitandmath): 

• List of Important Dates (www.michigan.gov/ 
mde-assessmentcalendar) 

• Test Administration Manual (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/ 
Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_TAM.pdf)  

• Grade K Online Test Directions (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/ 
ELMBA-Kindergarten-Online-Test-Directions. 
pdf) 

• Grade 1 Online Test Directions (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/ 
ELMBA-Grade-1-Online-Test-Directions.pdf) 

• Grade 2 Online Test Directions (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/ 
ELMBA-Grade-2-Online-Test-Directions-(1).pdf) 

As a reminder, these assessments are free to 
schools and districts. The Early Literacy and Math-
ematics Benchmark Assessments are on the ap-
proved Initial Assessments Lists (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/1718_ 
Initial_Assessment_List.pdf) for Michigan’s Read 
by Grade Three Reading Law (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards/litera-
cy/early-literacy-read-by-grade-three-law). 

These assessments also meet the criteria of the 
Benchmark Assessment Law, Public Act 120, 
Sec. 104h (https://www.legislature.mi.gov/docu-
ments/2023-2024/publicact/htm/2024-PA-0120. 
htm). 
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NEWS INFO 
Spring 2024 WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 
Student Score Data File Available 

The Spring 2024 WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs Student Score Data File is now 
available. To download your school’s 
student data fles, log into the OEAA 
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/ 

oeaa-secure), go to the Report menu, and select 
Student Score Data Files. 

These student data fles contain profciency data 
(performance levels and scale scores) as well as 
growth scores (Student Growth Percentiles: SGPs) 
and growth targets (Adequate Growth Percentiles: 
AGPs). Note: Only student-level data for students 
who tested in your district are included in these 
student data fles. For additional information, re-
fer to the Meeting Adequate Growth document 
(www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Web-
sites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/General/Meeting_ 
Adequate_Growth.pdf). 

If you have questions about accessing the Student 
Score Data File from the Offce of Educational As-
sessment and Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site, 
send an email to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov, or 
contact the call center at 877-560-8378 and select 
option 1. 

Spring 2024 WIDA ACCESS Reports 
Available on WIDA AMS 

In WIDA AMS, district-level us-
ers may view both district-level 
and school-level reporting 
(school-level users may view 
school-level reporting only). 

Note: Test Administrators do not have permission 
to view reports. 

Use the following directions at WIDA AMS (https:// 
www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login) 
to access reports: 

To access the Score Reports in WIDA AMS: 
1. Select the Download Student and Status Re-

ports tile from the landing page. 
2. Select Published Reports from the left-hand 

navigation window. 
3. Select the District, School, and Registration 

Window (as applicable). 
4. Select Display Reports. 
The Individual Student Report for Families is also 
available in various languages within Reporting 
Services. 

To access the translated Individual Student Report 
for Families in WIDA AMS: 
1. Select the Download Student and Status 

Reports tile from the landing page.  
2. Select Batch Download from the left-hand 

navigation window. 
3. Select ACCESS Translated. 
4. Filter by the Registration Window, State, 

District, School, and Language (as applicable). 
5. Select Display Students. 

Results can be further refned by entering in 
Student Name, SSID, Date of Birth, or Grade 
in the header for each column in the Student 
Table.  

6. Select the student(s) in the table. 
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NEWS INFO 
7. Select Download All Selected. 
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Reports Arrive in 
Districts on August 20 

Reminder: ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports will 
arrive on Tuesday, August 20, 2024. 

Your district will receive a shipment of boxes with 
affxed yellow labels containing ACCESS for ELLs 
and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports doc-
uments. 

All deliveries are “ship-to-district,” meaning the 
district will receive the shipment for each of their 
schools. 

This shipment will contain the following reports: 
• Grades K-12 ACCESS for ELLs School Frequency 

Distribution Reports 
• Grades K-12 ACCESS for ELLs School Roster 

Reports 
• Grades K-12 ACCESS for ELLs Individual 

Student Reports 
• Grades 1-12 Alternate ACCESS for ELLs School 

Frequency Distribution Reports (if applicable) 
• Grades 1-12 Alternate ACCESS for ELLs School 

Roster Reports (if applicable) 
• Grades 1-12 Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Individu-

al Student Reports (if applicable) 

Score Report Resources 
WIDA offers several online resources for commu-
nication to educators, families, and students in the 
WIDA Resource Library (https://wida.wisc.edu/re-
sources?keys=). 

These resources can be accessed using the flter 
for ‘Topic’ of “Scores and Reports” or the flter ‘Type’ 
of “ACCESS for ELLs Parent Handouts:” 

ACCESS for ELLs: 
• What is ACCESS for ELLs? — a two-page fy-

er that provides parents with answers to sev-
eral basic questions about ACCESS for ELLs 
(available in multiple languages) 

• ACCESS for ELLs: Understanding your Child’s 
Scores — a two-page document that summa-
rizes key information for parents from the full 
ACCESS for ELLs Interpretive Guide for Score 
Reports (available in multiple languages) 

• ACCESS for ELLs Interpretive Guide for Score 
Reports — a comprehensive document provid-
ing information on understanding the scores 
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NEWS INFO 
New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA 
Screener Overview Webinars 

Two duplicate online webinars will provide 
administrators with a general overview of WIDA 
test coordinators’ responsibilities for all WIDA 
assessments and provide introductory informa-
tion about how to get started accessing and ad-
ministering the WIDA Screener assessments 
(grades K-12). 

Register here (https://forms.gle/t4rPba7eoUGvN-
V7S9) 

New test coordinators are encouraged to join one 
of the duplicate webinars, scheduled for: 
• Wednesday, August 21, 2024, 10-11:00 a.m. 
• Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 2-3:00 p.m. 

The webinars will be recorded. 

Note: These online webinars are not replacements 
for required test coordinator training in the WIDA 
Secure Portal. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2025 Test Dates 

The Spring 2025 testing window 
for the Michigan Department 
of Education-provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 is 
April 7-25, 2025.  

Schools will have the fexibili-
ty to test on any day within the 
approved window at any time 
during the school day, and they 
may use multiple days within the 
window for testing if they prefer. 
However, the assessments are 
still timed, and students must 
complete testing in one sitting 
unless they have accommoda-
tions that allow for two-day test-
ing.  

All tests, including makeup tests, 
must be completed between 
April 7-25. Students will not be 
able to complete assessments 
after April 25. Upcoming Spot-
light newsletters will contain 
information on staff training, 
key deadlines, and preparation 
for the 2024-25 administration 
of the College Board Suite of 
Assessments. 

School Establishment 
and the Educational 
Entity Master (EEM) 

School establishment is the 
process through which Michigan 
schools are identifed as partici-
pating in the state assessments 
and are set up for spring testing 
in College Board systems.  

It is important for schools to 
review and, if necessary, up-
date their information in the 
Educational Entity Master (EEM) 
(http://www.michigan.gov/eem), 
which serves as Michigan’s re-
pository of education systems 
and contact information. 

College Board will use the data 
in EEM to identify contact infor-
mation for testing staff and to 
establish schools for testing. Test 
coordinators, backup test coor-
dinators, Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) Coordina-
tors, and building-level technol-
ogy directors must be assigned 
in EEM in order for schools to be 
set up for testing. 

For each College Board assess-
ment (SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, & 
PSAT 8/9 for grades 8 and 9), the 
following information is required 
for school test coordinators, 
backup school test coordinators, 
SSD Coordinators, and technolo-
gy directors: 

• First Name 
• Last Name 
• Email 
• Telephone Number 
• Complete Entity Physical 

Address (Street Address, City, 
State, Zip Code) 

Note: The mailing address must 
be the physical district or school 
address associated with the test 
coordinator record. Make sure 
each of the felds above is accu-
rate and complete for all appli-
cable roles. Any incorrect data in 
EEM could prevent your school’s 
establishment. 

Assessment Spring 2025 Testing Window 

SAT with Essay 

April 7-25, 2025 
PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 for Grade 9 

PSAT 8/9 for Grade 8 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (selection Option 1) 

Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Upcoming Scores and 
Reporting Webinar 

On August 22, 2024, College 
Board will host a statewide 
Scores and Reporting webinar 
for SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, and 
PSAT 10 administrations. 

All test staff, counselors, and 
school administrators are invit-
ed to attend to gain insight into 
accessing and interpreting SAT 
Suite scores in the K12 Reporting 
Portal. 

Register here (https://college-
board.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_kqKnMzwJSba0AElG-
4T90Rg#/registration).  

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (selection Option 1) 

Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.ET) 
Email for Accommodations Questions: INFO 
ACTStateAccoms@act.org 

Spring 2024 Score Reports Delivery and Returned Shipments 

School-level and student-level paper reports are scheduled to be delivered August 5-9, 2024, to the mail-
ing address of the WorkKeys Test Coordinator listed in the Educational Entity Master (EEM) (www.michi-
gan.gov/eem) as of July 1, 2024. 

Refer to the the Spotlight newsletter - August 1, 2024 issue  (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/Spotlight-Newsletter/Spotlight-08-01-2024.pdf) for more information about: 

• what is included in the reports shipment 
• National Career Readiness Certifcates (NCRCs) 
• student access to myworkkeys.com (www.myworkkeys.com) 
• score embargo 

If you have not yet received your reports, ensure the mailing information in the EEM system is current. If it 
is out of date, contact your district’s authorized EEM user to update the EEM system as soon as possible. If 
you are not sure who the authorized EEM user is, use the District and School Contact page on the OEAA 
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) to retrieve the name and contact information for your dis-
trict. Note: Nonpublic schools that need to update their information in the EEM must call 517-241-5385 or 
email nonpublicschools@michigan.gov. 

Instructions for using the District and School Contacts page are available at the Secure Site Training web 
page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining), under the Miscellaneous section. 

ACT will begin reshipping returned package(s) on August 19, 2024. 

• If the package(s) was returned because the school is/was closed for the summer, it will be reshipped 
to the WorkKeys Test Coordinator at the mailing address listed in EEM. 

• If the package(s) was returned because the school is permanently closed, it will be shipped to the Dis-
trict Assessment Coordinator at the mailing address listed in EEM. 

• If the district is also closed, reports will be shipped to the Michigan Department of Education. 
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TRAINING 
College Board Scores and Reporting 
Webinar 

• Thursday, August 22, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 
Register here (https://collegeboard.zoom.us/ 
webinar/register/WN_kqKnMzwJSba0AElG-
4T90Rg#/registration) 

College Board will host a statewide Scores and 
Reporting webinar for SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, 
and PSAT 10 administrations. All test staff, counsel-
ors, and school administrators are invited to attend 
to gain insight into accessing and interpreting SAT 
Suite scores in the K12 Reporting Portal. 

OEAA Accountability Workshops 

• Monday, September 30, 2024 
Oakland Schools (Waterford) 

• Date Announced Soon  
Kent ISD (Grand Rapids) 

• Date Announced Soon 
Virtual/Online 

New to school accountability or need a 
refresher? The Michigan Department of Education 
Offce of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) Accountability Team is holding two 
free, in-person learning sessions, along with one 
virtual session, this fall. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
AUGUST 2024 

19 

21 

22 

  

 

  

  

  

 

ELMBA Test Administration Window; open through October 25, 2024 

New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar 

College Board Statewide Scores & Reporting Webinar 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

OEAA Accountability Workshop, Oakland Schools (Waterford) 

New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar 17 

30 

TBD Date Announced Soon: OEAA Accountability Workshop, Virtual/Online 

Date Announced Soon: OEAA Accountability Workshop, Kent ISD (Grand Rapids) TBD 

12 

https://collegeboard.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kqKnMzwJSba0AElG4T90Rg#/registration
https://collegeboard.zoom.us
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REMINDERS 
Pre-ID and Test Session Setup for ELMB is Available 

Schools may pre-identify students in grades K-2 to the Fall 
2024 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments 
in the Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
(OEAA) Secure Site (www.michigan. gov/oeaa-secure) any time 
before testing. 

The Fall 2024 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments’ test 
administration window for kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 students is 
August 19 – October 25, 2024. 

For the Fall 2024 administration, there are several options for 
pre-identifcation. For details, see the Spotlight newsletter – August 1, 2024 
issue, (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/Spotlight-Newsletter/Spotlight-08-01-2024.pdf), page 6. 

2024-25 Early Literacy And Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments Coordinator Administration Training 

The administration training for the Fall 2024 and Winter 
2025 Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments is posted to the DRC INSIGHT Portal (https:// 
mi.drcedirect.com) under General Information – Docu-
ments (document type: Training Presentations & FAQs). 

New enhancements have been made to the testing engine that 
will impact students’ testing experience. This training is critical for 
all school and district staff members who will be administering the 
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments this fall. 

2024-25 DRC Insight Technology Installation and 
Setup Training For Technology Coordinators 

The 2024-2025 DRC INSIGHT Technology Installation & Setup 
Training for Technology Coordinators has been 
recorded and can be accessed in the 
DRC INSIGHT Portal (https://mi.drcedirect.com) under 
General Information – Documents (document type: 
Training Presentations & FAQs). 

13 

http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Spotlight-Newsletter/Spotlight-08-01-2024.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Spotlight-Newsletter/Spotlight-08-01-2024.pdf
https://mi.drcedirect.com
https://mi.drcedirect.com
https://mi.drcedirect.com
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Aug 8, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

MME Michigan Merit Exam OEAA Offce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability 

MSDS Michigan Student Data System SCECH State Continuing Education Clock 
Hours 

M-STEP Michigan Student Test of 
Educational Progress 

SIS Student Information System 

MVL Michigan Virtual Learning TTS Text to Speech 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; OEAA Secure Site; administration of the M-STEP, 
MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics Assessments; and Accountability Reporting 

Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT or Workkeys testing: 
Option 1 - For issues related to eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - For issues related to administration of the College Board, PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10 or the SAT 
Option 3 - For issues related to administration of the Workkeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to the WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment: Call 866-276-7735 
for assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 14 
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