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Students and staff at Ojibwe Charter School wear orange on Orange Shirt Day, Sept. 30, to honor survivors of Indian 
residential schools and affrm the message: Every Child Matters. Photo credit: Stephanie Vittitow, Superintendent & 
K-12 Principal 

    

Share Your Favorite School Photo! 
This is your chance to showcase your school or district. Follow these 
guidelines to send us your photo: 1.) Ensure permission has been given 
to use the photo/subjects (per your school/district policies) 2.) Provide 
a 180-character (max) caption for your photo 3.) Provide a photo credit. 
No photographer name? We will credit the school/district. Email your 
photo, caption, and photo credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Sharing%20our%20photo%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO 
Approaching Deadline: Benchmark 
Reporting and Funding Application 

The deadline to report benchmark as-
sessment data and to apply for funding is 
Monday, December 16, 2024. 

All benchmark and mode of instruction data 
must be received with proper permissions by 
the Michigan Data Hub and the Benchmark 
Reporting and Funding Application must 
be submitted through NexSys no later than 
December 16, 2024. The Benchmark Report-
ing and Funding application is available in 
NexSys for system administrators. 

Funding is available to local public school dis-
tricts that 1) administered one of the following 
benchmark assessments within the frst nine 
weeks of school and 2) provided assurances 
that the same benchmark assessment(s) will 
be administered next spring in the last mark-
ing period of the school year: 
• NWEA Map 
• Curriculum Associates i-Ready 
• Renaissance Star 

Districts administering the free Smarter 
Balanced Interim Assessments, or the Early 
Literacy, and Mathematics Benchmark As-
sessments should also complete the NexSys 
application and submit the benchmark and 
mode of instruction data to the Michigan 
Data Hub. 

continues on  page 3 
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NEWS INFO 
The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
strongly encourages districts administering other 
benchmark assessments locally or assessments 
that provide progress monitoring as part of their 
benchmark assessment system to provide infor-
mation on these assessments through the Bench-
mark Assessment Reporting and Funding applica-
tion. 

Due to changes in how funding is allocated this 
year - $11,500,000 will now be split evenly on a 
per-pupil basis among eligible districts - Decem-
ber 16, 2024, is a frm deadline for submitting the 
NexSys application and providing data to the Mich-
igan Data Hub. 

The following resources to help districts meet 
the reporting and funding requirements of MCL 
388.1704h, State School Aid (https://legislature. 
mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-388-1704H) 
are available on the MDE Benchmark Assess-
ments web page (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/ 
services/student-assessment/benchmark-assess-
ments): 
• NexSys - Next Generation Grant, Application 

and Cash Management (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/services/fnancial-management/ 
grants/nexsys ) information and resources 

• 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Fact Sheet 
and FAQ (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Bench-
mark-Assessments/Benchmark-Assessments-
Fact-Sheet-and-FAQ.pdf)    

We are here to help. If you require further assis-
tance, please reach out to the following contacts: 
• Benchmark Assessment and Reporting Appli-

cation on NexSys questions: Barbara Diou-Roig 
at diouroigb1@michigan.gov 

• Reporting required data to the Michigan Data 
Hub questions: www.miservicedesk.com 

• Reporting local benchmark assessments or 
benchmark assessments with progress moni-
toring questions: Center for Educational Perfor-
mance and Information at cepi@michigan.gov  

• Funding questions: Carol Skillings at skill-
ingsc@michigan.gov 

• Benchmark Assessment System law questions: 
Kate Cermak at cermakk@michigan.gov 

• General support: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 
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NEWS INFO 
2024-25 Annual Education Report (AER) 
Preview Available 

Embargoed 2024-25 Annual Education Reports 
(AERs) have been available in preview since 
Monday, December 9, 2024, to authorized MI 
School Data users at www.mischooldata.org. To re-
view AERs, authorized individuals will need to log 
into MI School Data. Once logged in, authorized 
users can access AERs by navigating to the K-12 
Grade menu, selecting the School Accountabili-
ty submenu and then clicking Annual Education 
Report. The preview window will end on January 
6, 2025 and AERs will be made publicly available 
shortly thereafter. 

The AER pages on MI School Data provide cover 
letter templates and allow local educational agen-
cies (LEAs) and schools to download or capture the 
link to their required compiled school performance 
data from the most recent school year (2023-24). 
If used as designed, AERs meet specifc federal 
requirements of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA) in addition to state requirements for annual 
reporting to parents and communities. 

Updated report cover letters and data generated 
from the MI School Data AER site may be posted 
as early as January 6, 2025, and no later than Feb-
ruary 18, 2025. In addition to being publicly posted, 
AERs, they must be communicated to parents and 
communities. A full set of Frequently Asked Ques-
tions (FAQs) (https://www.michigan.gov/cepi/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/cepi/MISchoolData/2024-
25/2024-25-AER-FAQ-ONLY-FINAL.pdf) regarding 
AER requirements and the process to prepare, 
post, and communicate about the AER have been 
updated and provided on the MI School Data 
AER site, as well as in a Presentation on 2024-25 
AER Updates (https://docs.google.com/presenta-
tion/d/1iHeBAitN3en1HH4vEx9u1K7BGmRpSl_hX-
Crt2fLhlc4/edit#slide=id.p) 

2024 WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
Reports Available in MiLearn 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability (OEAA) is pleased to announce 
that WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs as-
sessment results are now available in the 
Michigan Linked Educational Assessment Report-
ing Network (MiLearn). Reports for the 2024 WIDA 
Alternate ACCESS test cycle are also available now. 

MiLearn is a free service provided to local school 
districts by the Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE). It enables parents, students, and educators 
to view state assessment results online through 
the district’s student information system. If your 
school uses one of the systems listed below and 
your district utilizes the Michigan Data Hub, you 
can take advantage of this free service:  
• PowerSchool  
• MISTAR  
• Skyward  
• Infnite Campus  
• Synergy  

Individual Student, Student Roster, and Frequency 
Reports are available to staff members who have 
been authorized by the district to view the reports. 
The Individual Student Report is also available to 
parents in districts that have enabled WIDA Alter-
nate ACCESS for parents.  

If you have questions regarding how to access 
the reports, please contact the OEAA by email at 
mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. For additional infor-
mation about the reports themselves, refer to the 
2024 WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Interpre-
tive Guide for Score Reports (https://wida.wisc.edu/ 
sites/default/fles/resource/Alt-Interpretive-Guide. 
pdf). 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Technology Updates 
from College Board 

On Monday, December 2, 2024, 
College Board shared import-
ant technology updates with 
educators who have opted in 
to receive technology updates 
from College Board’s Commu-
nications department. Here is a 
summary of the updates shared 
in the December 2 communica-
tion: 

• ChromeOS: Recommended 
maximum now aligns with 
the stable channel 

• MacOS and iPadOS: New 
versions certifed 

• Windows Tablets: Physical 
keyboards strongly recom-
mended for all students 

The functionality of the on-
screen keyboard in Windows 
tablets will be signifcantly lim-
ited for College Board testing 
starting in Spring 2025. PSAT tes-
ters can still use Windows tablets 
without an external keyboard, 
since a keypad will be provided 
in Bluebook. However, the high-
lights and notes universal tool 
will not be available to Windows 
tablet users without an external 
keyboard. For SAT with Essay 
testers, an external keyboard will 
be necessary to type the essay.  

If your school’s only option is to 
test with Windows tablets, and 
external keyboards cannot be 
acquired, contact College Board 
by phone at 866-870-3127 or by 
email at michiganadministrator-
support@collegeboard.org. For 
Spring 2025, alternate devices 
(Chromebooks) can be provided 
free of charge to schools test-
ing on Windows tablets with no 
access to external keyboards. 

College Board School 
Test Coordinator Part 1 
Resources 

On Tuesday, December 3, 2024, 
College Board presented the 
School Test Coordinator Part 1 
webinar. This session, designed 
for School Test Coordinators, 
covered topics such as policies, 
procedures, available resourc-
es, student registration, accom-
modations, digital readiness, 
and communications for the 
Michigan Department of Educa-
tion-provided spring administra-
tions of the SAT with Essay, PSAT 
8/9, and PSAT 10. 

The following webinar resources 
are now available on www.mich-
igan.gov/mme and www.michi-
gan.gov/psat: 

• School Test Coordinator 
Part 1 Webinar Recording 
(https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=jNrx6YpMQyY)  

• School Test Coordinator 
Part 1 PPT (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/me-
dia/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/ 
MDE-CB-School-Test-Coordi-
nator-Webinar-Part-1.pdf) 

• School Test Coordinator Part 
1 Q&A Report (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/me-
dia/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/MDE-
CB-School-Test-Coordinator-
Part-1-QA.pdf)  

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Register for Upcoming 
College Board Webinars 

To support the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education’s Spring 2025 
implementation of SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9, 
College Board has scheduled a 
series of informative webinars. 
College Board will offer two we-
binars in January 2025. 

On January 15, 2025, the Services 
for Students with Disabilities 
Webinar will be offered. Intend-
ed for School Test Coordinators 
and Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD) Coordinators, 
this session will help schools pre-
pare to administer the SAT Suite 
of Assessments to students with 
accommodations and supports. 
Topics include test dates, staff 
responsibilities, SSD deadlines, 
how to enter accommodation 
requests in SSD Online, EL Sup-
ports, and viewing accommoda-
tions in Test Day Toolkit. 

On January 23 a session for tech-
nology directors will be offered, 
covering topics such as Test Day 
Toolkit, Bluebook, application 
updates, and technical require-
ments.  

All webinars are recorded and 
archived on www.michigan.gov/ 
psat and www.michigan.gov/ 
mme. Please share this infor-
mation with other test staff as 
needed. 

Title of Webinar Date Time (ET) Registration 
Link 

Services for January 15, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Register Here 
Students with 2025 (https://bit. 
Disabilities and ly/4ecfwD0) 
Accommodations 

Technical January 23, 10:00 - 11:15 Register Here 
Readiness 2025 a.m. (https://bit. 

ly/3MStUUG) 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 

6 

https://www.michigan.gov/psat
https://www.michigan.gov/psat
https://www.michigan.gov/mme
https://www.michigan.gov/mme
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0
https://bit.ly/3MStUUG


NEWS 
COLLEGE 
BOARD 

ACT 
WORKKEYS 

ASSESSMENT 
LITERACY 

TRAINING 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 
REMINDERS 

CONTACT 
US 

 

  

   
     

  
   

 

 
 

 
   

   
   
 
   
     
       

    

ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Pre-identify Students and Order WorkKeys Test Materials 

The window to submit student data for pre-identifcation barcode labels and to order ACT WorkKeys stan-
dard-time and accommodations materials is January 6 – February 14, 2025 (until 5:00 p.m.) through the 
Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site, now accessed through MiLogin 
for Business (https://milogintp.michigan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate). 

Instructions for these activities can be found on the Secure Site Training web page (www.michigan.gov/ 
securesitetraining) under the Pre-Identifcation of Students and the Material Ordering sections. 

Initial material orders for Standard Time, Regular Print WorkKeys materials will be based on the number 
of students pre-identifed on the OEAA Secure Site by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. OEAA will load all 
students in grades 11 and 12 who have not previously tested once in early January. Schools must add newly 
enrolled students after the initial load. An article titled “Student Pre-ID for SAT, PSAT, WorkKeys, M-STEP, 
and MI-Access” in the Spotlight newsletter - December 5, 2024 issue, page 2 (https://bit.ly/3Dae3iK) 
contains additional information. 

The projected number of Standard Time, Regular Print materials that will be sent, based on the pre-identi-
fcation count, can be viewed on the Initial Material Orders page on the OEAA Secure Site. The number of 
Standard Time, Regular Print materials can only be adjusted by pre-identifying additional students and/or 
unassigning students from the testing. Accommodated and Spanish materials orders will automatically 
reduce the number of Standard Time booklets sent. 

Important: Accommodated materials and Spanish test booklets must be ordered (if needed) through 
the OEAA Secure Site on the Initial Material Orders page by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2025. Missing this 
deadline will result in your school not receiving ancillary accommodations and return shipping materials. 

Refer to the “Student Pre-ID for SAT, PSAT, WorkKeys, M-STEP, and MI-Access” article in the Spotlight 
newsletter - December 5, 2024 issue  (https://bit.ly/3Dae3iK) for complete information. 

The following WorkKeys test materials will be available for ordering: 
• Standard Time (Regular Print English Book) 
• English Answer Documents 
• Extended Time (Regular Print English Book) 
• Reader Script (comes with a Regular Print Book) 
• English Pre-recorded Audio (comes with a Regular Print English Book) 

continues on page 8 7 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

WorkKeys test materials continued 
• Arabic Pre-recorded Audio (comes with a Regular English Print Book) 

• A video displays the page of the English test book that corresponds with the audio of the question 
and responses. The following items are translated into Arabic: 
• Workplace Documents – directions only, not test items 
• Applied Math – directions and all test items 
• Graphic Literacy – directions and all test items 

• Large Print (no longer comes with a Regular Print English Book) 
• Braille Unifed English Braille (UEB) (comes with a Regular Print English Book) 
• Spanish Standard time (comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 
• Spanish Answer Documents 
• Spanish Extended Time (comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 
• Spanish Reader Script (comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 
• Spanish Pre-recorded Audio (comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 
• Spanish Large Print (no longer comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 
• American Spanish Braille (comes with a Regular Spanish Print Book) 

Note: Translated Test Instructions (test instructions in Arabic, Chinese [Simplifed], Chinese [Tradition-
al], Farsi, French, German, Haitian Creole, Korean, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Tagalog, and Vietnamese) are 
no longer orderable. The WorkKeys-Translated Test Directions for English Leaners (pdf) can be download-
ed and printed from the ACT-hosted State of Michigan ACT WorkKeys State Testing website (http://www. 
act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan) on the WorkKeys on Paper page in step 3: Accommodation. 

The following materials will automatically be included in the initial test materials shipment: barcode 
labels, answer documents, administration manuals, Test Administration Forms folders, a small overage of 
Regular Print English test books, return shipping materials, and other ancillary materials. 

All test materials will be sent to the WorkKeys Test Coordinator’s mailing address (not the building ad-
dress) as listed in the Educational Entity Master (EEM) (www.michigan.gov/eem) as of February 14, 2025. 

An article titled “The Time is Now! Update School and District Contacts in the EEM for the 2024-25 School 
Year” in the Spotlight newsletter - August 1, 2024 issue, page 7 (https://bit.ly/4dRQurZ), contains additional 
information on why this review/update is needed, as well as the list of contacts to be reviewed. 
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ACT WorkKeys Customer Support Team ACT WORKKEYS Email: workkeys@act.org 
Call: 800-967-5539 (9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.) 
Email to Accommodations Questions: INFO 

ACTState Accoms@act.org 

Completing Manage Participation 

The deadline to complete the Manage Participation process in the PearsonAccessnext website (https:// 
testadmin.act.org/), regardless of previous participation, is past due. If you missed that deadline, you must 
submit your participation information as soon as possible. 

This process takes approximately fve minutes. Step-by-step instructions for completing the process are 
provided in the ACT WorkKeys Spring 2025 Manage Participation Guide (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/ACT_WorkKeys_Manage_Participation_Guide_-_Michigan.pdf), 
which is located on the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme). 

If your school will participate in the WorkKeys assessments in Spring 2025, you must select the week in 
which you prefer to receive test materials. Be sure to select a week your school will be in session and not 
during spring break. 

If your school will not participate this spring, complete the Not Testing section to be removed from future 
communications for the current academic year. 

The names of the schools that will be participating are sent to the OEAA Secure Site daily. District and 
Building Assessment Coordinators can verify each school’s status by reviewing the Test Center Participa-
tion page on the OEAA Secure Site, now accessed through MiLogin for Business (https://milogintp.michi-
gan.gov/eai/tplogin/authenticate) under the Assessment Registration drop-down menu. 

District Assessment Coordinators should ensure that all high schools in the district have completed the 
Manage Participation process, even if they are not testing. 

For all upcoming events and deadlines, refer to the following documents: 

• ACT WorkKeys Schedule of Events (https://content.act.org/michigan/r/Schedule_of_Events_for_ 
WorkKeys_-_Michigan_-_Spring), posted on the ACT-hosted State of Michigan ACT WorkKeys State 
Testing website (http://www.act.org/stateanddistrict/michigan) on the WorkKeys on Paper page 

• ACT WorkKeys List of Important Dates (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/ACT_WorkKeys_list_of_Important_Dates.pdf), posted on the MME 
webpage (www.michigan.gov/mme). 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
College Board Webinar: Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) & Accommodations 
• Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
• For SSD Coordinators, School Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0) 

College Board Webinar: Technical Readiness 
• Thursday, January 23, 2025, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m. 
• For Technology Coordinators, School Test 

Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MStUUG) 

College Board Webinar: School Test Coordinator, 
Part 2 
• Wednesday, March 5, 2025, 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. 
• For School Test Coordinators, District 

Test Coordinators 
• Register here (https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO) 

Michigan School Testing Conference 
• Tuesday, February 11 through Thursday, 

February 13, 2025 
• Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel 
• View full MSTC Conference details and 

registration here  (https://gomasa.org/ 
events/2025-michigan-school-testing-confer-
ence/) 

• The Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel room block can 
be accessed here 
(https://www.marriott.com/ 
event-reservations/reservation-link. 
mi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink) 

10 

https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0
https://bit.ly/3MStUUG
https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO
https://gomasa.org/events/2025-michigan-school-testing-conference/
https://gomasa.org/events/2025-michigan-school-testing-conference/
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1684764352878&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com
https://gomasa.org
https://bit.ly/3MVDUfO
https://bit.ly/3MStUUG
https://bit.ly/4ecfwD0


6 

NEWS 
COLLEGE 
BOARD 

ACT 
WORKKEYS 

ASSESSMENT 
LITERACY 

TRAINING 
IMPORTANT 

DATES 
REMINDERS 

CONTACT 
US 

IMPORTANT DATES 
DECEMBER 2024 

16 

10 

10 

10 

10 

    

 

 

 

WIDA Initial Material Order Window (Braille and Enlarged Print). 
Now through 5:00 p.m., December 20, 2024 

WIDA Pre-Identifcation of students for barcode labels in OEAA Secure Site. 
Now through 5:00 p.m., December 20, 2024 

WIDA Pre-Identifcation of students as Tier T (WIDA Alternate ACCESS) for barcode labels in 
OEAA Secure Site. 
Now through 5:00 p.m., December 20, 2024 

WIDA Assessments Off-Site Test Administration Window; includes WIDA ACCESS for ELLs, 
WIDA Alternate ACCESS for ELLs 
Now through April 3, 2025 

The deadline for districts to submit the 2024-2025 Benchmark Assessments Reporting and 
Funding Application (https://mdoe.state.mi.us/GEMS/User/SSOLanding.aspx?qcode=i7tf9sgp) 
and submit Benchmark and Mode of Instruction Data to the Michigan Data Hub is 
December 16, 2024 

JANUARY 2025 

Pre-Identifcation of students for barcode labels begins for M-STEP, MI-Access, SAT, PSAT 10, 
PSAT 8/9, and ACT WorkKeys. Deadline is 5:00 p.m., February 14, 2025 
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REMINDERS 
New MI-Access Alternate Assessment Guidance Tool 

To help Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams make 
data-informed and appropriate decisions around the use of alternate 
content expectations for instruction and assessment, the Michigan 
Department of Education has developed a new rubric, based on the 
four required criteria that must be met for a student to meet the 
defnition of student with the most signifcant cognitive disabilities. 

The rubric can be found on the MI-Access web page (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/Services/Student-Assessment/mi-access). 
A direct link to the rubric can be found by clicking here (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MI-Ac-
cess/Rubric-for-Assigning-Students-to-Alternate-Standards-in-In-
struction-and-Assessment-11_4_24.pdf). IEP teams are encouraged 
to start using this rubric in making instructional and assessment 
decisions. 

Read the full article in the Spotlight newsletter - November 21 issue, 
page 4 (https://bit.ly/3ZBhs1y). 

Educators Needed for Review Panels 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) 
is seeking social studies and special education teachers to serve on 
two committees, with events held in February, 2025, in East Lansing. 

The committees are: 
1. M-STEP Performance Level Descriptors (https://www.survey-

monkey.com/r/MSTEP_SS_PLD_CREATION ) 
2. Revised Alternate Content Expectations for Social Studies 

(https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MIA_SS_ALT_CONENT_EX-
PECTATIONS) 

We are currently asking anyone interested in participating in the 
committee events to indicate their interest by completing the corre-
sponding survey(s) (linked above) by December 31, 2024. 

Read the full article in the Spotlight newsletter - December 5 issue, 
page 11 (https://bit.ly/3Dae3iK) 

Rubric for Assigning 
Students to Alternate 

Standards in Instruction 
and Assessment 

(https://www.michigan. 
gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 

Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
MI-Access/Rubric-for-As-
signing-Students-to-Al-
ternate-Standards-in-In-

struction-and-Assess-
ment-11_4_24.pdf) 

Let us know if you will 
serve on one of these 

committees! 
Survey deadline is 
December 31, 2024 
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REMINDERS 
1% Cap on MI-Access Waiver: Draft Open for Public 
Comment 

The Michigan Department of Education intends to submit a request 
for a waiver from the U.S. Department of Education, to allow the 
state to exceed the 1% cap on student participation on MI-Access, 
Michigan’s alternate assessment, for the Spring 2025 administration. 
MDE is seeking public comment on this waiver request. 

An MDE memo released on November 21, 2024, provides more ex-
planation about this waiver request. Click here to view the memo 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
Memos/2024/11/One-Percent-CAP-Waiver-Public-Comment-Memo. 
pdf?rev=19cc8357997a4695a6f0c3a5f20750ea). 

MDE is accepting public comment on the proposed waiver request 
until 11:59 p.m., December 23, 2024. Comments may be shared via 
an electronic survey (https://www.research.net/r/27KM82L) or in an 
email to MDE-OSE-Public-Comment@michigan.gov  (subject: Alter-
nate Assessment 1% Cap Waiver). 

A current draft of the waiver request can be found at 1% Participa-
tion Cap on the Alternate Assessment: Information and Justifcation 
Forms website (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-as-
sessment/mi-access/general-info/1-participation-cap-on-alter-
nate-assessment-information-and-justifcation-forms). 

Submit Public Comments 
on the 1% Cap on 
MI-Access Waiver 

(https://www.research. 
net/r/27KM82L) 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Dec 12, 2024 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

AER Annual Education Report MiLearn Michigan Linked Educational 
Assessment Reporting Network 

CEPI Center for Educational Performance 
and Information 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 14 
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