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Grade 6 students at Pierce Middle School explored science through hands-on research and dissection of sea lampreys
as part of the IQWST curriculum. Since 2020, the Waterford School District has invested over $15 million in curriculum
and classroom technology to enhance education. Photo credit: Jane Tekiele

Share Your Favorite School Photo!

M I‘ H I GﬁN This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these

° uidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given
~Education |; e o e o e
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide

Enjoying this newsletter? a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit.
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oceaa@michigan.gov.

Click here to subscribe to the
Spotlight.

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT
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NEWS INFO

Now Available: Benchmark
Assessments Reporting and
Funding Application

Beginning Monday, November

18, 2024, the 2024-2025 Bench-

mark Assessments Reporting

and Funding Application will be

available in NexSys. The deadline for districts
tosubmitthe applicationis Monday, Decem-
ber 16, 2024. Although the application plat-
form has changed from the one used in previ-
ous years, many of the same questions on the
application remain, including the reporting
on local benchmarks and those with progress
monitoring tools.

Districts may use grant funds for expens-
es associated with the implementation of
a benchmark assessment system/program
during the 2024-2025 school year; such ex-
penses include purchased academic testing
services, staff time, support services, and sup-
plies.

The Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) and the Center for Educational
Performance and Information (CEPI) have
provided pages in the application for districts
toreportthetypesofbenchmarkassessments
administered, as well as information on
assessments with progress monitoring tools
and local benchmarks.

continues on page 3
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The application must be completed in order
for the district to be considered for funding. All
public school districts with enrolled students in
grades K-8 that are administering MDE-approved
eligible benchmark assessments may be con-
sidered for funding. The assessments eligible for
funding are:

NWEA Map

Curriculum Associates i-Ready

Renaissance Star

Districts must 1.) submit an application in NexSys
by the deadline to request funding and 2. en-
sure that the district's data and mode of instruc-
tion are received by the Michigan Data Hub by
Monday, December 16, 2024. Both actions are
required by law and are necessary for funding eligi-
bility and award amounts to be determined.

This is a firm deadline. Awards cannot be made
until district eligibility is determined (after the
district’'s submission of the application form) and
the district's data and mode of instruction have
been received in the Data Hub. Note: Districts will
be denied a grant award if the Data Hub has not
received their data by the deadline of Monday,
December 16, 2024, even if they submitted the
2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Reporting
and Funding Application.

All other K-8 districts (that is, those that are not
administering MDE-approved eligible benchmark
assessments) are strongly encouraged to complete
the 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Reporting
and Funding Application form as well, to ensure
that legislatively mandated reporting is consistent
with prior years' reporting.

After the application deadline closes on Monday,
December 16, 2024, the Data Hub will confirm that
a district’s benchmark assessment and mode of in-
struction data have been correctly received. MDE
will determine awards and seek the State Superin-
tendent’s approval during January 2025.

submit

then be invited to

budgetsin NexSys based on their grant awards. It is

Districts  will
anticipated payments will be made in the regularly
scheduled March 2025 State Aid Payment through
the State Aid Management System (SAMS).

The following resources to help districts meet
the reporting and funding requirements of MCL
388.1704h, State School Aid are available on the
MDE Benchmark Assessments web page:

NexSys - Next Generation Grant, Application

and Cash Management information and

resources (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/ser-
vices/financial-management/grants/nexsys)
2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Fact
Sheet and FAQ (https://www.michigan.gov/
mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/
Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assess-
ments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf)



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/grants/nexsys
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/financial-management/grants/nexsys
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Benchmark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/ser
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Reminder: EMBARGOED 2023-24 School
Index Reports and Datafiles Now
Available for Preview on MI School Data

Embargoed 2023-24 accountabili-
ty reports and student datafiles for
the Michigan School Index System
are currently available for preview to
authorized Ml School Data (www.mischooldata.

org) users. The preview window closes tomorrow,
Friday, November 15, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. Account-
ability results are expected to be publicly released
on MI School Data early next week. Accountability
results are embargoed and not to be shared until
the public release on Ml School Data has occurred.

During the School Index preview window,
authorized users of M| School Data are able to
view school-level accountability reports and down-
load accountability student and aggregate data-
files for the Michigan School Index System. Once
logged in, users can access School Index reports
by navigating to the K-12 Grade menu, selecting
the School Accountability submenu and then
clicking School Index. Accountability student and
aggregate datafiles can be accessed by navigat-
ing to the K-12 Grade menu, selecting the School
Accountability submenu and then clicking
“Accountability Downloads.”

To get started, click here to review the 2023-24
Resource Toolkit for the School Index (https:/AMmww.

michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/
mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_
Preview_Window_Resource_Toolkit.pdf) preview
window.

Supporting materials for the School Index are
described and linked in the toolkit above. These
resources are also available on the School Index
Resources web page (www.mi.gov/mde-schoolin-
dex).

&



https://www.mischooldata.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_Preview_Window_Resource_Toolkit.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Accountability/Index/Accountability_Preview_Window_Resource_Toolkit.pdf
http://www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
http://www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
http://ww.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
http://ww.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex
https://michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites
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College Board
Accommodation
Changes for Spring 2025

Embedded Text-to-Speech in
Bluebook

For Spring 2025 testing, the
Bluebook testing application
will include an embedded text-
to-speech tool for students
who need reading assistance.
This built-in tool, which will be
available for all SAT Suite tests,
eliminates the need for external
technology for text-to-speech,
providing a standardized expe-
rience for students across devic-
es. Students will still be able use
third-party screen readers if they
prefer. If a student(s) testing in
your school is using a third-party
screen reader,, collaborate with
your technology coordinator to
ensure the screen reader is com-
patible with other state testing

platforms.

This update meansthat the float-
ing accessibility menu will no
longer have to be configured for
College Board’'s embedded text-
to-speech tool on Chromebooks,
and that a special configuration
of Chromebook organization
units at the district or school lev-
el will not be necessary to utilize
College Board’'s embedded text-
to-speech.

Extended Time

During testing, students with
extended time accommodations
can move to the next part of the
test once the standard time for
the part they have completed
has passed, without needing to
use the full extended time. How-
ever, all students must still test
for the duration of their standard
testing time. This applies to the
SAT Suite, including accommo-
dations for English Learners and
temporary supports. Click here
(https://accommodations.col-
legeboard.org/support/SSD-up-
dates) to learn more about the
student experience with extend-
ed time in Bluebook.

Temporary Supports
The process for request-
ing supports for temporary

impairments will be streamlined
for the Spring 2025 testing. Ser-
vices to Students with Disabili-
ties (SSD) Coordinators can now
request these supports through
SSD Online. Temporary supports
are available for SAT with Essay,
PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9.

Accommodation Names
Accommodation names will be
updated for clarity and consis-
tency with digital testing. For ex-
ample, “Large Print Test Book - 14
point” will become “Large Print
for Paper Exams - 14 Point.” Ex-
tended time accommodations
will also reflect the option for the
student to move on after stan-
dard time has elapsed. For de-
tails regarding accommodation
namechanges,click here (https://
accommodations.collegeboard.
org/help-center/what-accom-
modation-names-are-be-
ing-changed).

Note: Some name changes were
made to specify usage on a spe-
cific test, such as certain AP ex-
ams (which are still primarily ad-
ministered via paper). However,
if it is determined that a student
cannot test digitally for any Col-
lege Board assessments and re-
quires paper testing, the student
will be accommodated accord-

ingly.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://accommodations.collegeboard.org/support/SSD-updates
https://accommodations.collegeboard.org/help-center/what-accommodation-names-are-being-changed
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://legeboard.org/support/SSD-up
https://accommodations.col
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College Board’s
Interactive Checklist
and November Monthly
Newsletter

Over the next two weeks, College
Board will launch an interactive
checklist tool and a monthly
newsletter to help schools man-
age Spring 2025 test administra-
tion tasks.

Interactive Checklist Tool

(Launches November 19)

School Test Coordinators will re-
ceive a list of required tasks via
automated email reminders. The
interactive tool will allow school
test coordinators to track how
the tasks are being completed.
Additionally, district test coordi-
nators will have access to a data/
reporting dashboard to track
task completion for their schools.

The initial welcome email will be
sent to school test coordinators,
district test coordinators, and
SSD Coordinators on November
19, 2024, with subsequent task
emails sent only to school test
coordinators. All coordinators
may view their tasks at any time
by logging into the Interactive

Checklist portal.

Monthly Newsletter

(Launches November 26)
College Board’s Monthly News-
letter includes a review of check-
list items and an overview of
monthly activities as well as im-
portant updates. The November
newsletter will be distributed on
November 26, 2024, and subse-
quent issues of the newsletter
will be distributed on the second
Tuesday of each month.

District Test Coordinator
Webinar

The District Test Coordinator
Webinar was held on Thursday,
November 7, 2024. This session
covered updates, policies, and
key dates for the Michigan-pro-
vided SAT with Essay, PSAT 10,
and PSAT 8/9. View the webi-
nar _recording and PowerPoint

presentation here (https:/Mww.

michigan.gov/mde/services/
student-assessment/michi-
gan-merit-examination-mme/
training/mme-psat-grade-8-
test-administration-training).

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/michigan-merit-examination-mme/training/mme-psat-grade-8-test-administration-training
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/michigan-merit-examination-mme/training/mme-psat-grade-8-test-administration-training
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/michigan-merit-examination-mme/training/mme-psat-grade-8-test-administration-training
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://michigan.gov/mde/services
https://www

NEWS |

BOARD

COLLEGE ACT
WORKKEYS

ASSESSMENT

TRAINING
LITERACY

IMPORTANT
DATES us

SCONTACT
REMINDER-

COLLEGE BOARD INFO

Deadline for Submitting
Online Waiver Requests
for SAT with Essay and
PSAT-Related

Assessments

The deadline for

submitting requests

for waivers from

online testing for

the Michigan-provided SAT with
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 is
tomorrow—Friday, November
15, 2024.

See the Spotlight - September
26 issue (https:/bit.ly/4esTa04)
for details regarding online waiv-

er categories and guidelines for
approved waivers.

Intent to Test Window
Will Close Soon

The Intent to Test
window for the
Michigan-provid-
ed SAT with Essay,
PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 will
close on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, 2024. During this win-
dow, schools that did not meet
the auto-establishment rules
can indicate their intent to par-
ticipate in the required Spring
2025 administrations.

See the Spotlight - October 24
issue (https://bit.ly/4fOgaEQ) for
additional details regarding the

intent to test window.

Off-Site Testing for
Spring 2025

Most schools will
use their own facili-
ties for Spring 2025
Michigan-provided
assessments. However, if addi-
tional space is needed or your
school is virtual, please submit

College Board's Off-Site Request

Form (https://www.sat.org/offsit-
erequest), which must be com-
pleted by February 28, 2025. Re-
quests are considered approved
unless you hear otherwise from
College Board.

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://bit.ly/4esTa04
https://bit.ly/4esTa04
https://bit.ly/4f0gaE0
https://bit.ly/4f0gaE0
https://www.sat.org/offsiterequest
https://www.sat.org/offsiterequest
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://www.sat.org/offsit
https://bit.ly/4f0gaE0
https://bit.ly/4esTa04
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ACT WORKKEYS

INFO

Completing Manage Participation

The deadline to complete the Manage Participation
process in the PearsonAccess™™t website (https://

testadmin.act.org/) is December 6,2024, regardless
of previous participation. This process takes approx-
imately five minutes, and step-by-step instructions
are provided in the Spotlight Newsletter - October 31

issue, page 7 (https://bit.ly/3UIIG5Q) and in the ACT
WorkKeys Spring 2025 Manage Participation Guide

(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Man-
age_Participation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf). which is
located on the MME web page (Www.michigan.gov/

mme).

If your school will participate in the WorkKeys as-
sessments in Spring 2025, you must also select the
week in which you prefer to receive test materials.
Be sure to select a week your school will be in ses-
sion and not during spring break.

Schools may select either Test Window 1 or Test
Window 2 for initial testing. The Spring 2025 op-
tions are:

+ ACT WorkKeys Test Window 1
Standard Time: March 27
Accommodations: March 27 — April 9, 2025
Delivery of test materials either the week of
March 3 or the week of March 10

+ ACT WorkKeys Test Window 2
Standard Time: April 10
Accommodations: April 10 — 23, 2025
Delivery of test materials either the week of
March 17 or the week of March 24

ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team
Email: workkeys@act.org

Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.)
Email to Accommodations Questions:

ACTState Accoms@act.org

Note: Manage Participation must be completed at
the individual school level, not at the district level.
District Assessment Coordinators are to ensure that
all schools within the district have completed the
Manage Participation process, even if they are not
testing.

Important: You must submit your participation in-
formation by Friday, December 6, 2024. If you miss
this deadline, you will receive periodic past-due re-
minders.

For all upcoming events and deadlines, refer to the
following documents:

ACT WorkKeys Schedule of Events (https://con-
tent.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events_

for_WorkKeys_-_Michigan_-_Spring) posted on
the ACT-hosted State of Michigan ACT Work-
Keys State Testing website (http:/mwww.act.org/

stateanddistrict/michigan) on the WorkKeys
on Paper page

ACT WorkKeys List of Important Dates (https://
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/
ACT_WorkKeys_list_of_Important_Dates.pdf)
posted on the MME webpage (www.michigan.

gov/mme).


mailto:workkeys%40act.org?subject=
mailto:ACTState%20Accoms%40act.org?subject=
https://testadmin.act.org/
https://bit.ly/3UIlG5Q
https://bit.ly/3UIlG5Q
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Manage_Participation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Manage_Participation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mme
https://content.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_WorkKeys_-_Michigan_-_Spring
http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan
http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/ACT_WorkKeys_list_of_Important_Dates.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mme
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project
http://www.act.org
https://tent.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events
https://con
https://www.michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project
https://bit.ly/3UIlG5Q
https://testadmin.act.org
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Online WIDA ACCESS for ELLs (Grades 1-12)
Tuesday, November 19, 2024, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Registration Link (https://bit.ly/488kFK3)

WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs (K-12)
Thursday, November 21, 2024, 9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Registration Link (https:/bit.ly/488kFK3)

College Board Webinar: School Test
Coordinator, Part 1
Tuesday, December 3, 2024, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
For Test Coordinators
Register here (https://bit.ly/3zxYSOP)

Winter/Spring 2024 Data Readiness Corporation
(DRC) INSIGHT Technology Readiness Webinar
for Technology Coordinators

Wednesday, December 4, 2024

10:00 -11:00 a.m. ET

Click on the link below to join the webinar:

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now

Meeting ID: 251 003 601 295

Passcode: ZjJrRB

Dial in by phone: +1 612-704-8944, 7568362444

United States, Minneapolis

Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 756 836 244#

College Board Webinar: Services for Students
with Disabilities (SSD) Training for the Visually
Impaired

Thursday, December 5, 2024, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
SSD Coordinators,
Instruction
Reqgister here (https://bit.ly/3N0zMvf)

For Teachers of Visual

College Board Webinar: Services for Students

with Disabilities (SSD) & Accommodations
Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
For SSD Coordinators, School Test Coordinators
Register here (https:/bit.ly/4ecfwDO0)

College Board Webinar: Technical Readiness
Thursday, January 23, 2025, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m.
For Technology Coordinators, School Test

Coordinators

Register here (https://bit.ly/3MStUUQG)

College Board Webinar: School Test Coordinator,
Part 2

Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.
Test District
Test Coordinators
Register here (https:/bit.ly/3MVDUfO)

For School Coordinators,


https://bit.ly/488kFK3
https://bit.ly/488kFK3
https://bit.ly/3zxYSOP
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
http://
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/f1b9b0c4-d9a5-412d-b127-28252d866ec0?id=756836244
https://bit.ly/3N0zMvf
https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0
https://bit.ly/3MStUUG
https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO
https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO
https://bit.ly/3MStUUG
https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0
https://bit.ly/3N0zMvf
https://bit.ly/3zxYSOP
https://bit.ly/488kFK3
https://bit.ly/488kFK3
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Michigan School Testing Conference
Tuesday, February 11 through Wednesday,
February 13, 2025
Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel
View full MSTC Conference details and
registration here (https:/gomasa.org/
events/2025-michigan-school-testing-confer-
ence/)

The Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel room block can

be accessed here

(https://mvww.marriott.com/
event-reservations/reservation-link.
mMi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink)
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IMPORTANT DATES

NOVEMBER 2024

Online Testing Waiver Request Window is open through November 15, 2024.
Requests for the online waiver for the Spring 2025 M-STEP, MI-Access Functional
Independence (Fl), SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, and WIDA ACCESS for ELLs
assessments. Requests must be submitted through the OEAA Secure Site

(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure).

SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, PSAT 8/9 Intent to Participate Test Window open through
November 20, 2024. Schools that did not meet the auto-establishment rules can
indicate their intent to participate in the required Spring 2025 administrations.

DECEMBER 2024

ACT WorkKeys Manage Participation Window is open through December 6, 2024.
Each school’'s WorkKeys Test Coordinator must indicate their school's participation
status for Spring 2025 administrations.

The deadline for districts to submit the 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Report-
ing and Funding Application (https:/mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx-
?gcode=i7tf9sgp) is December 16, 2024.



https://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx?qcode=i7tf9sgp
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx?qcode=i7tf9sgp
https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx
https://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure

. OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY Issued: Nov 14, 2024

A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight
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CEPI Center for Educational Performance ‘

and Information

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing:

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site

Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa
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