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Royal Oak students in grades 1-4 explored coding, robotics, and hands-on STEM activities during the Girl Scouts of
Southeastern Michigan’s Mobile STEAM Lab pilot visit. Photo credit: Amy Murphy, Royal Oak Schools

Act Now: Share Your Best School Photo Today!

M I ( H I GﬁN Don't miss this opportunity to showcase your school or district! Follow these

Department ° quick steps to submit your photo:

ofEducathn 1. Confirm you have permission to share (per your school/district policies).
2. Include a caption (180 characters max).
Enjoying this newsletter? 3. Provide a photo credit (or we'll credit your school/district).
Click here to subscribe to the | Email your photo, caption, and credit to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov now!
o Let's shine a Spotlight on your school—submit your photo today!

Spotlight.

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
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NEWS INFO

Upcoming DRC INSIGHT Testing
Updates

School and district Technology Coordinators
need to be aware of two important updates
coming to the Data Recognition Corporation
(DRC) INSIGHT Testing Engine:
New desktop logo for all users
Chromebook users (only) must uninstall
current DRC INSIGHT testing applications
and install the new version by August 1,
2025

Be sure to share this information with
school/district Technology Coordinators.

As your team prepares for Fall 2025 and
Spring 2026 state assessments, it is impera-
tive that the technology staff is aware of key
changes coming to the DRC INSIGHT testing
applications, starting June 27, 2025.

A technology readiness webinar with full
training details is scheduled for 10:00 a.m.,
August 6, 2025. Technology Coordinators are
urged to save this date, so they can get the
most up-to-date technology readiness infor-
mation for all 2025-26 administrations that
will use the DRC INSIGHT testing application.
Meeting Information:

Microsoft Teams Meeting

(https://bit.ly/3HLbEgGF)

Meeting ID: 236 636 620 101 6

Passcode: 6DY7Md3A

continues on page 3


https://bit.ly/3HLbEgF
https://bit.ly/3HLbEgF
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New Secure Browser Desktop Logo

DRC is updating the DRC INSIGHT desktop icon to
improve clarity for students and staff. Starting June
27, 2025, when Version 16 of the secure browser is
installed, users will see a new desktop shortcut.

Old Logo
Version 15

New Logo
Version 16

Please help spread the word to staff and students
so they recognize the updated shortcut when
launching the test.

Chromebook Testing Application Update

For the 2025-2026 school year, the Chromebook
version of DRC INSIGHT will be replaced with a
new Progressive Web App (PWA). Districts that
test on Chromebooks must uninstall the current
app andinstall the new version. This is not an auto-
matic update. A one-month grace period in July al-
lows time for the switch, but beginning in August,
version 15 will no longer be supported.

Note: This only affects Chromebook testing
devices.

Automatic Updates for Windows and Linux
Starting June 27, 2025, Windows and Linux test-
ing devices will receive an automatic update
prompt when users launch the DRC INSIGHT
secure browser. This update brings the system to
version 16.x and no longer requires administrator
rights to install. Users can simply click “Upgrade”
to proceed.

Note: MacOS devices will continue to use the
manual update process for this version.
3

No Change to Platforms or Specifications

All current testing device platforms are still
supported: Windows, Mac, Linux, iPad, and
Chromebook.

Device requirements and Central Office Services
(COS) configurations remain unchanged.

Watch for
upcoming Technology Coordinator

more detailed information in the
Training.
For now, your help spreading the word to your
school/district IT staff is greatly appreciated, to

ensure a smooth transition and testing season.
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Early Literacy & Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments Coordinator

Administration Training

The live online administration training for the Fall
2025 and Winter 2026 Early Literacy and Mathe-
matics Benchmark Assessments will be held on
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. This live
training will include a Q&A opportunity. The train-
ing will be recorded and posted to the Data Rec-
ognition Corporation DRC INSIGHT Portal (https://
by Wednesday, August 13
under General Information - Documents (docu-

mi.drcedirect.com)

ment type: Training Presentations & FAQS).

This is critical training for all school and district
staff members who will be administering the Early
Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assess-
ments in fall 2025, especially as new enhance-
ments have been made to the testing engine that
will impact students’ testing experience.

Please select the link below to join the Early
Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assess-
ments Coordinator Administration Training on
August 12:

Microsoft Teams Meeting
(https:/bit.ly/4k00OZur)
Meeting ID: 236 636 620 101 6
Passcode: 6DY7Md3A

Spring 2025 M-STEP and MI-Access Test
Administration Surveys

Thank you for your diligent efforts to
ensure a smooth and successful
M-STEP and MI-Access administration
for Michigan students in Spring 2025!

To improve administration policies/procedures
and provide you with the best possible sup-
port, the Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability is conducting two surveys:
M-STEP Administration Survey
(https://mvww.surveymonkey.
com/r/2025M-STEPSurvey)
MI-Access Administration Survey
(https://forms.office.com/g/VMENBItd27).

We value your input and believe that your experi-
ences and insights are vital in shaping decisions
that will directly influence your work in the future.

The surveys will provide valuable information on
various aspects of the testing process, including
resources, training, and any challenges you might
have encountered during the Spring 2025 adminis-
tration. Your feedback will allow us to identify areas
for improvement and make informed decisions to
enhance future assessment administration.

Please complete the surveys at the links above
by June 27, 2025. The surveys will take 10 to 15
minutes to complete. Please share this article
and survey link with staff who participated in the
assessment administration this past spring.


https://mi.drcedirect.com
https://bit.ly/4k0OZur
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2025M-STEPSurvey
https://forms.office.com/g/vM6NB1td27
https://forms.office.com/g/vM6NB1td27
https://www.surveymonkey
https://bit.ly/4k0OZur
https://mi.drcedirect.com
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School Establishment for
Spring 2026

At the start of each school
year in the fall, College Board
collaborates with the Michigan
Department of Education (MDE)
to establish schools for the Mich-
igan-provided SAT with Essay,
PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9, which
are administered in the subse-
qguent spring of the academic
year. This school establishment
process identifies which Mich-
igan schools will participate in
the state assessments and sets
them up for digital testing in
College Board's systems.

District and school test coordi-
nators preparing for this fall's
return to school should stay alert
for establishment information
in future communications from
College Board and MDE through
the Student

Assessment and Accountabil-

Spotlight on

ity newsletter. Once establish-
ment processes are underway in
August/September, coordina-
tors can check on the status
of their school's establishment
in the Office of Educational
Assessment and Accountability
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/

oeaa-secure).

The establishment deadline is
typically in mid-late November.
Missing this deadline will jeopar-
dize a school’s ability to partici-
pate in Spring 2026 testing. More
information will be forthcoming
in future Spotlight newsletters.

Matching Student Scores
to a College Board
Account

If a student who
tested in the
Spring 2025 Michi-
gan College Board
(CB) administration signs into
their
not see their scores,

CB account but does
it may
be because CB was unable to
automatically link the student's
account and their score report.
Before their scores can be dis-
played, students must verify ad-
ditional information in their ac-
count. To do this, they will need
their SAT
number, which the test coordi-

either registration
nator can find in College Board's
State Data Management Sys-
tem, or their unique identifica-
tion code (UIC), which the school
can provide if needed.

continues on page 6

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
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To establish a match, the stu-

dent will:

1. Log in to their College Board
account (https://prod.idp.col-
legeboard.org/)

2. Select the Matching Tool

3. Follow the instructions on
the screen

4. Select one of the following
options:

| can supply my test infor-
mation

| can supply my student
ID (i.e., the UIC)

If this process doesn’t work, stu-
dents should contact College
Board Customer Service at 866-
870-3127 and select Option 2.

Educator Score Release

Educator score
release for the
Spring 2025 Mich-
igan-provided SAT
with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT
8/9 is scheduled for Monday,
June 30, in the K-12 Reporting

Portal.

Starting in August, the following
score data will also be available
to Michigan educators:
Downloadable data files for
individual-level and aggre-
gate-level reports, in the Of-
fice of Educational Assess-
ment and Accountability
Secure Site (www.michigan.
gov/oeaa-secure)
Student-level reports for
teachers, parents, and stu-
dents based on current en-
rollment, through local Stu-
dent

available in the MilLearn Stu-

Information Systems

dent Assessment Score Re-
porting Site
Parent Reports mailed to
schools
For additional details about
College Board’'s educator score
release, see the Spotlight news-
letter - June 5 issue (https:/bit.
ly/4klzm33).

Upcoming Scores and
Reporting Webinar

Oon Wednesday,
August 20, 2025
Board
will host a state-

College

wide Scores and Reporting we-
binar for SAT with Essay, PSAT
8/9, and PSAT 10. All test staff,
counselors, and school admin-
istrators are invited to attend to
gain insight into accessing and
interpreting SAT Suite scores
in the K-12 Reporting Portal.
(https://college-

Register here

board.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_VNyL-7ufTtOrPel7YfefDA#/
registration).

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://prod.idp.collegeboard.org/
https://prod.idp.collegeboard.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://bit.ly/4kIzmJ3
https://bit.ly/4kIzmJ3
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Webinar: DRC INSIGHT Technology
Readiness

Wednesday, August 6, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Microsoft Teams Meeting
(https://bit.ly/3HLbEgF)
Meeting ID: 236 636 620 101 6
Passcode: 6DY7Md3A

Webinar: Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment
Coordinator Test Administration
Training

Tuesday, August 12, 2025
10:00 a.m.

Microsoft Teams Meeting
(https://bit.ly/4k00OZur)
Meeting ID: 236 636 620 101 6
Passcode: 6DY7Md3A

Webinar: College Board Statewide
Scores and Reporting Webinar for SAT
with Essay, PSAT 8/9, and PSAT 10

Wednesday, August 20, 2025

9:00 a.m.

Registration Link (https://collegeboard.zoom.
us/webinar/register/WN_vNyL-7ufTtOrPel7Yfef-
DA)

2025 Building a Better Assessment
Future Conference: Blazing a Trail
to Student Success

The Michigan Assessment Consortium will host its
fifth annual Building a Better Assessment Future
conference Aug. 5-6, 2025 at the Kellogg Hotel and
Conference Center in East Lansing.

Held in partnership with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education and its Formative Assessment

for Michigan Educators program (https:/Awvww.
michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/
fame), the event will spotlight research-based,
equity-driven practices that put students at the
center of assessment systems.

Designed by educators, the conference aims to
equip school leaders with tools to support assess-

ment literacy and student success.

Conference details and registration information

(https://mwvww.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/
event/bbaf-2025/).


https://bit.ly/3HLbEgF
https://bit.ly/4k0OZur
https://collegeboard.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vNyL-7ufTtOrPel7YfefDA
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/fame
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/fame
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/bbaf-2025/
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org
https://michigan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment
https://www
https://collegeboard.zoom
https://bit.ly/4k0OZur
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Monday, July 7, 2025 Friday, October 24, 2025

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessment — Pre-identification in the OEAA
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)

Tuesday, July 8, 2025 WIDA ACCESS, WIDA Alternate ACCESS — Ongoing
PDF Reports available in WIDA AMS & down-
loadable data file available in OEAA Secure Site
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)

AUGUST 2025
Start Date Assessment/Task End Date
Wednesday, WEBINAR: DRC INSIGHT Technology Wednesday,
August 6, 2025 Readiness and Installation Training August 6, 2025
10:00 a.m. and Q& A —
Register here (https://bit.ly/3HLbEgF)
Tuesday, WEBINAR: Early Literacy and Mathematics Tuesday,
August 12, 2025 Benchmark Assessments Coordinator August 12, 2025
10:00 a.m. Training —
Register here (https://bit.ly/4k00Zur)
Monday, . . Monday,
' Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark '
August 18, 2025 Assessment — Fall Test Administration August 18, 2025
Window
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Benchmark Assessment Funding Grant,
Fiscal Year 2025

The Michigan Department of Education reviewed
Benchmark Assessment Grant applications for fiscal
year 2025, and eligible districts were notified of their
awards on February 6, 2025, via NexSys.

To receive funding, districts must submit a budget in NexSys, chang-
ing the application status from “Modifications Required” to “Modi-
fications Submitted” and pressing “Save.” Eligible expenditures in-
clude academic testing services, staff time (not replacing regular
school aid-funded salaries), support services, and supplies related to
the district’'s benchmark assessments program during school year
2024-25.

Budgets must be submitted by June 30, 2025, with payments
processed on a rolling basis through the July State Aid payment.

Additional resources and support are available on the MDE Bench-
mark Assessments webpage (www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmar-
kassessments), and questions can be emailed to Barb Diou-Roig
(diouroigbl@michigan.gov). See the Spotlight newsletter - March 27
issue (https://bit.ly/4hR3KPb) for full details.



http://www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
mailto:diouroigb1%40michigan.gov?subject=Benchmark%20Assessment%20Funding%20Grant
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OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing:

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site

Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa
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