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Special education teachers at Hamilton Community Schools lead professional development on building more inclu-
sive classrooms for students with diverse learning needs and abilities. Photo credit: Zach Harig, Hamilton Community
Schools

We Want to See Your Best Back-to-School Photos!
M I ( : H I ( iﬁN Help us shine a Spotlight on your school or district by sharing your favorite
5 ‘o back-to-school moments. Here's how to send us your photo:
epartment P

ofEducatlon 1. Makg s’ure you have permission to share the photo (check your school/
district's policy)
Enjoying this newsletter? 2. Add a short caption (.up to 200 characters) o
3. Include a photo credit (or we'll credit your school or district)

Click here to subscribe tothe |, £y5i| everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov.
Spotlight. Let's celebrate the new school year together—send us your photo today!

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT
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Spring 2025 Student-level Reports
and Student Data Files Available for
M-STEP, MI-Access, SAT with Essay,
PSAT-related, and ACT WorkKeys

Student-level reports and
student data files for the Spring
2025 administrations of M-STEP,
MI-Access, SAT with Essay, PSAT-
related, and ACT WorkKeys are now available
in the Dynamic Score Reporting Site, which
is accessed through the Office of Educational
Assessment and Accountability OEAA Secure

Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure).

Important Reminder: Spring 2025 test
results are embargoed until the public
release of Spring 2025 assessment results
later this summer. Districts and schools
will be notified through Spotlight when the
embargo has been lifted.

While individual student results may be
shared with parents at this time, it is not
permissible to share any school-, district-,
or state-level results with parents, the com-
munity, or other external parties until the
embargo is lifted by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Education. School board meetings
are open meetings; therefore, the sharing
of embargoed assessment results at these
meetings is not permissible until the embar-
go is lifted.

continues on page 3
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Currently Available Student-level Reports

Reports for all listed assessments that are currently available include:
Individual Student Reports (ISRs)
Parent Reports
Student Overview
Student Roster

To access your school’s student-level reports, log into the OEAA Secure Site and select the Reports
tab, then select Dynamic Score Reports in the drop-down menu.

Next, select the Test Cycle, ISD, District, and School for your search criteria. Then, by selecting Search
you will be directed to the Dynamic Score Reporting Site where you can view your reports.

Printed Parent Reports and Student Record Labels will arrive in schools in late August.

Aggregate reports will be available later this summer. Watch the Spotlight for details.

3 continues on page 4
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Student Data Files Available
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To access the Student Data Files, log into the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). Select

the Reports tab from the top of the screen, then select Student Score Data Files from the drop-down
menu:

Next, select the Test Cycle (Spring 2025 M-STEP, MI-Access, SAT, PSAT 10, PSAT 9, PSAT 8, or ACT WorkKeys),
Report Type, and entity information and select Search:

The Student Data File Format describes all data available in the Student Data File and can be downloaded
from this page after you have selected the Test Cycle:


http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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Now Available: New M-STEP Social

Studies Cut Scores
U i]

Between 2019 and 2024, districts worked to align
their instruction and educational experiences with

The M-STEP Social Studies assess-

ment was recently realigned with
the
proved by the Michigan State Board of

Education in 2019.

revised content standards ap-

the revised standards. The Office of Educational
Assessment and Accountability worked with Mich-
igan educators to facilitate item writing, review,
and field-testing of new items aligned with the re-
vised standards.

In June 2024, an educator panel comprised of
Michigan teachers and educators was convened to
review how districts implemented the new social
studies content standards. The panel discussed po-
tential implications of the revised standards on the
M-STEP social studies blueprint. As a result, blue-
print revisions were recommended and approved.

The new blueprint (https://www.michigan.gov/
mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/M-
STEP/Blueprint---SS-Blueprint-for-MDE-website.
pdf) was applied to the assessment in 2025. Given

changes to both the academic standards and the
test blueprint, a new standard setting took place in
June 2025.

The standard setting process for M-STEP social
studies was a multi-step procedure. The first step
involved a panel of educators who met to review
the revised standards and to establish perfor-
mance level descriptions of social studies content
based on the standards.

Then, another educator panel met to apply those
descriptors; this involved discussion of expecta-
tions for students at each performance level, re-
view of the test questions, and making cut score
recommendations. Both panels were primarily
made up of Michigan social studies teachers, with
each panel also having a curriculum director, an
intermediate school district consultant, and other
administrators.

Performance Level Descriptors

The performance level descriptors used for this pro-
cess can be helpful to educators to illustrate what
a student should know and be able to do by the
end of the grade band in which students will be
tested. The performance level descriptors (https://

tinyurl.com/t5pvkv6e5) used for standard setting are
posted on the M-STEP web page (www.michigan.

gov/mstep).

Cut Scores

Cut scores are used to determine where one re-
porting level ends and another begins. The educa-
tor panels reviewed the performance level descrip-
tors and the assessment items to make cut score
recommendations. When cut scores are applied
to the scale score range, student scores can be as-
sociated with one of the following reporting levels:
Not Proficient, Partially Proficient, Proficient, or
Advanced. For more information about each per-

formance level, see the document M-STEP: What

Do the Scores Mean (https://www.michigan.gov/
mde/services/student-assessment/m-step/m-step-
what-do-the-scores-mean).

continues on page 6
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The table below shows the approved cut scores for the M-STEP Social Studies assessment, starting with
the 2025 assessment results.

Grade Partially Proficient Proficient Advanced
5 1469 1500 1517
8 1787 1800 1832
n 2082 2100 2131
*Students scoring below the Partially Proficient cut score
fall into the Not Proficient category

These new cut scores have been applied to the final social studies assessment results from 2025.
Preliminary scores were not available this year for M-STEP Social Studies while this standard-setting
process was underway.

Given that these are new cut scores, comparisons should not be made between the 2025 scores and pre-
vious M-STEP Social Studies results. The 2025 results and prior years' results are based on different sets
of performance level descriptors, item alignments, and blueprints. Since the standard setting process is
complete, preliminary scores will once again be available in 2026.
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Fall 2025 Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessments
Online Test Directions Available

Tomorrow, August 8

The Fall 2025 Early Literacy and Math-
ematics Benchmark Assessments test
administration window is opening

D<u ’
soon. The administration window runs

from August 18 through October 24, 2025.

The Online Test Directions for kindergarten, grade
one and grade two will be available in the DRC
INSIGHT Portal and on the Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessments web page

(www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath) as of tomor-
row, August 8.

Reminder: These assessments are free to schools
and districts. The Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments meet the criteria of the
Michigan Benchmark Assessment Law (https:/

www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectNam-
e=MCL-388-1704H)

Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessment Test
Administration Manual Available

on August 11

The 2025-2026 Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment
(ELMBA) Test Administration Manual
(TAM) will be available Monday, August

'

11, 2025, on the ELMBA web page (www.michigan.

gov/earlylitandmath) under the What's New and
Current Assessment Administration sections.

The manual is an essential resource for success-
ful test administration and contains information
about roles, responsibilities, and procedures that
test coordinators/administrators must know.

The 2025-26 TAM — EL MBA Test Administrator Man-
ual (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Math-
ematics/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_TAM.

pdf) provides specific administration information
for fall, winter, and spring versions of the bench-
mark assessment test.

It provides important test administration updates,
including:
Important Dates and Resource Documents
Overview, Roles and Responsibilities, Supports
and Accommodations
Information for District/Building Coordinators
and Test Administrators

Be sure to review the ELMBA web page (www.

michigan.gov/earlylitandmath) for updates, and
watch the Spotlight for important dates and timely
updates related to the ELMBA test administration.


http://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
http://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-388-1704H
http://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Early-Literacy-and-Mathematics/Early_Literacy_and_Mathematics_TAM.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
https://michigan.gov/earlylitandmath
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj
www.michigan
www.legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectNam
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DRC INSIGHT Portal Available for Fall
2025 Early Literacy and Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments

available for online administrative U :\
tasks for the Fall 2025 Early Litera-

cy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments.

The Data Recognition Corporations
(DRC) INSIGHT Portal is currently

For detailed information about student manage-
ment, test management, and test monitoring, re-
view the DRC INSIGHT Portal User Guide (https://
mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.as-
pXx?id=138a6159-d66a-4801-ace8-24f92ae4b4bf).

DRC INSIGHT Portal users can:
assign Universal Tools, Designated Supports,
and Accommodations
create and manage test sessions and print test
tickets and rosters
configure test sessions for test monitoring

DRC INSIGHT Portal Training Opportunities

DRC will provide the 2025-26 Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark assessment adminis-
tration training on Tuesday, August 12, at 10:00
a.m. A recording of this training will be available by
Wednesday, August 13. The recording and presen-
tation for this training will be available in the DRC
INSIGHT Portal (https://mi.drcedirect.com) and on
each assessment web page.

Visual demonstrations of many of the tasks de-
scribed in the INSIGHT Portal User Guide are avail-
able in the DRC INSIGHT mini-module online vid-
eos. These include:
Accessing Documents on the DRC INSIGHT
Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/100fYeBoVI-
46DYCad6lQKKWIHVFIUjcIK/view)
Searching for Students in the DRC INSIGHT
Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiYOUW-
dUNUMAHWFpaFx1a8h0cxJdQ_BGz/view)
Accessing the Online Tools Trainings (OTTs)
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/THy8iXAL-
NbD6ZsSRbBN9EgFgc_Zd7vMjA/Niew)
Assigning and Mass-Assigning Student Sup-

ports and Accommodations in the DRC IN-
SIGHT Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/INiNf_i-UIS-
b3xTgPW2_y-4iNRIFxv1jU/Niew)

Entering Student Responses in the MI-Access

Online Document Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/TIEChhy-
HTrgveHwWQyaFLMIETIf5rm5ZzS/view)
Finding Student Testing Status in the DRC
INSIGHT Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aqyoHGIBX-
7NPT4kbFVRszj5mzIRyDgrEp/view)

Creating Test Sessions and Printing Test Tick-
ets in the DRC INSIGHT Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/ImsIFU4FzM-
HoKMUdVH45XwWTvOO0i-L2HR_ /view)

Using Test Monitoring in the DRC INSIGHT
Portal
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g70Wywea9P-
TEBFINDDclAktbUPGhSFwn/view)



https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=138a6159-d66a-4801-ace8-24f92ae4b4bf
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1niNf_i-UlS
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hy8iXAL
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iYOuW
https://drive.google.com/file/d/100fYeBoVJ
https://mi.drcedirect.com
https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.as

COLLEGE
BOARD

ACT
WORKKEYS

ASSESSMENT
LITERACY

NEWS |

CONFERENCES

TRAINING & IMPORTANT CONTACT
REMINDERS

DATES us

NEWS INFO

Fall 2024 Pre-ID and Test Session
Assignment for Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark
Assessments (K-2)

Pre-ID for Fall 2025 Schools may pre-identify stu-
dents in grades K-2 to the Fall 2025 Early Literacy
and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments in the
Office of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/
oeaa-secure) any time before testing.

Differently than for other state assessments, stu-
dents are not pre-identified for the Early Literacy
and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments by
the OEAA — it is the responsibility of the district or
school to pre-identify all students who will be par-
ticipating in the fall administrations.

The test administration window for the Fall 2025
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark As-
sessments for students in kindergarten, grade
one, and grade two is August 18 — October 24, 2025.
These benchmark assessments are only available
online.

For the Fall 2025 administration, there are several
options for pre-identification:
The MSDS Copy function (https:/mwww.michi-
gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/
OEAA/Secure-Site-Training/MSDS_Copy.pdf)
in the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/

oeaa-secure) can be used to copy student
data from the Michigan Student Data System
(MSDS) into the OEAA Secure Site for pre-iden-
tification.

This process does not involve your district's
MSDS person. Important note: When using
this function, you will need to search by the
student’s grade in the 2024-25 school year and
place them in the appropriate grade for the

2025-26 school year. You cannot use this func-
tion for incoming kindergarten students since
they will not yet be enrolled in MSDS in your
school for the 2025-26 school year.

Students can be loaded to the OEAA Secure
Site in either .csv (comma separated values)
or .txt (text only) formatting. Refer to the_Pre-
ID File Format (https://baa.state.mi.us/BAAS-
ecure/pdfs/Pre-Id_File_Layout.pdf)

document
on the login page of the Secure Site. You may
need to enlist the help of your district's MSDS
person for this process.

Students can be pre-identified on the Secure
Site one at a time using the Student Search

function (https://mvww.michigan.gov/mde/-/
media/Project/Websites/mde/Year/2020/01/29/
Student_Search_One_Student_at_a_Time.pdf).
This process is quick but may not be practical
when pre-identifying large groups of students.

Instructions and more information about each of
these pre-identification methods a can be found
on the OEAA Secure Site Training web page

(https://mvww.michigan.gov/securesitetraining) un-
der the Pre-ldentification of Students section.

Test Session Setup
Beginning August 1, 2025, the DRC INSIGHT Por-
tal (https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-

ui/#/login/Ml) has been available to create test ses-
sions, assign the Text-To-Speech (TTS) designated
supporttoindividual grade two students who need
it, and to print test tickets. Students must first be
pre-identified in the OEAA Secure Site before they
are made available in the DRC INSIGHT Portal.


http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Secure-Site-Training/MSDS_Copy.pdf
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Available Now: 2025-26 DRC INSIGHT
Technology User Guide and Technology
User Guide Updates & Changes Docu-
ments - for M-STEP, MI-Access, Early
Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark
Assessment, and Smarter Balanced
Interim Assessments

WORKKEYS LITERACY

Please share this article with your district and
building technology staff.

The 2025-26 Data Recognition Corporation DRC
INSIGHT Technology User Guide (https:/mi.drce-
direct.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx-
?id=e2116dd2-df96-4blf-b9a4-56cc5782a0d1)
the Technology User Guide Updates & Chang-

and

es (https://midrcedirect.com/Documents/Un-
secure/Doc.aspx?id=3015737f-d359-4b74-8042-
81618b924427) documents are now available.
They can be accessed the DRC INSIGHT Portal
(https:/mi.drcedirect.com) under General Infor-

mation - Documents (audience: District Technol-
ogy Coordinators).

These two documents provide detailed informa-
tion on how to configure, install, manage, and trou-
bleshoot DRC INSIGHT online testing for M-STEP,
MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics Bench-
mark assessments and for Smarter Balanced Inter-
im assessments.

Guide (https:/midrcedi-
rect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx-
?id=e2l16dd2-df96-4blf-b9a4-56cc5782a0d1) -
This comprehensive document provides all the

Technology User

information a Technology Coordinator needs to
prepare for, install, manage, and troubleshoot
DRC INSIGHT online testing.

10
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Technology User Guide Updates & Changes

(https://mi.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unse-
cure/Doc.aspx?id=3015737f-d359-4b74-8042-
81618b924427) — This document details all the
changes that were made to the DRC INSIGHT
Technology User Guide for the 2025-26 aca-
demic year. This will allow technology staff to
identify changes that were made for the new
year.
Be sure all building and district Technology
Coordinators are aware of these important
resources to prepare for the 2025-26 DRC INSIGHT
testing administrations.
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Federal Requirement to Identify
Potential English Learners

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) re-
quires schools to identify new students who may
be eligible to receive English language services
within 30 days of enrollment. The process and
requirements to identify such students can be
found in the Michigan Entrance and Exit Proto-

col (https:/Mmww.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OES/Programs/Title-11I/EL_En-
trance_and_Exit_Protocol.pdf).; the document can

also be accessed through English Learners (ELs)
(www.michigan.gov/imde-el).


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OES/Programs/Title-III/EL_Entrance_and_Exit_Protocol.pdf
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www.michigan.gov/mde-el
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj

NEWS |

BOARD

COLLEGE ACT
WORKKEYS

ASSESSMENT
LITERACY

TRAINING &
CONFERENCES

IMPORTANT
DATES us

CONTACT
REMINDERS

COLLEGE BOARD INFO

New Services for
Students with Disabilities
Accommodations

Policy for Screen Reader
(Non-embedded)
Accommodation

On July 23, College Board sent
an email to Services for Students
with Disabilities (SSD) Coordi-
nators, families, and students
who have active SSD Online
(https://accommodations.col-
legeboard.org/ssd-online?excm-
pid=vt-00024) profiles. The email
shares important updates about
the non-embedded screen read-
er accommodation in College
Board assessments.

Effective August 1, 2025, stu-
dents approved for a non-em-
bedded screen reader will no
longer receive extended time by
default. Consequently, if a stu-
dent approved for the non-em-
bedded
requires extended time, SSD

screen reader also
Coordinators must now submit
a separate request for extended

time in SSD Online.

Students
non-embedded screen

approved for the
reader
prior to July 31 will retain their
extended time.

However, if the student's Indi-
vidualized Education Program
team, family, and other stake-
holders decide that the student
should test without additional
time, the extended time can be
removed from the student’s pro-
file via SSD Online.

Other steps must be taken if a
student opts to use the embed-
ded text-to-speech (TTS) tool in
Bluebook instead of a screen
reader:
SSD Coordinators must
confirm the student has ap-
proval for TTS (embedded) in
SSD Online.
If such use is not approved,
a new request must be sub-
mitted.
« Important: Embedded
TTS does not automatical-
ly include extended time;
coordinators must request it
separately, as needed.

See the table on the follow page
for an overview of similarities
and differences between Text-
to-Speech (Embedded) and
Screen Reader (Non-Embedded)
accommodations.

continues on page 12

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
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Typical Use Case

Students with reading disabilities

Students with visual
impairments

Tool Type

Built into College Board'’s
Bluebook testing platform

External software often required

Content Read Aloud

Test content only (questions,
passages, student readiness
activities)

Tests all on-screen content, typi-
cally including medtadata

Configuration Needs

Schools do not need to configure
the tool prior to testing

Schools must configure the tool
prior to testing

Approval Required in SSD
Online

Yes

Yes

Extended Time Automatically
Included

No

No (as of August 2025)

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
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Spring 2026 Test Dates

The Spring 2026
testing window
for the Michigan-
provided SAT
with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT
8/9 (grades 8 and 9) is April 6

through April 24, 2026.

See the Spotlight newsletter
— July 31 issue (https:/bit.ly/
3J5aA86) for details.

SAT with
Essay

PSAT 10

PSAT 8/9 for
Grade 9

PSAT 8/9 for
Crade 8

April 6-24,
2026

School Establishment
and the Educational
Entity Master (EEM)

School estalish-
ment is the pro-
cess throughwhich
Michigan schools

are identified as participating in
the state assessments and are
set up for spring testing in Col-

lege Board systems.

To ensure their school is estab-
lished for Spring 2026 testing,
schools must work with their
district authorized user to review
and update staff contact infor-
mation in the Educational Entity
(EEM)
gov/eem).

Master (www.michigan.

See the Spotlight newsletter
— July 31 issue (https:/bit.ly/

3J5aA80) for details.

Upcoming Scores and
Reporting Webinar

Oon Wednesday,

August 20, 2025,

College Board will

host a statewide

Scores and Reporting webinar
for SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, and
PSAT 10. All test staff, counselors,
and school administrators are
invited to attend to gain insight
into accessing and interpret-
ing SAT Suite scores in the K-12
Reporting Portal.
(https://college-

Register here

board.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_VNyL-7ufTtOrPel7YfefDA#/
registration).

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org
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ACTState Accoms@act.org
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ACT WorkKeys Score Reports Delivery and Returned Shipments

School- and student-level paper reports are scheduled to be delivered August 4 - 8, 2025, to the mailing
address of the WorkKeys Test Coordinator listed in the Educational Entity Master (EEM) (www.michigan.
gov/eem) as of July 1, 2025.

Refer to the Spotlight newsletter — July 31 issue (https://bit.ly/315aA86) for more information about:
what is included in the reports shipment
National Career Readiness Certificates (NCRCs)
student access to myworkkeys.com (www.myworkkeys.com)

If you have not yet received your reports, ensure the mailing information in the EEM system is current. If it
is out of date, contact your district’'s authorized EEM user to update the EEM system as soon as possible. If
you are not sure who the authorized EEM user is, use the District and School Contact page on the OEAA
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) to retrieve the name and contact information for your dis-
trict. Note: Nonpublic schools that need to update their information in the EEM must call 517-241-5385 or
email nonpublicschools@michigan.gov.

Instructions for using the District and School Contacts page are available at the Secure Site Training web

page (Www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining), under the Miscellaneous section.

ACT will begin reshipping returned package(s) on August 18, 2025.
If the package(s) was returned because the school is/was closed for the summer, it will be reshipped
to the WorkKeys Test Coordinator at the mailing address listed in EEM.
If the package(s) was returned because the school is permanently closed, it will be shipped to the
District Assessment Coordinator at the mailing address listed in EEM.
If the district is also closed, reports will be shipped to the Michigan Department of Education.
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Early Literacy & Mathematics
Benchmark Assessments Coordinator
Administration Training

The live online administration training for the Fall
2025 and Winter 2026 Early Literacy and Mathe-
matics Benchmark Assessments will be held on
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. This live
training will include a Q & A opportunity. The train-
ing will be recorded and posted to the Data Rec-
oghition Corporation DRC INSIGHT Portal (https://
mi.drcedirect.com) by Wednesday, August 13,

under General Information - Documents (docu-
ment type: Training Presentations & FAQs).

Thisis critical training for all school and district staff
members who will be administering the Early Liter-
acy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments in
fall of 2025, especially as new enhancements have
been made to the testing engine that will impact
students’ testing experience.

Please select the link below to join the Early Lit-
eracy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments
Coordinator Administration Training on August 12:
Microsoft Teams Meeting
(https://bit.ly/4k0OZur)
Meeting ID: 236 636 620 101 6
Passcode: 6DY7Md3A

WIDA Overview Webinars

These webinars will provide educators with an
overview of what WIDA is, as well as provide intro-
ductory information about how to get started ac-
cessing and administering the WIDA Screener as-
sessments (grades K-12).

Registration for the WIDA Overview Webinars
(https://bit.ly/4647xXj). New test coordinators are
encouraged to join the webinars:

« WIDA 101 - What is WIDA?
Tuesday, August 26, 2025
3:00-3:30 p.m.
« Identifying and Screening English Learners,
Part1
Tuesday, September 9, 2025
12:00-12:30 p.m.
- Identifying and Screening English Learners,
Part 2
Tuesday, September 16, 2025
12:00-12:30 p.m.

The webinars will be recorded and posted to the
Michigan Department of Education YouTube chan-

nel (https:/mwww.youtube.com/michdepted).

Note: These online webinars are not replacements
for required test coordinator and administrator
training in the WIDA Secure Portal.
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Register Now for Fall 2025 School
Accountability Workshops

Are you new to school accountability or need a
refresher? Would you like to learn more about nav-
igating, interpreting, and using school account-
ability reports and data?

The Michigan Department of Educational Office
of Educaitonal Assessment and Accountability
(OEAA) is offering three free in-person learning
workshops this fall.

« Wayne RESA (Wayne)
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
830 a.m. - 1215 p.m.

- Saginaw ISD (Saginaw)
Monday, September 15, 2025
830 a.m. -1215 p.m.

. Kent ISD/GRCC (Grand Rapids)
Thursday, September 18, 2025
830 a.m. -1215 p.m.

For those who are interested in a remote option or
are unable to attend in-person, OEAA is also host-
ing a single virtual session without the interactive
activities of the in-person workshops.

« Virtual Workshop (Microsoft Teams)
Thursday, September 25, 2025
830 a.m. -1215 p.m.

Space is limited for the in-person events, so
register today to guarantee your spot. The virtual
session does not require pre-registration. SCECHSs
will be available for your attendance.

Workshop information and registration
(https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025)
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AUGUST 2025
Start Date Assessment/Event End Date
Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
Assessment — pre-identification in the OEAA October 24,2025
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) by 12:00 p.m.
Ongoing WIDA ACCCESS, WIDA Alternate ACCESS —
PDF reports available in WIDA AMS & download-
able data file available in the OEAA Secure Site
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure)
Ongoing M-STEP-, MI-Access, Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment —
DRC Technology Coordinator Training (recorded)
available in the DRC INSIGHT Portal
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/)
Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
Assessments — Create and Manage Online Test October 24,2025
Sessions in the DRC INSIGHT Portal
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/)
Tuesday, WEBINAR: Early Literacy and Mathematics Tuesday,
August 12, 2025 Benchmark Assessments Coordinator August 12, 2025
10:00 a.m. Training —
Register here (https://bit.ly/4k00OZur)
Monday, Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
August 18, 2025 Assessments — Fall 2025 administration test October 24, 2025
window
Wednesday, WEBINAR: College Board Statewide Scores Wednesday,
August 20, 2025 and Reporting Webinar for SAT with Essay, August 20, 2025
9:00 a.m. PSAT 8/9, and PSAT10 —
Register here (https://collegeboard.zoom.us/we-
binar/register/WN_vNyL-7ufTtOrPel7YfefDA)
Tuesday, WEBINAR: WIDA 101 - What is WIDA? — Tuesday,
August 26, 2025 Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xX]) August 26, 2025
3:00 p.m. 3:30 p.m.

continues on page 18
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SEPTEMBER 2025
Start Date Assessment/Event End Date
Tuesday, WEBINAR: Identifying and Screening English Tuesday,
September 9, 2025 Learners, Part 1 September 9, 2025
12:00 p.m. Register here (https:/bit.ly/4647xXj) 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday, School Accountability Workshop Wednesday,
September 10,2025 | Wayne RESA September 10, 2025
8:30 a.m. Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 12:15 p.m.
Monday, School Accountability Workshop Monday,
September 15,2025 | Saginaw ISD September 15, 2025
8:30 a.m. Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday, WEBINAR: Identify and Screening English Tuesday,
September 16, 2025 Learners, Part 2 September 16, 2025
12:00 p.m. Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xXj) 12:30 p.m.
Thursday, School Accountability Workshop Thursday,
September 18, 2025 Kent ISD/GRCC September 18, 2025
8:30 a.m. Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 12:15 p.m.
Thursday, School Accountability Workshop Thursday,
September 25,2025 | Virtual (Microsoft Teams) September 25, 2025
8:30 a.m. Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 12:15 p.m.
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. OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY Issued: Aug 07, 2025

A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight

= =

Data Recognition Corporation OTTs Online Training Tools
EEM Educational Entity Master SSD Services for Students with
Disabilities
ELLs English Language Learners TAM Test Administration Manual
ISRs Individual Student Reports TTS Text-to-Speech

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option):

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the

M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting

Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing:
Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa
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