
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY Issued: Nov 21, 2024 

SPOT LIGHT 
NEWS 

COLLEGE 
BOARD 

ACT 
WORKKEYS 

ASSESSMENT 
LITERACY 

TRAINING 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 
REMINDERS 

CONTACT 
US 

The Spotlight newsletter will be on Thanksgiving break next week. Look for the next issue of Spotlight on 
Thursday, December 5, 2024. 

    

 

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO 
REMINDER: 2023-24 School 
Accountability Results Publicly 
Available Now on MI School Data 

Results for the 2023-24 
Michigan School Index System 
were made publicly available 
Monday, November 18, 2024 on 
MI School Data (www.mischool-
data.org/school-index). The embargo for 
2023-24 school accountability data was lifted 
upon public release. 

Supporting resources are available for school 
districts to access for the Michigan School In-
dex System (www.mi.gov/mde-schoolindex). 

Districts that choose to share or communi-
cate any of the information from their School 
Index score must be aware that, when logged 
in as a secure user any student datafles 
or screenshots of the School Index reports 
downloaded from MI School Data are never 
to be shared publicly. Reports and fles visible 
to logged-in users of the site contain unsup-
pressed and potentially personally identif-
able information. 
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NEWS INFO 
Benchmark Assessment Report and 
Funding Application Update 

The Benchmark Assessments Report-
ing and Funding Application is live in 
NexSys at MiLogin (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/ 
eai/tplogin/authenticate) for local public school 
districts administering benchmark assessments in 
academic year 2024-25. The deadline for complet-
ing the application is Monday, December 16, 2024. 
This is a frm deadline for submitting applications, 
as well as  for the receipt in the Michigan Data Hub 
of benchmark assessment data and mode of in-
struction from districts. 

Several applicants who initiated applications in 
NexSys in the frst few days of the application 
being opened encountered an error message on 
the Introduction and Basic Information page 
when selecting the Yes button. The Michigan 
Department of Education (MDE) apologizes for this 
inconvenience. This technical error has been cor-
rected and should no longer appear.  

Note: A budget for the district’s benchmark assess-
ment administration is not to be completed at this 
time.  On the Review Grant Selections page of the 
application, use either the Don’t Apply or Apply 
Later button to complete your application. 

MDE will work with Michigan Data Hub after 
the application closes on December 16, 2024 to 
confrm all benchmark assessment and mode of 
instruction data has been received by Michigan 
Data Hub. 

The entire $11.5 million benchmark assessment 
statewide allocation will be spread among eligi-
ble districts based on their total number of pupils 
in grades K-8. Awards will be made after the state 
superintendent’s approval. 

MDE will reopen the NexSys Benchmark Assess-
ment  Reporting and Funding application for qual-
ifying districts to enter and submit budget infor-
mation. 

To learn more about benchmark assessment 
requirements, please review the Benchmark As-
sessments Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Ques-
tions document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Bench-
mark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-
Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf). 

Information about gaining access to NexSys can 
be found on the NexSys web page (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/services/f inancial-manage-
ment/grants/nexsys) 

Need assistance or have questions? Reach out to 
the following email/online contacts for support: 
• Accessing NexSys: 

MDE-NexSys-Applications@michigan.gov 
• Navigating and completing the application in 

NexSys: 
MDE-OEAA@michigan.gov  

• Reporting local assessments and assessments 
with progress monitoring: 
CEPI@michigan.gov 

• Submitting benchmark and mode of instruc-
tion data to Michigan Data Hub: 
www.miservicedesk.com 

• Applying for grant funds: Carol Skillings at 
SkillingsC@michigan.gov 

• Reporting requirements and the law: Kate 
Cermak at CermakK@michigan.gov 

For other questions related to benchmark assess-
ments, please contact the Offce of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability Support team at 
MDE-OEAA@michigan.gov . 
New MI-Access Alternate Assessment 
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NEWS INFO 
Guidance Tool 

To help Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
teams make data-informed and appropriate deci-
sions around the use of alternate content expec-
tations for instruction and assessment, the Mich-
igan Department of Education has developed a 
new rubric, based on the four required criteria that 
must be met for a student to meet the defnition of 
student with the most signifcant cognitive disabil-
ities. Only students with the most signifcant cog-
nitive disabilities are eligible to be working toward 
alternate content expectations, and thus take the 
MI-Access alternate assessment. 

The four criteria for students to meet the defnition 
of a student with the most signifcant cognitive 
disabilities are: 
1. Substantial Impairment in Cognitive Function-

ing 
2. Substantial Impairment in Adaptive Function-

ing across the Conceptual, Social, and Practical 
Domains of Life 

3. Extensive Support Needs to Demonstrate 
Learning and to Generalize Across Settings 

4. Primary Standards for Instruction and Educa-
tional Goals Rooted in Alternate Achievement 
Standards 

The rubric can be found on the MI-Access web 
page (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/Services/ 
Student-Assessment/mi-access). A direct link to 
the rubric can be found by clicking here (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Web-
sites/mde/OEAA/MI-Access/Rubric-for-Assign-
ing-Students-to-Alternate-Standards-in-Instruc-
tion-and-Assessment-11_4_24.pdf). 
IEP teams are encouraged to start using this rubric 
in making instructional and assessment decisions. 

Note: Districts that fall into the Tier 3 level of support 
based on 2024 participation rates will be required 
to use this rubric with all fagged cases during this 
year’s justifcation process; refer to the special ed-
ucation Catamaran system (https://catamaran. 
partners/Login.aspx?APPTHEME=MICIMS&Retur-
nURL=/Organization.aspx?orgIo=52126) for details. 
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NEWS INFO 
Should English Learners with 
Disabilities Take the WIDA ACCESS 
for ELLs or the WIDA Alternate ACCESS 
for ELLs? 

The Individualized Education Program (IEP) team 
of a student with disabilities who is also an English 
learner (EL) makes the decision about which sum-
mative assessment the student should take – ei-
ther the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs or the WIDA Alter-
nate ACCESS for ELLs.  

When making this decision, the IEP team can fol-
low the WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Selec-
tion Guidance (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assess-
ments/WIDA_Alternate_Access_for_ELLs.pdf). 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Ac-
countability (OEAA) does not make this decision 
for educators. Also, OEAA does not pre-identi-
fy (Pre-ID) students to take the WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS for ELLs if a student has taken the assess-
ment previously.  

Educators should note that not all students with 
disabilities who are also ELs should take the WIDA 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs. This assessment is spe-
cifcally designed for ELs in grades K-12 who have 
or function as if they have a signifcant cognitive 
disability.  

If the IEP team makes the decision that the WIDA 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs is the most appropriate 
assessment for the student, then educators will 
need to update the student’s Pre-ID record when 
the Pre-ID window opens in the OEAA Secure Site 
on December 9, 2024. Educators will have until De-
cember 20 to update records for these students if 
they wish to receive appropriate WIDA materials 
on January 23, 2025.  

WIDA Test Exceptions & False English 
Learner (EL) Guidance  

The window for WIDA Test Exceptions will be 
open December 9, 2024 - January 17, 2025 in the 
OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-
cure). During this window, educators may request 
a waiver of specifc domains of Spring 2025 WIDA 
ACCESS for ELLs or the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
for students with specifc disabilities. All test ex-
ceptions must be applied for on an annual basis 
and approvals do not carry over from year to year. 

For more information on WIDA Test Exceptions, re-
fer to the WIDA ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate AC-
CESS for ELLs Test Exceptions and False EL Guid-
ance document found on the WIDA web page 
(www.michigan.gov/wida). Directions for submit-
ting WIDA Test Exceptions can be found on the 
Secure Site Training web page (www.michigan. 
gov/securesitetraining) under the Quick Refer-
ence section. For questions about how to submit 
WIDA Exceptions, contact the OEAA Call Center 
at 1-877-560-8378 (select Option 1) or email mde-
oeaa@michigan.gov. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Intent to Test Window 
Now Closed 

The Intent to Test window for 
the Michigan-provided SAT 
with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 
8/9 is now closed. During this 
window, schools that did not 
meet the auto-establishment 
rules could indicate their intent 
to participate in the required 
Spring 2025 administrations. 

If you received the Intent to Test 
email communication from 
College Board on October 28 
but missed the November 20 
response deadline, please con-
tact College Board immediately 
at 866-870-3127 or email mich-
iganadministratorsupport@ 
collegeboard.org to request an 
extension on indicating your 
intent. 

Schools can confrm their partic-
ipation status in the Test Center 
Participation Page of the Offce 
of Educational Assessment, and 
Accountability (OEAA) Secure 
Site (https://www.michigan.gov/ 
oeaa-secure) for each assess-
ment. 

See the Spotlight - October 24, 
issue (https://bit.ly/4f0gaE0) for 
additional details regarding the 
Intent to Test window. 

Register for Upcoming College Board Webinars 

To support the Michigan Department of Education’s (MDE) Spring 
2025 implementation of SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9, 
College Board has scheduled a series of informative webinars. Follow-
ing the Thanksgiving holiday, College Board will offer two webinars. 

On December 3, 2024, the School Test Coordinator Part 1 Webinar will 
be offered. Intended for School Test Coordinators, this webinar will 
cover policies, procedures, student registration, digital readiness, and 
communications pertinent to the MDE-provided spring administra-
tions of SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, and PSAT 10. 

Then, on December 5, a specialized session for educators who have 
students with visual impairments will be offered. This training, 
designed for Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD) Coordina-
tors and visual instruction teachers, will focus on College Board SSD 
accommodations for visually impaired students and the process for 
requesting these accommodations in SSD Online. Register for each 
session below. 

Webinar Title Date Time (ET) Registration Link 

School Test 12/03/2024 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Register Here 
Coordinator, (https://bit.ly/3zxYSOP) 
Part 1 

Services for 12/05/2024 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. Register Here 
Students with (https://bit.ly/3N0zMvf) 
Disabilities 
Training for the 
Visually Impaired 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
College Board’s 
Interactive Checklist 
and November Monthly 
Newsletter 

Interactive Checklist Tool 
(Launched November 19) 
On November 19, 
School Test Coor-
dinators, District 
Test Coordinators, 
Technology Coor-
dinators, and SSD Coordinators 
received a welcome email intro-
ducing the Interactive Check-
list Tool (https://collegeboard. 
guidecx.com). Following that 
email, only School Test Coor-
dinators will receive checklist 
tasks via email. However, all 
mentioned roles can log in to 
the Checklist Tool at any time to 
view tasks related to their imple-
mentation. 

The Interactive Checklist pro-
vides automated email remind-
ers about required tasks for the 
Spring 2025 SAT Suite imple-
mentation. This interactive tool 
will allow School Test Coordina-
tors to track how the tasks are 
being completed. Additionally, 
District Test Coordinators will 
have access to a data/reporting 
dashboard to track task comple-
tion for their schools. 

Monthly Newsletter 
(Launches November 26) 
College Board’s Monthly News-
letter includes a review of check-
list items and an overview of 
monthly activities as well as im-
portant updates. The November 
newsletter will be distributed on 
November 26, 2024, and subse-
quent issues of the newsletter 
will be distributed on the second 
Tuesday of each month. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 

INFO 
Completing Manage Participation 

The deadline to complete the Manage Participation 
process in the PearsonAccessnext website (https:// 
testadmin.act.org) is December 6, 2024, regardless 
of previous participation. This process takes approx-
imately fve minutes. Step-by-step instructions for 
completing the process are provided in the Spot-
light Newsletter - October 31, 2024 edition, page 
7 (https://bit.ly/3UIlG5Q) and in the ACT WorkKeys 
Spring 2025 Manage Participation Guide (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Manage_Partici-
pation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf), which is located on 
the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme). 

If your school will participate in the WorkKeys as-
sessments in Spring 2025, you must also select the 
week in which you prefer to receive test materials. 
Be sure to select a week your school will be in ses-
sion and not during spring break. 

Schools may select either Test Window 1 or Test 
Window 2 for initial testing. The Spring 2025 
options are: 

• ACT WorkKeys Test Window 1  
Standard Time: March 27  
Accommodations: March 27 – April 9, 2025 
• Delivery of test materials either the week of 

March 3 or the week of March 10 

• ACT WorkKeys Test Window 2 
Standard Time: April 10 
Accommodations: April 10 – 23, 2025 
• Delivery of test materials either the week of 

March 17 or the week of March 24 

Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Note: Manage Participation must be completed at 
the individual school level, not at the district level. 
District Assessment Coordinators are to ensure that 
all schools within the district have completed the 
Manage Participation process, even if they are not 
testing. 

Important: You must submit your participation in-
formation by Friday, December 6, 2024. If you miss 
this deadline, you will receive periodic past-due 
reminders. 

For all upcoming events and deadlines, refer to the 
following documents: 

• ACT WorkKeys Schedule of Events (https://con-
tent.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events_ 
for_WorkKeys_-_Michigan_-_Spring), posted on 
the ACT-hosted State of Michigan ACT Work-
Keys State Testing website (http://www.act.org/ 
stateanddistrict/michigan) on the WorkKeys 
on Paper page 

• ACT WorkKeys List of Important Dates (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Web-
sites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/ACT_ 
WorkKeys_list_of_Important_Dates.pdf), post-
ed on the MME webpage (www.michigan.gov/ 
mme).  
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ASSESSMENT LITERACY INFO 
How do English learners participate in 
state assessment? 

English learners (ELs), defned as students whose 
native or home language is not English, are 
required to participate in state assessments 
under federal laws, including the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) (Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) | U.S. Department of Education). These 
assessments, which aim to measure both English 
language profciency and academic achievement, 
provide critical insights into students’ learning 
and inform educators of their progress. However, 
assessing ELs poses unique challenges for 
students and teachers. 

Types of Assessments 
ELs participate in two main types of assessments: 

1. English Language Profciency Assessments: 
Mandated under ESSA Title III, these annu-
al tests measure ELs’ profciency in reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking in English. 
Students must participate while eligible for 
English language development services. The 
results, including separate scores for each 
language domain and an overall score, help 
determine when students can exit language 
development programs. Michigan uses WIDA 
assessments to measure and report growth in 
English profciency. 

2. Academic Achievement Assessments: 
ELs must also take statewide tests in subjects 
such as English Language Arts (ELA), mathemat-
ics, science, and social studies. While ELs may be 
exempt from ELA assessments in their frst year 
of U.S. enrollment, they must participate in all 
other required content assessments.  Their per-
formance on these tests contributes to school 
accountability measures. 

Supports and Accommodations 
To ensure equitable participation, a range of 
supports and accommodations are available, 
including: 
• Universal Tools: Writing tools, frequent 

breaks, and oral presentation of directions. 
• Designated Supports: Text-to-speech, 

translated glossaries, full-text translations, 
and color overlays. 

• Accommodations: Extended time, braille, 
large-print tests, and the use of scribes. 

Accountability and Reporting 
Under ESSA, ELs are an essential subgroup for 
accountability reporting. Schools must track and 
report both ELs’ participation and performance in 
assessments. These data holds schools account-
able for ensuring ELs learn grade-level content 
alongside English profciency. 

Purpose of Assessing ELs 
The primary objective of including ELs in assess-
ments is to ensure schools are providing access to 
a free and appropriate education. Schools must 
ensure students are offered English language 
development services in order to be sure students 
are making progress in developing English pro-
fciency, so they can be successful in all of their 
regular grade-level instruction. Proper assess-
ment ensures ELs are not sidelined into extended 
language programs without adequate exposure to 
rigorous academic content. Without this integra-
tion, ELs risk academic stagnation, which could 
lead to increased dropout rates and limited future 
opportunities. 

continues on page 10 9 
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ASSESSMENT LITERACY INFO 
Conclusion 
Assessing ELs is critical for supporting their aca-
demic and linguistic growth. These assessments 
enable educators to help ELs acquire English pro-
fciency and succeed in school, preparing them for 
college and career opportunities. Educators can 
ensure ELs achieve their full potential by maintain-
ing high expectations and leveraging appropriate 
supports. 

RESOURCES 

• Learning Point: How do English learners 
participate in state assessment? 
(https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium. 
org/wp-content/uploads/LP-ENGLISH-LEARN-
ER-PARTICIPATION.pdf) 
Michigan Assessment Consortium, 2020 

• English Learners and ESSA: What Educators 
Need to Know 
(https://www.tesol.org/media/teuef0oa/tesol-
essa-resource-kit-fnal.pdf) 
TESOL, 2016 

• EL Assessment Consortiums, WIDA 
(https://wida.wisc.edu) 

• ELPA-12 
(https://elpa21.org) 
a member-supported project housed at the 
National Center for Research on Evaluation, 
Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST) at 
the University of California, Los Angeles 

• Michigan WIDA Information 
(https://www.michigan.gov/wida) 

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE 

Explore and integrate the universal tools, desig-
nated supports, and assessment accommodations 
available to support ELs participating in state as-
sessments. 
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TRAINING 
College Board Webinar: School Test 
Coordinator, Part 1 
• Tuesday, December 3, 2024, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
• For Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3zxYSOP) 

Winter/Spring 2024 Data Readiness Corporation 
(DRC) INSIGHT Technology Readiness Webinar 
for Technology Coordinators 
• Wednesday, December 4, 2024 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. ET 
• Click on the link below to join the webinar: 

Microsoft Teams Need help? 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 251 003 601 295 
Passcode: ZjJrRB 
Dial in by phone: +1 612-704-8944, 756836244# 
United States, Minneapolis 
Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 756 836 244# 

College Board Webinar: Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) Training for the Visually 
Impaired 
• Thursday, December 5, 2024, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
• For SSD Coordinators, Teachers of Visual 

Instruction 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3N0zMvf) 

College Board Webinar: Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) & Accommodations 
• Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
• For SSD Coordinators, School Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0) 

College Board Webinar: Technical Readiness 
• Thursday, January 23, 2025, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. 
• For Technology Coordinators, School Test 

Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MStUUG) 

College Board Webinar: School Test Coordinator, 
Part 2 
• Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
• For School Test Coordinators, District 

Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO) 
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CONFERENCES 
Michigan School Testing Conference 
• Tuesday, February 11 through Thursday, 

February 13, 2025 
• Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel 
• View full MSTC Conference details and 

registration here  (https://gomasa.org/ 
events/2025-michigan-school-testing-confer-
ence/) 

• The Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel room block can 
be accessed here 
(https://www.marriott.com/ 
event-reservations/reservation-link. 
mi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink) 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
DECEMBER 2024 

06 

16 

 
 

ACT WorkKeys Manage Participation Window is open through December 6, 2024. 
Each school’s WorkKeys Test Coordinator must indicate their school’s participation 
status for Spring 2025 administrations. 

The deadline for districts to submit the 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Report-
ing and Funding Application (https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx-
?qcode=i7tf9sgp) and submit Benchmark and Mode of Instruction Data to the Michi-
gan Data Hub is December 16, 2024. 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Nov 21, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

CEPI Center for Educational Performance 
and Information 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 14 
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