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Share your best back-to-school moments! Submit your photos to be featured in our Spotlight newsletter 
and showcase the great work happening in Michigan schools. See instructions below. 

 
 

  

 

 
 
 

We Want to See Your Best Back-to-School Photos! 
Help us shine a Spotlight on your school or district by sharing your favorite 
back-to-school moments. Here’s how to send us your photo: 
1. Make sure you have permission to share the photo (check your school/ 

district’s policy) 
2. Add a short caption (up to 200 characters) 
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district) 
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 
Let’s celebrate the new school year together—send us your photo today! 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Back-tp-School%20Photos
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NEWS INFO 
Embargoed M-STEP, SAT with 
Essay, PSAT-related, and MI-Access 
Aggregate Reports Available 

Aggregate reports for 2025 
M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-
related, and MI-Access as-
sessments are available in the 
Dynamic Score Reporting Site (see instruc-
tions for access below). Downloadable 
aggregate data fles for M-STEP, MI-Access, 
SAT, and the PSAT-related assessments are 
now also available in the Offce of Assess-
ment and Accountability OEAA Secure Site 
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 

Embargo Reminder: Spring 2025 test 
results are embargoed until the public 
release of Spring 2025 assessment results 
later this summer. While individual stu-
dent results may be shared with parents as 
they become available, it is not permissible 
to share any school, district, or state-level 
results with parents, the community, or other 
external parties until the embargo is lifted by 
the Michigan Department of Education. 

2 continues on page 3 

http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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NEWS INFO 
Aggregate reports currently available by assessment include: 
• M-STEP 

• Comprehensive Report 
• Demographic Report 
• Demographic Subscore Report (English language arts [ELA], mathematics, science) 

• SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9 for Grade 8: 
• Comprehensive Report 
• Demographic Report 

• PSAT 8/9 for Grade 9 and PSAT 10 
• Demographic Report (only) 

• MI-Access 
• Comprehensive Report 
• Demographic Report 

To access the Dynamic Score Reporting Site, log into the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-
cure). Select Dynamic Score Reports under the Reports tab: 

Select the appropriate Test Cycle and entity information (entity information may be preselected depend-
ing on your permissions in the OEAA Secure Site): 

continues on page 4 3 

http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se
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NEWS INFO 
Then select the district or school reports, and Open Reports (pop-ups must be enabled on your browser 
to open the Dynamic Score Reporting Site): 

In the Dynamic Score Reporting Site, select the assessment, report level (student or aggregate), and the 
report to view. Then, complete the required flters to generate your report.  

More detailed information about how to navigate the Dynamic Score Reporting Site is available in the Dy-
namic Score Reporting Site User Guide (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/General/Dynamic-Score-Reporting-Site-User-Guide.pdf). 

The aggregate downloadable data fles are accessed through the OEAA Secure Site by selecting Student 
Score Data Files from the Reports tab. 
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NEWS INFO 
M-STEP, SAT with Essay, and Grade 8 
Parent Reports to Arrive in Schools 
Next Week 

Parent Reports for the Spring 2025 M-STEP, 
SAT with Essay, and Grade 8 assessments will 
arrive in schools throughout next week on a 
staggered basis. These shipments will also 
include Student Record Labels from the Spring 
2025 results.  

Note: Schools are to disseminate the Parent Re-
ports to parents and guardians as quickly as pos-
sible. 
• M-STEP Parent Reports provide all 

assessment results for grades 3-7 
students, according to the content area 
assessments taken in each grade. 

• Grade 8 Parent Reports include information 
on student performance on the PSAT 8/9 in 
grade 8 and M-STEP Science and Social Stud-
ies assessments.  

• Grade 11 Parent Reports include informa-
tion on student performance on the SAT with 
Essay, M-STEP Science and Social Studies, and 
the ACT WorkKeys assessments.  

Translated versions of the Parent Reports, includ-
ing Arabic and Spanish, are currently available for 
local printing in the Dynamic Score Reporting Site. 
Schools should provide printed versions of translat-
ed Parent Reports for parents/guardians who may 
need this option.  

Student Record Labels can also be printed from 
the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-se-
cure). 

To access the Dynamic Score Reporting Site, log 
into the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/ 
oeaa-secure), select the Reports tab, and then Dy-
namic Score Reports. Student Record Labels are 
accessed in a similar manner as the Parent Re-
ports, by choosing Student Record Labels from 
the Reports tab.  

Embargo Reminder: Spring 2025 test results are 
embargoed until the public release of Spring 
2025 assessment results later this summer. While 
individual student results may be shared with par-
ents as they become available, it is not permissible 
to share any school-, district-, or state-level results 
with parents, the community, or other external 
parties until the embargo is lifted by the Michigan 
Department of Education. School board meet-
ings are considered open meetings; therefore, the 
sharing of embargoed assessment results at these 
meetings is not permissible until the embargo is 
lifted.  

Districts and schools will be notifed through Spot-
light when the embargo has been lifted.  
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NEWS INFO 
MI-Access Spring 2025 Reports Coming 
to Schools by Today 

Parent Reports and Student Record 
Labels for the Spring 2025 MI-Ac-
cess assessments are on their way 
to schools. All schools should receive 
them by today August 21, 2025. These reports 
show how students in grades 3-8 and 11 did on the 
MI-Access alternate assessment.  

What’s Included: 
• Parent Reports – These explain each student’s 

test results in a clear and easy-to-read format. 
Schools should send Parent Reports home to 
parents and guardians as soon as they arrive. 

• Student Record Labels – These are stickers 
with each student’s score and performance 
level. Schools should place them in student 
fles. 

Printable Reports Available 
Printable versions of the Parent Reports, including 
Arabic and Spanish translations, are available on-
line. To download them: 
1. Go to the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan. 

gov/oeaa-secure) 
2. Log in and click the Reports tab 
3. Choose Dynamic Score Reports 

Important Reminder 
Even though schools can share individual stu-
dent results with families, all other data is still 
embargoed. This means schools cannot share 
school-, district- or state-level results with the pub-
lic until the Michigan Department of Education 
offcially releases them later this summer. This in-

Early Literacy and Mathematics 
Benchmark Assessments Student-Level 
Reports Available 

Early Literacy and Mathemat-
ics Benchmark Assessments stu-
dent-level reports for the Fall 2025 
administration of the Early Lit-
eracy and Mathematics are available in the 
Dynamic Score Reporting Site. The reports are 
available within 48 hours after a student com-
pletes all portions of a content area test, and can 
be accessed through the OEAA Secure Site. 

How to Access Reports: 
1. Visit the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan. 

gov/oeaa-secure)  
2. Select Reports > Dynamic Score Reports 
3. Need help? Refer to the Dynamic Score 

Reporting User Guide (https://www.mich-
igan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/General/Dynamic-Score-Report-
ing-Site-User-Guide.pdf). 

Report Types Include: 
• Domain Analysis Report – Lists selected 

students with scale scores and domain perfor-
mance by content area 

• Individual Student Report (ISR) – Provides 
detailed student-level performance summa-
ries by content area 

• Student Roster Report – Displays overall 
scores, standard errors, and domain subtotals 
by content area 

• Student Trend Report – Shows up to three 
years of scale score trends by content area 

cludes sharing at school board meetings. 
Reminder: The Fall 2025 Early 
Literacy and Mathematics Bench-

Schools will be notifed through the Spotlight 
mark Assessments testing window 

newsletter when the embargo is lifted. 
runs through October 24, 2025. 
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NEWS INFO 
Updated M-STEP Parent Guides 
Now Available 

The M-STEP Parent Guides are now 
available on the M-STEP web page 
(www.michigan.gov/mstep); select 
the Guides to Parent Reports but-
ton under the Parent/Student Information sec-
tion. Separate documents for each grade report 
for grades 3-7 are provided in English, Spanish, and 
Arabic. 

These documents provide parents and guard-
ians with important guidance in understanding 
their student’s Parent Report, what their student 
learned in the assessed grade, and what their 
student will learn in their current grade. 

2025 Interpretive Guide to M-STEP 
Reports Available Now 

The 2025 M-STEP Interpretive Guide to M-STEP 
Reports (https://www. michigan.gov/mde/-/media/ 
Project/ Websites/mde/OEAA/M-STEP/Interpre-
tive_Guide_to_M-STEP_Reports.pdf) is now avail-
able on the M-STEP web page (www.michigan.gov/ 
mstep) under the What’s New and Reporting sec-
tions. This guide provides important information 
about M-STEP results, data fles, and reports avail-
able through the Dynamic Score Reporting Site.  

The Interpretive Guide to M-STEP Reports helps 
educators understand and use the results from 
the 2025 M-STEP assessment. Each section of 
the guide provides important information on the 
appropriate use of the reports. The guide includes 
information about:  
• scoring and score reporting 
• performance level descriptors and ranges  
• appropriate use of the data  
• accessing the M-STEP reports 
• detailed descriptions of each report  
Use this guide to maximize the impact of your 
school or district’s M-STEP results. 

MI-Access Interpretive Guide to Reports 
Now Available 

The Spring 2025 MI-Access Interpre-
tive Guide to Reports (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA/MI-Access/In-
terpretive-Guide-to-MI-Access-Reports.pdf) is now 
available on the MI-Access webpage. This guide 
helps educators and stakeholders understand and 
use student assessment results effectively. 

It provides clear guidance to accessing and inter-
preting data available through the Dynamic Score 
Reporting Site located in the Offce of Educational 
Assessment and Accountability OEAA Secure Site 
(www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 

The 2025 MI-Access Interpretive Guide to Re-
ports (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/ 
Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MI-Access/Interpre-
tive-Guide-to-MI-Access-Reports.pdf) details:  
• how student scores are calculated and report-

ed 
• what each performance level represents 
• how to use the data appropriately 
• how to locate and access reports 
• descriptions of each report and how to read 

them 

The guide can be found under the “What’s New” 
and “Reporting” sections of the MI-Access web 
page (www.michigan.gov/mi-access). 
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NEWS INFO 
K-12 Automatic English Learner Exits 

Automatic English Learner (EL) exits have been 
processed for all kindergarten through grade 12 
ELs who met the overall profciency level target of 
4.8 on the 2025 WIDA ACCESS for ELLs or 5 for the 
2025 WIDA Alternate ACCESS.  

The exits occurred when the students’ scores were 
loaded in the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan. 
gov/oeaa-secure) and after the Michigan Student 
Data System (MSDS) End-of-Year General Collec-
tion was closed out.  

The English Learner (EL) Exit Reporting Guidelines 
document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/me-
dia/Project/Websites/mde/OES/Programs/Title-III/ 
EL_Auto_Exit_Reporting_Guidelines.pdf), available 
on the English Learner Resources web page (www. 
michigan.gov/mde-el), has been updated with 
directions on how to:  
• see automatic EL exits in MSDS  
• make sure automatic EL exits are entered into 

local student information systems (local SIS) 
• submit a manual EL exit in MSDS, in the rare 

cases when that would be appropriate 

Are You New to WIDA? 

If you are a new WIDA assessment administra-
tor or a new WIDA/EL Assessment Coordinator, a 
good starting point for your work is a review of the 
following resources: 
• New to WIDA? 

(https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/ 
New_to_WIDA-2.pdf) 
– directions on how to get access to the vari-
ety of systems you will need to administer this 
assessment 

• Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/ 
Michigan-Guide-to-the-WIDA-Screener.pdf) 
– basic information about screening students 
who may be eligible for EL services 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Important Bluebook 
Update Released 
August 15, 2025 

A critical update to the Bluebook 
testing application was released 
on August 15, 2025. Students 
use Bluebook to take the SAT® 

and PSAT-related assessments. 

If automatic updates are not 
blocked, Bluebook will update 
on its own the next time it is 
opened. Students do not need 
to sign in for the update to 
occur. To prevent network con-
gestion and reduce the risk of 
delays, students should be asked 
to open Bluebook before test 
day or scheduled readiness ses-
sions. 

For schools or districts with larg-
er student populations, consid-
er staggering the times when 
students are instructed to open 
Bluebook. This can help preven-
texcessive demand on the net-
work at any one time. 

For Schools Using Managed 
Devices 
If your school or district uses de-
vice management settings that 
prevent automatic updates, you 
will need to manually update 
Bluebook. Be sure to verify that 
all testing devices are running 
the latest version of the app.  

Technical Guidance 
Students must always use the 
most up-to-date version of Blue-
book to test. You can review 
detailed information about re-
cent updates on the Bluebook 
Releases page (https://bluebook. 
collegeboard.org/technology/ 
updates-releases/releases?S-
FMC_cid=EM1452971-). 

Technology requirements, man-
ual update instructions, and ad-
ditional support resources are 
available here (https://bluebook. 
collegeboard.org/technology). 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2026 Test Dates 

The Spring 2026 
testing window 
for the Michigan-
provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
(grades 8 and 9) is April 6 through 
April 24, 2026.  

See the Spotlight newsletter 
— July 31 issue (https://bit.ly/ 
3J5aA86) for details. 

Assessment Testing 
Window 

SAT with 
Essay 

April 6-24, 
2026 

PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 9 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 8 

School Establishment 
and the Educational 
Entity Master 

School establish-
ment is the pro-
cess through which 
Michigan schools 
are identifed as participating 
in the state assessments and 
are set up for spring testing in 
College Board systems.  

To ensure their school is estab-
lished for Spring 2026 testing, 
schools must work with their 
district authorized user to review 
and update staff contact infor-
mation in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (www.michigan. 
gov/eem). 

See the Spotlight newsletter 
— July 31 issue (https://bit.ly/ 
3J5aA86) for details. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
WIDA Overview Webinars 

These webinars will provide educators with an 
overview of what WIDA is, as well as provide intro-
ductory information about how to get started ac-
cessing and administering the WIDA Screener as-
sessments (grades K-12).  

Registration for the WIDA Overview Webinars 
(https://bit.ly/4647xXj). New test coordinators are 
encouraged to join the webinars: 

• WIDA 101 – What is WIDA? 
Tuesday, August 26, 2025 
3:00-3:30 p.m. 

• Identifying and Screening English Learners, 
Part 1 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025 
12:00-12:30 p.m. 

• Identifying and Screening English Learners, 
Part 2 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
12:00-12:30 p.m. 

The webinars will be recorded and posted to the 
Michigan Department of Education YouTube chan-
nel (https://www.youtube.com/michdepted). 

Note: These online webinars are not replacements 
for required test coordinator and administrator 
training in the WIDA Secure Portal. 

Register Now for Fall 2025 School 
Accountability Workshops 

Are you new to school accountability or need a 
refresher? Would you like to learn more about nav-
igating, interpreting, and using school account-
ability reports and data? 

The Michigan Department of Education Offce 
of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
(OEAA) is offering three free in-person learning 
workshops this fall. 

• Wayne RESA (Wayne) 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

• Saginaw ISD (Saginaw) 
Monday, September 15, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

• Kent ISD/GRCC (Grand Rapids) 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

For those who are interested in a remote option or 
are unable to attend in-person, OEAA is also host-
ing a single virtual session without the interactive 
activities of the in-person workshops. 

• Virtual Workshop (Microsoft Teams) 
Thursday, September 25, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Space is limited for the in-person events, so 
register today to guarantee your spot. The virtual 
session does not require pre-registration. SCECHs 
will be available for your attendance. 

Workshop information and registration 
(https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
AUGUST 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessment — pre-identifcation in the OEAA 
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure) 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

by 12:00 p.m. 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessments — Create and Manage Online Test 
Sessions in the DRC INSIGHT Portal 
(https://mi.drcedirect.com/) 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

Ongoing Cycle I - WIDA Screener — 
Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 

Tuesday, 
August 26, 2025 

3:00 p.m. 

WEBINAR: WIDA 101 – What is WIDA? — 
Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xXj) 

Tuesday, 
August 26, 2025 

3:30 p.m. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
SEPTEMBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Tuesday, 
September 9, 2025 

12:00 p.m. 

WEBINAR: Identifying and Screening English 
Learners, Part 1 
Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xXj) 

Tuesday, 
September 9, 2025 

12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, 
September 10, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Wayne RESA 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Wednesday, 
September 10, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 

Monday, 
September 15, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Saginaw ISD 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Monday, 
September 15, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 

12:00 p.m. 

WEBINAR: Identify and Screening English 
Learners, Part 2 
Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xXj) 

Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 

12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, 
September 18, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Kent ISD/GRCC 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Thursday, 
September 18, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 

Thursday, 
September 25, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Virtual (Microsoft Teams) 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Thursday, 
September 25, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Aug 21, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

DRC Data Recognition Corporation ISRs Individual Student Reports 

EEM Educational Entity Master 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WorkKeys work skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessments; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 14 
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