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On the frst day of school at the Holland Language Academy, every student gets a high-fve from 
Principal Iiana Vasquez before entering the building for the new school year. (Photo credit: Jason Craner, 

    

 
 

Holland Public Schools) 

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO 
M-STEP Social Studies Assessment 
Blueprint Update 

In June 2024, the Michigan Department 
of Education (MDE) convened a group of 
Michigan social studies educators to 
review changes to the 2019 revised state 
educational standards, and to make recom-
mendations regarding the blueprint for the 
M-STEP Social Studies summative assess-
ment. The meeting was facilitated by the 
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC) at their 
East Lansing offce. DRC is the MDE Offce 
of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) test development vendor. The 
outcomes of these recommendations were 
presented to and adopted by the leadership 
of the MDE OEAA. 

The meeting was comprised of four current 
and one retired employee of MDE, four em-
ployees of DRC, twenty-fve teachers, fve 
administrators, and an ISD-level consultant, 
all representing thirty-one districts across the 
state. Three groups were convened, one for 
each grade level tested with M-STEP social 
studies assessments (grades 5, 8, and 11). 

The recommended revisions were reviewed 
and accepted (minor changes were made to 
the grade 11 standards), and the test length 
did not signifcantly changed from previous 
years. The 2025 test maps will be constructed 
under this new blueprint, and a new standard 
setting will take place in the summer of 2025. 

continues on  page 3 
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NEWS INFO 
An overview of the new blueprint (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/M-STEP/Blueprint---SS-Blueprint-for-
MDE-website.pdf ) has been posted on the M-STEP 
web page (www.michigan.gov/mstep). 

Please follow the Spotlight on Student Assessment 
newsletter (www.michigan.gov/mde-spotlight) to 
learn about additional opportunities for educators 
to be involved in creating range achievement-level 
descriptors and to participate in standard setting 
in early summer 2025. 

Managing Your District’s WIDA Secure 
Portal Accounts 

The District English Learner (EL) Assessment 
Coordinator can complete these regularly sched-
uled activities in the WIDA Secure Portal (https:// 
portal.wida.us/) to effectively manage users in the 
site: 

• Create accounts for new educators who will be 
test administrators  

• Deactivate accounts of educators who are no 
longer in the district or are no longer involved 
in WIDA test administration 

• Review and monitor required WIDA assess-
ment certifcations 

For additional help on how to keep up with these 
activities, look for directions when you are logged 
into your WIDA Secure Portal account. Go to the 
Get Help link in the top left-hand corner of the 
page. If you need additional help, contact the 
WIDA Client Services Center by phone at 866-276-
7735 or by email at help@wida.us. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2025 Accommodations and 
English Learner (EL) Supports 

Requests for accomodations for 
certain students who will take 
College Board assess-
ments in Spring 2025 can be 
submitted by each school’s 

Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) 
Coordinators on the following schedule: 

School Establishment and the Educa-
tional Entity Master (EEM) 

It is important for schools to re-
view and, if necessary, update their 
information in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (http://www.michigan. 
gov/eem), which serves as Michigan’s 

repository of education systems and contact infor-
mation. 

Submit Requests for: Start Date End Date 

College Board-approved accommodations Now February 18, 2025 

English learner (EL) support Now February 18, 2025 

Time and One-half (+50% extended time) Support Now February 18, 2025 

State-Allowed Accommodations (SAAs) January 9, 2025 February 18, 2025 

SSD Coordinators will submit requests for 
accommodations online through SSD Online 
(https://ssdonline.collegeboard.org). 

See the Spotlight - September 5, 2024 issue (https:// 
bit.ly/3TsnwY6) for details regarding College 
Board accommodations and English Learner (EL) 
Supports. 

See the Spotlight - August 1, 2024 issue (https://bit. 
ly/4dRQurZ) for details regarding the information 
that must be entered for each role in EEM. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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TRAINING 
New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA 
Screener Overview Webinar 
Register here (https://forms.gle/t4rPba7eoUGvN-
V7S9) 

• Tuesday, September 17, 2024, 10:00 a.m. 
Virtual 

School Accountability Workshops 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2024) 
to attend the workshops 

• Monday, September 30, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Oakland Schools, Waterford 

• Tuesday, October 1, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Kent ISD, Grand Rapids 

• Wednesday, October 2, 2024, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Virtual (Microsoft Teams) 

IMPORTANT DATES 
SEPTEMBER 2024 

13 Deadline to update the EEM with 2024-25 assessment-related contact information 

17 New WIDA Coordinator and WIDA Screener Overview Webinar (see Training above) 

03 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Oakland Schools, Waterford (see Training above) 

OCTOBER 2024 

01 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Kent ISD Grand Rapids (see Training above) 

02 OEAA Accountability Workshop, Virtual on Microsoft Teams (see Training above) 

25 ELMBA Test Administration Window open through October 25, 2024 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Sep 12, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

DRC Data Recognition Corporation EEM Educational Entity Master 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 6 
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