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First graders at Hillside Elementary School celebrated Apple Day by tasting red, green, and yellow apples, making 
applesauce and “apple pie in a cup,” playing apple-themed games, and exploring the life cycle and patterns of apple 
trees. Photo credit: Torrie Maas, Principal, Hillside Elementary School, Farmington Public Schools 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 

Show Off Your Fall Festivities! 
Homecoming, spirit week, pumpkin decorating—fall is full of moments worth 
celebrating, and we want to feature yours in the Spotlight newsletter! 
To submit your photo(s): 
1. Ensure you have permission to share (check your school/district’s policy)  
2. Add a short caption (max 200 characters)  
3. Include a photo credit (or we’ll credit your school or district)  
4. Email everything to mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 
Let’s capture the spirit of the season—send us your photo today and help us 
celebrate the vibrant life of Michigan schools! 

Enjoying this newsletter? 
Click here to subscribe to the 
Spotlight. 

1 DIVISION OF ASSESSMENT, SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT, AND SYSTEMS SUPPORT 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIMDE/subscriber/new
mailto:mde-oeaa%40michigan.gov?subject=Fall%20Festivites%20Photo%28s%29%20for%20Spotlight
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NEWS INFO 
Benchmark Assessment System 
Legislation Renewed 

Public Act 15 of 2025 (https://legislature. 
mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/publicact/pd-
f/2025-PA-0015.pdf) was signed into law on 
October 7, 2025. Section 104h renews funding 
for districts to implement benchmark assess-
ments in the 2025-26 school year with no sub-
stantive changes from last year. 

Key features of the law include: 
• $11,.5 million is allocated for districts to 

implement benchmark assessments.  

• Districts must administer benchmark 
assessments to all pupils in grades K to 
8 to measure profciency in reading and 
mathematics.  

• Allowable benchmark assessments 
include one or more from the following: 
• Benchmark assessments from a 

Michigan Department of Education 
(MDE)-approved provider list 

Provider/Benchmark Funding 
Curriculum Associates/i-Ready Eligible 

Data Recognition Corporation/ 
Early Literacy and Mathematics 
Benchmark Assessments 

Free to 
districts 

Data Recognition Corporation/ 
Smarter Balanced Interim 
Assessments 

Free to 
districts 

NWEA/MAP Eligible 

Renaissance Learning/STAR Eligible 

2 continues on page 3 

https://legislature.mi.gov/documents/20252026/publicact/pdf/2025-PA-0015.pdf 
https://mi.gov/documents/2025-2026/publicact/pd
https://legislature
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NEWS INFO 
• Not eligible for funding: Benchmark 

assessment in reading that contain prog-
ress monitoring tools and enhanced diag-
nostic assessments  

• Not eligible for funding: Benchmark as-
sessments in math that contain progress 
monitoring tools   

• Not eligible for funding: local benchmark 
assessments 

• Any combination of the above benchmarks 

• Benchmark assessments must be adminis-
tered twice:  
• in the frst 9 weeks of the school year  
• before the end of the school year 

• The same benchmark assessments must be 
administered in both fall and spring. 

• Districts must provide pupils’ data to parents 
and guardians within 30 days of test adminis-
tration. 

• Results from benchmark assessments on the 
MDE-approved provider list must be reported 
to the Michigan Data Hub within 30 days of 
test administration and must include grade 
level, student demographics, and Mode of 
Instruction. 

• Districts will use NexSys to identify the bench-
mark assessments used to fulfll this law and 
request funding.  

The Offce of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability is working to update the Bench-
mark Assessment web page (www.michigan. 
gov/mde-benchmarkassessments) and resourc-
es with current information. In addition, the 
Michigan Data Hub is planning a webinar to 
provide districts with technical information on 
submitting the required data for Thursday, Octo-
ber 23 from 1:00-2:00 p.m. Additional information 
on the webinar, including registration information, 
will be included in next week’s Spotlight.  
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http://www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-benchmarkassessments
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NEWS INFO 
Now Available: M-STEP and MI-Access 
List of Important Dates PDFs  

The Spring 2026 M-STEP List of Im-
portant Dates PDF document (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/ 
Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assess-
ment-Calendars/M-STEP_List_of_Im-
portant_Dates.pdf) and the Spring 2026 MI-Access 
List of Important Dates PDF document (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Web-
sites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/MI-Ac-
cess_List_of_Important_Dates.pdf) have been re-
leased by the Offce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability (OEAA). Both documents are 
available on the Assessment Calendars web page 
(www.michigan.gov/mde-assessmentcalendar). 

The lists include key test administration dates, 
including tasks to be completed before, during, 
and after the 2026 M-STEP and MI-Access admin-
istrations. 

Lists of important dates in other formats (Google 
Calendar, Excel Spreadsheet) will be available soon. 
Watch the Spotlight newsletter for details. 

Reminder: Update Your EEM Contacts 
for 2025–26 

Schools and districts must review and update 
the contact information in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (https://cepi.state.mi.us/eem/)for all 
Admin/Contacts listed  as soon as possible, as de-
tailed in the Spotlight newsletter - the September 
25 issue (https://bit.ly/4mLo0o4). Accurate contact 
details ensure the timely delivery of test materials 
and important assessment communications for all 
statewide assessment programs. 

Each district has at least one authorized EEM user 
who can make updates. If you don’t know who the 
authorized user for your district is, you can fnd this 
information in the District and School Contacts 
section of the OEAA Secure Site (www.michigan. 
gov/oeaa-secure). 
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https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/M-STEP_List_of_Important_Dates.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/M-STEP_List_of_Important_Dates.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/MI-Access_List_of_Important_Dates.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/MI-Access_List_of_Important_Dates.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mde-assessmentcalendar
https://cepi.state.mi.us/eem/
https://cepi.state.mi.us/eem/
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NEWS INFO 
WIDA Webinars 

New WIDA Test Administrators interested in learn-
ing more about the summative WIDA ACCESS 
assessments can register to join the following over-
view webinars. 

Note: These webinars are not substitutes for the 
required assessment courses Test Administrators 
will complete in the WIDA Secure Portal.  

• WIDA ACCESS for ELLs Online for Test 
Administrators (Grades 1-12) 
November 19, 2025 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

• Exploring WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten 
November 20, 2025 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

• WIDA ACCESS Score Reports for Instruction 
May 12, 2026 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

• Understanding WIDA Alternate ACCESS 
Score Reports  
May 14, 2026 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 

Registration Link for all WIDA Webinars (https:// 
forms.gle/wJRpM16bWocHpMna7) 

M-STEP Multiplication Table Guidance 

The Multiplication Table for the M-STEP math-
ematics assessment, which will be available by 
request later this winter, is only available for use by 
students testing in grades 4-7.  

To help educators and Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) and 504 teams evaluate the use of 
the M-STEP multiplication table for their students, 
an updated guidance document (https://www. 
michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/ 
mde/OEAA/Accommodations-and-Supports/Mul-
tiplication_Table_Guidance_1.pdf) is now available. 
IEP/504 teams must answer the questions in the 
guidance document to help guide their decisions 
regarding the assignment and use of this accom-
modation.  

Use of the Multiplication Table for the M-STEP 
mathematics assessment must be requested 
through the Offce of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/ 
oeaa-secure) during the annual Multiplication Ta-
ble Request window. Refer to the M-STEP List of 
Important Dates (www.michigan.gov/mde-assess-
mentcalendar) for information about the timing of 
the window. 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Michigan Intent to Test 
Window 

The Intent to Test window for 
the Michigan-provided SAT with 
Essay, PSAT 10, and PSAT 8/9 
opens October 27, 2025, and clos-
es November 19, 2025. During 
this period, schools that did not 
meet auto-establishment crite-
ria can indicate their intent to 
participate in the Spring 2026 
administrations. 

Auto-Establishment 
(Public Schools) 
A public school is automatically 
established for an assessment if 
all of the following are true: 
• The school administered fve 

or more PSAT/SAT tests over 
the past two years. 

• The school’s Grades Actual 
in the Educational Entity 
Master (EEM) (https://cepi. 
state.mi.us/eem/) align with 
the assessments being ad-
ministered. 

• EEM contact information 
is accurate and current for 
the primary building con-
tact, school test coordinator, 
backup school test coordi-
nator, SSD Coordinator, and 
building-level technology 
director. 

To update EEM contacts: Con-
tact your district authorized user. 

Example: A public school that 
administered PSAT 8/9 (grade 
8) to a total of 5+ students in the 
past two years, has grade 8 se-
lected under Grades Actual in 
EEM, and has up-to-date staff/ 
contact info in EEM will be auto-
matically established for Spring 
2026 testing and will not receive 
an Intent to Test email for PSAT 
8/9 (grade 8). 

If a school is automatically es-
tablished but does not plan 
to test, contact College Board 
at michiganadministratorsup-
port@collegeboard.org im-
mediately to request unestab-
lishment. Be ready to provide 
a reason for this request as the 
MIchigan Department of Educa-
tion must approve all unestab-
lishment requests. 

Who Receives the Intent to 
Test Email? 
On October 27, 2025, an Intent 
to Test email will be sent to dis-
trict test coordinators, school 
test coordinators, and the pri-
mary building contact in EEM 
for schools that did not meet au-
to-establishment criteria. 

A designated contact must 
reach out to College Board Cus-
tomer Service by November 19, 
2025 to indicate the school’s 
intent, (“yes” or “no”). 
• Phone: 866-870-3127 

(Option 1) 
• Email: michiganadministra-

torsupport@collegeboard. 
org 

Schools that do not meet 
auto-establishment and do not 
indicate intent will not be set up 
for Spring 2026 testing. 

continues on page 7 

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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COLLEGE BOARD INFO 
Nonpublic Schools 
All nonpublic schools must in-
dicate their intent each year by 
responding to the Intent to Test 
email will be sent October 27, 
2025). A nonpublic school that 
administers the SAT with Essay 
must also administer all parts of 
the Michigan Merit Examination 
(ACT WorkKeys and M-STEP).  

Nonpublic schools that adminis-
ter PSAT 8/9 (grade 8) must also 
administer the M-STEP. Ensure 
nonpublic school contact infor-
mation is accurate in EEM. To up-
date, email nonpublicschools@ 
michigan.gov. 

The Offce of Educational As-
sessment and Account Secure 
Site Status 
Once establishment is complete, 
participation status will update 
in the Offce of Educational As-
sessment and Accountability Se-
cure Site (http://www.michigan. 
gov/oeaa-secure). The earlier a 
school indicates intent, the ear-
lier confrmation appears in the 
Secure Site. 

If establishment is not correct 
in the Secure Site by December 
12, 2025, contact College Board 
at 866-870-3127 or michiganad-
ministratorsupport@college-

board.org. 
Online Waiver Requests 
for SAT with Essay and 
PSAT-Related 
Assessments 
Requests for waiv-
ers from online 
testing for the 
Michigan-provid-
ed SAT with Essay, PSAT 10, and 
PSAT 8/9 can be submitted by 
authorized users in the OEAA Se-
cure Site (http://www.michigan. 
gov/oeaa-secure) now through 
Friday, November 14, 2025. 

See the Spotlight newsletter - 
the September 25 issue (https:// 
bit.ly/4mLo0o4) for details re-
garding online waiver catego-
ries and guidelines for approved 
waivers.  

Questions about the College Board Assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Call: Michigan Educator Hotline at 866-870-3127 (Option 1) 
Email: michiganadministratorsupport@collegeboard.org 
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

Introduction to WIN Learning and the WIN Work Readiness Assessment Webinar  

WIN Learning is hosting webinars this month to introduce WIN Readiness Assessments  and walk 
school/district testing staff through the assessments, which are a new element of the Michigan Merit 
Examination (MME). 

Sessions will be held on: 
• Wednesday, October 15, 10:00-11:00 a.m. 

To register for this session, click here (https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f086bd07-e6d6-
4779-b9f1-119dc8ffe41f@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acaba1747119) 

• Thursday, October 16, 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
To register for this session, click here (https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/7128b7e0-2c4e-4c2c-
b0ee-f06604acb447@95d5cf3f-705d-4453-bfce-acaba1747119) 

Both sessions cover the same information, so participants need to attend only one. For those unable to 
attend a live session, a recorded version of the webinar will be posted to the MME web page (www.michi-
gan.gov/mme) after the sessions are completed. 

The webinars will cover: 
• an overview of the Work Ready Math, Work Ready Reading, and Work Ready Data assessments  
• a walk-through of the online testing portal 
• demonstrations of how to administer assessments, view student performance data, and print Individ-

ual Score Reports and credentials 
• a view of the student dashboard in the online portal to show what students will see on testing day 

These introductory sessions will also provide more information about the WIN testing window and the 
resources that will be available to prepare for testing.  

Additional WIN training webinars and offce hours will be held in the coming months; the dates will be 
announced soon. Watch Spotlight for more information.  
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WIN LEARNING 
INFO 

Need assistance with WIN Learning? 
Email: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Call: 877-560-8378 
Select Option 2, then Option 3 

WIN Work Readiness Assessment List of Important Dates PDF Now Available 

The Offce of Educational Assessment and Accountability has released the Spring 2026 WIN 
Work Readiness Assessment Important Dates document (https://www.michigan.gov/mde/-/ 
media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Assessment-Calendars/WIN-Work-Readiness-Assess-
ment-List-of-Important-Dates.pdf), available now on the Assessment Calendars web page 
(www.michigan.gov/mde-assessmentcalendar). 

Most of the important dates for the Spring 2026 WIN Work Readiness Assessment administration are list-
ed, including several training opportunities and when online test administration tasks are to be complet-
ed before testing (some after-testing dates are also listed). Testing activities/tasks that have not yet been 
scheduled are listed as “TBD” (to be determined); these will be added to the document as they are set. 

Lists of important date documents in other formats (Google Calendar, Excel Spreadsheet) will be available 
soon. Watch the Spotlight newsletter for more information. 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 

Michigan Educational Research 
Association Announces Fall 2025 
Conference in Frankenmuth 

Registration is open for the Michigan Education-
al Research Association (MERA) Fall 2025 Confer-
ence, taking place November 24–25, 2025, at the 
Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth. The annual 
event unites educators, researchers, and policy-
makers to share best practices and strengthen the 
role of research in improving teaching and learning. 

This year’s theme, “AI and Beyond: Data, Poli-
cy, and Practice in Education,” will explore the 
evolving impact of technology and data-driv-
en decision-making in schools. Sessions will 
highlight innovative approaches, ethical re-
search practices, and practical tools to support 
effective educational policy and instruction. 

MERA promotes high-quality, ethical use of re-
search and evaluation across Michigan’s educa-
tion community. Educators and professionals are 
encouraged to join MERA’s statewide network 
at Join MERA (https://mailchi.mp/ee2f0ce25c6e/ 
join-the-michigan-educational-research-associa-
tion-mera). 

Event Details 
November 24-25, 2025 
Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth, MI 
Registration now open 
(https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ai-and-be-
yond-data-policy-and-practice-in-education-tick-
ets-1669281539019) 

Contact for More Information 
email: contactmerainc@gmail.com 
phone: 586-215-1402 
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TRAINING & CONFERENCES 
Join Education Leaders at the 2026 
Michigan School Testing Conference 

February 10–12, 2026 | Ann Arbor Sheraton Hotel 

The Michigan School Testing Conference (MSTC) 
returns February 10–12, 2026, at the Ann Arbor 
Sheraton Hotel! Educators, administrators, and 
assessment professionals from across Michigan 
will gather for three days of workshops, keynotes, 
and clinic sessions focused on effective, equitable 
assessment practices and preparation for spring 
state testing. 

Preconference Workshops 
Tuesday, February 10 
Choose from eight interactive sessions: six half-day 
and two full-day workshops offered from 9:00 a.m.– 
noon and 1:00–4:00 p.m. 

Main Conference 
Wednesday & Thursday, February 11–12 
Engage in 37 clinic sessions and hear from three 
inspiring keynote speakers: 
• Dr. Carla Evans, Associate Director, 

The National Center for the Improvement of 
Educational Assessment 
(Wednesday morning) 

• Andy Middlestead, Director, 
Michigan Department of Education, 
Offce of Educational Assessment and 
Accountability 
(Wednesday plated lunch) 

• Dr. Steve Sirici, Distinguished University 
Professor, University of Massachusetts 
Amherst 
(Thursday morning) 

Why Attend? 
• Stay current with the Michigan Department 

of Education policies, requirements, and state 
testing updates. 

• Strengthen your understanding of high-
quality, equitable assessment practices. 

• Learn instructional strategies that improve 
teaching and learning outcomes. 

• Prepare effectively for spring state assess-
ments. 

Registration & Hotel 
• Register for MSTC 2026 

(https://gomasa.org/events/2026-michi-
gan-school-testing-conference/) 

• Reserve your room at the Ann Arbor Sheraton 
(https://www.marriott.com/ 
event-reservations/reservation-link. 
mi?id=1757516831607&key=GRP&app=resvlink) 

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn, connect, and 
collaborate with education leaders from across 
Michigan. 

Register early to secure your spot and take 
advantage of discounted early-bird rates! 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
OCTOBER 2025 

Start Date Assessment/Event End Date 

Ongoing Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark 
Assessment — Fall Test Administration 
Window 

Friday, 
October 24, 2025 

Ongoing M-STEP, WIDA ACCESS, SAT with Essay, 
PSAT-related assessments, WIN Work 
Readiness, MI-Access Online Waiver Window 
— request waiver to administer paper/pencil 
testing 

Friday, 
November 14, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 

Ongoing WIDA Screener - Cycle I — 
Test Administration Window 

Friday, 
December 12, 2025 
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REMINDERS 
Online Waiver Request Now Open through 
November 14, 2025 

Applies to M-STEP, SAT with Essay, PSAT-related assessments, 
WIN Work Readiness, WIDA ACCESS, and MI-Access 

The Online Test Administration Waiver Request window opened on 
Monday, October 6, 2025, in the Offce of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability Secure Site (www.michigan.gov/oeaa-secure). 
The window will be open through November 14, 2025. 

All schools are expected to administer the Spring 2026 assessments 
online. However, a small number of school buildings may not be able 
to test online. These include: 
• buildings without reliable internet access 
• juvenile justice facilities that do not allow students to be online 
• some center-based special education programs where all stu-

dents have Individualized Education Plans that require a paper/ 
pencil administration 

These schools can submit online waiver request(s) to administer the 
paper/pencil versions of these assessments to their students. 

For more information about how to submit the waiver request, see the 
directions provided in the Online Waiver Request document (https:// 
www.michigan.gov/mde/-/media/Project/Websites/mde/OEAA/Se-
cure-Site-Training/Online-Waiver-Request.pdf), available on the 
Secure Site Training web page  (www.michigan.gov/securesitetraining). 
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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

OEAA ABBREVIATIONS 
A rotating list of OEAA abbreviations frequently used in Spotlight 

Issued: Oct 09, 2025 

Acronym Name Acronym Name 

MERA Michigan Educational Research 
Council 

MSTC Michigan School Testing Conference 

OEAA PHONE TREE OPTIONS 
For assistance with assessment or accountability issues, call 877-560-8378 (select the appropriate option): 

Option 1 - For inquiries related to state assessment policy; the OEAA Secure Site; administration of the 
M-STEP, MI-Access, Early Literacy and Mathematics; and Accountability Reporting 
Option 2 - For inquiries related to the SAT, PSAT, or WIN Work Readiness testing: 

Option 1 - eligibility to test and the OEAA Secure Site 
Option 2 - administration of the College Board assessments (PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10, SAT) 
Option 3 - administration of the WIN Work Readiness skills test 

Option 3 - For inquiries related to WIDA, the English Language Learner assessment; Call 866-276-7735 for 
assistance with the WIDA Screener and the WIDA Secure Portal 

Option 4 - For all other calls 

Option 5 - To report known unethical testing practices by a school on any state assessment 

Option 6 - To repeat these options 

Questions or Comments? 
Contact MDE at: 

Mail: 608 W. Allegan St., PO Box 30008, Lansing, Michigan 48915 
Assessment Questions: mde-oeaa@michigan.gov 

Accountability Questions: mde-accountability@michigan.gov 
Phone Assistance: 877-560-8378 

Website: www.michigan.gov/oeaa 14 
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