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As his mom Jessica Ball looks on, new kindergartener Luke Bunn goes for a high, high fve with Woods 
Lake Elementary behavior specialist Irving Smith on the frst day of classes at Kalamazoo Public Schools. 
Photo credit: Linda Mah, Kalamazoo Public Schools 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 
 

We Want to See Your Best Back-to-School Photos! 
Help us shine a Spotlight on your school or district by sharing your favorite 
back-to-school moments. Here’s how to send us your photo: 
1. Make sure you have permission to share the photo (check your school/ 

district’s policy) 
2. Add a short caption (up to 200 characters) 
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district) 
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov. 
Let’s celebrate the new school year together—send us your photo today! 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Back-tp-School%20Photos
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NEWS INFO 
College Board Assessments and 
WIN Work Readiness Assessments 
Test Administration Windows 

The 2026 test administration window for 
the College Board SAT™ Suite of Assess-
ments—including the SAT with Essay, PSAT 
8/9 for Grade 8, PSAT 8/9 for Grade 9, and 
PSAT 10—has been extended and will now 
run from Monday, April 6 through Thursday, 
April 30, 2026. 

This window aligns with the online and 
paper/pencil test administration window 
for the WIN Work Readiness Assessments 
—the required work skills assessment com-
ponent of the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) — 
scheduled for Monday, April 6 through 
Friday, May 1, 2026. 

More information about the WIN Work Read-
iness Assessments and test administration 
information is available in the WIN Work 
Readiness article on page 7 of this Spotlight. 

Previously released information about the 
WIN Work Readiness Assessments is avail-
able in the Spotlight newsletter - August 14 
issue (https://bit.ly/4gjLVt5). 
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NEWS INFO 
Updated: Guidance and Forms for 
Parental/Guardian Opt-Out of 
Optional Student Information 
During SAT Assessments 

When students take the SAT® Suite of 
Assessments as part of the Michigan Merit Exam-
ination (MME) or PSAT-related assessments, they 
may be asked to share optional personal informa-
tion with the College Board. Students participat-
ing in the SAT with Essay or PSAT 10 assessments 
may also be invited to use the BigFuture School™ 

mobile app and the Connections program, which 
are also optional. 

If a student is under 18, their parent or guard-
ian must be given the opportunity to opt 
them out of sharing this optional informa-
tion or using these programs. Schools must 
inform families of this option. 

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) 
Offce of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) has created guidance and forms 
to help schools and districts with this process. 
The guidance is in the document MDE Guidance 
for Parental/Guardian Opt-Out Form for Option-
al Information (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/MME/Paren-
tal_Guardian-Opt-Out-Form-for-Optional-Infor-
mation-Provided-During-the-SAT-Suite-of-Assess-
ments.pdf). 

Schools may use their own method for notifying 
parents and documenting responses, or they may 
use the resources below:  

• Parental/Guardian Opt-Out Forms for Optional 
Student Information 
• English version (https://www.michigan. 

gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/ 
OEAA/MME/Parental_Guardian-Opt-Out-
Form-for-Optional-Information-Provided-
During-the-SAT-Suite-of-Assessments.pdf) 

• Spanish version (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/MME/SAT-Suite/Spanish-Pa-
rentalGuardian-OptOut-Form-for-Op-
tional-Information-Provid-
ed-During-the-SAT-Suite-of-Asses.pdf) 

• Arabic version (https://www.michigan.gov/ 
mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/ 
MME/SAT-Suite/Arabic-ParentalGuard-
ian-OptOut-Form-for-Optional-Informa-
tion-Provided-During-the-SAT-Suite-of-As-
sess.pdf) 

The forms provided by the OEAA are available on 
the MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme) and 
on the PSAT web page (www.michigan.gov/psat). 
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NEWS INFO 

Performance Assessments to Support 
Competency-based Education 

Michigan educators have a new resource to help 
them assess what their students know and can 
do. The new Michigan Performance Assessment 
Cadre (MiPAC) website (https://MiPAC.net) offers 
more than 170 student-centered assessments for 
voluntary use in any Michigan classroom. Because 
they require demonstrations of deeper knowledge 
and transfer of learning to new and novel situa-
tions, the MiPAC assessments are especially useful 
in student-centered learning environments such 
as competency-based education (CBE) learning 
environments. 

The new MiPAC website offers an easy-to-search li-
brary of performance assessments aligned to Mich-
igan’s Model Competencies in English language 
arts (ELA) (https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pag-
es/ModelComp_K-12ELA.pdf) for grades 3-12, and 
to Michigan’s Model Competencies in Mathemat-
ics (https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/Mod-
elComp_K-8Math.pdf) for grades 3-8. 

Users can browse by subject area, grade level, key-
word, Big Idea, or Competency for performance as-
sessments that cover a range of interesting topics 
and address real-world problems that students of-
ten fnd motivating and engaging.  

This collaborative project of the MDE and the Mich-
igan Assessment Consortium is part of a broader 
partnership to support Michigan educators who 
are seeking performance assessments to support 
a CBE model of education. The MiPAC assessments 
were developed by Michigan educators who par-
ticipated in MiPAC’s unique professional learn-
ing program and they were pilot-tested in typical 
Michigan classrooms.   

Browse the MiPAC assessments today and discov-
er how they can help you engage students, assess 
what they know and can do, and support efforts to 
implement student-centered education. 
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NEWS INFO 
Fall 2025 Dynamic Score Reporting Site 
User Guide Now Available 

The 2025-2026 Dynamic Score Reporting Site 
User Guide (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/General/ 
Dynamic-Score-Reporting-Site-User-Guide.pdf) 
is available now. The user guide provides important 
information about how to access, navigate, and in-
terpret reports hosted on the reporting site. 

Educators and data specialists can use the 
guide to familiarize themselves with the 
Dynamic Score Reporting Site (DSRS). Sections in 
the guide provide important information about: 

• changes in the new year 
• how to access the DSRS 
• navigating the DSRS 
• using flters to modify reports 
• downloading reports 
• report content 

Updates to the guide include updated report-
ing images to refect Spring 2025 reports and a 
description of changes to reports in Spring 2025. 

The guide has been posted under the Reporting 
sections of the Early Literacy and Mathematics 
Benchmark, M-STEP, MI-Access, Michigan Merit 
Exam, and PSAT webpages on the MDE website. 

Managing Your District’s WIDA Secure 
Portal Accounts 

The District English Learner (EL) Assessment 
Coordinator can complete these regularly sched-
uled activities in the WIDA Secure Portal (https:// 
portal.wida.us/) to effectively manage users in the 
site: 
• Create accounts for new educators who will be 

test administrators  
• Deactivate accounts of educators who are no 

longer in the district or are no longer involved 
in WIDA test administration 

• Review and monitor required WIDA assess-
ment certifcations 

For additional help on how to keep up with these 
activities, look for directions when you are logged 
into your WIDA Secure Portal account. Go to the 
“Get Help” link in the top left-hand corner of the 
page. If you need additional help, contact the WIDA 
Client Services Center by phone at 866-276-7735 or 
by email at help@wida.us. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Attention: Spring 2026 
Test Dates – Updated  

The Spring 2026 testing window 
for the Michigan-provided SAT 
with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 
8/9 (grades 8 and 9) has been 
extended. 
• New testing window: 

Monday, April 6, through 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 
(previously April 6 – April 24) 

Key Information 
• Schools have fexibility to ad-

minister tests on any school 
day within this window, at 
any time during the school-
day. 

• Schools may also spread 
testing across multiple days 
within the window, if 
preferred. 

• All assessments are timed 
and must be completed 
in a single sitting unless a 
student has an approved 
accommodation for two-day 
testing. 

• Important: All testing, 
including retests, must be 
completed by Thursday, 
April 30, 2026. No testing will 
be permitted beyond this 
date. 

Review Student Accom-
modations in Services for 
Students with Disabilities 
Online 

Now is a great time for Services 
for Students with Disabilities 
(SSD) Coordinators to review stu-
dents’ accommodations in SSD 
Online (https://collegeboard. 
org/ssdonline) to ensure all in-
formation is accurate and up to 
date for the Spring 2026 Mich-
igan-provided SAT with Essay, 
PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9. 

Important Change: Screen 
Reader Accommodation 
• Beginning August 1, 2025, 

new accommodation re-
quests for the Screen Reader 
(non-embedded) no longer 
automatically include “Up to 
Time-and-One-Half.” 

• SSD Coordinators should: 
• carefully review student 

profles when submit-
ting new requests for 
this accommodation 

• request extended time 
separately if it is needed 

Additionally, SSD Coordinators 
are encouraged to review stu-
dents who previously had the 
Screen Reader with extended 
time automatically included. If 
the student’s family and Indi-
vidualized Education lan team 
determine extended time is not 
necessary, the SSD Coordinator 
can remove it. 

Beyond the Screen Reader, it is 
important to ensure all student 
accommodations are accurate 
and current ahead of the spring 
administration. 

Assessment Testing Window 

SAT with Essay 

Monday, April 6, through 
Thursday, April 30, 2026 

PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 for Grade 9 

PSAT 8/9 for Grade 8 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 

WIN Work Readiness Assessments Test Administration Window 

Starting in Spring 2026, students taking the Michigan Merit Exam will complete the WIN Work Readiness 
Assessments (https://www.winlearning.com/Solutions/Assessments/academic-skills-assessments), which 
measure foundational academic skills: 
• Work Ready Math measures ability to use mathematical reasoning skills such as calculating sizes, 

quantities, and costs; evaluating information and results; and reviewing the accuracy of transactions. 
• Work Ready Reading measures ability to read, understand, and interpret written workplace text such 

as memos, schedules, company policies, procedural documents, and technical manuals.    
• Work Ready Data measures ability to understand and interpret workplace data presented in forms, 

workfows, diagrams, technical drawings, charts, and graphs. 

Each assessmenthas a duration of 60 minutes, and is proctored and delivered through WIN Learning’s 
secure online portal (paper/pencil testing available with approved exceptions). 

Test Administration Window 
The assessments are administered primarily online via WIN Learning’s secure online testing portal. 
• April 6 – May 1, 2026 
• Schools can schedule tests any time during the window 
• Students may take the assessments in any order and on different days within the published test 

administration window 

National Work Readiness Credential 
Students who score at least Level 2 on all three tests earn the National Work Readiness Credential – 
Academic Skills, recognized by the National Work Readiness Council. 
• Credential levels (2–5) align with O*NET Job Zones (https://www.winlearning.com/About/work-ready-

onet-correlation) 
• The lowest score across the three tests determines the overall level 
• Students can share their credential on resumes, job and college applications 

More resources and training will be shared soon to support schools with test administration. 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Register Now for Fall 2025 School 
Accountability Workshops 

Are you new to school accountability 
or need a refresher? Would you like 
to learn more about navigating, inter-
preting, and using school account-
ability reports and data? 

The Michigan Department of Education Offce 
of Educational Assessment and Accountabili-
ty (OEAA) is offering the last two free in-person 
learning workshops this fall.  

• Saginaw ISD (Saginaw) 
Monday, September 15, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

• Kent ISD/GRCC (Grand Rapids) 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

For those who are interested in a remote option or 
are unable to attend in-person, the OEAA is also 
hosting a single virtual session without the inter-
active activities of the in-person workshops. 

• Virtual Workshop (Microsoft Teams) 
Thursday, September 25, 2025 
8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

Space is limited for the in-person events, so 
register today to guarantee your spot. The virtual 
session does not require pre-registration. SCECHs 
will be available for your attendance. 

Workshop information and registration 
(https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Developing Quality Classroom 
Summative Assessments 

Are your classroom 
summative assess-
ments giving you the 
information you real-
ly need about student learning? Join the Michigan 
Assessment Consortium (MAC) for a three-day pro-
fessional learning series, Developing Quality Class-
room Summative Assessments (DQCSA), where 
you’ll gain the knowledge and tools to design as-
sessments that are accurate, fair, and meaningful. 

Grounded in Stiggins & Chappuis’ 5 Keys to Quality 
Classroom Assessment, this interactive series will 
help you: 
• create and refne summative assessment 

using test blueprints 
• select and design high-quality items that truly 

measure achievement 
• confdently implement, score,, and 

communicate results to students, families, 
and stakeholders 

• incorporate student voice and choice in 
assessment design 

To collaborate with colleagues, deepen your assess-
ment literacy, and walk away ready to strengthen 
your classroom practice. Visit the DQCSA webpage 
(https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium. 
org/event/developing-quality-classroom-summa-
tive-assessments/) for more information. 

• Developing Quality Classroom Summative 
Assessments 
Monday, September 29 and 
Tuesday, September 30, 2025 [two-day session] 
Monday, December 1, 2025 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Michigan Assessment Consortium 
1980 N. College Rd., Mason, MI 48854 
Register here 
(https://mac.memberclicks.net/dqcsa-25#/) 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
2025–26 Assessment Learning Network 
Series — Creating Coherence: Instruction and 
Assessment in Secondary Classrooms 

The Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) and 
the General Education Leadership Network (GELN) 
are teaming up to explore how equitable assess-
ment practices and disciplinary literacy intersect to 
better engage today’s learners. This year’s Assess-
ment Learning Network (ALN) series will highlight 
how secondary educators can use student-cen-
tered assessment and disciplinary literacy practic-
es to help students “think like artists, scientists, and 
social scientists.” 

Series Outcomes: 
• Deepen understanding of assessment as a 

discipline and its role in student-centered 
learning 

• Explore applied research on disciplinary 
literacy to prepare students for 21st-century 
demands 

• Connect GELN’s Essential Practices for Disci-
plinary Literacy with MAC’s Components of an 
Equitable Assessment System 

Schedule: 
• September 25, 2025 – Disciplinary literacy 

in the arts with Heather Vaughan-Southard 
(in-person session and luncheon) 

• December 10, 2025 – Science and engineering 
practices as literacy and assessment tools with 
Mary Starr (webinar) 

• March 10, 2026 – Disciplinary literacy and 
student-centered assessment in social studies 
with Darin Stockdill (webinar) 

• May 6, 2026 – Illuminating Implementation 
with GELN leaders, MAC consultants, and prac-
titioners (in-person session and luncheon) 

Visit the ALN webpage (https://www.michiganas-
sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn-
ing-network-series/) for more information and to 
register today. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
SEPTEMBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle I — 
Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessment — Fall Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

Monday, 
September 15, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Saginaw ISD 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Monday, 
September 15, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 

Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 

12:00 p.m. 

WEBINAR: Identifying and Screening English 
Learners, Part 2 
Register here (https://bit.ly/4647xXj) 

Tuesday, 
September 16, 2025 

12:30 p.m. 

Thursday, 
September 18, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Kent ISD/GRCC 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Thursday, 
September 18, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 

Thursday, 
September 25, 2025 

8:30 a.m. 

School Accountability Workshop 
Virtual (Microsoft Teams) 
Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 

Thursday, 
September 25, 2025 

12:15 p.m. 
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REMINDERS 
Nominations for 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) 
wants to recognize the hard work done by WIDA testing coordina-
tors. If you or another testing coordinator have gone above and be-
yond to ensure a smooth, trouble-free WIDA test administration, we 
want to hear from you so we can highlight educators doing good 
work in our schools.  

To nominate a 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year, fll out 
this nomination form (https://forms.gle/w72Nx4NuC3kHJueJ6) 
by October 3, 2025. 

The winner will be announced at the Michigan Department of 
Education’s Special Populations Conference, October 21 and 22, 
2025. The recognition will also be featured in the Spotlight newslet-
ter and with a congratulatory letter from the OEAA to the winner’s 
superintendent.  
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Sept 11, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

DRC Data Recognition Corporation MAC Michigan Assessment Consortium 

DSRS Dynamic Score Reporting Site OTTs Online Training Tools 

EEM Educational Entity Master SCECHs State Continuing Education Clock 
Hours 

ISRs Individual Student Reports 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT or PSAT testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 12 
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