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Dequindre, a Michigan Math and Science Academy student, works on a robot demonstrating hands-on STEM 
education, fostering innovation, and technical skills in a supportive environment. Photo Credit: Lutfullah Dogan, 
Michigan Math and Science Academy 

    

 
 

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO 

Michigan Students Improve on 
Most State Tests 

Michigan students performed better than 
last year in most grades and in most sub-
jects on state assessments, according to 2024 
M-STEP and SAT/PSAT scores released by the 
Michigan Department of Education (MDE). 

The percentage of students who scored 
as profcient or advanced increased on 13 
of 20 tests, was the same on one test, and 
decreased on six tests. Improvements were 
particularly noteworthy on the state-admin-
istered M-STEP math tests, with Michigan’s 
students improving at all grades tested on 
the M-STEP – grades 3-7 – for the second year 
in a row. These results continue the prog-
ress from last year, when Michigan students 
improved on 15 of 20 assessments. 

Read the full news release here (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/news-and-information/ 
press-releases/2024/08/28/michigan-stu-
dents-improve-on-most-state-tests). 
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NEWS INFO 
Register Now for Fall School 
Accountability Workshops 

Are you new to school accountability or need a re-
fresher? Would you like to learn more about navi-
gating, interpreting, and using school accountabil-
ity reports and data? 

The Offce ofEducational Assess-
ment and Accountability (OEAA) 
Accountability Team is holding 
two free, in-person learning 
workshops this fall. For those in-
terested in a remote option or who 
are unable to attend in-person, 
we are also hosting a single virtu-
al session without the interactive 
activities of the in-person work-
shops. Space is limited for the 
in-person events, so register to-
day to guarantee your spot! The 
virtual session does not require pre-registration. 

For more information these workshops and to 
register, click here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2024) 

Public WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Reports 
Available on MiSchoolData 

The Spring 2024 WIDA ACCESS for ELLs (English 
Language Learners) assessment results are now 
available on the MiSchoolData website. These re-
ports provide public-facing district and statewide 
results for each year of WIDA administration, as 
well as trend data.  

To view these reports, go to MiSchoolData (www. 
mischooldata.org). Select K-12th Grade, then 
English Learner Data, and then select English 
Learner Dashboard or English Learner Assess-
ment. For questions about these reports, contact 
the Center for Educational Performance and Infor-
mation (CEPI) by email to CEPI@michigan.gov. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2025 Test Dates 

The Spring 2025 
testing window 
for the Michigan 
Department of 
Education-provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 is 
April 7-25, 2025.  

For additional information about 
the Spring 2025 test administra-
tion window, see the Spotlight 
newsletter -  August 1, 2024 issue 
(https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ). 

Assessment Testing 
Window 

SAT with Essay 

April 7-25, 2025 

PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 9 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 8 

School Establishment 
and the Educational Enti-
ty Master (EEM) 

It is important for 
schools to review 
and, if necessary, 
update their infor-
mation in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (http://www.mich-
igan.gov/eem), which serves as 
Michigan’s repository of educa-
tion systems and contact infor-
mation. 

See the Spotlight newsletter - 
August 1, 2024 issue (https://bit. 
ly/4dRQurZ) for details regard-
ing the information that must 
be entered for each role in EEM. 

Scores and Reporting 
Webinar Recording 

On August 22, 2024, 
College Board host-
ed a statewide 
webinar on Scores 
and Reporting for SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 8/9, and PSAT 10.  

A recording of the seminar 
(https: //www.michigan.gov/ 
m d e /s e r v i c e s /s t u d e n t - a s  -
s e s s m e n t /m i c h i g a n - m e r  -
i t - e x a m i n a t i o n - m m e /  
training/mme-psat-grade-8-test-
administration-training) is now 
available on the MME webpage 
(http://www.michigan.gov/mme) 
and PSAT webpage (http://www. 
michigan.gov/psat), under the 
Training Videos/PPT link (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/ser-
vices/student-assessment/mich-
igan-merit-examination-mme/ 
training/mme-psat-grade-8-
test-administration-training). 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Updating Educational 
Entity Master (EEM) 

An important frst step in 
preparing for the Spring 2025 
ACT WorkKeys assessments is 
to ensure that your building/ 
school’s WorkKeys Test Coordi-
nator’s correct contact name, 
email address, phone number, 
and mailing address (cannot be 
a post offce box) is listed in the 
Educational Entity Master (EEM) 
(www.michigan.gov/eem). 

Note: Ensuring that the Work-
Keys Test Coordinator contact 
information is accurate must 
be done for each school in the 
district, not just in the district-
level information. 

ACT uses the information in the 
EEM to call and send emails to 
the Workkeys Test Coordinators, 
and to ship test materials to the 
appropriate locations. Inaccurate 
information will result in critical 
information not being received 
in a timely manner, delays in 
the receipt of test materials, and 
an ACT call center agent being 
unable to verify your identity. 

If the information in the EEM 
for your building/school is inac-
curate, contact your authorized 
district EEM user to update it no 
later than Friday, September 13, 
2024, to ensure your school re-
ceives the necessary information 
to start the Manage Participation 
process in November. 

Note: Updating EEM informa-
tion can only be done by the 
district’s authorized EEM user. 
If you are not sure who your 
authorized EEM user is, use the 
District and School Contact page 
on the OEAA Secure Site (www. 
michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) to 
retrieve their name and contact 
information. 
• 

• 

Instructions for using the 
District and School Con-
tact page are available at 
www.michigan.gov/secure-
sitetraining under the Mis-
cellaneous section. 
Nonpublic schools: Call 
517-241-5385 or email non-
p u b l i c s c h o o l s @ m i c h i  -
gan.gov to update your 
information in the EEM. 

An article titled “The Time is 
Now! Update School and District 
Contacts in the EEM for the 2024-
25 School Year” in the Spotlight 
newsletter - August 1, 2024 issue 
(https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ), page 7, 
contains additional informa-
tion on why this review/update 
is needed, as well as the list of 
contacts to be reviewed. 
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ASSESSMENT LITERACY INFO 
Assessment Literacy 101 

Assessment Literacy is the set of beliefs, knowl-
edge, and practices about assessment that 
lead a teacher, administrator, policymaker, or 
student to use assessment to improve stu-
dent learning and achievement. Assessment 
Literacy helps educators understand the 
appropriate use of assessments and assessment 
data to improve student learning. Educators can 
beneft from learning more about the following: 

• assessment tools and strategies used and their 
purposes 

• the types of assessment that can best match 
objectives 

• the strengths and shortcomings of the various 
types of measures 

• how results from all types of assessments 
can be used to improve student learning and 
achievement 

Fundamental to assessment literacy is understand-
ing the concepts of validity, reliability, fairness, and 
the appropriate use of assessment data. These pillars 
are validity, reliability, fairness, score reporting, and 
formative practices versus affective assessments. 

• Validity is confdence – supported by evidence 
– in the accuracy of score-based inferences 
about test-takers. 

• Reliability is the consistency with which a test 
measures what it is intended to measure..1 It 
is calculated using three types of evidence: 
test-retest reliability, alternate-form reliability, 
and internal consistency reliability. 

• Fairness is the degree to which a test contains 
measures that are free of bias. 

• Score Reporting – well-designed reports help 
educators improve student learning. 

• Formative Assessment is a research-based pro-
cess in which teachers and students use class-
room assessments to make adjustments that 
dramatically improve students’ learning. 

• Affective Assessment is a method used to eval-
uate a student’s emotional, social, and attitudi-
nal aspects.2 

Assessment literacy uses its own terminology 
to describe activities in the feld. The Michigan 
Assessment Consortium (www.michiganassess-
mentconsortium.org), a trusted resource and part-
ner, has written a Learning Point— “What’s in a 
name?”—to clarify terminology and, in some cases, 
explain some misconceptions about some of the 
terms, providing valuable guidance to profession-
als in the feld. 

1 Christ, T., & Cramer, R. (2020). The Literacy Edu-
cator\u27s No-Nonsense Guide to Standard-
ized Assessment. (https://core.ac.uk/down-
load/363359631.pdf) 

2 AFFECTIVE ASSESSMENT | OER Commons (https:// 
oercommons.org/courseware/lesson/105247/ 
overview) 
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ASSESSMENT LITERACY INFO 
-Assessment Literacy 101 - Resources: 

• Assessment Literacy Standards: A National 
Imperative (https://www.michiganassess-
mentconsortium.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
ALS_2024.pdf) 
(Michigan Assessment Consortium, 2024) 

• Assessment Literacy for Michigan Education 
(www.tinyurl.com/assessment-literacy-Roe-
ber-11) 
(Roeber, 2011) 

• What fundamental understandings are neces-
sary for assessment literacy? (2018_Nov_FUN-
DAMENTAL_UNDERSTANDINGS_ASSESS-
MENT_LITERACY-3.pdf) 
(Michigan Assessment Consortium, 2018) 

• Assessment Literacy for Educators in a Hur-
ry (www.ascd.org/publications/books/119009. 
aspx) 
W. James Popham (ASCD, 2018.) 

• An Introduction to Student-Involved Assess-
ment for Learning (https://a.co/d/arly0vh) 
Rick Stiggins and Jan Chapuis (7th ed. 2017) 

• ALN Learning Point: What’s in a name? How 
the ALN uses key assessment terms (https:// 
www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/ 
wp-content/uploads/2017_Dec_KEY-ASSESS-
MENT-TERMS3-1.pdf) 
(Michigan Assessment Consortium, 2017) 

Assessment Literacy 101 - 
Put Into Practice: 

1. Visit the Michigan Assessment Consortium’s 
website (www.michiganassessmentconsor-
tium.org) ) to better understand how assess-
ment literacy supports good assessment 
practice and quality, comprehensive, balanced 
assessment systems. 

2. Learn the types of assessments: Summative 
Assessments, Interim Benchmark Assess-
ments, and Formative Assessments. 

3. Become familiar with assessment language 
and terminology. 

4. Read the Spotlight newsletter (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assess-
ment/spotlight-newsletter) and watch for 
monthly Assessment Literacy articles to deep-
en your understanding of Assessment Literacy 
throughout the year. 
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New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar (see Training above)

TRAINING 
Michigan Data Hub Benchmark 
Reporting Requirements Webinar 

• Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 10:30 a.m. 
Register here (https://midatahub.zoom.us/ 
meeting/register/tZYkcu6urTIiG9GhJ4t-
KUHmtBNCmCGG9TgmC#/registration) 

New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA 
Screener Overview Webinar 

• Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 
Register here (https://forms.gle/t4rPba7e-
oUGvNV7S9) 

School Accountability Workshops 

• Monday, September 30, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Oakland Schools, Waterford 

• Tuesday, October 1, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Kent ISD, Grand Rapids 

• Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Virtual (Microsoft Teams) 

• Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2024) 
to attend the workshops 

IMPORTANT DATES 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

11 Michigan Data Hub Benchmark Reporting Requirements Webinar (see Training above) 

17 New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar (see Training above) 

30 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Oakland Schools, Waterford (see Training above) 

OCTOBER 2024 

01 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Kent ISD, Grand Rapids (see Training above) 

02 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Virtual on Microsoft Teams (see Training above) 

25 ELMBA Test Administration Window open through October 25, 2024 
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REMINDERS 
2023-2024 Graduation Rate Appeals Window 

The Center for Educational Performance 
and Information (CEPI) opened the 2023-
2024 Graduation Rate Appeal Window on Au-
gust 5, 2024. Graduation rates can only be ap-
pealed during the Graduation Rate Appeals 
Window in the Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) through 
September 11, 2024. 

CEPI will host virtual offce hours on Friday, August 30,  10 -11 a.m. This 
session will provide an overview of Graduation and Dropout Informa-
tion (GAD) Appeals, along with time for districts 
to ask questions regarding GAD. 

• Click here to join the GAD offce hours (https://bit.ly/4duU8Ix) 
• Phone in (audio only): 1-248-509-0316 

Phone Conference ID: 824 172 333# 

For the most up-to-date information on the appeals window, visit 
the CEPI MSDS Graduation and Dropout Information web page 
(https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/pk-12/msds/grad-drop). 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: AUG 29, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

CEPI Center for Educational Performance 
and Education 

EEM Educational Enitity Master 

MSDS Michigan Student Data System 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 10 
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