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Help us celebrate Michigan schools by showcasing your school or district. Send us your photo! 
See details below. 

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21


TABLE OF 
CONTENTS 
NEWS INFO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

COLLEGE BOARD INFO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

ACT WORKKEYS INFO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

TRAINING . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

IMPORTANT DATES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

OEAA ACRONYMS  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 

NEWS INFO 
3-Year Summative Testing Schedule 
Now Available 

The 2025-2027 3-Year Summative Test-
ing Schedule (https://www.michigan.gov/ 
mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
Assessment-Calendars/3-Year-Summa-
tive-Testing-Schedule.pdf) is now available 
on the Offce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability (OEAA) Assessment Cal-
endars web page (https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/services/student-assessment/as-
sessment-calendars). The schedule displays 
the planned testing windows for the 2025, 
2026, and 2027 school years for the following 
assessments: 
• ACT WorkKeys 
• MI-Access 
• M-STEP 
• PSAT 8/9 
• PSAT 10 
• SAT with Essay 
• WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 
• WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/3-Year-Summative-Testing-Schedule.pdf
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NEWS INFO 
Additional ACT WorkKeys Testing Window 
Added for Spring 2025 
For Spring 2025 state summative testing, an 
additional testing window has 
been added for the ACT WorkKeys 
assessment. Schools may choose 
either Window 1 or Window 2 for initial 
testing, but schools may not test during both Win-
dow 1 and Window 2.  
• Test Window 1  

Initial Test Day: March 27, 2025 
(March 27 – April 9, 2025 for accommodation 
testing)  

• Test Window 2 
Initial Test Day: April 10, 2025 
(April 10 – April 23, 2025 for accommodation 
testing) 

• Makeup Window for students who missed 
testing during Window 1 or Window 2 
Test Day: April 24, 2025 
(April 24 – April 30, 2025 for accommodation 
testing) 

WIDA Summative Testing Window Expansions 
The WIDA ACCESS for ELLs and WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS for ELLs assessment window has been 
temporarily expanded to a 10-week window 
through 2027. This will provide fexibility for schools 
with large numbers of students who may be 
observing Ramadan. The 2025 summative WIDA 
window is scheduled for January 27, 2025 – April 4, 
2025. 
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NEWS INFO 
Benchmark Assessments Fact Sheet 
and FAQ Available 

The 2024-25 version of the Benchmark 
Assessment Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ) document (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-As-
sessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf) is now avail-
able on the Offce of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability (OEAA) Benchmark Assessments 
web page (www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmar-
kassessments). 

Every year, the Michigan legislature updates 
the state’s benchmark assessment law. This was 
done for the 2024-25 school year in MCL Sec-
tion 388.1704h.amended (https://www.legisla-
ture.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-388-1704h-
amended.pdf). The following is new this year: 

1. Benchmark assessments are still optional 
(although highly encouraged) unless funding 
is being requested (this is technically not a 
change).  

2. The $12.50 per K-8 membership student has 
been replaced. Now, the full allocated amount 
of $11,500,000 will be split evenly on a per-
student basis (still K-8 membership student) 
among districts that apply for funding. This 
means the actual per-student amount can-
not be determined in advance of the closing 
of the Benchmark Assessments Reporting and 
Funding Application in early December.  

To ensure districts receive the funding they are 
entitled to under the law it is critical for districts 
to pay close attention all deadlines and to be 
proactive in ensuring that Michigan Data Hub 
(MiDataHub) receives all required data – both 
benchmark score data and mode of instruc-
tion data – by the time the application closes in 
early December.  

3. All references to Intermediate School Districts 
have been removed from the law.  

4. Districts must now administer the same 
benchmark assessment in the fall and spring, 
rather than just making a pledge to do so. This 
means previously distributed funds must be 
returned if the spring requirements are not 
met.  

5. The Benchmark Assessments Reporting and 
Funding Application will now be accessed 
through NexSys (instead of GEMS/MARS). 

On page 10 of the document, there is a Report-
ing Student-level Data Through the Michi-
gan Data Hub: Tasks and Due Dates table. This 
table includes the steps districts will take and the 
associated due dates to ensure both benchmark 
score and growth data and mode of instruction 
(MOI) data are received by the Michigan Data Hub 
(MiDataHub) in time to meet legislatively mandat-
ed reporting deadlines. With the changes in the 
law – specifcally the changes to how funding is 
allocated – it is critical that the steps are carefully 
followed, and benchmark score and MOI data are 
received by MiDataHub by the deadlines listed. 

continues on page 5 
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NEWS INFO 
Upcoming Training Reminder 
Be sure to join MiDataHub and MDE on Wednes-
day, September 11, 2024, at 10:30 a.m. for a 60-min-
ute webinar on this year’s benchmark assessments 
reporting requirements.  

The session is targeted to district technology staff 
and interested administrators and assessment 
coordinators. It will walk participants through 
Michigan’s benchmark assessment legislation, 
district reporting options, new processes, items 
to review in the MiDataHub cockpit, and relevant 
timelines. Time will be allowed for questions and 
answers at the end of the webinar.  

The session is limited to 300 attendees, and a re-
cording will be made available on the Michigan 
Data Hub training page (https://www.midatahub. 
org/support/trainings/). 

Webinar Information 
• Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 
• Register here (https://midatahub.zoom.us/ 

meeting/register/tZYkcu6urTIiG9GhJ4t-
KUHmtBNCmCGG9TgmC#/registration) 

Kindergarten WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 
Field Test 

WIDA is looking for schools to participate in this 
winter’s kindergarten WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Field 
Test; participation is voluntary. WIDA needs kinder-
garten and frst grade English learners to partici-
pate in the feld test. The feld test is a standalone 
assessment, separate from the required WIDA 
ACCESS for ELLs test students would be regular-
ly scheduled to take. The feld test window opens 
on Tuesday, January 21, 2025, and closes on Friday, 
March 28, 2025.  

WIDA is offering the following incentives for par-
ticipation: 
• Schools will receive $100 per participating 

student.  
• If a school cannot accept direct fnancial hono-

raria, they will receive both: 
• access to a recorded webinar – “Let’s talk 

about language: Language-Focused 
Approaches to Engaging with Families of 
Multilingual Children”  and 

• a $50 Amazon gift card (1 per participating 
test administrator).  

All participating schools that return their materials 
by April 2, 2025, will also be entered into a random 
drawing for: 
• free WIDA Virtual Conference registration for 

the 2025 WIDA Annual Conference 
• WIDA Store gift codes: $50 credit   

Test administrators from the schools that are 
selected to participate must have completed the 
Kindergarten ACCESS Field Test 2025 training 
course through the WIDA Secure Portal.  

For more information about the feld test, go to 
https://wida.wisc.edu/kaccessredesign. Apply here 
(https://bit.ly/3MtIZvM) to participate in the feld 
test. 
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NEWS INFO 
Parent Reports Begin Shipping 
Tomorrow 

Printed Parent Reports will begin shipping to 
schools tomorrow, September 6, and will continue 
for the next three weeks. Shipments will be sent 
on a rolling basis until printing is completed, so 
schools and districts should anticipate the receipt 
of reports until the end of the month.  

6 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2025 Accommodations and 
English Learner (EL) Supports 

Requests for accommodations for certain students 
who will take College Board assessments in Spring 
2025 can be submitted by each school’s Services 
for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Coordinators 
on the following schedule: 

English Learner (EL) Supports available for 
Michigan-provided CB assessments 
Note: EL supports may not be suitable for all EL 
students. Refer to the Supports & Accommoda-
tions Guidance Document (https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
Accommodations-and-Supports/Michigan_Ac-
commodations_Manualfnal.pdf) to determine the 
appropriateness of the supports for individual stu-
dents. 

Submit Requests for: Start Date End Date 

College Board-approved accommodations Now February 18, 2025 

English learner (EL) support Now February 18, 2025 

Time and One-half (+50% extended time) Support Now February 18, 2025 

State-Allowed Accommodations (SAAs) January 9, 2025 February 18, 2025 

SSD Coordinators will submit requests for 
accommodations online through SSD Online 
(https://ssdonline.collegeboard.org). 

College Board-Approved Accommodations 
College Board-approved accommodations align 
with a student’s current Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) or 504 plan; these accommodation 
requests must be approved by the College Board. 
Because the requests can take up to seven weeks 
to be reviewed, school SSD Coordinators are urged 
to submit these requests through SSD Online soon 
as possible and no later than February 18, 2025. Ac-
commodations approved for Spring 2025 will carry 
forward to College Board assessments the student 
takes in the future.  

1. Time and one-half (+50% extended time): 
Requests for this support must be entered in 
SSD Online by February 18, 2025. These re-
quests do not require documentation and will 
be automatically approved. 

2. Translated test directions: Requests for trans-
lated test directions do not have to be entered 
in SSD Online. As the Spring 2025 administra-
tion approaches, these directions will be avail-
able in PDF format for schools to download 
and print for test day. 

3. Word-to-word bilingual dictionaries: 
Requests for these dictionaries do not have to 
be entered in SSD Online. Refer to the list of 
approved word-to-word bilingual dictionaries 
(https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ 
sat-suite-college-board-approved-dictionaries. 
pdf).  

continues on page 8 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
EL supports and College-
Board-approved accommoda-
tions approved for Fall 2024 do 
not need to be re-entered for 
Spring 2025 testing; EL supports 
are valid for the entire academ-
ic year, and College Board-ap-
proved accommodations are 
valid for the student’s K-12 school 
career. 

State-Allowed 
Accommodations (SAAs) 
SAAs are state-specifc ac-
commodations defned by the 
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation. They must align with a 
student’s current IEP or 504 plan 
for Michigan-provided assess-
ments. SAAs are automatically 
approved, but they must be re-
quested annually for spring test-
ing.  

Note: Requests for SAAs for SAT 
with Essay testing will result in a 
non-college-reportable score.  

School Establishment 
and the Educational 
Entity Master (EEM) 

It is important for 
schools to review 
and, if necessary, 
update their in-
formation in the 
Educational Entity Master (EEM) 
(http://www.michigan.gov/eem), 
which serves as Michigan’s 
repository of education systems 
and contact information.  

See the Spotlight - the Au-
gust 1, 2024 issue (https://bit. 
ly/4dRQurZ) for details regard-
ing the information that must 
be entered for each role in EEM. 

Scores and Reporting 
Webinar Recording 

On August 22, 2024, 
College Board 
hosted a statewide 
webinar on Scores 
and Reporting for 
SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, and 
PSAT 10.  

A recording of the seminar
(https: //www.michigan.gov/ 
mde/services/student-assess-
m e n t /m i c h i g a n - m e r i t  - e x -
a m i n a t i o n - m m e /t r a i n i n g /  
mme-psat-grade-8-test-admin-
istration-training) is now avail-
able under the Training Videos/ 
PPT link on the MME webpage 
(https: //www.michigan.gov/ 
mme) and PSAT webpage 
(https: //www.michigan.gov/ 
psat). 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 

8 

http://www.michigan.gov/eem
https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ
https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/michigan-merit-examination-mme/training/mme-psat-grade-8-test-administration-training
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://www.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov
https://bit
http://www.michigan.gov/eem


 

 
  

 
 

 

  

ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Updating EEM 

An important frst step in preparing for the Spring 2025 ACT WorkKeys assessments is to ensure that 
your building/school’s WorkKeys Test Coordinator’s correct contact name, email address, phone 
number, and mailing address (cannot be a post offce box) are listed in the Educational Entity Master (EEM) 
(www.michigan.gov/eem). 

Note: Ensuring that the WorkKeys Test Coordinator contact information is accurate must be done for 
each school in the district, not just in the district-level information. 

ACT uses the information in the EEM to call and send emails to the WorkKeys Test Coordinators, and to 
ship test materials to the appropriate locations. Inaccurate information will result in critical information 
not being received in a timely manner, delays in the receipt of test materials, and an ACT call center agent 
being unable to verify your identity. 

If the information in the EEM for your building/school is inaccurate, contact your authorized district EEM 
user to update it no later than Friday, September 13, 2024, to ensure your school receives the necessary 
information to start the Manage Participation process in November. 

Note: Updating EEM information can only be done by the district’s authorized EEM user. If you are not 
sure who your authorized EEM user is, use the District and School Contact page on the OEAA Secure Site 
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) to retrieve their name and contact information. 

• Instructions for using the District and School Contact page are available at www.michigan.gov/secure-
sitetraining under the Miscellaneous section. 

• Nonpublic schools: Call 517-241-5385 or email nonpublicschools@michigan.gov to update your 
information in the EEM. 

An article titled “The Time is Now! Update School and District Contacts in the EEM for the 2024-25 School 
Year” in the Spotlight newsletter - August 1, 2024 issue, page 7, (https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ) contains additional 
information on why this review/update is needed, as well as the list of contacts to be reviewed. 
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TRAINING 
Michigan Data Hub Benchmark 
Reporting Requirements Webinar 

• Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 10:30 a.m. 
Register here (https://midatahub.zoom.us/ 
meeting/register/tZYkcu6urTIiG9GhJ4t-
KUHmtBNCmCGG9TgmC#/registration) 

New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA 
Screener Overview Webinar 

• Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 
Register here (https://forms.gle/t4rPba7e-
oUGvNV7S9) 

School Accountability Workshops 

• Monday, September 30, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Oakland Schools, Waterford 

• Tuesday, October 1, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Kent ISD, Grand Rapids 

• Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Virtual (Microsoft Teams) 

• Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2024) 
to attend the workshops 

IMPORTANT DATES 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

11 Michigan Data Hub Benchmark Reporting Requirements Webinar (see Training above) 

13 Deadline to update the EEM with 2024-25 assessment-related contact information 

17 New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar (see Training above) 

30 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Oakland Schools, Waterford (see Training above) 

OCTOBER 2024 

OEAA Accountability Workshop, Kent ISD, Grand Rapids (see Training above) 01 

OEAA Accountability Workshop, Virtual on Microsoft Teams (see Training above) 02 

ELMBA Test Administration Window open through October 25, 2024 25 
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Michigan Data Hub Benchmark 
Reporting Requirements Webinar
Wednesday, September 11, 2024, 10:30 a.m.
Register here (https://midatahub.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkcu6urTIiG9GhJ4tKUHmtBNCmCGG9TgmC#/registration)

New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar
Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 10:00 a.m.
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School Accountability Workshops
Monday, September 30, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Oakland Schools, Waterford
Tuesday, October 1, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Kent ISD, Grand Rapids
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Sep 5, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

CEPI Center for Educational Performance 
and Information 

EEM Educational Entity Master 

MSDS Michigan Student Data System 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 11 
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