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Waldron Learning Center student Miguel Flores enjoys boarding the Branch County Library Bookmobile. With help
from his Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) device, he selects the books he wants to read.
Photo credit: Hillary Raymond, Waldron Learning Center, Branch ISD

Show Off Your Fall Festivities!
M I C H I GﬁN Homecoming, spirit week, pumpkin decorating—fall is full of moments worth
! celebrating, and we want to feature yours in the Spotlight newsletter!
Department ° To submit your photo(s):
°fEducathn 1. Ensure you have permission to share (check your school/district’s policy)
2. Add ashort caption (max 200 characters)
Enjoying this newsletter? 3. Include a photo credit (or we'll credit your school or district)
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

' Let's capture the spirit of the season—send us your photo today and help us
Spotlight. celebrate the vibrant life of Michigan schools!

DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT

Click here to subscribe to the



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Fun%20Fall%20Photos%20for%20Spotlight%21
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NEWS INFO

Online Waiver Window Opens on
October 6, 2025

Waiver Window applies to M-STEP, SAT
with Essay, PSAT-related assessments,
WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and
Ml-Access

The Online Test Administration Waiver
windowwillopenon Monday, October 6,2025,
in the Office of Educational Assessment and
Accountability (OEAA) Secure Site (www.
michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). The window will
be open through November 14, 2025.

All schools are expected to administer the
Spring 2026 assessments online. These are
M-STEP, MI-Access Functional Independence
(F1), SAT with Essay, PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, WIN
Work Readiness Assessments, and WIDA
ACCESS for ELLs.

continues on page 3


http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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However, a small number of school buildings may

LEARNING LITERACY

not be able to test online.

These include:
buildings without internet access
juvenile justice facilities that do not allow stu-
dents to be online
some center-based special education pro-
grams where all students have Individualized
Educational Programs that require a paper/
pencil administration

These schools can submit online waiver request(s)
to administer the paper/pencil versions of these as-
sessments to their students.

For more information about how to submit the
waiver request, see the directions provided in the
Online Waiver Request document (https:/Avww.

michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/
OEAA/Secure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Re-
guest.pdf), available on the Secure Site Training

page (Www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining).
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WIDA Parent Guides

The WIDA Guide for Parents will help parents/
guardians of students who have been or may be
identified as English learners get a better under-
stand of the WIDA assessments.

The Guide is available in English, Arabic, and Span-
ish on the WIDA website (www.michigan.gov/

wida):

. English
(https:/Mww.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/
WIDA-Parent-Guide-2025.pdf)

« Arabic
(https://Mvww.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/
WIDA_Parent_Guide_-_Arabic.pdf)

« Spanish
(https://mvww.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/
Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/
WIDA_Parent_Guide_-_Spanish.pdf)


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Secure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Request.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
http://www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
http://www.michigan.gov/wida
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/WIDA-Parent-Guide-2025.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/WIDA_Parent_Guide_-_Arabic.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/WIDA_Parent_Guide_-_Spanish.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project
https://www.michigan.gov/-/media/Project
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj
www.michigan.gov
www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining
https://michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde
https://www
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Performance Assessments to Support
Competency-based Education

Have you checked out the new Mich-

igan Performance Assessment Cad-

re (MIiPAC) website (https:/MiPAC.

net)? The interactive site, which is co-

developed by the Michigan Department of Edu-
cation and the Michigan Assessment Consortium,
offers more than 170 student-centered assess-
ments for voluntary use in any Michigan class-
room. These teacher-developed assessments are
especially useful in flexible learning environments
such as competency-based education (CBE).

The new MIPAC website offers an easy-to-search
library of performance assessments aligned to
Michigan's Model Competencies in English lan-
guage arts (ELA) (https:/mipac.net/assets/Docs-
for-Pages/ModelComp_K-12ELA.pdf) for grades
3-12, and to Michigan's Model Competencies in
Mathematics  (https:/mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-
Pages/ModelComp_K-8Math.pdf) for grades 3-8.
Users can browse by subject area, grade level,
keyword, Big Idea, or Competency.



https://MiPAC.net
https://MiPAC.net
https://MiPAC.net
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/ModelComp_K-12ELA.pdf
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/ModelComp_K-12ELA.pdf
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/ModelComp_K-8Math.pdf
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for-Pages/ModelComp_K-8Math.pdf
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs-for
https://mipac.net/assets/Docs
https://MiPAC
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Spring 2026 College
Board Webinars for
Michigan Educators

District Test Thursday, 10:00 - - District Test Register here
College Board has scheduled a Coordinator Nov 6, 2025 115 a.m. Coordinator
series of webinars to support the Orientation (https:/bit.
. ly/4pvugms)
Michigan Department of Educa-
tion's Spring 2026 implementa- Services for Thursday, 10:00- |-SSD Register here
. . Students with | Dec 4,2025 | 11:00 a.m. | Coordinators
tion of SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, Disabilities - Teachers of (https://bit.
and PSAT 8/9. This table provides Training for Visual ly/33Yi51h)
. . . the Visually Instruction
the details of each webinar, in- Impaired
cluding the title, date, intended
audience. and registration link School Test Monday, 10:00 - - Test Register here
! 9 ) Coordinator, Dec 8,2025 | 11:30 a.m. Coordinators
Part 1 (https://bit.
Note: All webinars will be record- ly/4nc7jTQ)
ed and archived on the www. Comparing & Thursday, 10:00- |-SSD Register here
ichi J d Contrasting Dec 11,2025 | 10:45a.m. | Coordinators
michidan.govimme and Www. Text-to- - Test (https:/bit.
michigan.gov/psat webpages. Speech & Coordinators | ly/3VOuUG9M)
Screen
Reader
Accommoda-
tions
Services for Wednesday, 10:00 - - SSD Register here
Students with | Jan 14,2026 | 12:00 a.m. | Coordinators
Disabilities - Test (https://bit.
and Accom- Coordinators | ly/46pF3G7)
modations
Technical Thursday, 10:00 - - Technology Register here
Readiness Jan 22,2026 | 1115a.m. Coordinators
- Test (https:/bit.
Coordinators | ly/4mjTFwy)
School Test Wednesday, 1:00 - - Test Register here
Coordinator, Mar 4, 2026 2:30 p.m. Coordinators
Part 2 (https://bit.
ly/46p5yeA)

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



http://www.michigan.gov/mme
http://www.michigan.gov/mme
http://www.michigan.gov/psat
http://www.michigan.gov/psat
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/4pvugms
https://bit.ly/3JYi51h
https://bit.ly/4nc7jTQ
https://bit.ly/3VOuG9M
https://bit.ly/46pF3G7
https://bit.ly/4mjTFwy
https://bit.ly/46p5yeA

COLLEGE
BOARD

NEWS |

WIN
LEARNING

ASSESSMENT
LITERACY

TRAINING &
CONFERENCES

IMPORTANT
DATES us

CONTACT
REMINDERS

COLLEGE BOARD INFO

UPDATED: Spring 2026
Test Dates

The Spring 2026 testing window
for the Michigan-provided SAT
with Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT
8/9 (grades 8 and 9) has been
extended. The extended test-
ing window is Monday, April 6,
2026 through Thursday, April
30, 2026 (previously April 6 -
April 24).

SAT with Essay

PSAT 10 Monday,
April 6

PSAT 8/9 for through

Grade 9 Thursday,

PSAT 8/9 for | April 30,2026

Grade 9

For full details, see the Spotlight
newsletter - September 11 issue

(https:/bit.ly/4gu0Xg3).

Review Student
Accommodations

in Services for Students
with Disabilities Online

Now isthe timetoreview student
accommodations in Services for
Students with Disabilities to SSD
Online (https://collegeboard.org/

ssdonline) to ensure everything
is accurate for the Spring 2026
Michigan-provided SAT with
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9.

« Screen Reader Change:
As of August 1, 2025, new re-
quests for the Screen Reader
(non-embedded) accommo-
dation no longer automat-
ically include a request for
extended time. Coordinators
should request extended
time separately as needed
and review past approvals to
adjust as appropriate.

« New Coordinators:
Complete the SSD Coordi-
nator Form (https://cb.org/
ssdcoordinator) online to
gain access to SSD Online
(https://collegeboard.org/
ssdonline). Access is typically
granted within one week via
your College Board profes-
sional account.

For full details, see the Spotlight
newsletter — September 11, issue

(https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3).

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1)
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org



https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3
https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3
https://collegeboard.org/ssdonline
https://collegeboard.org/ssdonline
https://collegeboard.org/ssdonline
https://cb.org/ssdcoordinator
https://cb.org/ssdcoordinator
https://collegeboard.org/ssdonline
https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3
https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3
mailto:michiganadministratorsupport%40collegeboard.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3
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WI N LEAR N I N G Need assistance with WIN Learning?

Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

I N FO Call: 877-560-8378 WIN Work Readiness

WIN Work Readiness Assessments

Starting Spring 2026, students taking the Michigan Merit Exam (MME) will complete the WIN Work Readi-
ness Assessments (https://www.winlearning.com/Solutions/Assessments/academic-skills-assessments) as

part of the MME work skills assessment.

This is the only required work skills assessment. The WIN Work Readiness assessments measure
students’' foundational math, reading, and data analysis skills.

Assessments are delivered through WIN Learning'’s secure online portal. Paper assessments are available
with approved exceptions.

Assessment Features
Each assessment is 60 minutes.
Assessments are available in various formats, including English, Spanish, and American Sign Lan-
guage. Additional information about all supports and accommodations will be available in the com-
ing weeks.
Each assessment has an accompanying tutorial that includes practice questions and shows students
how to use the tools available in the assessment.
Tutorials are available in English and Spanish.
There is a lockdowb browser to ensure test security.

There will be one test administration window — April 6 through May 1, 2026 — for the WIN Readiness

Assessments.


https://www.winlearning.com/Solutions/Assessments/academic-skills-assessments
https://www.winlearning.com/Solutions/Assessments/academic-skills-assessments
https://www.winlearning.com/Solutions/Assessments/academic-skills-assessments
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2025-26 Assessment Learning Network
Series — Creating Coherence: Instruction and
Assessment in Secondary Classrooms

The Michigan Assessment Consortium (MAC) and
the General Education Leadership Network (GELN)
are teaming up to explore how equitable assess-
ment practices and disciplinary literacy intersect to
better engage today’s learners. This year’'s Assess-
ment Learning Network series will highlight how
secondary educators can use student-centered as-
sessment and disciplinary literacy practices to help
students “think like artists, scientists, and social
scientists.”

Series Outcomes:
Deepen understanding of assessment as a
discipline and its role in student-centered
learning
Explore applied research on disciplinary litera-
cy to prepare students for 21st-century
demands
Connect GELN's Essential Practices for Disci-
plinary Literacy with MAC’'s Components of an
Equitable Assessment System

Schedule:

« September 25, 2025 - Disciplinary literacy
in the arts with Heather Vaughan-Southard
(in-person session and luncheon)

« December 10, 2025 - Science and engineering
practices as literacy and assessment tools with
Mary Starr (webinar)

March 10, 2026 - Disciplinary literacy and
student-centered assessment in social studies
with Darin Stockdill (webinar)

« May 6, 2026 - |lluminating Implementation
with GELN leaders, MAC consultants, and
practitioners (in-person session and luncheon)

Visit the ALN webpage (https:/mwww.michiganas-

sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn-
ing-network-series/) for more information and to
register today!


https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learning-network-series/
https://sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn
https://www.michiganas
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Developing Quality Classroom
Summative Assessments

Are your classroom summative assessments giv-
ing you the information you really need about stu-
dent learning? Join the Michigan Assessment Con-
sortium (MAC) for a three-day professional learning
series, Developing Quality Classroom Summa-
tive Assessments (DQCSA), where you'll gain the
knowledge and tools to design assessments that
are accurate, fair, and meaningful.

Grounded in Stiggins & Chappuis’ 5 Keys to Quality
Classroom Assessment, this interactive series will
help you:
create and refine summative assessment
using test blueprints
select and design high-quality items that truly
measure achievement
confidently implement, score, and
communicate results to students, families,
and stakeholders
incorporate student voice and choice in
assessment design

Collaborate with colleagues, deepen your assess-
ment literacy, and walk away ready to strengthen
your classroom practice, visit the DOCSA webpage

(https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.
org/event/developing-quality-classroom-summa-
tive-assessments/) for more information.

Developing Quality Classroom Summative
Assessments

Monday, September 29 and

Tuesday, September 30, 2025 [two-day session]
Monday, December 1, 2025

9:00 a.m. - 3:.00 p.m.

Michigan Assessment Consortium

1980 N. College Rd., Mason, M| 48854

Register here
(https://mac.memberclicks.net/dgcsa-25#/)



https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/developing-quality-classroom-summative-assessments/
https://mac.memberclicks.net/dqcsa-25#/
https://mac.memberclicks.net/dqcsa-25
https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium
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Achieving Balance in Classroom
Assessment is an Essential Pathway for
Districts Who Refuse to Settle

Are you serious about raising your students’
M-STEP scores and unlocking their true potential?
The most overlooked lever for real, lasting change
isn't a new curriculum or another test—it's bal-
anced classroom assessment.

Districts that invest in a comprehensive and
balanced assessment system don't just see short-
term bumps in achievement. They build a culture
of learning that produces consistent gains year
after year. Why? Because balanced assessment is
not a buzzword, it's an investment in brighter fu-
tures for your students.

The Achieving Balance in the Classroom (ABCA)
program invites district teams to embark on a
transformative three-year professional learning
journey, designed to help educators master the
art and science of blending formative (assessment
for learning) and summative (assessment of learn-
ing) practices. ABCA builds a cohesive, intentional
approach to assessment that sparks student en-
gagement, deepens understanding, and drives ac-
ademic growth.

10

What makes ABCA indispensable?

- Hands-on partnership: Each team works di-
rectly with a MAC Learning Facilitator and the
expert MAC project team.

- Strategic design: Districts engage in plan-
ning, continuous improvement cycles, and
implementation strategies that stick.

- Context-specific support: Resources and
guidance are tailored to your district's unigque
strengths and challenges.

The outcome? Classrooms where assessment in-
forms instruction, students own their learning, and
achievement soars—and where gains endure well
beyond one school year.

This isn't professional development. This is the
professional learning your district cannot afford
to miss. By committing to ABCA, you're commit-
ting to future-ready students who are prepared to
thrive in college, career, and life.

Registration closes October 10, 2025.
Don't wait. Be part of the movement. Lead the

change.

Visit the ABCA webpage (https:/Mwww.michiga-

nassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-bal-
ance-in-classroom-assessment-2025-28/) for more
information and to register today!

Due to the uncertainty of the state budget, we
are offering an “Enroll Now, Pay Later” option; just
choose that option in the registration form.


https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-balance-in-classroom-assessment-2025-28/
https://nassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-bal
https://www.michiga
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2025 Assessment Learning Institute

Ready to transform the way you think about
assessment?

The 2025 Assessment Learning Institute (ALI)
launches on October 11 (Marquette, MIl) and on
October 18 (Lansing, MI) with a dynamic in-person
seminar, followed by a series of engaging virtual
sessions across the year.

This unique professional learning experience helps
individual educators who are interested in develop-
ing their own assessment literacy and bridge the
gap between classroom practicesand larger assess-
ment systems, empowering them to use assess-
ment as a powerful lever within their classrooms for
student learning.

Through ALI, you will deepen your understand-
ing of assessment literacy, balanced assessment
systems, and the formative assessment process,
while sharpening your skills with deepened learn-
ing around authentic ways to assess and engage
students using assessment strategies such as per-
formance assessments, effective pre-assessment
tools, and high-quality feedback practices.

Who should attend?

K-12 teachers — both new and veteran — ready to
refresh, reframe, and strengthen their assessment
practices.

What's included?
1in-person kickoff seminar
4 synchronous virtual sessions
4 “Talk Back” sessions
4 optional office hours
Earn up to 22.5 SCECHs

Join us for this year-long journey and reimagine
assessment as a driver of deeper learning and stu-
dent success!

Visit the ALl webpage (https:/Mwww.michiganas-
sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn-
ing-institute-2025-26/) or use the QR code below to
explore more about this learning opportunity. For
more information or submit questions by email to
Ellen Vorenkamp (evorenkamp@michiganassess-

mentconsortium.org).

Due to the uncertainty of the state budget, we
are offering an “Enroll Now, Pay Later” option; just
choose that option in the registration form.


https://www.michiganassessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learning-institute-2025-26/
mailto:evorenkamp%40michiganassessmentconsortium.org?subject=2025%20Assessment%20Learning%20Institute
https://mentconsortium.org
https://sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn
https://www.michiganas
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SEPTEMBER 2025
Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle | — Friday,
Test Administration Window December 12, 2025
Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Friday,
Assessment — Fall Test Administration Window October 24, 2025
Thursday, School Accountability Workshop Thursday,
September 25,2025 | Virtual (Microsoft Teams) September 25, 2025
8:30 a.m. Register here (https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025) 12:15 p.m.
OCTOBER 2025
Monday, M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, Friday,
October 6, 2025 PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work November 14, 2025
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 5:00 p.m.

— request waiver to administer paper/pencil by
5.00 p.m.

12
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Final Fall 2025 School Accountability Workshop is
September 25

Are you new to school accountability or need a refresh-
er? Would you like to learn more about navigating,
interpreting, and using school accountability reports
and data?

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) Office of Education-
al Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) is offering the final free
learning workshop this fall.

« Virtual Workshop (Microsoft Teams)
Thursday, September 25, 2025
8:30 a.m. - 1215 p.m.

SCECHSs will be available for your attendance.

Workshop information and registration
(https://tinyurl.com/accnt2025)

Nominations for 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year
Due by October 3

The Office of Educational Assessment and Account-

ability (OEAA) wants to recognize the hard work done

by WIDA testing coordinators. If you or another test-

ing coordinator have gone above and beyond to

ensure a smooth, trouble-free WIDA test administration, we want
to hear from you so we can highlight educators doing good work in
our schools.

To nominate a 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year, fill out
this nomination form (https:/forms.gle/w72Nx4NuC3kHJuel6)
by October 3, 2025.

The winner will be announced at the MDE's Special Populations
Conference, October 21 and 22, 2025. The recognition will also be
featured in the Spotlight newsletter and with a congratulatory letter
from the OEAA to the winner’s superintendent.

13
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A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight

=

Data Recognition Corporation ISRs Individual Student Reports
DSRS Dynamic Score Reporting Site MAC Michigan Assessment Consortium
EEM Educational Entity Master OTTs Online Training Tools
IGTR Interpretive Guide to Reports SCECHs State Continuing Education Clock
Hours

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS

For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option):

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WorkKeys testing:

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site

Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT)

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal

Option 4 - For all other calls
Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment

Option 6 - To repeat these options

MICHIGRN

iEducation

Questions or Comments?
Contact MDE at:
Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378
Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa

14
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