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First-day smiles from Mariam Saleh in Ms. Al-Rubat’s kindergarten class at Universal Academy! Mariam is ready 
to explore, discover, and achieve as she begins an exciting year of learning. Photo credit: Uzma Adjum, Universal 
Academy, Detroit 

  
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 

Show Off Your Fall Festivities! 
Homecoming, spirit week, pumpkin decorating—fall is full of moments worth 
celebrating, and we want to feature yours in the Spotlight newsletter! 
To submit your photo(s): 
1. Ensure you have permission to share (check your school/district’s policy)  
2. Add a short caption (max 200 characters)  
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district)  
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 
Let’s capture the spirit of the season—send us your photo today and help us 
celebrate the vibrant life of Michigan schools! 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Spotlight%20photo
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NEWS INFO 

The Time is Now! Be Sure School 
and District Contacts are 
Up-to-Date in the Educational 
Entity Master for the 
2025-26 School Year 

With the start of a new school year, now is 
the time to review your district and school 
information in the Educational Entity Master 
(EEM) (www.michigan.gov/eem) and to veri-
fy that any needed changes or updates have 
been made. Each public school district has 
at least one authorized user who can make 
updates to the EEM for the district and 
schools within the district; see page 3 for 
information about contacting your specifc 
authorized user. 

continues on page 3 2 

http://www.michigan.gov/eem
http://www.michigan.gov/eem
www.michigan.gov/eem
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NEWS INFO 
The Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) uses the information schools/districts 
enter into the EEM for grade levels serviced and for Administrators/Contacts and their associated street 
addresses and emails. Test materials are sent to the address associated with the test coordinator. It is 
important that this information is accurate and up-to-date so your school/district does not miss out on 
critical information. 

You can expect assessment communications for the College Board assessments (SAT and PSAT), 
WIDA, and the Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Assessments to begin in the early fall, 
so all necessary updates should be completed as soon as possible. Names, telephone numbers, email 
addresses, and mailing addresses for each contact type must be verifed.  

You can use this table to review and verify the following contact types for your building or district in 
the EEM: 

Contact Type District Level School Level 
Superintendent X 

Principal X 

District Assessment Coordinator X 

Technology Coordinator 
(required for College Board assessmentst at the building 
level, WIN Work Readiness Assessments, and for districts 
administering assessments delivered through the DRC 
testing engine) 

X X 

Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark Coordinator X X 

English Learner Assessment Coordinator X X 

MI-Access Coordinator X X 

M- STEP Coordinator X X 

PSAT 8 Test Coordinator X 

PSAT 8 Backup Coordinator X 

PSAT 8 Services for Students with Disabilities Coordinator X 

PSAT 9 Test Coordinator X 

PSAT 10 Test Coordinator X 

PSAT 9/10 Backup Coordinator X 

PSAT 9/10 Services for Students with Disabilities Coordinator X 

SAT Test Coordinator X 

SAT Backup Test Coordinator X 

SAT Services for Students with Disabilities Coordinator X 

School Accountability Contact 
(used for accountability communications) X X 

Work Readiness Test Coordinator* X 

*Note: The contact name for WorkKeys Test Coordinators in EEM has been automatically updated from WorkKeys Test 
Coordinator to the new work skills vendor, WIN Learning. The new role is called Work Readiness Test Coordinator. All 
users previously listed as WorkKeys Test Coordinator will display as Work Readiness Test Coordinator. 
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NEWS INFO 
To verify your Admin/Contacts in the EEM, go to EEM (www.michigan.gov/eem), scroll to the bottom of the 
entity page, and complete these steps. 
1. Make sure each relevant contact type from the table above is accounted for and the correct staff 

member is associated with the contact type. 
Note: While the EEM will allow multiple contacts for a single role or contact type, the OEAA will only 
use the most current contact available. Consider requesting the deletion of duplicates. 

2. Using the Details tab, verify the contact’s email address, telephone number, and mailing address.  
Note: The mailing address must be a physical district or school address. Test materials cannot be 
delivered to post offce boxes or to personal addresses. 

Each public school district has at least one authorized user who can make updates to the EEM for the 
district and schools within the district. Submit all changes and updates to your authorized district user as 
soon as possible. Nonpublic schools are to contact nonpublicschools@michigan.gov or call 517-241-5385 
to request updates to the EEM. 

If you do not know who your authorized EEM user is and you are a user of the OEAA Secure Site (www. 
michigan.gov/oeaa-secure), you can locate the name and contact information on the District and School 
Contacts page of the Secure Site. To access this page, log into the OEAA Secure Site, select the Assess-
ment Registration tab at the top of the page and then choose District and School Contacts from the 
drop-down menu.  

You can also select the Contact Authorized User button from the top of the EEM Entity page to send a 
message to the authorized EEM user. 

If you are not familiar with the EEM and how to access the district or school information to verify, you can 
view this short EEM video (https://youtu.be/cUwK8UBiiwY). 
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http://www.michigan.gov/eem
mailto:nonpublicschools%40michigan.gov?subject=EEM%20Support%20for%20Non-Public%20Schools
http://www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure
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NEWS INFO 
Spring 2026-28 Summative 
Assessment Calendar Available 

The dates of the Spring 2026-28 Testing Sched-
ule for Summative Assessments (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/3-Year-Sum-
mative-Testing-Schedule.pdf) can now be viewed 
on the Offce of Educational Assessment and Ac-
countability OEAA Assessment Calendars web 
page (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/ 
student-assessment/assessment-calendars).  

The three-year testing schedule for summative as-
sessments calendar (Spring 2026, Spring 2027, and 
Spring 2028) displays the dates for these assess-
ments: 
• M-STEP 
• SAT with Essay 
• PSAT 8/9  
• PSAT 10 
• WIN Work Readiness Assessment 
• WIDA 
• MI-Access 

Detailed lists of important dates related to each 
assessment will be provided in mid-to-late fall. 
The availability of the List of Important Dates 
documents will be communicated through the 
Spotlight on Student Assessment and Account-
ability newsletter. 

Spring 2025 Interpretive Guide to 
PSAT-related Reports Available Now 

The Spring 2025 Michigan Interpretive Guide to 
PSAT-related Reports is available now. The guide 
provides important information about assessment 
results, data fles, and reports available through the 
Dynamic Score Reporting Site.  

Educators can use the guide to interpret and uti-
lize the reported results of the 2025 assessments. 
Sections in the guide provide important informa-
tion about: 
• scoring 
• performance-level ranges and descriptors 
• appropriate use of the data 
• accessing the reports 
• detailed descriptions of each report 
• additional resources  

The guide is posted on the PSAT web page 
(www.michigan.gov/psat) under the What’s New 
and Reporting sections. 
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NEWS INFO 
2025 MI-Access Functional 
Independence Scoring Guides for 
English Language Arts: Expressing 
Ideas Now Available 

The updated 2025 Scoring Guides for the MI-Access 
Functional Independence English Language Arts: 
Expressing Ideas assessment (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/services/student-assessment/mi-ac-
cess/funct-ind/f-expressing-ideas-scoring-guide) 
are ready to be viewed on the Michigan Department 
of Education website. 

The scoring guide for each grade level (grades 3-8 
and 11) provides student writing examples with a 
discussion for each rubric score of “1,” “2,” “3,” and 
“4,” as well as examples that are non-scorable, 
these being “A – off topic” and “B – illegible.”  

Are You New to WIDA? 

If you are a new WIDA assessment administrator 
or a new WIDA/English Learner (EL) Assessment 
Coordinator, a good starting point for your work is 
a review of the following resources: 

• New to WIDA? 
(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/ 
New_to_WIDA-2_717412_7.pdf) – directions on 
how to get access to the variety of systems you 
will need to for assessment administration 

• Michigan Guide to the WIDA Screener 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Proj-
ect/Websites/mde/OEAA/WIDA-Assessments/ 
Michigan-Guide-to-the-WIDA-Screener.pdf) 
– basic information about screening students 
who may be eligible for EL services 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Online Waiver Requests 
for SAT with Essay 
and PSAT-Related 
Assessments 

Requests for waivers from online 
testing for the Michigan-provid-
ed SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and 
PSAT 8/9 can be submitted by 
authorized users in the OEAA 
Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/ 
oeaa-secure) between Monday, 
October 6, and Friday, Novem-
ber 14, 2025.  

When creating an online waiver 
request, educators may choose 
one of four options to catego-
rize their request. The table lists 
each category, as well as the as-
sociated guidelines for obtain-
ing an approved waiver in that 
category. 

Online Waiver Category Guidelines for Approved Waiver 

Center-based Program This category is intended for locations 
that operate a special education cen-
ter-based program.  

Approval depends on whether all 
students in the program have an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that 
includes accommodations requiring 
paper/pencil assessments. 

If this is not the case, approval will not be 
granted for a school-wide waiver. Services 
for Students with Disabilities Coordinators 
must instead request paper/pencil assess-
ments in SSD Online for the individual 
students who require them. 

Juvenile Justice Facility This category is intended for locations 
that are juvenile detention centers and/or 
alternate education programs.  

Approval will be granted if the facility has 
a device-use or internet-access policy that 
prohibits all students from testing online. 

Not Tech Ready “Not tech ready” is considered an 
invalid reason for an approved online 
waiver for College Board assessments.  

If a school is concerned about the num-
ber of testing devices they have or a lack 
of internet connectivity, the request will 
be escalated to College Board, who will 
follow up with administrative recommen-
dations/information to help the school 
test successfully during the testing 
window of April 6 through April 30, 2026. 

Other This category covers other requests not 
addressed in any of the earlier categories, 
including religious exemption requests. 

“Other” requests will be escalated to 
College Board for follow-up with the 
school to determine fnal disposition of 
the request. 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Spring 2026 College 
Board Webinars for 
Michigan Educators 

College Board is 
hosting a series of 
webinars to sup-
port the Michigan 
Department of Education’s 
Spring 2026 administration of 
the SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and 
PSAT 8/9. 

Click here (https://www.michi-
gan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/ 
Websites/mde/OEAA /MME/ 
SAT-Suite/College-Board-We-
binars-for-MDE-Spring-Imple-
mentation.pdf) for webinar 
details, including titles, dates, 
intended audience, and registra-
tion links. 

UPDATED: Spring 2026 
Test Dates 

The Spring 2026 
testing window 
for the Michigan-
provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
(grades 8 and 9) has been ex-
tended. The extended testing 
window is Monday, April 6, 
2026 through Thursday, April 
30, 2026 (previously April 6 -
April 24). 

Assessment Testing 
Window 

SAT with Essay 
Monday, 
April 6 

through 
Thursday, 

April 30, 2026 

PSAT 10 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 9 

PSAT 8/9 for 
Grade 9 

For full details, see the Spotlight 
newsletter - September 11 issue 
(https://bit.ly/4gu0Xg3). 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 

WIN Work Readiness Assessments and the O*NET Framework 

The WIN Work Readiness Assessments—Work Ready Math, Work Ready Reading, and Work Ready Data— 
are aligned to the U.S. Department of Labor’s O*NET Content Model Framework (https://www.onetonline. 
org/), the nation’s primary source of occupational data. The O*NET database is comprised of more than 
900 occupations across all industries.  

• Occupations are divided into fve Job Zones based on the skills, education, training, and experience 
required for each occupation.  

• Occupations in Job Zone 1 may require a high school diploma or GED, little to no previous experience, 
and minimal on-the-job training.  

• Occupations in Job Zone 5 require extensive job-related skills and experience, and many require a 
graduate degree. 

The skills evaluated by the WIN assessments are aligned to O*NET’s Detailed Work Activity Statements, 
which describe the specifc skills needed for the occupations in each Job Zone. The assessments measure 
these skills and evaluate students’ readiness for the workforce by presenting questions in the context of 
real-life workplace scenarios. 

continued on page 10 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 

The WIN Work Readiness Assessments (https://www.winlearning.com/About/work-ready-onet-correla-
tion) have four Achievement Levels (2, 3, 4, and 5) that correlate to O*NET Job Zones 2-5. Earning a higher 
Achievement Level indicates a student’s readiness to pursue career pathways in higher level Job Zones. 

The overall credential Achievement Level is determined by the lowest score across all three assessments. 
The back of each credential displays the Achievement Level earned on each assessment and an overview 
of the skills measured by each assessment. 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Achieving Balance in Classroom 
Assessment is an Essential Pathway for 
Districts Who Refuse to Settle 

Are you serious about raising your students’ 
M-STEP scores and unlocking their true potential? 
The most overlooked lever for real, lasting change 
isn’t a new curriculum or another test—it’s bal-
anced classroom assessment. 

Districts that invest in a comprehensive and 
balanced assessment system don’t just see short-
term bumps in achievement. They build a culture 
of learning that produces consistent gains year af-
ter year. Why? Because balanced assessment is 
not a buzzword, it’s an investment in brighter fu-
tures for your students. 

The Achieving Balance in the Classroom (ABCA) 
program invites district teams to embark on a 
transformative three-year professional learning 
journey, designed to help educators master the 
art and science of blending formative (assessment 
for learning) and summative (assessment of learn-
ing) practices. ABCA builds a cohesive, intentional 
approach to assessment that sparks student en-
gagement, deepens understanding, and drives ac-
ademic growth. 

What makes ABCA indispensable? 
• Hands-on partnership: Each team works 

directly with a Michigan Assessment Consor-
tium (MAC) Learning Facilitator and the expert 
MAC project team. 

• Strategic design: Districts engage in plan-
ning, continuous improvement cycles, and 
implementation strategies that stick. 

• Context-specifc support: Resources and 
guidance are tailored to your district’s unique 
strengths and challenges. 

The outcome? Classrooms where assessment in-
forms instruction, students own their learning, and 
achievement soars—and where gains endure well 
beyond one school year. 

This isn’t professional development. This is the 
professional learning your district cannot afford 
to miss. By committing to ABCA, you’re commit-
ting to future-ready students who are prepared to 
thrive in college, career, and life. 

Registration closes October 10, 2025. 
Don’t wait. Be part of the movement. Lead the 
change. 

Visit the ABCA webpage (https://www.michiga-
nassessmentconsortium.org/event/achieving-bal-
ance-in-classroom-assessment-2025-28/) for more 
information and to register today! 

Due to the uncertainty of the state budget, we 
are offering an “Enroll Now, Pay Later” option; just 
choose that option in the registration form. 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

2025 Assessment Learning Institute 

Ready to transform the way you think about 
assessment? 

The 2025 Assessment Learning Institute (ALI) 
launches on October 11 (Marquette, MI) and on 
October 18 (Lansing, MI) with a dynamic in-person 
seminar, followed by a series of engaging virtual 
sessions across the year. 

This unique professional learning experience helps 
individual educators who are interested in develop-
ing their own assessment literacy and bridging the 
gap between classroom practices and larger assess-
ment systems, empowering them to use assess-
ment as a powerful lever within their classrooms for 
student learning. 

Through ALI, you will deepen your understand-
ing of assessment literacy, balanced assessment 
systems, and the formative assessment process, 
while sharpening your skills with deepened learn-
ing around authentic ways to assess and engage 
students using assessment strategies such as per-
formance assessments, effective pre-assessment 
tools, and high-quality feedback practices. 

Who should attend? 
K–12 teachers — both new and veteran — ready to 
refresh, reframe, and strengthen their assessment 
practices. 

What’s included? 
• 1 in-person kickoff seminar 
• 4 synchronous virtual sessions 
• 4 “Talk Back” sessions 
• 4 optional offce hours 
• Earn up to 22.5 SCECHs 

Join us for this year-long journey and reimagine 
assessment as a driver of deeper learning and stu-
dent success! 

Visit the ALI webpage (https://www.michiganas-
sessmentconsortium.org/event/assessment-learn-
ing-institute-2025-26/) or use the QR code below 
to explore more about this learning opportunity. To 
submit questions or for more information, please 
email Ellen Vorenkamp (evorenkamp@michiga-
nassessmentconsortium.org). 

Due to the uncertainty of the state budget, we 
are offering an “Enroll Now, Pay Later” option; just 
choose that option in the registration form. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
OCTOBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessment — Fall Test Administration 
Window 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle I — 
Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 

Monday, 
October 6, 2025 

M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, 
PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work 
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 
— request waiver to administer paper/pencil 
testing 

Friday, 
November 14, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 
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REMINDERS 
Nominations for 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year 
Due by October 3 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Account-
ability (OEAA) is seeking nominations to honor WIDA 
testing coordinators who go above and beyond in 
ensuring smooth test administration. Nominations for 
the 2025 WIDA Coordinator of the Year are due by October 3, 2025, 
using this form (https://forms.gle/w72Nx4NuC3kHJueJ6). The winner 
will be announced at the Special Populations Conference in October 
and recognized in the Spotlight newsletter and with a letter to their 
superintendent. 

Online Waiver Request Opens on October 6, 2025 

Applies to M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related assess-
ments, WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and MI-Access 

The Online Test Administration Waiver Request win-
dow will open on Monday, October 6, 2025, in the Of-
fce of Educational Assessment and Accountability 
(OEAA) Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 
The window will be open through November 14, 2025. 

All schools are expected to administer the Spring 2026 assessments 
online. However, a small number of school buildings may not be able 
to test online. These include: 
• buildings without reliable internet access 
• juvenile justice facilities that do not allow students to be online 
• some center-based special education programs where all stu-

dents have Individualized Educational Programs that require a 
paper/pencil administration 

These schools can submit online waiver request(s) to administer the 
paper/pencil versions of these assessments to their students. 

For more information about how to submit the waiver request, see the 
directions provided in the Online Waiver Request document (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Se-
cure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Request.pdf), available on the Se-
cure Site Training web page (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Sept 25, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

DRC Data Recognition Corporation ISRs Individual Student Reports 

DSRS Dynamic Score Reporting Site MAC Michigan Assessment Consortium 

EEM Educational Entity Master OTTs Online Training Tools 

IGTR Interpretative Guide to Reports 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 

Option 2 - For inquiries related to SAT and PSAT testing: 
Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 15 
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