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The Michigan School for the Deaf graduates students empowered with a positive Deaf identity and who demonstrate 
the knowledge, confdence, and leadership to become contributing citizens in a diverse, technological, and demo-
cratic society. Photo credit: Rex Vernon, Principal 

    

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO 
Student Pre-ID for SAT, PSAT, 
WorkKeys, M-STEP, and MI-Access 

The Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE) Offce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability (OEAA) will pre-identify 
(Pre-ID) public school students (grades 3-11) 
for testing in the OEAA Secure Site, now ac-
cessed through MiLogin for Business (https:// 
milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenti-
cate). Students will be pre-IDed using the Fall 
2024 Michigan Student Data System (MSDS) 
General Collection and Student Record Main-
tenance (SRM) fles submitted through 5:00 
p.m. on December 31, 2024. 

Schools are not required to submit SRMs, 
but these fles will be used if they have been 
submitted. The Pre-ID Student Report will be 
available at 8:00 a.m. on January 6, 2025. 

The following students will be pre-identifed 
for testing: 
• All students in grades 3-8 and 11 will be 

pre-identifed for M-STEP. 
• Students will be pre-IDed as online 

testers unless they are enrolled in a 
school with an approved online test-
ing waiver. Students in approved pa-
per/pencil schools will be pre-IDed for 
paper/pencil testing. 

continues on page 3 2 

https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate
https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenti
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NEWS INFO 
• Individual students in online schools who 

require a paper/pencil test may be reas-
signed for paper/pencil testing. Refer to the 
document Changing the Mode (online, Pa-
per/Pencil) of Testing for Students, found in 
the Pre-Identifcation of Students section 
of the Secure Site Training webpage (www. 
michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 

• Schools will receive paper/pencil testing 
materials and printed barcode labels for 
students pre-IDed on the OEAA Secure Site, 
accessed through MiLogin for Business 
(https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/ 
authenticate), for paper/pencil testing by 
5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. 

• Since participation in the MI-Access as-
sessments is based on a student’s Individ-
ualized Education Program (IEP), schools 
are expected to move such students from 
the M-STEP assessment to the MI-Access 
Functional Independence (FI), Support-
ed Independence (SI), or Participation (P) 
assessment, as appropriate. Students not 
taking M-STEP should be unassigned from 
the M-STEP assessment. Refer to the arti-
cle “Pre-ID for MI-Access” on the following 
page of this Spotlight for more information. 

• All students in grades 8, 9, and 10 in established 
PSAT schools will be pre-identifed for PSAT 8, 
PSAT 9, or PSAT 10 test cycles. 
• Students will be pre-IDed as testing online 

unless they are enrolled in a school with an 
approved online testing waiver. Students 
in approved paper/pencil schools will be 
pre-IDed for paper/pencil testing. 

• Individual students in online schools 
who require a paper/pencil test must be 
submitted for pre-ID in the College Board’s 
SSD Online system. The mode of testing for 
these students cannot be changed in the 
OEAA Secure Site. 

• If the PSAT 8/9 or instead of and PSAT 10 is 
not appropriate for a student based on the 
student’s IEP, the student should be unas-
signed from the assessment by 5:00 p.m. 
on February 14, 2025, to ensure these stu-
dents receive the correct assessment.  

• Student barcode labels will not be used on 
the paper/pencil College Board tests. Follow 
College Board directions for correct label-
ing of test documents. 

• There is no alternate assessment to the 
PSAT 8/9 for grade 9 or PSAT 10. Students 
in grades 9 and 10 whose IEP indicates the 
PSAT is not appropriate will be exempt 
from testing and are to be unassigned in 
the Secure Site. Grade 8 students are to 
take the PSAT 8/9 or one of the MI-Access 
assessments for English language arts and 
mathematics, based on their IEP. 

• The PSAT 8/9 is one test that is adminis-
tered to both grades 8 and 9. However, in 
the OEAA Secure Site, the test cycle is split 
into two – PSAT 8 and PSAT 9. 

• All students in grades 11 and 12 who have not 
previously been included in accountability will 
be pre-identifed for SAT and WorkKeys. 
• The document Who Must/Can Take the 

MME? (www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/ 
Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/MME_ 
Eligibility.pdf) has been updated for Spring 
2025. 

• Schools are to unassign students who will be 
taking a MI-Access assessment from the SAT 
test cycle by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. 
This process also applies if a student 
chooses not to take the ACT WorkKeys 
along with MI-Access. This will prevent 
additional materials being sent to the 
school. 

continues on page 4 3 

https://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/MME_Eligibility.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/MME_Eligibility.pdf
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media
https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin
https://michigan.gov/securesitetraining
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NEWS INFO 
The OEAA will perform a one-time pull from MSDS 
for pre-identifcation of students taking the SAT, 
PSAT, WorkKeys, and M-STEP. Starting January 6, 
2025, it is the responsibility of the school to update 
the Pre-ID Student Report directly on the OEAA 
Secure Site, (accessed through MiLogin for Busi-
ness (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/ 
authenticate), by unassigning students who will 
not be testing and adding new students who will 
be testing. 

Shipment of all initial standard materials for 
SAT with Essay; PSAT-related testing; WorkKeys; 
M-STEP; and MI-Access; as well as barcode labels 
printed by assessment contractors, will be based 
on students who are pre-identifed on the OEAA 
Secure Site by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. 

To ensure your school gets the appropriate number 
of assessment materials, it is important to make 
sure your pre-identifcation information is accurate 
by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. Options and in-
structions for pre-identifcation of students can be 
found on the Secure Site Training webpage (www. 
michigan.gov/securesitetraining), in the Pre-Identi-
fcation of Students section. 

MME and PSAT 8/9 for Grade 8 – Important 
Information 
New students pre-identifed to the Michigan Mer-
it Exam (MME) must be pre-IDed to each assess-
ment (SAT, WorkKeys, and M-STEP science and 
social studies) separately. Grade 8 students must 
be pre-IDed to the PSAT 8 and M-STEP or to MI-Ac-
cess for social studies and science, as appropriate 
for the student. 

Once a student is pre-identifed to one of the 
assessments, the Mass Update Assessments page 
on the OEAA Secure Site, now accessed through 
MiLogin for Business (https://milogintp.michigan. 
gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate), can be used to eas-
ily copy them over to the other assessment(s). The 
The OEAA will pre-identify students to the required 
assessments, so this only applies to students pre-
identifed by the school or district starting 
January 6, 2025. 

Instructions specifc to this task — for either MME 
or PSAT grade 8 — are found in the document 
“Copy Students from One MME Component to oth-
er MME Components for Pre-Identifcation,” found 
on the Secure Site Training webpage (www.mich-
igan.gov/securesitetraining), under Mass Update 
Assessments in the Pre-Identifcation section. 

Pre-ID for MI-Access 
MI-Access is Michigan’s alternate assessment for 
students who have a signifcant cognitive disabili-
ty, and whose IEP team has determined that gen-
eral assessments, even with accommodations, are 
not appropriate. 

Since the OEAA cannot determine which students 
will test using the MI-Access Functional Indepen-
dence (FI), Supported Independence (SI), or Partic-
ipation (P) – that determination is made for indi-
vidual students by their IEP team – the OEAA will 
pre-identify all students to the M-STEP assessment 
during the pre-ID one-time pull of information 
from the MSDS. 

continues on page 5 4 

https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate
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NEWS INFO 
Starting January 6, 2025, districts and/or schools 
can begin moving students from M-STEP to the 
appropriate MI-Access assessment and pre-iden-
tifying any additional MI-Access students in the 
OEAA Secure Site, now accessed through MiLog-
in for Business (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/ 
tplogin/authenticate). 

To ensure students are not inadvertently tested 
in both the standard and alternate assessments, 
schools must unassign students taking the MI-Ac-
cess testing from M-STEP. If a student is taking a 
mix of MI-Access and M-STEP, schools can unas-
sign contents from an assessment record. This can 
be done for an individual student or for group of 
students at the same time, using the Mass Update 
Assessments function on the OEAA Secure Site. 

Instructions to Copy Students from M-STEP As-
sessment to MI-Access Assessments for Pre-Iden-
tifcation can be found on the Secure Site Training 
webpage (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining) 
under Mass Update Assessments in the Pre-Iden-
tifcation section. 
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NEWS INFO 
WIDA Pre-ID of Students and Initial 
Material Order 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Ac-
countability (OEAA) will pre-identify English 
Learner (EL) students for the WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs Spring 2025 assessment in the OEAA Se-
cure Site on December 10, 2024. 

This will be a one-time pull from the Michigan 
Student Data System (MSDS), to pre-identify 
students who will be taking the WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs. Districts and schools will be responsible for 
pre-identifying any additional EL students for this 
assessment through the end of testing. 

The Pre-ID Student Report will be available to 
schools on December 10, 2024 in the OEAA Se-
cure Site, now accessed through MiLogin for Busi-
ness (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/ 
authenticate). Instructions for accessing the Pre-ID 
Student Report and steps for pre-identifying stu-
dents can be found on the Secure Site Training 
webpage (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 

It is the responsibility of the district and/or school 
to do the following in the OEAA Secure Site: 
• Unassign students who have exited the school 

from the WIDA ACCESS test cycle 
• Pre-identify EL students not on the Pre-ID 

Student Report who may be newly identifed 
as ELs or are newly enrolled in the school 

• Identify students who will need to take the 
paper/pencil test and change their mode of 
testing from online to paper/pencil 

• Identify students who should take the 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs and assign them 
to Tier T to indicate they are taking the WIDA 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 

• The Tier T identifcation can be done for a 
group of students in the Mass Update As-
sessments page on the OEAA Secure Site. 

• To learn more about how to identify stu-
dents for the Alternate form of the WIDA AC-
CESS assessment, review the Alternate AC-
CESS for ELLs Selection Guidance (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/ 
WIDA_Alternate_Access_for_ELLs.pdf). 

Important Notes: 
• A student identifed by the OEAA for the WIDA 

ACCESS for ELLs has been identifed as an 
EL student by their current school or another 
school in the MSDS and was not exited from EL 
services. 
• The student will be expected to test. 

Unassigning a student from the assess-
ment does not remove the student from 
the expectation to test or from account-
ability calculations as an EL student. If 
you have questions about a student being 
EL, contact your district MSDS person for 
assistance. 

• A student who exits the district is to be 
unassigned from testing and exited from 
the district in the Spring 2025 MSDS 
General Collection. 

• If a student was submitted incorrectly in 
MSDS as EL — that is, they never were an EL 
student — the district can submit a False EL 
request on the WIDA Test Exception page 
of the OEAA Secure Site, from Decem-
ber 10, 2024, through January 17, 2025. 
Directions for submitting a False EL request 
can be found on the Secure Site Training 
web page. 

continues on page 7 6 
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NEWS INFO 
• All EL students will be pre-identifed for online 

testing unless the school has an approved on-
line waiver for WIDA ACCESS for ELLs. Some 
materials are only available as paper/pencil test-
ing, based on grade and domain. These mate-
rials will be ordered automatically for schools 
and districts based on the number of students 
pre-identifed by 5:00 p.m. on December 20, 
2024. 
• Schools with some students who will be 

taking the paper/pencil test must change 
the student’s record from online to paper/ 
pencil. Directions on how to change the 
mode of testing for students (online, paper/ 
pencil) are found on the Secure Site Train-
ing webpage (www.michigan.gov/secure-
sitetraining), under Mass Update Assess-
ments. 

• If a student’s mode of testing is changed 
to paper/pencil, the tier will default to Tier 
B. This can be changed in the student’s 
demographic screen, accessed through the 
Student Search function. 

• All students in schools that are admin-
istering the paper/pencil test (having 
received an approved online waiver) will be 
defaulted to Tier B. This can be changed 
if needed on the student’s demograph-
ic screen, accessed through the Student 
Search function. 

• All students pre-identifed by the OEAA will be 
pre-identifed to WIDA ACCESS for ELLs. Stu-
dents who will be taking the WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS for ELLs will have to be changed to Tier 
T through the student’s demographic screen, 
accessed through the Student Search function. 

• Schools will receive printed barcode labels for 
the students’ answer documents for paper/ 
pencil tests (if pre-identifed and designated as 
paper/pencil) by 5:00 p.m., December 20, 2024. 

WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Paper/Pencil Materials 
For a school to receive paper/pencil materials for 
students at the beginning of the testing window, 
the students must be pre-identifed in the OEAA 
Secure Site December 10 – 20, 2024. Schools can 
also order WIDA ACCESS for ELLs braille and en-
larged print materials directly from the Initial Ma-
terial Order screen on the OEAA Secure Site during 
this time. All other material quantities will be based 
on pre-identifcation of students with the paper/ 
pencil mode of testing selected. 

It is important for schools to ensure their pre-iden-
tifcation is accurate, with students taking the 
WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs or the paper/ 
pencil WIDA ACCESS for ELLs correctly identifed 
on the OEAA Secure Site, so the school will receive 
the appropriate paper/pencil materials. The Initial 
Material Order screen must also be checked to en-
sure the shipping address is correct. Directions for 
Initial Material Orders can be found on the Secure 
Site Training webpage (www.michigan.gov/secure-
sitetraining). 

WIDA Test Exceptions & False English Learner 
(EL) Guidance 
The window for WIDA Test Exceptions will be 
open December 10, 2024 – January 17, 2025 in 
the OEAA Secure Site, accessed through MiLogin 
for Business (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/ 
tplogin/authenticate). During this window, edu-
cators may request a waiver from the Spring 2025 
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs or the Alternate ACCESS for 
ELLs for students with specifc disabilities. All test 
exceptions must be applied for on an annual basis 
and approvals do not carry over from year to year. 

continues on page 8 7 
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NEWS INFO 
At this time, an exception can be requested for a 
student who was incorrectly identifed as an EL 
in the MSDS. This exemption request is not to be 
used for students who should have been exited 
from EL services but were not. False EL exemptions 
can only be submitted for a student who has never 
been an EL student but was incorrectly identifed 
as such. 

Directions for submitting WIDA Test Exceptions 
can be found on the Secure Site Training webpage 
(www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 
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NEWS INFO 
Required WIDA Assessment 
Courses and Webinars Available 
in WIDA Secure Portal 

Educators planning to administer and/or score the 
WIDA ACCESS for ELLs or WIDA Alternate ACCESS 
for ELLs assessments must complete the appropri-
ate Assessment Training Courses in their WIDA Se-
cure Portal (https://wida.wisc.edu/login) account.  

Some educators who have completed the trainings 
in previous years may be required to go through 
the courses again. These include those who will be 
administering: 

• the paper/pencil form of the WIDA 
ACCESS for ELLs assessment in grades 1-12 
and scoring the Speaking domain 
• required to complete these courses (as ap-

propriate):  
• Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring 

ACCESS Paper and WIDA Screener  
and/or  
• Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring 

ACCESS Paper and WIDA Screener  
• the Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs 

assessment 
• required to complete the Kindergarten 

ACCESS for ELLs: Administration and Scor-
ing course 

• the WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
assessment 
• required to complete the Alternate ACCESS 

for ELLs: Administration and Scoring course 

Recordings of Michigan-specifc webinars that 
were held in Fall 2024 are also available in the 
WIDA Secure Portal (https://wida.wisc.edu/log-
in). The recordings can be accessed by logging 
into your WIDA Secure Portal account, selecting 
Webinars, and then fltering by Format for 
Recorded types of webinars.  

Note: Viewing these webinars does not substitute 
for completion any needed Assessment Training 
Courses; however, unlike the WIDA Assessment 
Training Courses, the webinars provide some 
Michigan-specifc information. 
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NEWS INFO 
WIDA AMS Test Setup Window 
Opening January 3, 2025 

The Test Setup Window for WIDA ACCESS for ELLs 
and WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs opens on 
Friday, January 3, 2025, and closes April 4, 2025. 
The Test Setup allows you to view students being 
assessed and to modify test sessions in WIDA AMS 
(https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/ 
login/WIDA). If you are administering ACCESS for 
ELLs online, you must make sure your students are 
entered in the appropriate test sessions. 

Students for whom pre-identifcation data was 
submitted by December 20, 2024, will automat-
ically be placed into generic test sessions based 
on grade cluster and domain; these sessions will 
be available for review on January 3, 2025. To view 
the test sessions, log into WIDA AMS, click on Test 
Management and then click on Manage Test Ses-
sions. This view, which can be fltered by a specif-
ic district or school, displays the status of the test 
session: Not Started, In Progress, or Completed. 

For detailed instructions on Test Setup, refer to the 
“WIDA Assessment Management System (WIDA 
AMS) User Guide”, located in WIDA AMS (https:// 
www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/ 
WIDA) under My Applications > General Informa-
tion > Documents. 

Detailed information regarding the Central Offce 
Services (COS) – including how to confgure, install, 
manage, and troubleshoot the COS Service Devic-
es (COS - SD) software  – is found in the Technolo-
gy User Guide located in WIDA AMS (https://www. 
drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/WIDA) 
under My Applications > General Information > 
Documents. 

Screening Kindergarten Students 
as Potentially Eligible for English 
Learner Services  

Kindergarten students who are potentially 
eligible for English learner (EL) services and who 
have achieved a 5.0 or higher on the Listening 
and Speaking domains of the WIDA Screener 
earlier this school year must also be assessed on 
the Reading and Writing domains of the WIDA 
Screener prior to January 31, 2025. 

At that time, kindergarten students who score 
below 5.0 on the WIDA Screener Reading or 
Writing assessment should be identifed as ELs 
and should be reported as ELs in the Michigan 
Student Data System. These EL students will be 
required to take Spring 2025 WIDA ACCESS for 
ELLs. 

If the additional screening is not completed by 
December 20, 2024 – the date on which the WIDA 
ACCESS for ELLs initial material ordering and 
pre-identifcation window closes – educators will 
still be able to order materials for students who 
are subsequently identifed as EL; this will be done 
during the WIDA AMS Additional Material Order 
window, which will open  on January 23, 2025. 

Additional information about screening potential 
EL students can be found in the Entrance and Exit 
Protocol (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/ 
Project/Websites/mde/OES/Programs/Title-III/EL_ 
Entrance_and_Exit_Protocol.pdf). 
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NEWS INFO 
Educators Needed for Review Panels 

TheOffce of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) is seeking educators to serve on one 
of two committees, with events held in February, 
2025, in East Lansing. In particular, we are looking 
for social studies teachers and special education 
teachers. 

We are currently asking anyone interested in par-
ticipating in the committee events to indicate their 
interest by completing the corresponding survey(s) 
(linked below) by December 31, 2024. 

The committee events are: 

1. M-STEP Performance Level Descriptors 
Standard setting is the methodology used to 
defne levels of student achievement or profcien-
cy and culminates in recommending cut-scores 
corresponding to those levels. In preparation for 
standard setting for the M-STEP social studies 
assessments in June of 2025, Performance Level 
Descriptors (PLDs) must be developed. 

The assessment results convey the student’s 
knowledge and skills associated with each per-
formance (achievement) level. PLDs indicate the 
content-area knowledge and skills that students 
who are achieving at a certain level are expected to 
demonstrate, based upon the Michigan K-12 social 
studies standards. 

In addition to the standard setting process for de-
termining cut-scores, PLDs can be helpful in guid-
ing educators and parents toward an understand-
ing of the type of student performance required for 
each achievement level. 

This PLD event will take place February 4-5, 2025. 
To indicate your interest in participating in this 
event, click here (https://www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/MSTEP_SS_PLD_CREATION). 

2. Revised Alternate Content Expectations for 
Social Studies 

In 2019, the Michigan State Board of Education 
approved revised K-12 social studies standards. 
This revision was mainly a reorganization of the 
existing standards, with language changes and 
consolidation and movement of expectations at 
various grade levels. In 2020, the Covid-19 global 
pandemic slowed the progress of districts rolling 
out professional development and training for the 
revised standards and adjusting instruction and 
assessment in accordance with them. 

In 2024, Michigan’s state summative assess-
ment, M-STEP, was fully aligned to these revised 
standards for the frst time. A new M-STEP assess-
ment blueprint based on the recommendations of 
educator committees was adopted in the summer 
of 2024, with implementation and new standard 
setting will take place in 2025. 

As a result, the OEAA needs to revise the alternate 
content expectations for social studies that are 
aligned to the MI-Access Functional Independence 
assessment. These revisions will refect alignment 
to the K-12 social studies standards and revised lan-
guage. 

MDE is seeking interested special education and 
social studies teachers to participate in a one-day 
event on February 6, 2025, to review and make rec-
ommendations for these revisions. A panel will be 
convened for each grade level assessed (grades 5, 
8, and 11). 

To indicate your interest in participating in this 
event, click here (https://www.surveymonkey. 
com/r/MIA_SS_ALT_CONENT_EXPECTATIONS). 

continues on page 12 11 
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NEWS INFO 
Note for both events: The links are not a registra-
tion for either event. The OEAA will use responses 
to the interest surveys to send invitations for partic-
ipation, to ensure a proper cross section represen-
tation across the state. If you are selected, you will 
receive an invitation from our assessment vendor, 
Data Recognition Corporation (DRC), in early Janu-
ary, and you will respond and register for the event 
at that time. 

These events will be held in East Lansing, Michigan. 
A stipend or State Continuing Education Credit 
Hours (SCECH) will be offered, as well as travel ex-
penses incurred according to state reimbursement 
rules. 

1% Cap on MI-Access Waiver: Draft 
Open for Public Comment 

MDE intends to submit a request for a waiver from 
the U.S. Department of Education, to allow the 
state to exceed the 1% cap on student participation 
on MI-Access, Michigan’s alternate assessment, for 
the Spring 2025 administration. MDE is seeking 
public comment on this waiver request. 

An MDE memo released on November 21, 2024, pro-
vides more explanation about this waiver request. 
Click here to view the memo (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
Memos/2024/11/One-Percent-CAP-Waiver-Public-
Comment-Memo.pdf?rev=19cc8357997a4695a6f-
0c3a5f20750ea). 

MDE is accepting public comment on the pro-
posed waiver request until 11:59 p.m., December 23, 
2024. Comments may be shared via an electronic 
survey (https://www.research.net/r/27KM82L) or in 
an email to MDE-OSE-Public-Comment@mich-
igan.gov  (subject: Alternate Assessment 1% Cap 
Waiver). 

A current draft of the waiver request can be 
found at 1% Participation Cap on the Alternate 
Assessment: Information and Justifcation Forms 
website (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/ 
student-assessment/mi-access/general-info/1-par-
ticipation-cap-on-alternate-assessment-informa-
tion-and-justifcation-forms). 
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NEWS INFO 
Section 31a At Risk Student Report Now 
Available 

Section 31a of the State School Aid Act provides 
funding to eligible districts for instructional and 
pupil support services for students who meet the 
At Risk identifcation characteristics defned in 
the legislation. The purpose of Section 31a fund-
ing is to provide instructional and direct non-
instructional support services for At Risk-eligible 
pupils, to help them achieve regular attendance, 
English language arts profciency by the end of 
Grade 3, math profciency by the end of Grade 8, 
and career- and college-readiness by high school 
graduation. 

The 2023-24 At Risk report is now publicly available 
in MI School Data. The At Risk results are available 
in the “K-12 Grade” section of MI School Data (www. 
mischooldata.org) under School Accountability, 
located at At Risk Student. 

The At Risk report supports educators’ efforts to 
reduce achievement gaps, to identify areas of chal-
lenge, and to allocate resources to support access 
to quality educational opportunities for all stu-
dents. For more information on Section 31a At Risk 
programming and technical assistance, go to the 
Offce of Educational Supports webpage (www. 
michigan.gov/oes) and click on Section 31a At-risk 
under the State and Federal Programs section. 

Additional programming and technical assistance 
questions can be emailed to Dawn Carmody (car-
modyd1@michigan.gov), Stephanie Holmes-Web-
ster (holmeswebsters@michigan.gov), or Suzanne 
Grambush (grambushs1@michigan.gov). For ques-
tions related to accountability for Section 31a At-
risk, email Alexander Schwarz (schwarza@michi-
gan.gov). 

For questions related to Section 31a At-risk 
report utilization, functionality, and logging into 
MI School Data, contact the Center for Education-
al Performance and Information (CEPI) help desk 
(CEPI@michigan.gov). 

2024-25 Annual Education Report (AER) 
Coming Soon 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
and the Center for Educational Performance and 
Information (CEPI) are fnalizing the data and ma-
terials for schools to use in publishing the Annu-
al Education Report (AER). It is anticipated that 
2023-24 AER data and materials necessary for the 
creation of 2024-25 AERs will be available soon in 
preview for schools in this month at www.MIS-
choolData.org. Once available for preview, school/ 
district users can log in to MI School Data to review 
their reports. 

Please note that report information, cover letter 
templates, and combined report data currently lo-
cated on the Annual Education Report section at 
www.MISchoolData.org have not yet been updat-
ed to refect the materials to be used for the 2024-
25 school year AERs. MDE will be providing these 
materials and additional AER information when 
the AER is available in preview. 

13 

https://www.mischooldata.org
http://www.michigan.gov/oes
mailto:carmodyd1%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:holmeswebsters%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:holmeswebsters%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:grambushs1%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:grambushs1%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:schwarza%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:CEPI%40michigan.gov?subject=
mailto:CEPI%40michigan.gov?subject=
https://www.MISchoolData.org
https://www.MISchoolData.org
http://www.MISchoolData.org
mailto:CEPI@michigan.gov
mailto:grambushs1@michigan.gov
mailto:holmeswebsters@michigan.gov
mailto:modyd1@michigan.gov
https://michigan.gov/oes
https://mischooldata.org


NEWS 
COLLEGE 
BOARD 

ACT 
WORKKEYS 

ASSESSMENT 
LITERACY 

TRAINING 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 
REMINDERS 

CONTACT 
US 

    

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
New Resources Available 

The following documents are now available on the 
www.michigan.gov/mme and www.michigan.gov/ 
psat websites: 

1. Interactive Checklist User Guide: This guide 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/ 
MDE_Spr2025-Interactive-Checklist-Guide.pdf) 
helps school test coordinators customize the 
Interactive Checklist tool for their needs. It is 
available in the SAT (College Entrance Assess-
ment) section of the michigan.gov sites. 

2. November Monthly Newsletter: Distributed 
on the second Thursday of each month, this 
newsletter keeps district and school test coordi-
nators up to date on important news related to 
the Spring 2025 Michigan-provided SAT Suite. 
Newsletters will be archived in the SAT Suite 
Newsletter section for SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, 
and PSAT 10 on the www.michigan.gov/mme 
and www.michigan.gov/psat websites. The 
November Monthly Newsletter (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/College-Board-No-
vember-Monthly-Newsletter.pdf) is now avail-
able. 

Register for Upcoming College Board 
Webinars 

To support the MDE Spring 2025 implementation of 
SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9, College Board 
has scheduled a series of informative webinars. 
College Board will offer two webinars in January 
2025. 

On January 15, 2025, the Services for Students with 
Disabilities Webinar will be offered. Intended for 
School Test Coordinators and Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) Coordinators, this session 
will help schools prepare to administer the SAT 
Suite of Assessments to students with accommo-
dations and supports. Topics include test dates, 
staff responsibilities, SSD deadlines, how to enter 
accommodation requests in SSD Online, EL Sup-
ports, and viewing accommodations in Test Day 
Toolkit. 

On January 23, a session for technology directors 
will be offered, covering Spring 2025 topics such 
as Test Day Toolkit, Bluebook, application updates, 
and technical requirements.  

All webinars are recorded and archived on www. 
michigan.gov/psat and www.michigan.gov/mme. 
Please share this information with other test staff 
as needed. 

Title of Webinar Date Time Registration 
(ET) Link 

Services for Students January 1:00 - Register here 
with Disabiilities and 15, 2025 3:00 (https://bit. 
Accommodations p.m. ly/4ecfwD0) 

Technical January 10:00 Register here 
Readiness 23, 2025 - 11:15 (https://bit.ly/3M-

a.m. StUUG) 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Completing Manage Participation 

The deadline to complete the Manage Participation process in the PearsonAccessnext website (https:// 
testadmin.act.org/) is tomorrow, Friday, December 6, 2024, regardless of previous participation. This 
process takes approximately fve minutes. Step-by-step instructions for completing the process are pro-
vided in the Spotlight Newsletter - October 31, 2024 edition, page 7 (https://bit.ly/3UIlG5Q) and in the ACT 
WorkKeys Spring 2025 Manage Participation Guide (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Manage_Participation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf), which is locat-
ed on the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme). 

If your school will participate in the WorkKeys assessments in Spring 2025, you must also select the week 
in which you prefer to receive test materials. Be sure to select a week your school will be in session and not 
during spring break. 

Schools may select either Test Window 1 or Test Window 2 for initial testing. The Spring 2025 options are: 
• ACT WorkKeys Test Window 1 

Standard Time: March 27  
Accommodations: March 27 – April 9, 2025 
• Delivery of test materials either the week of March 3 or the week of March 10 

• ACT WorkKeys Test Window 2 
Standard Time: April 10 
Accommodations: April 10 – 23, 2025 
• Delivery of test materials either the week of March 17 or the week of March 24 

Note: Manage Participation must be completed at the individual school level, not at the district level. 
District Assessment Coordinators are to ensure that all schools within the district have completed the 
Manage Participation process, even if they are not testing. 

Important: You must submit your participation information by tomorrow, Friday, December 6, 2024. 
If you miss this deadline, you will receive periodic past-due reminders. 

For all upcoming events and deadlines, refer to the following documents: 
• ACT WorkKeys Schedule of Events (https://content.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_Work-

Keys_-_Michigan_-_Spring), posted on the ACT-hosted State of Michigan ACT WorkKeys State Testing 
website (http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan) on the WorkKeys on Paper page 

• ACT WorkKeys List of Important Dates (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/ACT_WorkKeys_list_of_Important_Dates.pdf), posted on the MME 
webpage (www.michigan.gov/mme). 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
College Board Webinar: Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) & Accommodations 
• Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
• For SSD Coordinators, School Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0) 

College Board Webinar: Technical Readiness 
• Thursday, January 23, 2025, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. 
• For Technology Coordinators, School Test 

Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MStUUG) 

College Board Webinar: School Test Coordinator, 
Part 2 
• Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
• For School Test Coordinators, District 

Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO) 

Michigan School Testing Conference 
• Tuesday, February 11 through Thursday, 

February 13, 2025 
• Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel 
• View full MSTC Conference details and 

registration here  (https://gomasa.org/ 
events/2025-michigan-school-testing-confer-
ence/) 

• The Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel room block can 
be accessed here 
(https://www.marriott.com/ 
event-reservations/reservation-link. 
mi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink) 

IMPORTANT DATES 
DECEMBER 2024 

The deadline for districts to submit the 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Reporting and 
Funding Application (https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx?qcode=i7tf9sgp) 
and submit Benchmark and Mode of Instruction Data to the Michigan Data Hub is 
December 16, 2024. 
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REMINDERS 
New MI-Access Alternate Assessment Guidance Tool 

To help Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams 
make data-informed and appropriate decisions around 
the use of alternate content expectations for instruc-
tion and assessment, the Michigan Department of Ed-
ucation has developed a new rubric, based on the four 
required criteria that must be met for a student to meet the defni-
tion of student with the most signifcant cognitive disabilities. Only 
students with the most signifcant cognitive disabilities are eligible 
to be working toward alternate content expectations, and thus take 
the MI-Access alternate assessment. 

The four criteria for students to meet the defnition of a student with 
the most signifcant cognitive disabilities are: 
1. Substantial Impairment in Cognitive Functioning 
2. Substantial Impairment in Adaptive Functioning across the Con-

ceptual, Social, and Practical Domains of Life 
3. Extensive Support Needs to Demonstrate Learning and to Gen-

eralize Across Settings 
4. Primary Standards for Instruction and Educational Goals Rooted 

in Alternate Achievement Standards 

The rubric can be found on the MI-Access web page (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/Services/Student-Assessment/mi-access). A di-
rect link to the rubric can be found by clicking here (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MI-Ac-
cess/Rubric-for-Assigning-Students-to-Alternate-Standards-in-In-
struction-and-Assessment-11_4_24.pdf). IEP teams are encouraged 
to start using this rubric in making instructional and assessment 
decisions. 

Note: Districts that fall into the Tier 3 level of support based on 2024 
participation rates will be required to use this rubric with all fagged 
cases during this year’s justifcation process; refer to the special ed-
ucation Catamaran system (https://catamaran.partners/Login.aspx-
?APPTHEME=MICIMS&ReturnURL=/Organization.aspx?orgIo=52126) 
for details. 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Dec 5, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

CEPI Center for Educational Performance 
and Information 

SRM Student Record Maintenance 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 18 
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